THE 


ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES 

MADE  EASY 

TO  THE 

YOUNG  AND  UNLEARNED, 

E  Y  A 

SHORT  PARAPHRASE,  NOTES  AND  REFLECTIONS. 


And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  the  laft  days,  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord’s 
houfe  (lull  be  eftablifhed  in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  (hall  be  exalted  a- 
bovcthe  hills;  and  all  nations  (lull  flow  unto  it,  (fa.  ii.  2.  A  little  one  (hall 
become  a  thoufand,  and  a  fmall  one  a  ftrong  nation ;  I  the  Lord  will  haften  it  in 
his  time, chap  lx.  2%. 

Another  parable  put  he  forth  unto  them,  faying,  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
like  to  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  which  indeed  Is  the  lead  of  all  feeds  :  but  when 
it  is  grown,  it  is  the  greatefl  among  herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree,  Mat.  *iii. 
3l>3». 

God  hath  chofcn  the  fooli'h  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  wife ;  and 
the  weak  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty;  and 
the  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are  defpifed,  hath  God  chofcn, 
yea,  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  arc ;  that  no  fleflj 
fliould  glory  in  hisprtfcnce,  l  Cor.  i.  »7>  &c* 
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THE  ACTS, 


OR 

DOINGS  OF  THE  APOSTLES 


SENT  BY 

CHRIST  TO  PREACH; 

Matth.  x.  2,  &c.  Luke  xxiv^S. ;  chiefly  Peter 
and  Paul,  the  reft  only  mentioned  by  the  by,  as 
being  lefs  laborious  and  fuccefsful.  Rather  the  1  itle 
ftiould  be  Afis,  without  the. 

And  Jesus  came,  and  fpake  unto  them,  faying. 
All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth. 
Go  ye,  therefore,  artti  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  teaching  them  to  ob¬ 
serve  all  things  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you  : 
and,  lo,  I  am  with  you’  alway  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  wrorld.  Amen.  Matth.  xxviii.  iS,  &c. 

And  how  I  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable 
unto  you,  but  have  ftiewed  you,  and  have  taught 
you  publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe,  teftifying 
both  to  the  Jews ,  and  alfo  to  the  Greeks ,  repentance 
toward  God,  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  Acts  xx.  20,  21. 

For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain, 
Phil.  i.  21.  Nihil  diiiiciie  amanti. 


DEDICATION, 


TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

JOHN  FERGUS  SON,  E  s 

LATE  OF  DO  ON  HOLM, 


WHO,  AFTER  FOME  YEARS 
OF  UNIVERSALLY  ADMIRED  DILIGENCE, 
INTEGRITY,  AND  USEFULNESS, 

ACQUIRED  A  HANDSOME  FORTUNE,  IN  CALCUTTA  OP  BENGAL 
AND  HAD  THE  PIOUS  RESOLUTION,  IN  PRIME  OF  LIFE, 
TO  BEQUEATH, 

FOR  THE  FAVOURITE  TOWN  OF  HIS  BIRTH, 

AND  EARLIEST  ACQUAINTANCE  WITH  RIGHT  PRINCIPLES, 
THE  SUM  OF 

THREE  THOUSAND  POUNDS  STERLING: 

THE  INTEREST  OF  ONE  THOUSAND 
FOR  BEHOOF  OF 

THE  TWO  ESTABLISHED  CLERGYMEN  IN  AIR  ; 

OF  ANOTHER, 

TO  BE  DIVIDED  AMONG 
THE  FOUR  ESTABLISHED  SCHOOLMASTERS; 

AND  OF  THE  THIRD, 

FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR. 

MONUMENTUM  JERE  PERENNIUS. 

HIS  MUCH  INDEBTED  FRIEND 

THE  AUTHOR. 


0  felix  hominiim  genus , 

Si  vcflros  animos  amor 
$uo  cesium  regitury  regat. 

Boetius, 

A  2 


THE  \uthor,  from  fincere  gratitude,  had  it  in  view  toprefil 
a  lift;  of  the  Subfcribers  for  the  enfuing  work.  But  as  thefe 
turned  out  beyond  expectation  numerous,  and  highly  refpe£l- 
able,  he  was  led  to  apprehend,  there  might  be  an  imputation  by 
fome  of  a  motive  lefs  pure.  For  thisreafon,  he  would  rather 
feem  to  be  what  his  honeft  with  is,  to  avoid  than  appear  vain 
of  his  frierullhips  and  acquaintance.  They  will  therefore,  he 
hopes,  take  this  general  method  of  thanking  them,  which  is  fo 
juftly  due;  efpccially  at  a  time  when  religious  performances 
at  home,  fcklom  meet  with  due  encouragement. 

There  is  a  certain  diftance  at  which  writings,  as  well  as 
men,  fhould  be  placed  in  order  to  command  our  attention  and 

refpe£t - Defire  of  levelling  the  pride  of  authorfhip,  is  in 

none  more  prevalent,  than  in  Lhofc  who  themfclves  have 
written. 

The  Mirror. 

Ksc  perdent  religioncin  Chriftinnnm,  cblivio  bene ficb- n:m 
ab  Evangelic),  Securitas,  Sapientia  Mvndi  quae  vuit  omnia  Tcdi- 
gere  in  ordinem,  et  impiis  Mediis  Ecclefng  Puci  confulcre. 

Luther  us. 

In  neceflariis  unitas ,  in  non  neceflariis  libertas,  tn  utribme 
charitas ,  optimo  certe  loco  eifent  res  ncillne.  Ita  fiat !  ir.qu  : 
Conr.  Bergjus. 

Vultis  nc  me  otiofum  a  Domino  apprthendi  ? 


Cal  viist: 


P  Ii  E  F  A  C  E 


HAVING,  fome  few  year;  ago,  endeavoured  to  give  a  juft 
and  plain  fenfe  to  our  Englilh  verfion  of  The  Hijlory  of 
Cnrijiy  by  blending  the  narratives  of  each  of  the  Evangelifts,  fo 
as  one  might  with  eafe  help  to  expound  another;  from  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  that  work  among  thole  whom  I  was  early  called  of 
God  to  minifter,  and  whom  I  have  now  ferved  upwards  of  for¬ 
ty  years,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  aFter  a  finiilar  manner,  by  brief 
illuflrative  words,  marginal  notes,  and  practical  reflections, 
the  fame  beloved  People,  even  after  my  deceafe,  might  be  for¬ 
warded  in  their  religious  knowledge  ;  and  pcflibly  others  too, 
by  whom  truth  and  pious  virtue  are  fought  after  more  than  the 
lupport  of  fadion,  and  under  the  heart-felt  power  of  an  end- 
Icfs  life. 

Hence  in  the  main  has  proceeded  this  other  arduous  work  and 
not  from  a  fanguine  hope  of  more,  as  to  this  world,  than  may 
limply  defray  an  unavoidable  expence.  To  coiled:  from  what  has 
been  voluminoufly  written,  and  to  condenfe  various  digrellions 
into  fmall,  yet  intelligible  bounds,  is  not  an  exercife  of  hafte, 
even  where  there  may  be  fome  degree  of  parts.  What  appears 
eafy  after  being  over,  often  requires  invention  and  diligence 
to  let  on  foot,  to  execute.  The  Rcfledions  are  fpecially  meant 
lor  the  aid  of  young  and  tender  minds.  Perhaps  too,  thofe  of 
more  advanced  years  may  among  them  find  fome  both  new 
and  bene  lit  ial ;  and  therefore,  I  am  glad  to  have  thefe  and  the 
Text  adjoined. 

O  ie  would  humbly  conceive,  that  no  fmcere  follower  of 
fj/us,  but  muft  read  the  A/o'folical  Afts  with  pleafure,  and  he 
much  affected  likewife,  with  the  accounts  given,  along  with 
thefe  of  the  primitive  Chriftian  profeflbrs.  If  an  impreflion  of 
true  faith  accompanies  fuch  perufal,  a  fimilar  zeal  for  virtue 
will  fuon  become  obvious  ;  and  the  more  that  believers  are  ani¬ 
mated  with  humility,  patience,  meeknefs,  fobriety,  bene  licence, 
peace  and  freedom,  the  more  will  opposition  ceafe  to  the  belt 
of  all  principles;  the  more  will  mankind  flourifli;  the  mors 
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certain  evidence  will  they  poflefs  of  final  and  everlafting  en¬ 
joyment.  No  other  argument  now  is  wanted. to  fupport  the 
goipel.  An  infidel’s  ftrongeft  hold  is  the  carelefs  and  perverfe 
1  vesof  fuch  as  value  themfelves  upon  a  purer  belief ;  and  may 
they,  through  the  help  of  better  examples,  be  able  foon  and  for 
ever  to  beat  him  out  of  this 

A  learned  author  *,  than  whom  few  have  deferved  better  of 
the  Chriftian  world,  has  fixed  the  date  of  our  facred  Book  to 
the  year  of  our  ble  fled  Lord  1.4;  and  has  fupported  his  opinion, 
by  various  convincing  arguments.  Being  the  only  one  of  its 
kind,  numbers  of  ancient  writers,  who  were  believers,  did  cite 
from  and  enlarge  upon  its  admirable  excellence. 

Tertullinn  (A.  D.  200)  fpeaks  of  the  advantage  derived  from 
St.  Luke’s  hiftory,  in  fhewing  how  Chrilt  fulfilled  the  promife 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  his  difciples. 

Jerome  (A  U  395)  in  one  of  his  letters  fays,  “That  though 
this  part  of  the  facred  Canon  feems  to  indicate  only  a  bare  hif- 
tory,  and  an  account  of  the  early  flateof  the  Chriftian  church; 
yet,  if  we  confider  that  the  writer  is  Luke  the  phyfician,  we 
{hall  at  the  fame  time  difeern  that  every  word  is  iuited  to  heal 
the  maladies  of  the  foul.” 

Auguftin  (A  D  395)  is  yet  more  full:  “  Luke,  after  having 
written  a  gofpel,  containing  a  hiftory  of  Chrift’s  words  and 
works,  to  the  time  of  his  refurrertion  and  afeenfion,  wTote 
luch  an  account  of  the  Arts. of  the  Apoftles  as  he  judged  to  be 
fufficient  for  the  edification  of  believers.  And  it  is  the  only 
hiftory  of  the  apoftles,  which  has  been  received  by  the  church; 
ai!  others  having  been  rej(  rted,  as  not  to  be  relied  upon.” 

Chryfuftom  (A.  D.  398)  aferibes  this  book  very  often  to  St. 
Luke,  and  in  one  of  his  homilies  fliews  from  it  the  fulfilment 
of  Chrilt’s  prorr  ife  recorded  in  John  xiv.  J2.  where  he  fays, 
are  narrated  many  miracles  of  the  apoftles,  but  not  all,  nor  of 
all  Chrift’s  apoftles,  but  of  fome  only.  He  praifes  the  excel¬ 
lent  and  admirable  Luke,  fin*  entitling  his  booTt  the  .4cis%  and 
not  the  Miracles  of  the  apoftles.  There  (till  exift  no  Iefs  than 
fifty-five  Ihort  difeourfes  of  his,  upon  this  part  of  our  facred 
feriptures.  In  one  of  them  he  urges,  it  may  be  as  ulVhil 
to  u«  as  the  gofpels,  in  as  much  as  it  contains  in  it  excellent 
principles  and  many  miracles,  as  well  as  great  examples;  for 
which  rcafons,  it  deferves  our  attentive  peru fill  and  careful 
confideration  <£  From  thence  alone,  fa  vs  he,  is  it  to  be  known 
how  the  Chriftian  religion  was  planted  in  the  world.”  And  clft- 
wliere,  “  the  apoftolical  difeourfes  in  the  Arts,  record  little 
about  Chrift’s  divinity  ;  but  chiefly  of  his  humanity,  and  paf- 


*  Dr.  Nathaniel  Lardner,  vol.  I.  of  his  Supplement,  p.  194. 
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(ion,  and  refurredion,  and  afcenfion  ;  becaufe  thefe  were  the 
points  neceflary  to  be  proved  and  believed  at  that  time  ” 

He  underftands  the  apottle  in  2  Cor.  viii.  18,  19  to  have 
fpoken  of  St.  Luke  ;  and  from  the  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  fpi- 
rit  fo  common  then,  argues  for  his  undoubted  infpiration. 
Again,  “  St.  Luke,  he  obferves,  and  very  oratorically,  leaves 
us  thirfting  for  more  ;  but  if  he  had  proceeded,  it  would  have 
been  only  a  repetition  of  like  difcourlcs  and  works,  like  dan¬ 
gers,  difficulties,  and  fuffirings.” 

“  Though  other  Chrittians  might  have  the  fame  name,  fays 
that  laft  cited  eminent  father  of  the  church,  St.  Paul  chole,  on 
that  account,  to  dittinguifli  him  by  his  profdlion,  Col.  iv.  14. 
Luke  the  beloved phyfician”  He  much  commends  the  clofcncfs 
ofhis  attendance  on  the  a  pottle  Paul,  from  2  Tim  iv.  u.  lie 
blames  thofe  to  whom  his  book  of  the  Ads  is  unknown,  and 
yet  more  thofe  who  defpile  it,  becaufe  clear  and  eafy.  “  The 
gofpels  were  foon  fpread  abroad,  fays  he,  and  came  into  all 
men’s  hands;  but  other  books  of  the  New  Tettament  were  not 
thought  to  be  fo  important;  and  therefore,  had,  in  comparifon, 
few  tranferibers.”  In  fine,  “the  gofpels,  fays  he,  are  the  hif- 
tory  of  things  which  Chrift  did  and  fpake;  the  Ads,  the  things 
which  another  paraclet  fpake  and  did.” 

Perhaps  nothing  is  more  obfervable  than  the  brevity  and  con- 
cifenefs  of  our  facred  book,  wherein  fo  much  is  contained,  anil 
yet  of  neceffity  many  things  mutt  have  been  omitted.  One  cir- 
cumttance  we  may  yet  notice,  that,  except  in  the  beginning  of 
hishillory,  he  is  next  to  Client  about  any  other  a  pottle  than  6t. 
Paul.  We  may  wifli  for  more,  but  ttiould  be  thankful  for 
what  the  wife  love  of  God  lias  feen  to  be  the  molt  fit.  With¬ 
out  much  ceremony,  he  breaks  off  his  account  of  St.  Peter, 
Ads  xii.  17.  ;  next  of  St.  Barnabas,  chap.  xv.  39.  and  finally, 
of  his  dear  and  clofe  companion  St.  Paul,  xxviii.  3r.  Such 
abruptnefsof  manner,  argues  him  to  have  been  far  above  flatter¬ 
ing  praife,  or  exaggerating.  TIis  view  was  not  to  write  the  lives 
of  either  ;  but  to  record  the  evidences  of  Chrift’s  refurredion, 
and  to  write  a  hiltory  of  the  firft  preaching  and  planting  the 
Chrittian  religion  in  the  world.  All  which  he  hatli  mott  ad¬ 
mirably  executed. 

A  regard  to  brevity,  which  was  mott  proper,  induced  him 
to  omit  a  multitude  of  particulars,  which  yet  are  clearly  refer¬ 
red  to  in  St.  Paul’s  epiftles,  and  of  which,  his  companion  and 
fellow  labourer  could  not  be  ignorant,  comp.  Ads  xxii.  17. 
2  Cor  xi.  23,  See.  Rom.  xvi  17.  One  peculiarly  dangerous 
attempt  upon  his  favourite  apottle’s  liberty  and  life,  and  with 
which  him  felt  was  much  afFeded,  is  mentioned  with  great  fc- 
lcmnity,  2  Cor.  xii  31,  Sic.  And  the  hiftory  of  it  may  be  feen. 
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Ads  ix.  23,  &c.  A  circumftance  to  be  refledded  on  with 
great  delight. 

From  the  pleadings  of  St.  Paul  before  Felix,  Feflus  and  A- 
grippa,  the  hiftorian  Luke  has  left  us  to  conclude  what  was  the 
tenor  alfo  of  his  apology,  before  the  emperor  Nero  himfelf  $ 
before  whom  moft  undoubtedly  he  did  appear,  Adds  xxv-  *0, 
II,  12,  21.  xxvi.  32  xxvii.  24.  xxviii.  9. 

From  Rom.  i.  1 1.  xv.  29.  compared  with  Adds  xxviii.  12 — 
1 6.  it  maybe  enfily  and  certainly  underftood,  that  during  the 
apoflle’s  hay  at  Rome,  there  was  a  very  delightful  communica¬ 
tion  of  civil  and  religious  offices  between  him  and  the  bre¬ 
thren,  according  to  the  abilities  and  exigences  of  each. 

Almighty  God  grant,  that  thefe  facred  books  of  the  Gofpels 
and  the  Adds,  may  be  univerfally  attended  to,  diligently  read 
and  ftudied,  to  the  increafe  of  Chriftian  wifdom,  faith,  obedi¬ 
ence  and  comfort  ;  fo  as  the  divine  truths  contained  in  them, 
may  iflue  in  the  prefent  and  eternal  happinefs  of  men.  Amen. 


Air,  June,  1792. 


ACTS 


OF  T  H  B 


APOSTLES. 


CHAP.  J 

SECT.  I.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

THE  former  (tf)/^0r/ctf/treatifea  have  I  lately  made* 
and  infcribed  to  thee ,  O  Theophilus,  of  all  the 
tno/i  conftderable  things  that  Jefus  began  (b)  both  to  dp 
and  to  teach  (V),  and  how  from  the  time  of  his  firjt  public 
appearance ,  they  were  accomplijhed  by  him ,  until  the  very 
day  in  which  he  was  taken  (d)  up  from  earth  to  heaven 9 
after  that  he,  through  fpecial  direction  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  had  given  new  (e)  commandments  unto  the 
apoftles  whom  he  had  before  chofen  as  his  prime  mini - 
Jlers :  to  whom  alfo,  in  order  to  qualify  them  better  (/), he 

[a)  Vi/,  that  of  the  gofpel  by  Luke,  fee  Luke  i.  3.  orTraft  I 
compofe-d.  (/1)  Or  that  Jefus  both  did  and  faid,  comp.  Markxii.  1. 
l.ukeiii.  8.  A  fhort  defcription  of  the  gofpe!.  (c)  Comp.  Matth. 
iv.  1 .  v.  17,  2c.  miracles  and  doflrines  are  therein  comprehended* 
(<^)  See  Mark  x<d.  19.  referring  clearly  to  Lukexxiv.  50.  (e)  En¬ 
largements  probably  upon  Mat.  xxviii.  19,2c.  Lukexxiv.  47,  48, 
49.  Afh  xiv.  8.  comp.  John  xx.  21,  22,  23.  2  Tim.  i.  1.  ;  or  in¬ 
junctions  to  the  apoftles  whom  he  had  defied  by  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
what  they  fhould  do  after  receiving  the  Holy  Ghoft.  ( f )  Sec 

REFLECTIONS. 

1  Godly  trentifes  open  the  mind,  and  engrave  upon  men’s 
hearts  the  knowledge  of  divine  truths.  In  this  of  St.  Luke  is 
contained  all  the  moft  precious  treafures  of  Ghrift’s  gofpel. 


TO  acts  of  the  Chap.  T, 

[hewed  himfclf  alive,  after  his  fevere  paflion  and  death 
(jf),by  lni'nv  infallible  proof*  that  he  was  raifedfrom  the 
grave,  I  vim;  feen  of  them  in  particular ,  at  different 
times,  during  the  currency  of  forty  days,  and  [peaking 
as  often  of  the  things  pertaining  to  a  more  complete 
knowledge  of  the  true  gofpel  method  of  fnlvation ,  under  (h) 
the  kingdom  of  God  l). 


SECT.  II.  FROM  VERSE  IV. 

AND  being  alTembled  by  his  appoint?nent ,  toward  the 
elofe  of  that  [pace,  not  far  from  where  (a)  he  had  been  cruci¬ 
fied ,  together  with  them  alone ,  commanded  them  that 
they  fhould  not  depart  from  Jerufalem  3  direftly ,  but 
wait  for  11  obtaining  the  promife  (b)  of  the  Spirit  made  by 
him  of  the  Father,  which,  faith  lie,  ye  have  heard  of 

A£Vs  y.  40  or  many  mod  evident  fignr.  (  *)  As  by  fpe::king, 
walking,  eating,  &r.  Luke  xxiv.  39,40,  See.  John  x.v  19,  *7,  4c.  &c. 
j  John  i.  1,  Sec.  (k)  Comp.  Maikxvi.  13,  1 6,  17.  iS.  Luke  xiiv.- 
47.  4*.  See  Mat.-  iii.  1. 

(a)  See  John  xxu  1,  *-  (/)  Luke  xxiv.  49.  comp,  John  xvi. 

REFLECTIONS. 

b  The  gofpel  hiftory  is  much  confirmed  and  enlarged  by  what 
did  follow  after  ChrifVs  afeenfion.  The  arguments  made  ufe 
of  by  the  apoftles  are  flill  very  proper,  ami  even  nectflurv,  to 
he  well  underflood.  If  Weighed  with  candour  they  would  be 
of  fingulur  good  ufe  to  the  Jews.  t  he  cleared  proofs  are  to 
he  ufed  in  cafes  difficult  to  be  believed.  The  words  and  works 
of  Chrift  comprehend  whatever  is  neceflary  to  falvation.  He 
did  not  fhew  himfclf  of  n  hidden,  and  juft  as  luddenly  with¬ 
draw  again.  How  does  this  ferve  to  confirm  our  faith  and 
animate  our  hope?  No  evidence  could  rife  higher.  c  ihis 
kingdom  is  governed  by  the  word  and  fpirit  of  Chrift  upon 
earth,  and  becomes  pcrJedl  in  heaven.  By  the  gofpel  God 
reigns  in  men  and  doth  make  them  kings. 

a  From  whence  moil  danger  was,  the  evangelical  law  hc- 
hoved  to  proceed  as  one  evidence  of  its  fupenoriry  to  all  hu¬ 
man  oppofition.  b  Teachers  of  religion  ought  not  to  enter  upon 
their  office  illegally  and  unprepared.  The  will  of  the  Father 
and  Son  are  one.  Celt  dial  .power  is  requifite  flill  to  preach 
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me  (<*)  again  and  again.  For  John  c  truly  baptized  with 
(d)  water  only;  but  ye,  after  a  far  more  excellent  manner , 
as  flits  the  noble  arduous  office  I  have  called  you  to ,  {hall  be 
baptized  with  various  powerful  and  beneficial  gifts  of  the 
Holy  {e)  Ghoft  not  many  days  hence.  When  they, 
therefore,  were  thus  folemnly  come  together d,  they, 
JliU  in  hopes  of  temporal  grandeur ,  alked  of  him,  faying, 
Lord,  wilt  thou,  after  all  that  has  happened ,  at  this 
t  i  me  of  thy  glorious  conqitcfi  ever  death .  and  having fo  clearly 
demonstrated (f )  thy  unlimited  power  (g),  reftore  again, 
from  Roman  bondage ,  the  once  fiourijhing  (V»)  kingdom  to 
thepoficrity  ofc  llrael?  And,  being  a  curious  quejlion  moved 
by  vanity ,  he  faid  unto  them,  as  much  as  they  were  able 
to  bear ,  It  is  not  for  you  to  know  the  prccife  f  times 
or  the  fealbns  for  accomplijhing  fuch  high  matters  of  pro - 
rnife ,  and  which  the  Father  (/),  as  yet ,  hath  wifely  put 
in  to  his  own  power.  But,  meanwhile ,  let  this  fiffice 
for  comfort  and  inflrudion ,  ye,  my  apofiolical  dfciples ,  lhall 
receive  all  needful  power  to fupport  your peculiarly  (y)  great 

12,  &c.  xiv.  26.  (c)  John  rr.  29,  add  to  the  above,  (d)  Alluding 
to  Mat.  iii.  1 1.  Mark  i.  8.  {<. )  bee  Atfb  ii.  2,  See.  conjp.  John  vii, 
38,  39.  iii.  34.  John  x;.  2.  (/)  Comp.  Mattb.  xxviii.  18.  (;/)  S-te 
Luke  xvii.  2c.  xix.  1 1.  Dan.  vii,  27,  Amos  ix.  11,  j  1.  l'lie  fight 
of  Chrilt  again  from  the  dead  revived  rheir  old  hopes,  even  after 
things,  to  appearance,  had  been  fo  much  againft  them,  [h)  Much 
jnore  extenfive  than  they  thought  was  this  kingdom  to  A£L  r. 
34,  35,  45.  What  they  wilhed  for,  in  the  very  bed  fenfe,  was  in- 
itanily  to  begin.  Miraculoufly  thrir  prejudices  might  .have  been 
removed,  but  he  chofeto  accudom  them  to  the  calm  ufr  of  reafon, 
and  to  be  an  example  how  they  IhouM  treat  others.  (-Jj  Comp. 
Mar.  xx.  23.  xxiv.  36.  Mark  xiii.  32.  So  doth  lie  ever  reler  things 
unrevealed,  or  has  appointed  by  Ins  own  authority..  (7)  See  Luke 

REFLECTIONS. 

the  gofpel  with  advantage,  and  to  fuftain  oppofitions.  c  The 
certain  and  quick  accomplifhment  of  fuch  a  promife  became  a 
clear  ground  of  trull  as  to  every  thing  elfe.  From  firft  prin¬ 
ciples  the  gofpel  did  proceed,  in  a  gradual  manner,  to  perfec¬ 
tion  d  Chrilt  would  have  no  ground  of  variance  left  among 
his  difciples.  c  It  is  hard  for  the  bed  of  men  to  be  entirely 
crucified  to  the  world.  f  A  part  of  truth  may  be  withheld, 
but  at  no  time  contradicted.  Chrilt  refufes  not  in  general  that 
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: office ,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  largely  come  dozen 
from  heaven  upon  you:  and  ye  fhall  be  abundantly  qua¬ 
lified  witnefies,yor  converting  unto  me  multitudes  of  peo¬ 
ple,  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  the  leffer  cities  of  Ju¬ 
dea,  and  nozv  in  Samaria  (A)  likewife,  and  even  g  unto 
the  uttcrmoll  barbarous  parts  of  the  (/)  earth. 

SECT.  III.  FROM  VERSE  IX. 

AND,  when  he  had  fpoken  thefe  things  ( a ),  with 
fome  others,  while  yet  in  high  expectation,  they  ( b )  beheld 
him,  he,  after  lifting  up  his  hands  and  bleffing  them,  was 
taken  up  to  the  throne  of  the  Majcjly  on  high  ;  and  a 
bright  cloud  ( c),ferving  in  place  of  a  chariot,  received  him 
quite  out  of  their  fight  \  And,  while  they  looked 
fteadfaftly  b  toward  heaven  after  him,  as  he  thus  mira- 

xxiv.  48.  Mark  xvi.  20.  (/ )  A  country  of  Paleftine,  lying  between 
Judea  and  Galilee,  comp.  Luke  xxiv.  48.  Alts  i.  21,22.  Mat.  1. 
5,  6.  xxviii.  19.  (/)  See  Pfal.  ii.  H. 

(a)  Comp.  Mat.  xxviii.  19.  Mark  xvi.  1  r.  Luke  xxiv.  47.  (1)  See 
Luke  xxiv.  5c.  2  Kings  ii.  1 1,  &c.  (< )  Or,  a  cloud  at  length  inter- 
poling  between  him  and  them.  How  i'weet  a  manner  ?  compared 

REFLECTIONS. 

he  was  to  rejlore  Ifrael ;  but,  in  their  fenfe,  he  gives  them  no 
juft  grounds  to  expert  this.  People’s  capacities  are  to  be  con¬ 
sidered.  It  behoveth  every  one  to  be  chiefly  intent  upon 
his  own  duties  and  ofiice.  Gradual  inftrurtion  is  the  moil 
certain,  as  in  the  late  cafe  of  our  Lord's  riflng  from  the  dead, 
and  now  the  nature  of  his  fpiritual  and  heavenly  kingdom.  By 
the  plenteous  effufion  of  the  Spirit  was  the  world,  in  effect, 
renewed.  It  is  not  expedient  for  men  to  know  things  future, 
nor  fhould  they  be  inquired  after  Uncertainty  of  what  Uiall* 
be  hereafter  fhould  make  us  diligent  in  our  duties.  «  Chrilt 
came  to  be  a  common  Saviour.  God  would  have  the  minds  of 
his  people  kept  in  an  humble,  dependent,  refigned  frame,  leav¬ 
ing  all  to  be  determined  by  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs. 

*  No  other  way  now  is  Jefus  to  be  beheld  but  by  the  eve  of 
faith.  Let  us  fend  our  willies  and  fouls  to  heaven,  where  Chrilt 
is,  that  hereafter  we  may  view  him  with  joy,  Rev.  i.  7.  Luke 
xxi.  28.  May  his  caufe  and  fervice  be  ever  dear  to  us,  who 
(till  fo  gracioufly  attends  to  ours.  *  “  The  mind  for  a  while  i$ 
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culoufly  went  up  from  the  earth  thither ,  behold,  two  an - 
<rds(d),in  the  form  of  men, flood  clofe  bythem  in  white(e) 
jhining  apparel ;  which  alfo  faid,  0,  ye  (/)  men  of  Gali¬ 
lee  (£),  why  {land  ye  thus  wondering  and  gazingc  up  into 
heaven,  as  though  even  now  ye  could  follow  the  Majtet 
thither ,  or  did  expeSl  to  fee  him  pome  down  immediately  ? 
This  fame  Jefus,  which  is  at  prefent  taken  up  from 
abiding  in  company  and  converfe  with  you,  into  heaven 
to  be  glorified  there ,  and  to  manage  the  affairs  of  his  faith¬ 
ful  people ,  fhall  fo  come,  in  like  vifible  manner,  though 
with  a  more  illujlrious  retinue  of  celejlial  attendants  (£),  as 
ye  have  all  at  this  time  d  leen  him  go  into  heaven. 

SECT.  IV.  FROM  VERSE  XII. 

THEN  returned  they  whom  he  had fo  highly  favoured, \ 
unto  Jerufalem  from  the  Mount  (a)  called  Olivet, with 
exultation  of  fpirit  %  which  is  dijlant  from  Jerufalem  a 
lawful  Sabbath-day’s  journey  (b).  And  when  they  were 

with  a  Kings  ii.  ri,  &c.  ix.  54,  55.  (d)  Comp.  Luke  xxiv.  5. 

They  and  all  the  relt  of  their  order  were  foon  to  become  fubjeft  to 
him,  1  Fet.iii.ja.  (:’)  Well  fuited  to  their  heavenly  lighr,  and 
becoming  the  triumph  of  Chrift.  See  Mat.  xxviii.  2.  Mark  xvi.  5. 
Luke  xxiv.  4,  John  xx.  12.  Thereby  his  reception  into  heaven  was 
clearly  afeertained,  comp.  Dan.  xii.  6.  (/)  Being  chiefly  from 

thence,  and  where  Jefus  ofienelt  preached,  (g)  Predifted  Dan. 
ix.  13.  Mat,  xxiv.  3c.  xxvi.  64.  Mark  xiv.  62.  Luke  xxi.  27.  By 
this  very  queflion  the  apoftles  might  be  fure  of  what  they  were, 
and  whence  they  came.  (/’)  Comp.  Mat.  xxv.  3c,  2  ThelT.  i.  7, 
See.  John  x.  iv.  i.  &c  1  ThdT.  iv.  14.  See. 

(a)  Where  he  had  forrowedfo  much,  Luk:  xxi.  39.  (i)  About 

REFLECTIONS. 

\*  confounded  with  any  ftrauge  unexpected  event.”  Lafl.  It 
is  hard  to  abltraft:  one’s  felf  from  thofe  they  love  exceedingly. 
c  Unprofitable  amazement  and  grief  fhould  yield  to  the  duties 
of  our  vocation.  Friendly  words  afluage  forrow,  and  are  con- 
g-mial  to  heaven.  d  They  who  would  not  acknowledge  Chrilfc 
Jefus  as  a  Saviour,  in  the  end  fliall  feel  him  as  a  judge-  Then 
will  lie  be  feen  of  all,  and  in  great  glory.  Such  was  now  the 
infant  Hate  of  the  church.  Says  Lattantius,  A  cloud  and 
whirlwind  enveloped  him,  and  caught  him  up  from  the  fight  of 
men  to  heaven.  "  *  0 

a  The  number  of  witnefles  were  fuflicicnt,  their  manners 
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come  in  (r)  lolhe  city ,  they  went  up  into  an  (c/)  upper 
room,  where  abode,  for  fome  time  pajly  both  (e)  Peter, 
and  James,  and  John,  and  Andrew,  Philip,  and  Tho¬ 
mas,  Bartholomew,  and  Matthew,  and  Judas  the 
brother  of  James.  Th.efe  all  continued,  with  one 
accord,  in  ardent b  prayer  to  Almighty  God(f)y  through 
yefus  ChriJiyfor  thofe good  things  given  them  in  promife ,  and 
fupplication  (g) for Jtrengtb  in  particular  to  bear  vJhat  evils 
they  had  jujt  caufe  to  look  fory  with  the  (/?)  women- 
difciples ,  who  ufed from  devout  love  to  accompany  Chri/ly 
and  c  Mary  the  mother  of  Jefus,  and  with  (/)  his  bre¬ 
thren. 

acoo  cubits,  or  a  mile  and  a  half.  On  the  other  fide  of  that  Mount 
lies  Bethany.  The  whole  body  of  the  Jews  were  not  worthy  of 
fuch  a  fight.  True  faith  is  not  to  be  forced,  (c)  See  verle  4, 
Luke  xxiv.  49.  52,  (d)  Comp.  Mark  xiv.  15.  Afts  xx.  Ma:. 

xiii.  31.  (e)  The  order  of  the  names  is  fomewh.it  different  in 

Mat.  x.  2,  3.  comp.  Luke  vi.  15,  16.  Jude  1 .  Such  a  room  many 
of  the  richer  and  more  devout  Jews  had  for  religious  worlhip. 
(/)  See  John  xvh  23,  24.  (*)  Comp.  Eph.  vi.  it*.  Phil.  iv.  6* 
1  Tim.  ii.  1.  (/> )  Mat.  xxvii.  55,  yrt.  Luke  viii.  2,  3.  («')  Ur  ucar 
relations,  fee  Mat.  xii.  56.  xiii.  55.  John  vii.  5. 

reflections. 

pure,  and  they  fuffered  much  for  their  teftimonies.  Tor  Eli¬ 
jah’s  afeent  the  Jews  had  only  one  witnefs.  Thofe  who  are 
ingenious  and  teachable  are  lit  fubjedts  of  divine  comfort  j 
whereas,  they  who  are  otherwife  difpofed  will  always  cavil  and 
make  new  demands.  Comp.  Matth.  xii.  24.  xxviii.  13.  Numb, 
ivi.  41.  It  belongs  not  to  men  to  prescribe  rules  to  the  Al¬ 
mighty.  In  Chrift’s  rifing  from  the  dead  all  that  followed  af¬ 
terwards  is  underftood,  by  the  apoftles,  to  be  comprehended, 
Afts  iii.  15.  iv.  10  v.  30.  x.  40,  41.  xiii.  30,  31.  xvii. 
£  1.  1  Pet.  i.  3  Rom  viii.  11  x.  9.  1  Cor.  xv.  almoft  through¬ 
out,  2  Cor.  iv.  14.  1  ThcfT.  ir.  14,  See  Each  were  confirmed 
by  miraculous  apoflolical  works.  See  Adis  ii.  comp.  Matth. 
xxviii.  18,  19,  20.  John  vii.  30.  vi.  6 2.  xiv.  2,  3,  16.  xv.  2 6. 
1  Pet.  iii.  22.  No  excufe  of  infidelity  was  left  to  the  Jewiih 
nation,  who  had  the  firlt  offers  of  Chrifl.  b  Sintere  prayer  is 
a  fountain  of  unfpeakable  bleffings.  He  who  would  make  liim- 
felf  a  proper  dwelling  for  the  Holy  Gliolt  lhould  be  void  of  all 
mean  cares.  "Where  agreement  and  concord  are  not,  there 
Cliriil’s  church  is  not.  Prayers  themfelves  will  not  be  accep¬ 
ted  without  brotherly  love.  They  ought  alfo  to  be  inffant  and 
earneit  e  The  flock  of  Jefus  feek,  in  fubihince,  all  one  thing. 
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SECT.  V.  FROM  VERSE  XV. 

AND  in  feme  of  thofe  days,  after  Jefus *  afcenfuA ; 
while  they  waited  for  the  promifed  gift  of  the  Spirit ,  Peter, 
as  a  prcfidenti  Rood  up  in  the  midft  of  the  {a )  difcipled 
of  Chri/t  when  largely  met ,  and  faid  (the  a  number  of 
the  perfons *  ( b )  names  being  put  together  were  about 
an  hundred  and  twenty)  men  and  brethren  ( c )  whom 
fpiritiud  ties  do  now  more  than  ever  unite ,  this  well  known 
awful paffage  of  feripture  muft  needs  have  been  fulfill¬ 
ed  l>,  under  righteous  divine  government ,  which  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  by  the  mouth  of  David  ( d ),  fpake  long  before 
concerning  Judas,  which  was,  againjl  mojl  folemn  and 
endearing  obligations ,  covenanting  guide  (<?)„  like  A  chit  o- 
phel ,  to  them  that  took  Jefus  prifoner .  For  he  was 
once  numbered  with  us  apojllcs ,  and  had 9for  a  while , 
obtained  part  of  this  our  miniftry.  Now,  as  you  all 

{a)  Called  afterwards  Chriftians,  Aftsxi.  29.  ( b )  Comp.  Rev. 

iii.  4.  xi.  15.  Pfal.  xxxvii.  4c.  Gen.  xlix.  9.  over  and  above  the 
twelve  apofltles  and  feventy  difciples,  it  is  probable,  (c)  See  Mat. 
xxiii.  8  The  form  among  the  Jews  waB  alfo  ufed  among  the  po- 
lireft  Greeks.  ( d )  Pfal.  xli.  9.  Now  the  apoftolical  knowledge  was 
enlarged,  Luke  xxiv.  44,  45.  John  xx.  22.  comp.  John  x>ii.  18.: 
things  fimilar  among  the  Jews  were  thus  exprefled,  See  Mar.  i.  22. 
(t-)  See  Mar.  xxvi.  47,  48.  Mark  xiv.  43,  44.  in  refpeft  of  impiety 
and  ingratitude  both,  what  could  be  more  alike.  Their  ends  toff 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Leifure  from  fecular  affairs  may  be  happily  (hared  be¬ 
tween  Chrifti.m  devotion  and  converfe,  Mai.  iii.  16.  I  he  fu¬ 
ture  edification  of  the  church  is  a  fit  fubjcct,  and  will  be  owned 
by  the  Spirit.  b  'The  double  fenfe  of  prophecy  appears  to  be 
undeniable.  The  Spirit  dictated  words  which  fhould  apply 
higher  afterwards  than  to  the  immediate  fubjett  in  hand.  A 
faithful  ftiepherd  earneftly  defires  the  increafe  of  Chrilt’s  flock. 
A  true  church  confultation  ought  to  be  in  the  ufe  of  feripture 
and  prayer,  rather  than  human  policy.  Social  religion  is  the 
will  of  God,  and  always  has  been  the  pra&ice  of  his  people, 
Pfal.  lxxxiv.  i,&c.  xxvii.  4.  Ixiii.  i,  &c.  Heb.  x.  25.  Rom. 
xv.  6.  Ath  ii.  1,  41.  ix.  31.  xi.  2 6  2  Cor.  viii.  1.  Gal.  i  1. 
Great  and  piecious  promiles  are  made  to  it  by  our  Father  in 
heaven.  This  preferves  true  religion,  and  fccures  the  happi- 
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know,  this  unhappy  man  purchafed  (/ ),  in  effect,  a  field 
with  the  fad(g)  reward  of  his  bafe  iniquity0;  and 
falling  headlong  in  great  force  from  where  he.  had  defpe- 
rately  hanged  himfelf,  he  burft  afunder  in  the  midft, 
and  all  his  bowels  gullied  out.  And  it  was  quickly 
known  d  to  mojl  of  all  the  dwellers  in  Jcrufalcm ;  info- 
much  as  that  field,  near  to  the  capital ,  is  called,  in  theif 
proper  tongue  (/0,  Aceldama,  that  is  to  fay,  being  in¬ 
terpreted,  The  field  of  purchafe  by  ( i )  blood.  For  it  is 
written  befides ,  in  the  book  of  Pl'alms  (£),  and  may  well 
be  accommodated  to  the  fame  difmal fubject.  Let  his  habita¬ 
tion  be  (/)  defolate,  and  let  no  man  dwell  therein: 
and,  his  bilhopric  (;»)  let  another  take  up  in  his  Jlead. 
Wherefore  %  of  thefie  (n)  men  which  have familiarly 
companicd  with  us  all  the  time  that  the  Lord  Jefus 
went  in  ( o )  and  out  among  us  miniflcring ,  beginning 
from  the  time  of  his  having  fub mitt ed  to  the  baptifm  of 
John,  and foon  after  (p)  which  he  entered  upon  his  public 


were  fimilar.  (/)  Or  became  the  occafion  of  purchafmg.  (^) 
Comp.  Mat.  xxvi.  ty,  xxvii.  7.  2  Chron.  xxv.  12.  Pfal.  vii.  J4.  Ju¬ 
das  might  have  hanged  himfelf  on  the  temple  wall,  immediately 
above  an  immenfe  precipice.  A  difeovery  of  him  hanging  would 
have  been  more  than  a  balance  to  the  calumnies  raifed  from  his  be¬ 
traying,  Some  interpret  this,  his  choking  and  burfting  from  grief. 
( h )  Or  language,  Hebrew  Chaldaic,  Hakel-dama.  Moft  likely 
this  verfe  containeth  the  words  of  St.  Luke  the  hiftorian,  and 
/hould  be  read  in  a  parenthefi*.  (/')  Or  murder,  (y)  Pfal.  lxix. 
35.  cix.  8.  let,  or  (hall  be.  (f)  Comp.  Luke  xiii.  35.  manfion. 
(/)  Infpetfion  or  ov^ffeerfhip.  («)  The  number  12,  anfwerable 
to  the  Jewifn  tribes,  behoved  to  be  kept  up.  («)  A  Hebrew  phrale 
for  intimate  converfation  and  doing  common  duties,  Deut.  xxviii.  6. 
Pfal.  exxi.  8.  Zech.  viii.  ic.  Ads  ix.  28.  (?)  See  Mar.  iv.  12,  17, 

See.  Marki.  14,  &c.  comp.  John  iii.  32,  See.  iv.  27.  (/>)  The  chief 
bufinefs  of  an  apoflle,  and  the  chief  article  of  faith,  as  comprc- 
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nefs  of  mankind  c  Behold  the  fevere  but  juft  revenge  of  God 
again  ft  betraying  covetoufnefs.  The  vices  of  particular  perfons 
fhotild  not  bring  any  prejudice  againft  a  good  caufe.  No  dig¬ 
nity  of  office  can  fecure  from  guilt,  and  the  moft  awful  ven¬ 
geance  awaits  fuch.  Prov.  xi.  4.  It  is  dreadful  to  bring  an 
odium  upon  facred  concerns.  d  Superftitious  fcrupulofity 
caufeth  guilt  very  often  to  be  well  known.  c  The  flock  pf 
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office,  unto  that  fame  late  and  ever  memorable  day  that 
he  was  taken  up  hence  from  us  to  the  Father ,  muft  one 
forthwith  be  ordained  to  be  a  fare  witnefs  of  his  ( q )  re- 
furred  inn  from  the  dead ,  which  did  eminently  feal  the 
truth  of  his  whole  admirable  deftrine.  And  they,  ajjent - 
ing  to  fuel)  wfe  propofal  (r),  appointed  two  out  of  the  fe- 
vonty-who  were  mojt  dijlinguifloed  from  the  red ,  yet  nearly 
equal  (s),  Joieph,  called  alfo  (0  Barfabas,  who ,from  his 
uprigh  t  living,  w  a  s  fu  1  n  a  m  ed(  u)  J  u  ftus ,  a  h  d  (x)  M  a  t  thias . 
And  they  pfayed(y)  with  great  folemnity ,  leaving  the 
choice  to  him  who  is  per  fed  in  knowledge ,  and  x'aid.  Thou, 
Lord,  Jcfus,  to  whom  all  power  is  given  in  heaven  and 
earth,  which  Hkcwife  ( z)  knoweft  the  hearts  of  all 
men  f,  lhew  whether  of  thefe,/row  being  beft  qualified , 
tliou  haft  chofen,  in  thyfelf,  to  the  arduous  honourable  of¬ 
fice,  that  he  may  take  part  with  us  of  this  vacated  mi- 
niftry  and  apoftlefhip,  from  which  inferable  Judas  by 
tranfgreftion  fell,  that  he  might  go  (a)  away  to  his 
own  beft  fuited 6  place  for  punijhment.  And,  after  prayer , 

bending  his  doflrine,  aflions,  and  death,  (y)  Or  fet  up.  (r) 
Perhaps  the  hro  her  ot  James  the  Lefs,  and  Thaddeus,  Mat.  xiii.  55- 
Mark  xv.  4c. ;  or  he  might  be  the  fame  as  in  Mat.  xxvii.  56.  Mark 
vi.  3.  (/)  According  to  fome,  the  Son  of  an  oath;  othersof  con- 
verljon  :  others,  of  reft  or  quiet:  a  man  remarkably  free  and  up¬ 
right  (/)  Whence  the  Roman  word,  juftitia,  or  juftice,  Col  iv, 

1  1.  (//)  Utb  gift  of  God.  He  might  be  the  fame  with  Nathaniel, 
John  i  47:  both  have  the  like  meaning,  (x)  Comp.  John  xvii. 
iK  xx  zi  Gal  i  \  (jJ  See  John  ii.  24,  25.  vi.  64  Rev.  ii„ 
23  comp.  J.r.  xvii.  10.  (z)  ilxpTeffes  the  event,  comp.  John 

xv;i.  1  z.  It  was  a  maxim  among  the  Jews,  “  he  that  be* 
trayerh  an  ilr.icliie  ihall  have  no  part  in  the  world  to  come,”  Light- 
foot.  Comp.  M.d.  xxvi.  24.  John,  vi  7c,  7 1.  (<*)  See  Lev.  xvi.  S. 

REFLECTIONS. 

Chrift  fhould  he  allowed  to  fuller  ns  little  as  may  he  by  the  in- 
clilcretion  of  one  or  other  of  its  ihepherds.  f  Men  who  judge 
by  what  tliey  fee  or  hear  may  be  deceived.  From  the  word 
kinds  of  evil  much  good  may  be  produced.  We  ought  ever 
to  do  our  beft  and  leave  the  iflues  to  God.  In  the  choice  of 
fpiritual  guides  we  mud  not  lean  to  human  afFedlions.  s  Cer¬ 
tain  fokinn  appeals  to  Providence  are  highly  inftrticlive,  Jer. 
iii.  15.  This  fhould  be  owned  even  in  what  appears  mod  ca- 
fual.  Prov.  xvi.  33. 
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they  gave  fortli  their  lots  (£),  with  both  inf crihcd names : 
and  the  lot  drawn  fell  upon  Matthias  ;  and,  with  lie 
confent  of  all  who  were  prejent,  from  that  time  forward ,  he 
was  numbered  with  the  other  eleven  (e)  apoftlcs. 


CHAT.  II 

SECT.  VI.  F  R  O  hi  VERSE  I. 

AND  when  the  day  of  (a)  Pentecoft  was  fully 
come,  they,  of  the  apo/tolical  order ,  were  all  af¬ 
fectionately  met  %  with  one  (b)  accord  in  one  place,  for 
religious  cxercifes.  And  fuddenly  there  came  a  found 
of frange  nature  from  (r)  heaven,  as  of  a  rufhir.g  mighty 
wind,  and  it  filled  ( d )  with  fenfible  cjfe&s  all  in  that 
room  of  the  houfe  where  they  were  fitting.  And  there 
appeared  Ukcwife,  jujl  on  the  back  of  this ,  unto  them  a 
number  of  ( e )  cloven  tongues,  with  various  points ,  like 
as  of  lambent  (_/?)  fire  ;  and  it  was  Jo  ordered  that  cm 

J’ fli.  vi:.  15,  16,  &c.  1  ‘'am.  \v.  41,  x.  2C,  &c.  Prov.  xvi.  33. 
1  Chroti.  x :ci v,  <,  See.  (/;)  Though  the  lait  named,  and  poffi  i.y 
leal!  conTulerabie  wuh  men.  he  was  not  i'o  with  the  Lord,  Barfa- 
bas,  though  not  chofen,  might  be  appointed  to  Tome  eminent  office, 
as  in  A£ls  xi.  24.  liii.  2.  Xiv.  2,  14.  (c)  See  Mat.  xxviii.  16. 

Mnk  xv:.  14. 

('/)  Fihy  from  the  Paflbver ;  famous  for  firft  fruits  of  the 
bread,  for  promulgation  of  the  law,  and  now  tlut  of  the  New  Co¬ 
venant,  fee  Lev.  xxiii.  it,  1 b. ;  comp.  Luke  ii.  21.  Jer.  xxv.  12. 
Exod.  xix.  1,  11.  Numb,  xxvii’.  6.  In  funnier  the  concourle  muft 
have  been  great.  (/;)  Comp  ciiap.  i.  14,  is-  (  )  Not  like  thofe 
from  earth  or  water,  prefignified  John  xx.  2:.;  comp.  Ger.iii.  8. 
(<t)  Preface  of  future  gofpel  fuccels  over  the  whole  eanh,  Hcb.  iv. 

1  2,  1  Kings  ii:.  14,  j  t.;  calm  figns  compared  with  Ex.  xix.  1 6.  Sc  . 
Heh.  xii,  iK,  &r.  All  before  this  were  flnuhnvs  of  better  things  to 
come,  (c)  What  had  divided  the  world  before  was  now  to  conci¬ 
liate  its  inhabitants.  If.  xsv.  7.  They  were  to  be  made  one  in  Chrift, 
Lph.  ii.  19.  &  .  (  f)  Comp.  If.  v.  24.  Theyfpoke  the  myfteriesof 
the  gofpel  kingdom,  through,  und  with  iuch  energy,  as  10  inflame 

REFLECTION. 

a  God  promifes  his  gifts  to  unity. 
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of  tbefe  fit  down,  for  a  time,  upon  each  of  them  (g)  : 
and,  agreeably  to  the  above  fymbolical fgns,  they  were  all 
completely  filled  (If)  with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
to  become  eminently  wife  and  good ,  and  to  work  miracles  ; 
and,//is«  that  day  in  particular,  they  began  b  to  fpeak, 
in  clear  and  fervent  manner,  with  other  tongues,  be- 
fidcs  their  own  mother  one  (/),  even  as  the  Spirit  from 

their  minds  to  true  fiut'i  and  piety,  fee  Mat.  iii.  r  1.  Hence  they 
Ihould  hive  known  J  ahn  to  he  a  true  prophet,  (g)  The  whole  i  io, 
chap.  i.  15.  ii.  18.  x:.  if.  To  be  ever  with  them  in  (Irange  coun¬ 
tries.  (4)  See  A<ff  i.  17,  18.  Wnence  more  than  apoftles  appear 
to  have  been  thus  honoured,  fee  Mat.  iii.  16.  Now  was  Chrift  in 
pofTeflion  of  his  kingdom,  Aflsi.  5.  tph.  iv.  8.  Mark  xvi.  17.  1  Cor. 
xii.  ic,  30. ;  comp.  Luke  i.  41, 42,  67.  (/)  They  might  often, 

REFLECTIONS. 

b  An  invincible  argument  of  the  mnjsfty  of  Chrifl  in  hea¬ 
ven,  and  of  the  divinity  of  his  gofpel.  The  apoftles  were 
principally  concerned,  chap.  i.  26.  ii  14.  comp.  John  xiv.  16. 
xv.  2 6.  xvi.  7.  A£ls  i.  5.  The  gift  wis  derived  from 
them  by  impolition  of  hands.  All  who  hope  to  be  faved 
rnuft  implicitly  rely  upon  apoftolical  teaching,  fhe  com- 
inuni«*ations  even  to  them  were  gradual,  comp.  AOs  t  it, 
15.  1  Cor.  xv.  51.  They  expected  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
that  as  an  evidence  of  Chrift’s  exaltation.  When  obtained 
they  certainly  knew  of  it  from  confcinufnefs;comp.  John  xiv.  25. 
26.  xvi  12,  13.  :  miracles,  its  effe£b,  were  demonftrative  of 
it  to  others,  'fhe  old  law  was  given  on  (tone ;  the  new,  on 
faithful  believing  hearts,  knit  together  in  unity.  In  minds  well 
occupied  the  divine  Spirit  choofes  to  dwell.  His  gifts  were 
various  and  had  an  immediate  power.  The  fpreading  of  the 
gofpel  was  to  be  one  of  its  chief  evidences  A  burning  tongue, 
upon  fpiritual  heavenly  fitbjeefts,  raviiheth.  God  dealcth  to 
each  as  he  thinks  good  ;  ami  all  are  to  be  accountable  for  what 
they  receive nn  truft.  Difference  of  gifts  fiiould  lead  to  mu¬ 
tual  endearments  and  aid.  Concord  and  unity  mark  the  true 
church.  The  new  law  was  given  from  Mount  Zion,  with  a 
glory,  mild,  gentle,  and  familiar.  By  this  time  the  divine  pre- 
i.-nce  had  left  the  temple.  By  a  manner  fcnfible  and  vifible 
the  mind  is  flrongly  «(Fe£ted.  Knowledge,  purity  of  do&rine, 
and  energy,  did  confnmc  human  drofs,  and  left  a  bleffed  re¬ 
finement,  comp.  If.  xliv.  3.  Joelii.  28.  John  vii.  39.  1  Cor.  xii. 
13.  Love  with  zeal  are  the  beft  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and  fpe- 
dally  adapted  to  fuccefsful  miniftration. 

c  * 
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above  gave  them  ready  utterance.  And  there  were, 
together  with  people  dwelling  conjtantly  at  Jerufalem,  Jews, 
and  converted  (/)  devout  men  out  of  every  known  na¬ 
tion  (k)  almojt  under  heaven,  then  affcmbled  to  worjhip . 


SECT.  VII.  FROM  VERSE  VI. 

NOW  when  this  miracle,  from  what  had  happened  in 
the  houfe ,  with  its  fubfequent  extraordinary  effecls{a),  was 
noifed  abroad,  the  multitude  of  different  ranks ,  foon 
came  together  wherever  the  apojtles  taught ,  and  were  ( b ) 
confounded  in  their  minds ,  becaufe  that  every  man 
prefent .  though  of  different  nations ,  heard  them  who  were 
unlearned ,  fpeak,  orderly  and  by  turns ,  in  his  own  proper 
language.  And  they  were  all  amazed,  and  even  mar¬ 
velled  exceedingly  %  faying  one  to  another.  Behold,  are 
not  all  thefe,  which  we  hear  fpeak,  of  one  country ,  and 
the  greater  part  of  them  well  known  to  be  Galileans  of  no 
txtenfive  education?  And  how  then  hear  we  every  man 
from  them  a  regular  addrefs  in  our  own  (r)  tongue, 
made  ufe  of  by  the  cities  and  nations  wherein  we  were 
born  (c/)?  Parthians  and  ( e )  Medes,  and  Perfian{  f) 
Elamites,  and  the  dwellers  in  (g)  Mefopotamia,  though 

if  not  always,  have  th*  motions  to  this,  comp.  Afls  x,  46.  xix.  6. 
iii.  16.  (y)  Comp.  Luke  ii.  25.  Such  would  be  very  cautious  how 
they  did  believe  and  receive,  John  xiii.  47.  xii.  2c.  1  Kings  viii.  4  , . 
G)  A  hyperbole  for  vaft  multitudes.  How  well  attelted  then 
mull  this  miracle  have  been? 

(-3)  See  verfe  2,  Jer.  x.  22.  Ex.  iv.  8.  (t>)  Comp,  verfe  7  f  2. 

Adtsxix.  29.  32.  i  Cor,  xiv.  23  27,40.  (c)  Language  and  even 

dialed!.  (rf)  Bordering  upon  Pei  lia,  who  revolted  from  the  kings 
of  Syria  and  became  a  powerful  nation,  (e)  People  of  Afia,  who, 
after  the  diviiion  of  the  AfTyrian  empire,  and  before  Pcrfia,  were 
very  powerful.  (/)  From  Elam,  fon  of  Sem,  Gcr.  x.  21.  lla. 
xxi.  7,  Jer.  xxv.  25.  (g)  Betwixt  the  rivers  Tigris  and  Euphrates, 

pow  Hiarber,  in  Afiatic  Turkty  ;  called  alfc,  in  the  Old  Tefla- 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Men  attain  not  to  fuch  a  treafure  of  knowledge,  and  to 
fuch  readinefs  in  fpeaking  fo  many  tongues,  by  the  help  of  the 
belt  education,  the  greateft  genius,  and  a  life  fpent  in  long. 
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of  Jewifh  belief,  and  in  (h)  Judea  more  generally ,  and 
(i)  Cappadocia,  in  (j)  Pontus,  and  (£)  Afia,  (/)  Phry¬ 
gia,  and  (m)  PamphyJia,  in  (n)  Egypt,  who  do  commonly 
live  like-wife ,  and  in  the  parts  of  (o)  Lybia  about  ( p ) 
Cyrene,  and  ftrangers  of  (y)  Rome  itfelf,  native  (r) 
Jews,  and  numerous  (j)  profelytes  to  their  belief  (f), 
Cretes  and  (if)  Arabians,  we,  of  all  thefe  encompajjing 
kingdoms,  do  hear  them  ipeak  in  our  own  tongues  the 
late  (x)  wonderful  works  of  Almighty  Godb,  by  a  o\ice 
crucified  but  now  exalted  Jefus ;  and  dodrines ,  and  promifcs 
founded  upon  thefe ,  both  new  and  excellent.  And  they 
were  (y)  all  amazed,  and  were  in  perplexing  doubt  not- 
withjlanding,  for  a  while,  faying  one  to  another.  What 
ineaneth  this  very fingular  unaccountable  thing;  and  how 
does  any  one  conceive  it  will  end ?  Others,  who  either 

ment,  Pad.m- Aram.  ( h )  Country  of  Judah’s  tribe,  where  He¬ 
brew,  with  a  mixture  of  Chaldee- Syriac,  was  fpoken,  called  alfo 
Paleftine ;  now  a  . province  of  Afiatic  Turkey.  (/)  In  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Cilicia,  a  province  of  Turkey,  (j)  Near  the  Euxine 
Sea,  on  the  fouth  fide,  in  Lefler  Afia.  (1)  The  Lefler  ;  and  fome- 
times  called  Ionia,  whereof  Ephefus  was  the  capital ;  bounded  by 
the  Hellefpont,  Propontis,  bofphorus,  and  the  Euxine  Sea,  on 
the  north  ;  by  Georgia,  Armenia,  Turcomania,  on  the  eaft  ;  by 
Syria  and  the  Levant  Sea,  upon  the  fouth  \  and  by  the  Archipe¬ 
lago  on  the  weft.  (/)  Where  I  roy  flood,  (w)  Part  of  Alia  too. 
The  name  dignifying  all  tribes.  Now  a  part  of  Carmania,  fubjeft 
to  the  Turks.  («)  Where  many  Jews  dwelt.  A  chief  part  of 
Africa,  about  600  miles  in  length,  and  from  ico  to  zr  o  in  breadth, 
from  eaft  to  weft.  («d  Called  alfo  Africa  by  the  Greeks,  fouth- 
weft  of  the  former.  (/»)  Near  to  the  Egyptians  and  Carthaginians. 
(?)  Head  of  the  world  th:n,  and  feat  of  the  fourth  great  monarchy  j 
in  Italy,  (r)  by  birth  and  religion  dwelling  there.  (/)  From 
heathenifti  religion  to  that  of  the  Jews,  Mat.  xxiii.  15.  (r)  Or,  of 

the  illand  Candia,  the  largeft  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  divides 
Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa.  («)  Of  Afia,  the  Greiter,  having 
Turkey  on  the  north,  Perfia  and  the  Gulph  of  Perfia  on  the  eaft, 
the  Indian  Ocean  on  the  fouth,  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Ifthmus  of 
Sue/,  on  the  weft,  bordering  upon  Judea,  verfe  12.  (x)  Comp. 

Luke  i.  49.  Job.  xi.  13.  3  Mac.  ver.  penult.  (^)  Or  moftly,  fee 

REFLECTIONS. 

clofe,  and  laborious  ftudy.  b  It  is  right  to  Lurch  diligently, 
and  defire  to  learn  what  we  perceive  not. 
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knew  no  language five  their  own ,  or  who, from  wicked  care- 
Itfsnefs  of  temper ,  did  not  attend  as  they  ought  to  fo  great  a 
miracle,  mocking  faid  c,  thefe  men,  whofe  jargon  you  have 
fo  much  paliencc  to  hear ,  are  full,  even  to  the  degree  of  be¬ 
ing  intoxicated ,  of  new  (z )  and  much  fermenting  wine. 

SECT.  VIII.  FROM  VERSE  XIV. 

BUT  Peter  Handing  up  to  be  both  better  feen  and 
heard ,  with  the  other  eleven  Apojlles  (a),  with  a  firm 
toJie  of  authority ,  lifted  up  his  voice,  and,  in  name  of 
the  whole  illuminated  brethren ,  faid  unto  them  who  con- 
f rad i fled  and  blafphemcd.  Ye  *  men  of  Judea,  and  all  ye 
learned  in  particular  that  dwell  at  Jerufalem,  be  this 
mojl  ajfurcdly  known  unto  you,  and  hearken  to  my 

Amos  i't.  13.  Joel  iii.  18.  (z)  Or  fweet  and  eafily  kept  in  this 

ftatr.  Pint. 

(/7j  Now  he  hegins  to  accomplifh,  John  i.  41. 

REFLECTIONS. 

e  It  is  of  die  nature  of  prejudice  to  he  rafh,  cruel,  incon- 
fiftent.  Words  of  wife  and  pious  import  were  not  fuch  figns 
of  intoxication  as  theirs  were.  There  are  perfons  and  place*, 
;md  ages  too,  who  feein  to  delight  in  ignorance.  Even  the 
prophanely  foolifh  are  to  be  fet  right  by  words  of  meek  truth. 
It  is  a  mark  of  culpable  In  tie,  to  find  fault  with  what,  at  firit, 
may  not  he  didinetiy  underllood.  By  means  of  the  Spirit, 
poor  unlearned  fifiiermen  pradlifed  celdtial  eloquence,  rebuked 
proud  Pharifees,  confuted  fubtle  and  crafty  philofophers,  and 
put  orators  thcmfelves  to  filence.  Nothing  is  more  difficult 
than  to  fpeak  before  a  large  company,  and  thofe-  of  different 
conditions  and  tailes.  The  multitude  in  all  ages  are  apt  to  he 
clamorous. 

3  To  conciliate  attention,  add  refs,  when  mof!  firm  and  hold, 
eight  to  be  after  an  engaging  manner  Of  a  fudden,  from  a 
ftfiier,  Peter  is  made  an  orator;  a  clear  and  perfuafive  one. 
'fhe  glory  of  Chrift  is  bed  defended  by  plain  feripture  teltimo- 
rii’s  Cod  will  as  faithfully  perform  what  is  to  come,  as  he 
1  nth  done  vhat  is  pall  It  is  the  part  of  a  good  fhenherd  to 
Ifep  ferth  valiantly  to  defend  the  honour  of  Clivilt  and  his  peo¬ 
ple,  agaiult  falfe  and  crafty  accufations. 
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words  which  follow ,  with  due  compofure  b :  for  thefc,  my 
dear  friends  and  colleagues  in  office ,  arc  not  drunken, 
as  ye  who  lajl  fpoke  do  rajhly  fuppofc,  feeing  it  is  but 
the  ( b )  third  hour  of  the  day  from  fun  rfe  c,  and  a  re¬ 
ligious  one  too ,  when  fucb  a fcandal  would  be  truly  horrible. 
But  this,  admired  by  fome  and  reproached  by  others ,  is 
the  large  fulfilment  begun  of  that  great  event  which  was 
1'poken  aforetime  by  the  (c)  prophet J  Joel ;  and  it  fhall 
come  to  pafs  in  the  laft  days  (V)  of  fcrufalcm  and  of 
tbejewifh Jlatci  faith  the  Lord  God)  1  will  plenieoujly  pour 
out  of  my  Spirit,  even  like  (<?)  water ,  to  wafh  away  the 
pollution  of  fin ,  and  that  upon  all  human  (/)  flelh  :  and 
your  fons  and  your  daughters,  by  this  means,  from  the 
beads  of  Ifrael,  ihall  of  a  fudden  be  enabled  to  (g)  prophe- 

(^)  About  nine  of  the  morning, or  that  of  theearlieft  temple  prayers. 
Upon  Sabbaths  or  holidays  they  were  wont,  before  that  hour,  to 
e^t  nothing,  Jfephus.  The  apoflolical  difeourfes,  moreover,  were 
fublime  and  coherent,  (c)  Chap,  ii-  zfc.  Or,  according  to  the  He¬ 
brew  text,  iii.  i.  A  more  valiJ  argument  than  the  former,  and 
direft  anfwer  to  verfe  12.  Every  thing  in  revelation,  prior  to  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  had  more  or  lefs  a  reference  to  him,  as  had  like- 
wife  perfons  and  events,  and  what  was  prophefied  of  them.  Joel's 
word?  are  cited  from  the  LXX.  and  it  may  he  from  memory. 
(</)  Or  times  of  the  Teacher  of  Ilighteoufnefi,  Joel  ii.  23.  Chrift 
was  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnef .  Mis  days  were  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  it.  («•)  Comp.  if.  xiiv.  3.  John  iv.  14.  vii.  3*,  3^.  Tit. 
ii;.  6.  {/)  Or  men  belonging  to  God  of  every  rank.  Fiji)  natu¬ 

rally  frail,  makes  a  beautiful  contrail  here,  with  divine  powerful 
« Spirit;  comp.  Arts  viii.  j  7.  x.  44.  xix.  6.  it  was  a  maxim  with  the 
Jews,  that  the  Divine  Majsfty  dwelleth  not  with  perfons  out  of 
Paleltine,  nor  upon  any  pouj.  (^)  To  foretell  and  preaui,  coinp. 

REFLECTIONS* 

b  Falfe  opinions  mull  iirft  be  removed,  to  make  clear  way  for 
truth  c  Seafons  Ieaft  expo  fed  to  fluime  are  chofen  by  all, 
five  the  in-flexibly  reprobate,  for  doing  evil,  x  TheJf  v.  5.  At 
■folenin  religious  fealts,  to  eat  and  drink  immoderately,  would 
be  to  the  laft  degree  offenlive.  J  The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  beft 
interpreter  of  his  own  words  What  we  have  here,  many  of 
the  ancient  Jews  applied  to  the  days  of  the  Median,  it  is  for 
every  one’s  profit  to  be  attentive  to  found  feripture  du&rine. 
By  prophely  diftant  ages  are  connected  together,  and  perpetual 
matter  for  reviving  the  euriofit;/  cf  men  h  provided,  hum  .hue 
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fy,  and  your  young  men  fhall  fee  miraculous  vilions 
relative  to  divine  things,  by  day ,  and  your  old  men  fhall 
by  night  dream  (A)  fupernatural  dreams :  and  on  my 
meanejl  fervants  as  to  outward  rank ,  and  on  my  hand¬ 
maidens  of  like  condition ,  1  will  pour  out  in  thofe  days 
of  my  enriching  Spirit ;  and  they  too  fhall  pro  pliefy  (,) 
dreadful  things  :  and,  agreeably  to  what  they  declare  to 
thofe  whom  no  affuranccs,  with  proffers  of  good,  do  gratefully 
ajfeft,  1  will  fhew  wonders  e  of  tremendous  vengeance 
in  heaven  (j)  above,  and  figns  of  like  tremendous  nature , 
in  the  earth  beneath  ;  no  left  than  forerunners  immediate 
of  blood  from  Jlaughtered  men ,  and  fire  of  whole  cities , 
fields,  and  villages,  and  vapour  of  fmok e.  from  them,  far 
and  wide  difperfed :  The  fun  it  [elf,  by  this  means  among 
others,  fhall  be  turned  in  many  parts  of  the  impenitent 
JewiJh  kingdom  into  dtfmal  darknefs,  and  the  moon 
into  an  image  o/*blood  (It),  before  that  great  and  not¬ 
able  day  of  the  (/)  Lord  fhall  come  to  have  its  entire 
accomplijhment :  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  whom¬ 
ever,  without  any  refpett  of  perfons  f,  fhall  religion  fly  (ni) 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus ,  out  of  pure  faith, 
and  having  a  good  confciencc,  fhall  be  faved  («),  even  in 
time,  from  the  weight  of  thofe  miferies ;  and  more  completely 
and  durably  beyond  death . 


Adts  xxi.  9.  Perhaps  not  as  yet  made  out,  Adtsix.  10.  (/-)  Comp. 
Numb.  xii.  0.  Aftsxvi..^.  (/' )  See  noteyi  Afts  v.  32.  (j)  See 

Luke  xxi.  1  j,  &c.  All  confirmed  both  by  Jewifh  and  heathen  tes¬ 
timony.  (k)  See  Mat  xxiv.  29.  Rev.  vi.  12.  a  defcription  per¬ 
fectly  emblematical  of  the  great  day,  2  Pet.  iii.  ic,  See.  :  coma. 
Eccl.  xii.  1,2.  If.  xiii.  10  Joel  iii.  15.  Rev  viii.  12.  ix.  2.  Lzefc. 
xxxii.  7.  (/)  Rom.  x.  12,  13  (?«)  Part  iorche  whole  of  religion  ; 

comp  Gen.  xii.  zb  xiii.  4  xxvi.  25  1  Chrnn.  xiii.  6  Pfal.  lxxtx  6. 
ifa.  xii  25.  Jer.  x.  25.  Adh  ix.  24.  (/;)  Comp.  Luke  xii,  18,  19. 
M.ak  xxiv.  1 6,  See.  Lzck.  ix.  4,  6. 


REFLECTIONS. 

to  time.  e  Arguments  of  terror  (hould  be  early  ufed,  where 
there  is  much  danger  of  offending.  The  contempt  of  the 
Spirit  is  followed  with  alarming  judgements.  That  which 
obtains  at  laft,  will  be  the  molt  fevere,  2  The£T.  i.  7,  &c. 
2  Pet.  iii.  to,  &c. 
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SECT.  XI.  FROM  VERSE  XXII. 

Y  F.  men  of  (a)  Ifr zeYs  line,  hear  thefe  my  following 
important  words ;  Jefus,  whom  you  well  know  to  have 
come  out  of  Nazareth,  where  he  was  long  brought  up  and 
educated ;  a  (b)  man  whom  therefore  {/)  you  did  defpife , 
but  who  was  eminently  approved,  yea  recommended  of 
God  (<:/)  by  various  irrefragable  teftmonies  among  you 
all,  of  miracles.(e)  manifold %  and  wonders,  and  figns, 
both  of  mighty  power  and  love ,  which  God,  even  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  did  by  him  in  the  midft  of  you,  as  yeyourfelves 
alfo  cannot  but  know:  him,  being  delivered  over  to 
human  will  through  the  fad  treachery  of  bis  difciple  Judas , 
and  yet  by  the  determinate  (/)  counfel,  and  clear  fore¬ 
knowledge  of  God,  ye,  of  this  generation ,  have  taken, 
and  by  wicked  hands  (g)  of  Roman  foldiers^h'i.vt  cruci¬ 
fied  b  with  public  infamy ,  and  flain,  as  a  vile  detejlable 
mahfattor  ;  whom  that  fame  good  God  ( h )  hath  now 
raifed  up,  in  high  honour  from  the  grave ,  having  loofed 
the  (/)  pains  ot  death,  by  which  he  Was  brought  thither : 

(a)  The  Jews  delighted  in  this  name,  and  Peter  wifely  gratifies 
them ;  comp.  Mat;  xxvi.  7;  Marl^  i.  24.  Luke  iv.  34.  John  xviii.  5,  7. 
(b)  Comp.  John  i.  y .  Adis  xvii.  31  ( c )  Mat.  ii.  23.  John  xix.  1 9. 

(  /)  To  be  the  great  Msftiah,  John  iii.  2.  v.  36.;  comp.  1  ThefT.  i.  5. 
It  is  the  Hebrew  manner  to  exprets  the  fame  thing  bf  various 
words  ;  fee  Lfth.  ii.  y.  2  Cor.  xii.  1  2.  (?)  Mat.  vii.  22.  xiv.  2,  & c. 

Adts  vi.  8  H  h.  ii.  4.  Mat.  viii.  21.  xii.  23.  John  vii.  3  1.  v.  19,  36. 
x.  37,  38.  (/)  Comp.  Luke  xxiv.  26.  xxii.  12.  1  Pet.  i.  2,  2c. 

(g)  (Jr,  without  law  ;  comp.  Mat.  xx.  45.  Markxiv.4r.  Thus 
wi  ked  adts  were  over  ruled  to  infinite  and  univerfal  benefit.  The 
enemies  ot  Chrift  could  not  have  put  him  to  death  without  divine 
permifllon;  comp.  Mat.  xxvi.  53,  54.  Luke  xxii.  53.  ( h )  A  capi¬ 
tal  point  of  faith  in  Chrift.  (/)  Others,  cords  or  bonds  ;  fee 
2  Sam.  xxii;  6.  Pfal.  xviii.  5,  6.  xi.  6,  3.  St.  Luk:  follows  LXX. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  How  much  greater  and  more  numerous  were  the  miracles 
of  Jefus  than  thofe  of  Mofes?  comp.  Numb.  xvi.  28,  29,  3c. 
b  He  flayeth  the  man  that  procuieth  his  death.  The  miracles 
°f  Je^us  were  blazed  abroad  throughout  all  Judea,  with  the 
cities  and  nations  bordering  thereupon.  !f)iviiie  counfels  are 
both  foretold  and  executed  without  the  leaft  violation  of  hu- 
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26  acts  of  the  Chap.  II. 

becaufef  if  was  not  poflible,  from  (  j)  the  wife  and  equal 
decree  of  heaven,  that  he  fhould  b  z  finally  hoMen  of  it; 
er,  that  he  f:-ou  Id  even  long  remain  fo .  For,  to  male  it  the 
more  c  red  tine  and  of  eafy  apprchcnfion ,  David,  in  the  book 
cf(k )  P films ,  thus  fpeaketh  concerning  him:  I  fore¬ 
saw  the  (/  !  Lord,  ns  my  example  and  aid  under  fore  afflic¬ 
tion ,  always  before  my  face  ;  for  he  is  like  one  on  mv 
right  hand,  to  that  purpofc ,  that  I  fhould  not  be  moved 
away  from  thine  integrity ,  or  fink  under  any  trial :  there¬ 
fore,  upon  fitch  firm  confidence ,  did  my  heart  rejoice  ; 
and,  out  of  its  fidnefs,  my  (;«)  tongue  was  made  («)glad 
(<?)  with  folemn  grateful  praife :  moreover  aifo,  my  very 
mortal  flefh  Ihall  fiill(p')  reft  in  fare  hope  of  an  infant 
and  glorious  refirreflion.  Becaufe  thou,  0  God  tr.ojt  high , 
wilt  not  leave  my  precious  (y)  foul  in  (r'l  hell,  neither 
wilt  thou  fuffer  (V)  thine  Holy  One  whom  thou  delight ejl 
in ,  even  after  burial^  fo  much  as  to  fee  \  i)  bodily  corrup- 

(  /)  Comp.  Ma'.ix.  ly.  (1)  F Gl.  xv!.  8.  LXX.  (/)  Comp, 
h  tih  xxv.  i  c.  cix.  29.Sc-.  (m)  H;b.  Gioiy,  as  in  Pfal.  xxx.  12. 

(«}  Or  exulted.  (')  1  he  Greek  word  is  proper  to  one  abiding 
in  a  tabernacle,  or  ter.t.  for  a  fh-rt  time.  Corruption  and  the 
worm  (hall  not  he  able  to  overcome.  (/)  My  life  to  perilh.  A 
part  cf  mao.  put  for  the  whole  ;  as  in  Ii/.ck,  >:v’>.  i  7,  xv'ii.  4..  2r, 
xxii.  ? 7.  Aft*.  vi i.  14.  1  Pet.  lii.  :o.  ;  comp.  Pul.  xxxiii. .19.  x.ix. 
it.  Ixxxi.v.  4^.  (y)  Grave.  Gr.  an  irvifibie  hare;  comp.  Job 
vi*.  9.  Pul.  vi.  5.  If.  txxvif.  1 8.  1  Co-,  xv.  55.  Rev.  f.  18.  xx.  [4, 
(/•)  Gr.  or  give,  (j)  Comp.  Mark  i.  24.  (.')  Ur  experience; 

REFLECTION*. 

man  freedom.  c  As  Cltrift  was  without  fin,  fo  he  could  not 
be  kept  in  any  bondage  ;  lea'!  ot  all  that  of  death.  It  was  tire 
will  of  God  that  this  his  beloved  (hould  fuller,  to  the  intent 
that  we  fhould  be  delivered.  WhiMl  hide  ring  bodily  pains 
Cbrift  reiniced  inwardly.  Death  and  hell  have  no  perpetual 
power,  except  in  thole*  who  are  fubjeCt  to  fin.  After  the  ex¬ 
ample  ofjefus.  let  us  lenrn  to  put  our  whole  truft  in  Almighty 
God,  who  is  both  mercy  and  life.  He  may  feem  to  turn 
away  his  countenance  for  a  time,  but  will  return  with  greater 
advantage  than  ever.  In  none  of  his  promifes  is  it  polhble  for 
God  to  lie.  Our  Lord’s  refurreclion  is  an  undoubted  pledge 
of  ours.  How  tvnnfcendentare  the  riches  of  grace  here  !  Heb. 
i.  3.  Eph.  i.  2 1 , 
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tion.  Thou  dijhnclly  made  known  to  me  the 
ways  of  obtaining  a  bleffed  and  endlefs  life  ;  thou  ihalt, 
after  my  ftiffe  rings  here  arc  over ,  make  me  full  of  hea¬ 
venly  j  oy  with  the  light  of  thy  («)  cou  ntenance. 


SECT.  X.  FROM  VERSE  XXIX. 

MEN  (a)  and  brethren,  whom  I  dearly  love(b)y  let 
me  now  freely  fpeak  unto  you  of  what  my  heart  dic¬ 
tates  concerning  the  ( c )  patriarch  and  noble  king  David  : 
that  he  is  both  long  fi nee  dead  ( d )  from  our  earth ,  and 
buried,  and  his  fepulchre,  wherein  the  royal  bod\>  was 
hid ,  is  with  us  abiding  (e)  to  this  day.  Therefore, 
being  a  prophet,  under  large  cele/lial  influence ,  and 
knowing  that  God  had  fworn  (/)  with  an  oath  to 
him,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  loiiisfg)  by  direft  lineage , 
according  to  the  (/>)  bodily  flefh,  he  would  raife  up  the 
(/)  Chr iff  to  fit  on  his  throne  (j)  above :  he,  with  a 
firm  reliance  on  the  failhfulnefs  of  God ,  feeing  this  before, 
by  divine  inf  pirn*  ion,  fpake  of  the  refurrection  of  Chrift, 
as  another  felf ‘  that  his  {If)  foul  was  not  left  in  hell, 
neither  his  flefli  did  fee  corruption.  This  fame  Jefus 
hath  Almighty  (/)  God  raifed  up,  according  to  promt fe ,  on 
the  third  day ,  whereof  we  a  ail  at  prefent  before  you  are 

comp.  John  viii.  21.  Heh.  xi.  5  («)  Como.  Pfal.  xvii.  15.  Or 

prefence. 

(j)  Soothing  compellation,  when  he  had  to  enter  upon  a  pain*' 
ful  I11, jeA.  ( h )  Or.  1  may.  (-)  80  hea  ls,  or  chiefs  of  families 
were  ityled.  (i)  Gr.  finifhed  or  endeJ.  (r)  Comp.  A&s  xiii.  36. 

(  f)  A  riebraifim,  denoting  great  certainty  ;  fee  Luke  xxii.  15. 

2  8am.  viii.  12,  PfiL  cxxxii.  n.  (jt)  Comp.  Mat.  i.  16. 
(1*)  Uppofed  to  hib  fiipernatural  divine  conception  ;  as  in  Rom.  i. 
3,4.  iv.  1.  ix.  3.  1  Cor.  x.  ts.  2  Cor.  v.  16.  Gal.  iv.  73,  29  Eph. . 
vi  5.  Col.  iii  22.  (/)  Mediah,  or  anointed  ;  after  the  manner  of 

all  kings  anJ  piiefts.  (y)  Comp.  2  Sam.  vii.  1 2.  Eph.  i.  20,  Sc:. 
Pial.  cxxxii.  11.  (D  See  Ssdl  IX.  note  mt.  (/)  Comp.  Gal.  i.  1. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  The  integrity  of  the  apoftles  could  not  be  attached.  Their 
miraculous  gifts  were  clear,  numerous,  and  beneficent. 
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(ni)  witneflcs  by  pcrfonal  knowledge.  Therefore,  being 
by  the  omnipotent  right  hand  of  God  exalted  from  deep 
abafement  \ji)  to  fupreme  honour  and  dominion ,  and  having, 
as  his  peculiarly  anointed ,  received  of  the  Father  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  Holy  Glioft  (o),  made  afterwards  by  him  to. 
us,  he  hath,  agreeable  to  t ho. fe  notices,  flied  forth  (/>)this 
refpltndent  gift b  upon  us,  which  ye  now  fee  the  evidence 
of,  and  hear  in  various  tongues  particularly.  For  David, 
(y)  in  the  manner  of  our  great  Lord ,  is  not  afeended  into 
the  higheft  heavens  :  but  he  plainly  faith  himfclf,  by  au 
unerringfpirit.  The  Lord  Jehovah  faid  unto  my  Lord 
Mcjfiah ,  Sit  thou,  with  dijlinguijhed  rank  and  office c  on 
my  right  hand  (r),  until,  by  an  entire  victory,  I  make 
thy  moft  malicious  foes  thy  footftool,  as  it  were  to  keep 
for  ever  at  under.  Therefore,  upon  fuch  clear  concurrent 
evidence,  from  this  time  forward,  let  all  pojlerity,  belonging 
fothe  houfe  of  good  old l frael,  know  alfured]y,that  God, 
whom  no  man  hath  feen ,  nor  can  fee  and  live,  hath  made 


Eph.  i.  17,  Bcc.  r  The{T.  i.  9,  ip.  (w)  The  twelve  efpecially, 
Luke  xxiv.  48.  P.  ii.  32.  xiii.  31-;  comp-  A<fts  iv.  13.  By 

teftimony  of  all  their  fenfes.  They  had  nothing  to  expect  by  bear¬ 
ing  witnefs,  but  hatred,  fcourgings,  imprifonmerts,  and  death. 
(»)  See  John  xx.  17.  Heb.  ii.  9.  Phil.  ii.  8,  &  (?)  Comp.  Luke 

xxiv.  49.  Afts  iv.  5.  John  vii.  39.  xv.  26.  Ur,  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
which  was  promifed,  John  xiv'.  26.  xvi,  13,  (/>)  See  Tit.  iii. 

5,  6.  Eph.  iv.  8.  So  kings,  after  their  coronations,  bellow  liberal 
gifts.  (7)  Comp,  Pfal.  cx.  1.  Mat.  xxii.  44,  45:  (/ )  The  Jews, 

though  mdirettly,  are  here  threatened.  Accommodated  by  figures 


REFLECTIONS. 

h  Ademonftratiye  proof  how  very  dear  Jefus  was  to  God.  c  God 
fo  over-ruled  prophetic  words  as  to  give  them  a  more  fublime 
import  than  even  themfelves  did  comprehend,  1  Pet.  i.  1  \,  r 2. 
We  ought  not  to  fet  fo  much  by  David,  great  as  he  was,  as  to 
what  is  due  to  the  Mcfliah.  Chrift,  as  touching  his  humanity, 
was  to  be  of  the  lineage  and  family  of  David  ;  but  fpiritualty , 
to  fit  upon  his  throne  and  reign  for  ever.  It  becomes  his  di- 
fciples,  with  affection,  to  take  their  part  in  his  glory  and  joy. 
Likewife,  to  pray  without  ceafing,  that  every  oppofing  power 
may  be  brought  under  him,  t  Cor.  xv.  25,  27.  How  effectually 
doth  Chrift’s  refurre&ion  remove  the  fcandal  of  the  crofs  ?  See 
1  Cor.  ii.  8.  The  fum  of  faving  faith  is  to  believe  this. 
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that  fame  Jefus,  whom  ye  have  lately  crucified  (j), 
by  an  invariable  confutation ,  both  (/)  Lord  of  angels  and 
men ,  and  bis  (u)  Chrift  for  fo  glorious  a  purpofe. 


SECT.  XI.  FROM  VERSE  XXXVII. 

N  O  V/,  when  they  (< a )  of  the  Jewifh  nation  heard  this 
effecting  doctrine  from  the  apojlle  Peter ,  they  were  prickr 
ed  (b)  with  deep  for  rowful  (e)  conviction  in  their  heart, 
and  laid  unto  Peter,  on  account  of  their  late  great  crime sf 
with  earnejl  folicitude ,  and  to  the  reft  of  the  apoftles, 
Men(^)  and  dear  brethren,  what  fhall a  we  ( >),  who  have 
been  fo  criminal ,  do  to  be  faved  from  our  extreme  guilt  and 
danger  ?  Then  Peter  faid  unto  them,  There  is  yet  in¬ 
deed  room  for  mercy :  repent  of  your  pajl  aggravated  ini? 
qmtics(fffo  as  to  become  new  creatures  ;  and  ,from  a  lively 
faith  in  him  whom  you  did  fo  raflsly  crucify ,  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you  injlantly ,  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  your  divinely  authorized  (g)  matter,  for  the  remiflion 
of  lins  b  already  pajl ,  and  ye  fhall,  by  way  of  earnejl  ( h\ 

to  human  capacities,  (j)  This  mod  affeding  circumftance  kept 
to  the  laft.  What  had  they  now  to  exped  without  repentance? 
comp,  Luke  xxiv.  26.  (r)  See  Mat.  xxviii.  18.  comp.  John  viii. 

54.  Ads  iii.  13.  v.30,  31.  i  Cor.  xv  28.  Hcb.  i.  3.x.  12,  13. 
('/)  Or  anointed,  Luke  iv.  t8.  Ads,  x.  38. 

(a)  See  ver.  iv.  5.  (/;)  Or  cut ;  fore  afraidt~Gen.  xxxiv.  7. 

(c)  Comp.  Zech.  xii.  10.  (<^)  An  imitation  of  his  own  good 

tnann:r,  ver.  29.  (e)  Is  there  yet  any  hope  left  for  us?  (/")  Comp. 
Mat  iii.  2.  Luke  xxiv.  47.  (^)  See  Mat.  xxvri.  19.  t'he  Jews 

were  found  in  the  faith  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Confecrate  yourfelves  to  Chrift  and  his  dodrine ;  fee  Gal.  v.  3. 
Ads  viii.  37.  x.  47,  48.  xvi.  31,  32,  33.  xix.  4,  5.  Mark  xvi.  16. 
Rom.  x.  9,  10.  Ads  xxii.  16.  Phil.  ii.  12.  referring  particularly  to 
the  oppofers  and  crucificrs  of  Chrift.  ( b )  Comp.  Eph.  i.  13,  14. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Faithful  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend;  comp.  Prov.  xxvii  6. 
xxv.  12.  Pfal.  exxvi.  5.  cxli.  4,  5.  The  gofpel  affords  a  ready, 
fure,  and  encouraging  anfwer  to  lively  penitent  convictions. 
To  he  faved  has  a  claim  to  the  very  utmoft  ardour  of  our  fouls. 
b  None  ought  to  dcfpair,  feeing  even  the  murderers  of  t!:c 
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receive,  in  common  with  us,  the  rich  miraculous  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft, for  effectual  divine  fervice.  For  the  (/')  pro- 
mife  of  that  mojl  necejfary  fupport  and  conflation,  is,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  preceding  oracle,  unto  you,  the  prefent  po/terity 
of  Abraham ,  Ifaac  and  Jacob ;  and  to  your  (y)  children 
from  them,  after  you  ;  and,  not  only  fo ,  but  to  all  them  ( k ) 
of  the  gentile  world  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as 
the  Lord  our  God,  by  bis  effectual  preached  gofpel,  fhall 
call  (/)  to  an  obedient  faith.  And  with  many  other 
words  of  like  conciliatory  nature,  did  he  teftify  the  needful 
truth,  and  earnejlly  exhort  people  of  all  ranks  to  be  fib- 
miffive,  faying,  with  an  undaunted  courage.  Save  your- 
fel  ves,  with  fpced  and  zealous  diligence ,  from  conforming 
to  the  maxims  and  practices  of  this  ( ?n )  untoward  %  mad , 
and  prevailingly  obftinatc  generation  j  and  perijhing  dread¬ 
fully  with  them. 


Afls  xix.  6.  (/)  Other  rich  blefiings  were  to  come  along  with  this, 
Jer.  31,  34.  Zech  xiii.  1.  Gen.  xvii.  7.  Deut.  xxix.  1  5.  Rom.  ix  4. 
Eph.  ii.  1 2.  Rom. xv.  8  £>ce  Afts  ii.  14,  15.  (j)  See  Joel  ii.  2  8. 
Deut.  xxix.  14,  22.  Rev.  xvii  14  J>nn  viii  39  (/{)  See  Eph. 

ii.  13,  17.  Peter’s  words  might  be  over  ruled  to  a  higher  fenfe 
than  even  himfelf  meant,  Mat.  xxviii.  18.  Afts  x.  20,  34,  3*,  4;. 
xi.  2,  13,  18.  See  texts  under  laft  note.  (/)  Comp  Rom.  i.  6,  7. 
viii.  28  1  Cor.  i.  2,  24.  Jude  t.  If.  liii.  1.  Deut.  xxix.  4.  2  Tim. 
ii.  25.  In  words  fignifying  kindnefs,  the  acceptance  of  the  kindnefs 
is  to  be  under  Hood.  («r)  Comp,  verfe  19,  &c.  13. 
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Lord  Jefus  were  pardoned  upon  fuch  reafonable  terms.  How 
gracious  is  the  gofpel  difpenfation  !  Baptifm  is  an  outward  fign 
of  inward  belief,  fo  acknowledge  guilt,  and  dread  punilliment, 
is  the  beginning  of  a  man’s  falvation  :  the  next  thing  is  to  fearch 
for  a  remedy  A  fober  and  meek  fhepherd  exercifeth  no  tyranny, 
even  by  reproachful  checks  j  but  declareth  to  forrowful  hearts, 
without  delay,  how  they  may  be  forgiven.  To  believe  and  truft 
in  God,  who  made  the  promife,  is  the  way  to  leceive.  True 
faith  mud:  be  profefled,  Rom.  i.  16.  Eloquence  from  heaven, 
is  infinitely  more  powerful  than  that  which  is  picked  out  from 
rhetorical  precepts  of  men.  Such  was  the  firlt  call  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  filherman’s  net.  c  Wavering  minds  ought  to  be  con¬ 
firmed  and  forwarded  by  clofe  and  various  exhortations.  They 
mult  be  untoward  indeed  who  can  defpife  the  wholefome  doc¬ 
trine  of  Jefus,  confirmed  by  miracles  fo  numerous  and  benefi¬ 
cent. 
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SECT.  XII.  FROM  VERSE  XLI. 

THEN  they  that ,from  a  genuine  faith ,  gladly  re- 
ceived  the  gofpel  word,  on  purpofe  to  adhere  to  it  ever 
after (rt),  were  publicly  baptized:  and  the  fame  day 
there  were  added  unto  the  number  of  them  who  thus 
became  ready  prof  effing  dfciples  %  about  three  thoufand 
{b)  fouls.  And  they  of  this  vifible  holy  profejpon ,  con¬ 
tinued,  amidfi  numerous  and  awful  dangers ,  fteadfaftly 
in  hearing  and  improving  by  means  of  the  (r)  apoftles 
doftrine,  and  in  mutual  endearing  fellowfhip  ( d )  both 
civil  and  religious  b  ;  and  in  breaking  of  bread  (f),  with 

(a)  By  on?  or  other  of  the  apoftles,  and  in  prefence  of  all ;  fee 
chap.  i.  15.  comp,  verfe  47.  i.  24.  (b)  Put  for  men,  or  rational 

beings,  by  an  eafy  and  fuitable  figure;  comp.  Lu Ice  v.  ir.  (c) 
Comp.  A6ts  i.  14.  ii.46.  vi.  4.  viii.  13.  Rom.  xii.  12.  xiii.  8.  Col. 
iv.  2.  (d)  See  verfe  44,  45.  Rom.  xii.  1  3.  xv.  26.  2  Cor.  viii.  4. 

iv.  13.  or  a  free  diftribution,  Gal.  vi.  6.  ( e )  See  Mat.  xxvi.  zOi 

1  Cor.  x.  16,  17.  Aftsxx.  7.  1  Cor.  xi.  20,  &c.  Love  feafts,  along 
with  this  were  early  made  ufe  of,  Tert.  c.  39.  Butfoon  laid  afide, 
onaccountof  their  being  abufed;  comp.  1  Cor.  x.  21.  Jude  12/ 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  What  an  honour,  to  be  made  the  inflrument  of  fo  much 
good  ?  Likenefs  of  character,  and  a  perfe£t  harmony  of  fenti- 
rr.ents  and  views,  do  clofely  unite  people  in  their  lives.  The 
Spirit  of  God  is  not  idle,  but  operates  even  as  fire  We  ffiould 
cherilh  the  childhood  of  our  regeneration  in  Chrifl.  Preachers 
ought  to  have  with  them,  ever  ready,  all  kinds  of  fpiritual  food. 
Thofe  who  are  to  he  baptized  mull  be  taught  the  rudiments 
of  religion,  and  afterwards,  more  at  large ;  proceeding  always 
to  perfection.  b  The  primitive  church  was  not  burdened  with 
numerous  disputable  opinions.  1  he  foie  eflential  ground¬ 
work  of  faith  was,  that  Jefus,  whom  the  Jews  did  crucify,  waa 
Chrift,  or  Mefliahj  and  that  his  kingdom  was  fpiritual  and  eter¬ 
nal.  True  Chriftian  fellowfhip  imports  every  kind  office,  Rom. 
xii.  6,  &c.  1  Theffi  v.  14.  The  memorials  of  Chrill’s  death  artf 
pure,  and  ought  to  be  received  after  a  pure  manner.  He  hath 
appointed  this  for  a  facred  fign  and  pledge  of  his  love  for  us, 
and  of  the  concord  which  ought  to  fublift  among  Chriflians, 
Thtir  duty,  therefore,  ia  to  examine  thcmfelves,  and  fee  if 
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ibn?ikfgiviJ7g,  to  the  honour  of  their  common  Lord ;  and  in 
prayers  {f}  of  oil  kinds  for  the  progrefs  of  his  kingdom. 
And  reverential  fear  (g)  came  upon  every  foul  who 
joined  not  their focicty :  and  fo  much  the  more  that  mifny 
wonders  and  figns  of  power fupernatural,  were  done  by 
the  apoftles  ( h)  to  awaken  impenitence  and  to  confirm  be¬ 
lievers.  And  all  that  heartily  believed  in  Jefus  %  were 

(/“)  Congregational  and  private*  A<fts  xxi  ’  5.  with  hymns  and 
pfalms,  Afts  i.  74  iv.  24.  iii  1  xvi.  13.  (g)  Comp.  Gen  xxxv.  5. 
A£ts  v.  5  li.  J 3.  Luke  i.  t  ?.  vi.  j  v.  26.  vii  16  {h)  Sec  vcr.  22. 

REFLECTIONS. 

there  be  any  tiling  in  them  contrary  to  the  mind  of  Jefus 
Chrift  j  and,  if  they  have  any  uncharitable  difpofition  towards 
their  neighbours.  Even  early  divines,  by  negledling  the  ferip- 
tures,  and  mixing  the  doflrines  of. Plato  and  Ariftotle  with 
what  they  knew,  changed  theology  into  a  fcience  full  of  con- 
troverfial  peflive  fubtilties,  1  Cor.  xi.  23,  &c.  To  be  received 
into  communion,  there  mult  be  competent  knowledge,  Matth. 
xxviii  t9johnvi.  45  Heb.  viii.  1  1 .  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  John  xvii.  3. ; 
penitence,  Mark  i.  15.  Matth.  iii.  6. ;  faith  in  Chrift,  John  iii. 
36.  A£ts  v.  14.  ;  a  fincere  fervent  love,  1  Pet  ii.  7.  Matth.  x. 
32.  Rom.  x.  10.  James  ii.  18.  c  The  fame  faith  and  concord 
fevve  greatly  to  fupport  and  adorn  each  other.  It  has  been 
long  a  proverb,  that  among  friends  all  things  ought  to  be  com¬ 
mon.  So  fudden  a  change  of  principles  and  life  mult  have 
been  very  affe&ing  in  themfelves,  and  in  the  method  of  their 
iccompliihment.  That  which  the  celeftial  Spirit,  above  all 
things,  infpires,  is  love  and  concord,  the  badge  of  Chriftian 
clifcipleftiip-  The  love  of  Chrift,  planted  in  the  heart,  doth 
greatly  cherifti  this.  Church  members  fhould  fubmit  cordially 
10  order  and  difcipline,  Eph.  v.  21.  1  Cor.  xi.  22.  Matth.  xviii. 
17. ;  likewife  devote  their  gifts,  graces,  and  abilities  mutually 
to  ferve,  1  Pet.  iv.  10.  Rom.  x ii  6,  7.  ;  to  care,  in  particular, 
for  their  poor  relatives,  1  Tim.  v.  4,  8,  16.  ;  to  withdraw,  if 
need  be,  in  the  mod  gentle  manner,  Rom.  xiv\  5,  23.  1  Tint, 
iii  &c.  ;  to  ftudy  peace,  purity,  and  edification,  Rom.  xiv. 
19.  Col.  iii.  15  Heb.  xii.  14.  Eph.  iii.  17.  ;  to  improve  their 
principles,  Heb.  y,  )  2.  Col.  iii.  1 6  A£hs  xvii.  11.  John  v.  39  ; 
To  maintain  the  rights  of  confcience  againft  all  impofitions, 
Gal.  v.  1 ,  13.;  yet  with  prudent  meek  love,  2  Cor.  x.  4. 
2  Tim.  ii.  25  Jude  3.  1  John  iv.  i.  Col.  ii.  4,  8.  Phil.  i.  27. 
Vfal.  exxii.  6.  If.  lxii  7.  However  txtenfive  community  of 
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together  often  by  mutual  agreement,  and  had  all  (/)  law  * 
ful  things  to  be  ufed  in  common  ;  and  certain  of  them  (_/) 
Ibid  their  a  /tf«</-pofleflions  and  moveable  goods,  and 
cheerfully  parted  them,  by  wife  proportions,  to  all  meii 
of  their  own  principles ,  as  every  man  had  particular 
need.  And  they,  continuing  daily  with  other  Jcwifh 
worfhippers  and  one  cheerful  accord  in  the  temple  (£), 
at  /tated  devotional  hours,  and  breaking  (/)  bread  from 
houfe  to  lioule  in  private  among  themfeives ,  did  eat  their 
meat  with  peculiar  gladnefs  and  mcfl  engaging  ( m )  tingle- 
nefs  of  heart  j  praiting  the  powerful  goodnefs  of  the  one 

(/)  Thofe  who  came  at  a  diftance,  for  public  worfhip  and  in- 
Itruflion,  behoved,  many  of  them,  to  receive  charitable  fuppiies  ; 
fee  chap.  iv.  3  2.  v.  4.  xii.  12.  Now  the  fituation  of  things  are 
greatly  altered.  Some  philofophers  and  Jewifli  fedts  did  thus  like- 
wife  diftinguifh  themfeives.  Gelliui .  1  i  c.  9  Philo  Jofephus  (y ) 
Comp.  Syr.  xxviii.  27  xxxvi.  25.  Where  no  fa:h  neceflity  is,  the 
obligation  ceafes.  (k)  See  Mat.  xxh  13.  Afts  iii.  1.  (/)  Their 
cor.verfe,  at  the  time,  was  fpiritual.  They  were  lincere,  of  good 
faith,  and  communicative,  Lpb.  vi.  5.  CoU  iii.  22.-  a  Cor.  ix.  13. 
Th's,  amnn?  the  Jews,  imported  every  thing  convivial,  If.  Iviii.  7. 
(w)  See  Rom.  xii.  a.  2  Cor.  i.  12.  Comp.  Gen.  xx;  15.  1  Kings  ix.  5* 

REFLECTIONS. 

goods  might  be  in  the  apoftles’  days,  this  can  now  be  extended 
110  farther  than  to  the  privileges  and  pofieffions  which  the 
church  enjoys  as  a  body  ;  and  to  which  they  have  a  joint 
fcqual  right,  Gal.  iii.  28.  Ads  vi  17.  1  Cor.  xii.  2 6.  Incredi-* 
biiity  is  bed  fubdued  by  kind  Chriftian  works.  d  To  become  a- 
Chriltian,  it  is  by  no  means  neceiT.iry  to  give  away  a  per  fins 
whole  wealth;  comp.  Luke  xxiii.  51.  John  xix.  38.  Luke  viii. 
2,  3.  Ads  ix.  36,  43.  Rom.  xvi.  23.  Ads  xi.  28,  29.  xxiv.  17. 
Rom.  xv.  25,  ike.  1  Cor.  xvi.  1,  Zee.  Liberality  is  allthat  is re- 
ijuiiite;  1  T  im.  xvi.  18,  &c.  2  Cor.  ix.  j.  Comp.  1  Cor.  vi.  10 * 
Lph.  iv.  28.  1  ThefT  iv.  1 1.  2  ThefT.  iii.  12.  j  Tim.  v.  8.  Alms 
6uglit,  as  much  as  pofhble,  to  be  proportioned  to  the  ncceflities 
ol  the  poor;  Luke  xii  33.  Where  each  mail  is  content  with 
a  little,  there  will  be  fcarce  any  lack  of  things  needful.  Cha¬ 
rity  doth  more,  without  compulfion,  than  any  law  whatever 
doth  require.  How  glorious  an  carnell  of  the  future  fuecefa 
of  the  gofpel!  yea,  how  convincing,  to  all  fubfcqumt  aged 
Hearts  fwectly  opened  unto  God,  feel  placid,  benevolent,  aud 
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fupreme  God,  and  having  favour  with  («)  all  the  can¬ 
did  part  of  the  Jewifh  c  people.  And  the  Lord  0) 
rcfus  Chnfl  added  to  the  number  of  bis  pr(f effing 
church  daily,  fuch  as  became  penitent  upon  pure  principles 
°f  C/0  fa'db }  and  (hould  thereby  be  faved  everlajiingly. 


CHAP.  Ill 

SECT.  XIII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

NO  W,  about  that  time ,  Peter  and  John  (a)  went 
up  together  into  the  temple  (/>),  according  to  the 

Prov,  x'.  3.  xxvii:.  (»)  Comp.  Exod.  xj.  3.  xii.  36.  (<•>)  Vcrfe 
36.  (a)  Sec  vcrfe  xvi.  4c. 

(n)  bee  ch-ip.  i.  15.  ii.  1,44.  (A)  Not  yet  aboliftied,  even  with 

REFLECTIONS. 

liberal;  Zech.  xiv.  7.  c  During  twenty  five  years,  and  until 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Nero,  the  apoRles, 
with  fome  meafure  of  peace,  occupied  themfelves  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  church,  in  every  province  aiul  citv.  Lacian- 
tint.  A  faithful  and  Readfaft  temple  unto  the  Lord,  is  built 
lip,  by  turning  many  to  the  true  religion;  ibid.  comp.  1  Pet. 
ii.  3,  &c.  Great  is  the  power  of  good nc is,  modefty,  and  pati¬ 
ence,  even  upon  them  that  are  without.  They  who  will  not 
imitate  virtue,  nusft  eReem,  as  well  as  revere  it  Who  ii  he  that 
would  not  love  fuch  "as  do  not  hurt,  and  are  ready  to  do  every 
one  good  ?  M  here  cannot  but  be  joy  and  ghuinefs,  where  there 
is  a  clean  confciencc ;  and  without  any  didruR  of  promifes, 
which  are  made  in  the  gnfpd.  Such  joy  is  more  than  words 
can  exprefs.  f  No  pipfon  fhouhl  be  forced  to  enter  into  Chrii- 
tian  fellowfiiip  ;  nor  violent  authority  ufed,  to  keep  them  to¬ 
gether  We  hear  not,  as  yet,  of  Jcwiilt  Scribes,  Phdrifees,  and 
other  heads  among  thofe  converts.  Confidering  how  invete¬ 
rate  one  fe<ft  and  party  are  generally  again!!  another,  how 
commonlv  they  all  join  to  crufh  a  rifing  fe£t,and  how  much  hat¬ 
ed  and  defpifed  the  name  of  Jefus  was  at  Jerufalem  ;  it  argued 
the  care  of  a  watchful  and  extraordinary  providence  over 
ChriRians,  that  they  were  not,  as  yet  attacked  The  mode 
and  fomis  of  worfliin,  fliould  be  as  plain  and  feriptuval  as  pof- 
fible.  Though  we  cannot  be  one  in  judgement,  we  may  be 
one,  in  condefcenfion  and  love;  Eph.  iv.  3,  Sec.  1  Cur.  i.  ro. 
2  Cor.  ix.  13. 
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law,  at  the  fiated  hour  of  public  prayer,  being,  by  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  defers,  the  (c)  ninth  hour  1  after  fun  rifing. 
And  a  certain  well  known  man,  whom  no  human  help 
could  avail,  being  lame  from  his  mother’s  womb,  was 
carried  of  his  nearefl  friends  ;  whom  they  of  defign  to 
work  upon  the  compajjion  of  the  ivorjhippers ,  laid  daily  at 
the  gate  of  the  temple  (d)  which  is  called  Beautiful, 
to  alk  alms  of  them  that  entered  into  the  temple;  who 
ieeing,  among  others ,  Peter  and  John  about  to  go  into 
the  temple  afked  an  alms.  And  Peter,  much  ajfeded , 
fattening  his  eyes  “  upon  him,  with  John,  faid,  by  a  di¬ 
vine  impulfe  to  encourage  his  hope.  Look  on  us.  And 
accordingly  he  gave  clofe  heed  unto  them,  expecting  to 
receive  lbmething  of  them  for  fubjifiejicc ,  worthy  cf 
fuch  attention.  Then  Peter  faid,  Silver  and  gold  (c) 
of  private  property ,  have  I  none  ;  but  fuch  as  I  have 
in  trufi ,  and  will  prove  yet  more  beneficial ,  give  1  now  unto 
thee  :  In  the  'authoritative  (/ )  name  of  the  late  defpifed 

refpeft  to  rituals,  chap.  i:.  46.  (<r)  The  morning  hour  was  the 

third,  01  our  nine;  mid. day,  our  twelve;  the  ninth  hour,  three 
afternoon:  comp.  End.  x.vx.  39.  Tfal.  Iv.  18.  D.m.  b.  21.  Luke 
i.  10.  x.  3'".  A  like  divifton  was  long  continued  in  ih=  Chrif- 
tian  church.  Art.  (d')  it  belonged  to  the  outer  court,  or  that  of 
the  gentiles;  was  built  by  H:rod,  and  covered  over  wiih  Coiinth- 
i  in  brafs,  not  much  inferior  to  gold.  Jof.  Bel.  Ind  l.fi.c.  6. 1  7.  c.  1  2. 
(;')  What  belonged  to  others,  and  was  fet  apart  for  different  ulc, 
lie  had  no  right  to  difpofeof.  See  chap,  ii  45  iv.  34.  3*.  (  /')  Or 

powar ;  comp.  chap.  iv.  7,  10,  30.  ill.  16.  ix.  3,  4.  Mark.  xvi.  16. 
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a  The  devout  are  often  bed  employed,  when  others  abandon 
fhemlelves  to  fenfuul  eafe  and  mirth,  liy  the  relief  of  a  fmgle 
perfon  trona  milery,  it  fometimes,  as  here,  happens  that  great 
numbers  are  benefited.  Beggary  b  not  without  its  fhifls. 
u  Thole  who  enter  into  the  'Temple,  fhoold  be  difpofed  to  give 
their  alms  with  good  will.  Souls  piuufly  formed,  do  welcome 
both  public  and  private  occafions.  Triendlhip  is  much  endeared 
by  a  temper  of  this  fort,  Pfal.  Iv  14  1  Tim.  ii  8.  There  are 
fcarce  any,  whole  circumllances  will  forbid  every  exercife  of 
kindnefs  They  feek  not  to  enrich  themfelves,  who  would  be 
approved  as  faithful  He  ward?.  The  worth  of  pallors,  inuft  not 
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Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth  c  rife  up  to  the  full  enjoyment 
cf  vigorous  health ,  and  walk  home  to  thy  friends.  And 
forthwith  he  took  him  by  the  right  hand,  and  lifted 
him  up  ;  and  immediately  his  late  lame  feet  and  weak 
ancle-bones  received  complete  ftrength.  And  he,  leap¬ 
ing  up  with  agility ,  flood,  as  one  ajlonifhed,  for  a  Jhort 
fpace ,  and  then  walked  about ;  and,  under  fervours  of 
gratitude ,  he  entered  with  them  into  the  temple  ( g j, 
walking  cheerfully ,  and  leaping,  and  praifing  the  great 
unexpected  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God.  And  all  the  fur - 
founding  people  faw  him  thus  joyfully  walking  and 
praifing  God  aloud ;  and  they  knew,  without  a  doubtr 
that  it  was  he  which,  fo  long  till  then ,  fat  for  alms  at 
the  beautiful  gate  of  the  d  temple :  and  they  were 
filled  with  wonder  and  amazement  at  that  Jlrangc  al¬ 
teration  which  had  happened  unto  him.  And,  as  the 
lame  man  which  was  healed  held  fajl  the  beloved  injlru- 
ments  of  his  refloratim  (Jo)  Peter  and  John,  as  unwilling 
to  part  with  them ,  all  the  people,  who  had  been  witneffes , 
cr  whom  report  did  fimilarly  affett,  ran  in  crowds  together 
unto  them  in  the  other fpacious(i )  porch  that  is  called 
Solomon’s,  greatly  wondering,  both  at  the  cure  and  the 
beneficent  authors  of  it. 


(fj)  Fulfilling,  If  xxxv.  f).  (/>)  Comp.  Luke  iv.  42.  He  might 

fear,  perhaps,  that  he  would  lol'e  the  ufe  ot  his  limns  again,  if  he 
parted  with  them;  or  could  fearer  yet,  for  joy,  believe  his  own 
fenfe  and  experience.  (/)  Or  portico;  fee  John  x.  23.  comp, 
t  Chron.  xxvi.  16.  1  Kings  x.  5.  xi.  13. 


REFLECTIONS. 

he  meafured  by  their  wealth.  c  Ir  affords  double  delight  to 
heal  fouls  by  bodily  advantage6;  and  both  are  be  ft  done,  in 
the  name  of  Chrift.  Soine  countenances  feern  to  have  an  ex- 
preflion  of  liberality  in  them.  A  pleafing  eye,  with  comfort¬ 
able  voice,  cheers  the  neceflitous.  d  To  hide  the  benefits  of 
God,  is  the  dilpofition  of  an  unthankful  perfon  ;  and  to  aferibe 
the  fame  to  men,  is  a  proof  of  much  impiety.  Thankful  ac¬ 
knowledgements  are  neceliary,  fweet  and  profitable.  Miniilers 
pf  Jcfus  fhou!d  watch  every  opportunity  for  doing  good,  with 
Zealand  prudence. 


APOSTLES. 


37 


SECT.  XIV.  FROM  VERSE  XII. 

AND  when  Peter  faw  it fo properly  thought  of. \  he  an¬ 
swered  (a)  unto  this  conduct  of  the  numerous  people  as 
follows ,  Ye  (b)  men  of  lfrael  ( [c ),  why  marvel  ye  at 
this  cure  as  new ,  who  have  feen  and  heard  of  fo  many  ? 
Or  why  look  ye  fo  earneftly  on  us,  as  though  by  our 
own  independent  power  ( d )  or  peculiarly  deferring*  ho- 
linefs  we  had  'made  this  late  lame  man  to  walk?  The 
mofl  high  ( e )  God  of  Abraham,  and  of  lfaac,  and  of 
Jacob,  tin*  God  o ithefe  our  eminent  fathers b,  and  every 
other  defending  from  them  hath  c  glorified  with  celejtial 
honour  and  dignity ,  his  beloved  d  Son  (/)  Jefus  ;  whom 

(a)  Or  thus  fpakeunto  them,  (ft)  Dependents  from  old  Jacob, 
(r)  The  thing  itfelf  was  admirable,  and  no  lefs  the  caufe  of  it. 
(d)  They  fiught  not  their  own,  but  the  glory  of  their  Lord;  fee 
verfe  [5,  16.  (?)  Their  great  and  glorious  benefadlor,  Exod.  iii. 

6,  16.  (  f)  Comp.  Mat.  iii.  ry.  xii.  18.  Adis  iv.  2f.  Pfal.  ii.  7. 

lxxxii.  6.  John  viii.  54  Hebf  i.  4,  5.  Adis  ii.  33  xiii.  27.  John  ii.  1 «. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Miracles  aferibed  unto  faints,  on  account  of  their  real 
or  fuppofed  holinefs,  is  idolatrous.  Happy  Minilters, 
who,  like  the  apoflles,  are  ever  intent  upon  opportunities 
of  doing  good  ;  and  who,  notwithftanding,  arrogate  to  them- 
felves  nothing.  b  Chrilt,  while  on  earth,  was  extremely  poor, 
that  men  might  become  familiar  with  him;  and  this  they  a- 
bufed.  Whom  malice  overthrows,  almighty  love  doth  often 
eminently  exalt.  A  murderer  was  preferred  by  Jewith  rulers 
to  Jefus,  wfio  brought  with  him  life  to  all  men.  c  Here  is  an 
appeal  for  Chrifl’s  refurredfion,  to  all  the  Jewilh  people  ;  and 
mo  ft  obvious  proof,  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  is  no  hope 
for  falvation,  lave  through  him  alone.  God,  in  the  end,  will 
rectify  all  feeming  irregularities  ;  and  make  the  caufe  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  truth  for  ever  triumphant.  The  apoflles  taught 
no  new  religion,  inconfiflent  with  the  Mofaic.  Human  paf- 
fion  and  guilt  is  often  over-ruled,  to  anfwer  the  befl  ends; 
comp.  Gen.  xlv.  3.  1.  20.  If.  x.  5,  6.  d  The  foundation  of  re¬ 
covery,  muft  be  laid  in  a  deep  lenlc  of  fin.  Even  great  often- 
ders  are  to  be  treated  with  refpedl,  and  honed  alleviating  ten- 
dernefs.  Crimes  are  aggravated  by  the  greatnefs  of  tliofe  a- 
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Chap.  III. 


ye  of  chief  rank,  with  (?)  cruel  ungrateful  hajle ,  delivered 
up,  and  denied  him  ( h )  coniempluoufly  in.  the  prefence 
of  Pontius  Pilate  to  be  your  king ,  when  (/'),  becaufe  there 
was  no  fault  in  him ,  he  was,  though  a  heathen,  determined 
to  let  him  go.  But  ye,  much  better  taught ,  and  earliejl 
preferred  to  the  offers  of  unfpeakably  rich  and  manifold  bleff- 
ings  by  the  Mcjfiah ,  denied,  with  objlinale  firmnefs ,  the 
(y)holy  One  and  e  the  juft,  and,  in  the  height  of  your 
clamorous  rage ,  deftred  the  deliverance  of  a  mofl  peflive  (k) 
murderer,  by  way  of  favour ,  to  be  granted  unto  you  ; 
and fo,  in  effect,  killed,  yourfelves ,  the  great  Prince  of(/) 
Life,  whom  God  hath  ftnee ,  notwithjtanding ,  railed 
from  the  dead  ;  whereof  we,  who  do  now  miraculoujly 
•work  in  bis  name,  are  clear  undeniable  witnefles  f.  And, 
to  convince  one  and  all  of  you  how  criminal  you  have  been , 
as  well  as  to  bring  you  over  to  a  right  belief  in  time  coming , 
know ,  that  his  high  name  ( m )  of  power ,  through  faith 
exercifed  by  us  in  his  name,  hath  made  even  this  man, 
whofe  cafe  before  was  awfully  calamitous ,  quite  ftrong, 
and  of  a  fudden ,  whom  this  moment  ye  lee  and  well 


xt.  4.  (g)  Comp.  Mat.  xv.  1.  John  xviii.  30  (*)  See  Luke  xxil.  2. 

John  xix.  15,  21.;  comp.  Adtsvii.  33.  (1)  Comp.  Mat.  xxvii.  17, 

18,  23.  Maik  xv.  9,  10.  Luke  xxiii.  4,  14,  20,  22.  John  iviii.  39. 

xix.  4,  1  j.  ( j )  Not  on!y  innocent,  but  confccraied  to  divine  ler- 
vice  ;  Dan  ix.  24.  If.  !i:i.  11.  Mat.  xxvii.  19.  Plal.  xlv.  8  Jer. 
xxiii.  6.  (£)  Sec  Mat  xxvii.  2t,  21.  Luk?  xxiii.  1 8.  John  xviii.  4' . 
comp.  Ads  xxv.  1  1,  15.  (/)  Ur,  leader  on  to  life,  publilhcd  and 

bellowed  by  him,  Heb.  ii.  it .  xii.  2.  ;  comp.  chap.  ir.  23.  Rom.  v. 
1 2,  8cz.  2  Tim.  i.  u .  Hel>.  ix.  8,  1  1 ,  1  2.  x.  19,  20  J"hn  v  21.  vi. 

39,  40.  Such  :ontraft  is  peculiarly  energetic.  If.  ix  6.  (w)  Or 

himlcif;  comp.  Maikxi.  22.  Roin.  iii.  22.  Lph.  iii.  12.  Phil  iii.  9. 


REFLECTIONS. 

gainll  whom  they  are  committed.  The  worfl:  IhouM  not  de- 
ip  iir.  e  Now  is  the  time  for  pardon,  in  a  way  of  fpeedy  re¬ 
pentance.  Ignorance  amidft  means  of  information,  is  criminal. 
Nothing  but  the  lenfe  of  pardoning  love  can  refrelh  a  humbled 
penitent  lout.  The  mo  t  momentous  queftions  ought  to  be 
debated  in  a  genteel  amicable  manner.  *  Chrift's  re  fur  region 
is  an  irrefragable  protf  of  his  divine  million  ;  Mat.  xii.  39,40. 
Ads  x.  41.  The  prefent  comforts  of  religion,  may  be  under- 
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know  ft?  have  become  whole :  yea,  the  faith  of  confidence 
which  is  by(»)  our  knowledge  of  him,  hath  given  him 
this  perfect  foundnefs  in  the  prefence  of  you  all.  And 
now,  brethren,  though  far  from  blamelefs  I  wot  that 
through  thehafie  of  ignorance,  inthemain,  ye  did  it,  as 
did  alfo  (0)  mofi  of  your  prompting  ( p )  rulers.  But 
thofe  things  which  God  before  had  fhewed  ( q )  by  the 
mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets,  that  Chrift  ihould  fuf- 
fer  even  unto  death h,  he  hath  fo  fulfilled,  by  means  of 
their  malice  and  grofs  inattention  iogetheri 


SECT.  XV.  FROM  VERSE  XIX. 

RE  PENT  ye,  therefore  without  delay ,  upon  fuch 
clear  and  various  grounds ,  and  be  not  only  of  for  r  awful 
minds ,  but  thoroughly  a  converted  to  the  belief  of  right 
principles  and  a  good  behaviour ,  that  all  your  former  fins 

Col.it.  1  2.  («)  Some,  in  him ;  as  Rom.  iv.  1 1.  i  John  v.  6.; 

comp,  i  Per.  i.  21.  If.  i.  26.  (<?)  See  John  xv.  22,  24.  1  Cor.  ii.  8. 
(/>)  As  feribes,  prtefts,  elders,  pharifees,  Lukexxiii.  ^4.  Johnx.  24, 
(7)  See  Lukexxiv.  26,  27,  44,  46.  Gen.  xv.  10.  Adis  xiii.  27.  ^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

Rood  as  the  dawn  of  eternal  glory.  e  The  extenuating  of  guilt 
by  othei  s,  excites  hope,  and  leads  to  repentance  :  fo  Luke  xxiii. 
34.  Ads  xiii.  271  Cor.  ii.  8.  Invincible  ignorance  only  can  ex- 
cufe  Thefe  are  degrees  of  what  are  conquerable  upon  the  whole. 
Certain  meafures  of  prejudice  may  obtain,  where  there  is  no 
rooted  malice  \  1  Tim.  i.  13.  Very  different  was  Luke  xvi. 
14.  John  in.  19.  v  44.  Offences,  when  clearly  repented  of, 
may  be  of  lingular  good  ufe  to  others.  h  The  fight  of  Chrift 
at  Lift,  will  be  intolerable  to  thofe  who  have  not  repented. 

a  The  Spirit  of  God,  and  other  means,  does  not  fupcrcedc 
the  neceffity  of  human  endeavours ;  lee  Jet.  xviii.  i  l.  Ezek. 
x vi ii.  30,31.  xxxiii.  11.  Joel  ii.  12,  13.  Zech.  i,  3,  i\.  comp. 
Adis  ii.  38.  Luke  xvii.  4.  comp.  laft  notes  of  laff  Sell  ion.  It 
belongcth  to  the  preachers  office,  to  declare  Chrift’s  faith  with 
meek  wifdom,toall  whoare  defirousto  learn.  It  required  thought 
and  contrivance,  to  make  any  tolerable  evafion  from  fuch  con¬ 
vincing  proofs •>  or  to  allege  any  fpecious  pretences  for  appre¬ 
hending  and  punifiiing  the  apoftles  and  their  affociatcs. 
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may  be  (a)  blotted  out,  as  it  •were,  from  divine  remem¬ 
brance  ,  when  the  ( b )  times  of  refrcfhing  ( c )  after  much 
trouble  in  this  world  {hall  come  from  the  immediate  hea¬ 
venly  prefence  (d)  of  the  Lord.  And,  when  he  hath 
prepared  his  faithful  for  himf  lf  he  {hall  fend  Jelus 
Chrift  in  a  ( e )  form  fuperlativcly  glorious ,  which  before 
(f )  was  preached  unto  you  for  obedience ,  as  a  man  of 
f arrows  and  acquainted  with  grief :  whom  the  heavens 
muft  not  only  (g)  receive  as  now,  but  keep  out  of  fight  per- 
fonally ,  until  the  long  expeded  happy  times  of  the  refti- 
tution  of  all  (h)  things,  obtain  their  accomplijhmcnt h, 
which  God  hath  fpoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy 
prophets  (/),  fincc  the  world  began.  For  Moles  in 
particular ,  who  is  with  you  of  great  and  juft  authority , 


(a)  Comp.  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  xxxiii.  P.  Dan.  ix.  24.  Zech.  xiii.  1. 
Under  this  is  comprehended  the  gift  of  eternal  life,  If.  liii.  4,  See. 
xliv.  22.  ( b )  Or  feafnns.  Some,  times  of  refrelhment;  renova¬ 

tion  of  all  things,  (c)  See  1  Pet.  iv.  c  2.  If.  xlix.  ic.  Rev.  vii.  16. 
3  Tim.  i.  16.  Luke  i.  71,74.  If.  ii.  l.xi.  6.  Mic.  iv.  1.  Exod.  viii. 
15.  As  calamities  are  compared  to  intenfe  heat;  fo  are  deliver¬ 
ances  to  refrefhful  gales.  Of  this  laft  fort  certainly  was  deliverance 
from  the  faft  approaching  ruin  of  the  Jews.  («/)  Comp.  Numb, 
vi.  25,  26.  Pfal.  iv.  7.  xvii.  1 5.  lxvii.  2.  Dan.  ix.  27.  (<?)  See  Mat. 

ivi.  27.  John  xiv.  3  1  Thclf.  i.  ic.  iv.  16,  17.  2  ThelT.  i.  7,  ic. 

1  Pet.  i.  2c.  (/)  Some,  before  appointed.  ( g )  Comp.  Mark  xvi, 

n>  Luke  xx;v.  41.  Atfs  i.  11.  i  Cor.  xv.  25.  Heb.  x.  12,  13. 
( h )  Or  eftahlifliment  of  ail  things  ;  as  calling  of  the  gentiles  ;  pro 
pagation  of  the  glory  of  God  through  the  world  ;  recovery  of  the 
Jews  ;  and  delivering  up  the  kingdom  unto  God,  even  the  Father. 
Amos  v.  3.  Pfal.  xvi.  5.  Mat.  xvii.  1  1.  Heb.  ix.  2 o.  A<fts  xv.  \  Sec. 
Amos  ix.  25.  Mefliah  times,  and  things  belonging  to  him.  (/')  Or 
from  the  earliefl  ages  ;  Luke  i.  7c.  Jude  14  Hof.  xiii  14.  Dan.  xii. 
5,4.  Mal.iii.  J4,  See.  Some,  from  the  prefenc  asraj  comp.  Job. 


reflections. 

b  Such  reign  of  Chrift  is  far  fuperior  to  that  expected  by 
the  Jews.  Divine  refrefhmcnt  immediately  mingles  itfelf  with 
a  fenfe  of  pardon  and  eternal  happinefs.  The  converfion  of 
the  Jews,  as  a  people,  w  ill  be  a  feafon  of  extraordinary  prof- 
perity  and  joy.  The  vilcft  and  mod  aggravated  finners  are 
not  excepted  from  the  grace  of  divine  invitation.  It  much; 
concerns  them,  therefore,  that  it  be  not  addrefled  in  vain. 
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truly  fii  d  unto  the  (j)  fathers  of  his  day,  A  prophet0 
rf  diftinguifhed  eminence  fhall  the  JLord  your  nationally 
chofen  ami  beneficent  God  raife  up  unto  you  (£)  in  latter 
days,  out  of  the  number  of  your  own  Jewifh  brethren, 
endowed  with  heavenly  wifdom ,  legiflative  authority ,  and 
a  power  of  working  (/)  miracles ,  like  unto  me  ;  him,  my 
great  fuperior  in  each  of  thefe  refpefls ,  fhall  ye  obediently 
hear  (w)  in  all  things,  preferably  to  any  who  may  have 
gone  before  that  time,  whatfoever  he  fhall  fay  unto  you. 
And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  every  foul  of  man  which 
will  not  obediently  hear  that  illuftrious  prophet,  fhall  be 
dellroyed  (n)  without  mercy  from  d  among  the  people. 
Yea,  and  all  the  prophets,  befides  Mofes,  from  Samuel, 
and  thofe  that  follow  after  him  in  the  f acred  lift,  as 
many  as  have  fpoken  largely,  under  proper  credentials , 
have  c  likevvife  foretold  of  thefe  ( o ) prefent  happy  days. 
Ye,  my  friends,  are  the  (/>)  children  of  them  to  whom 

xxiv.  2.  If  lxiii.  1 6,  19.  (j)  Deut.  xviii.  15.  (4)  See  Mat.  ixiif. 

34,  35.  John  vi.  32.  1  The fT.  i.  15.  Mal.'iv.  4.  Deut.  xxxiv.  10. 
Mat.  v.  17.  A  mafterly  warning  addrefs.  (/)  A  mediator  alfo, 
Heb.  viii.  6.  (w)  Comp;  i  Sam.  ii.  25.  Mat.  xvii.5.  Lukexvi.  31. 
This  imports,  believing  hi*  doctrine;  obeying  his  laws  ;  trufling  his 
promifes ;  fearing  his  threats.  ( n )  Cut  off  from  among,  8cc. 
(&)  See  clofe  of  note  h.  (/»)  For  this  phrafe,  fee  Gen.  xx.  7. 

1  Clirgn:  xvi.  16,  22:  Pfahcv.  9.  Mat;  xix;  15.  Luke  xx.  34.  Gen. 

REFLECTIONS. 

c  The  greater  any  favour  is,  the  greater  is  the  gililt  of  negled- 
ing  or  clefpifing  it,  Heb  ii.  2.  x.  28.  What  befel  the  jews, 
oughr  to  he  a  warning  for  every  orie.  The  fpirit  of  prophecy 
jdlords  the  moft  ample  teftimony  to  Chrift  and  his  gofpel. 
Chrift  in  his  apoftles,  is  the  fame  as  when  he  perfonally  taught ; 
comp.  Ads  xxvi  23  Eph.  ii.  17.  1  Pet.  iii.  18,  19.  To  a  fin- 
ner,  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be  hnppiilefs  without  repentance. 
Ads  ii.  40,  47  Converfion  is  produced  by  the  dodrine,  mi¬ 
racles,  and  fpirit  of  Chrift.  Chriftian  principles  are  to  be 
prefled  and  inculcated,  till  good  habits  are  formed  in  the  heart. 
Bad  adions  are  worfe  than  erroneous  opinions,  and  do  greatly 
weaken  the  authority  of  the  gofpel.  Compel  not,  but  teach. 
d  H  e  onjy  that  believeth  can  hear  to  purpofe.  They  who  give 
faith  ro  Mofes,  ought  heartily  to  love  Jefus,  whom  in  this  pro¬ 
phecy  he  lb  highly  commends.  e  By  Jefus,  as  our  guide  and 


42  acts  of  TtiE  Chap.  IV; 

the  prophets  were  fent ,  and  of  them  you  alfo  boajl ;  to 
whom  belonged  the  covenant  (q)  which  God  made  with 
•our  ancient  patriarchal  fathers,  faying  (r)  explicitly  unto 
Abraham,  And  in  one  of  thy  (s)  feed  fhall  all  the  kin¬ 
dreds  of  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  be  (?)  blcllcd 
with  advantages  numerous  and  unfpeakable .  Unto  you, 
Jfraelites ,  there; fore  fir  ft,  God,  mo  ft  high  and  mod  faithful, 
having  raifed  up  his  beloved  Son,  Jefus  ( u ),  fent  him, 
with  every  needful  fupernaiural  gift  and  qualification,  to 
blefs  you  f  both  now  and  throughout  an  eternal  world,  in 
turning  away  every  one  of  you  from  his  ruinous  (x) 
iniquities. 


C  H  A  1\  IV 

SECT.  XVT.  FROM  VERSE  J. 

AN  D  as  they  fpake  unto  the  people,  thefe  and find- 
lar  if ef ul  words,  a  number  of  the.  fewifh  priefts,and 
the  (0)  captain  of  the  temple  for  that  time ,  and  the  ( b ) 

xv.  2.  Gil.  iv.  28  1  Kings  xx.  3c.  If.  vii*.  18.  Amos  vi-.  14.. 
(?)  Conip.  M*r.  vii!.  xt  ix.  ic.  Luke xx.  34.  hfdras  v:ii.  35,  Sc  . 
Roir.  ix.  4,  8.  (/-)  Gcr.  xii.  *.  xx:;.  i8.  xxvi.  4.  xxvi ■■.  14.; 

romp.  Deir.x.  8.  'f.lsv.  16.  (.<)'  Offspring,  or  iffue.  (/)  Comp. 
Gcr.  xlviii.  20.  Pfa’.  lxxii.  17.  Gil.  »ii.  8,  14,-  16  Dcut.  xiii  J. 
Syr.  xlvi;.  1.  xlviv.  1  (;<)  Sr-?  Jude  i;.  16,  1  8.  iii.  9,  15  lizek. 
xxxiv.  23  Amosii.  11.  A xiii.  21,  2  3.  i:-  3c .  M.it.  iv  17.  How 
in-’ftimahls  are  the  privileges  of  pardon,  divine  aid.  and  ev^rlaftirg 
life!  See  ',ar.  x  xv  24  l>-u\  xiii.  1.  and  tail  note  (*)  Some¬ 
times  uf-d  to  (ienify  vicious  cuflcms  in  general  ;  ar.d,  at  oiher 
times,  malice.  Mark  vi:.  22.  Luke  x\  39.  Rom.  i.  28  1  Cor.  v.  8. 

(a)  Or  ruler;  fee  Luke  xxu.4,  52.  Mar.  x\.  I.  (A)  See  A <5b 
xxii;.  8.  M.it.  xui.  23.  Jofrphus’  account  alio,  of  this  ftch  Hi 

REFLECTIONS. 

leader  on,  we  are  called  from  bondage  to  that  freedom  'which 
ever  fhall  endure.  Holinefs  is  the  grand  end  and  delign  of  the 
Chriftian  revelation.  r  If  we  are  not  willing  to  turn  even  fiom 
our  own  iniquity,  it  is  impoflible  we  can  ihare  in  ilie  divine 
ble/Ting.  Thofe  low  in  circumftances  are  more  apt  to  re¬ 
gard  the  golpel  than  their  fuperiors. 
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Sidducees  %  who  believed  no  fuiure Jlate ,  and  therefore 
were  the  more  fevere  exattors  of  immediate  puniftsments, 
came  upon  them,  being  much  grieved  that  they,  in  the 
ncarcjl  connexion  with  him  whom  they  had fo  lately  crucified , 
taught  the  people  to  the  above purpofc,  and  preached  (r), 
through  the  power  and  example  o/jd’us,  the  ( d )  re  fur - 
rection  from  the  dead  to  all  his  faithful  followers.  And, 
not  content  with  verbal  oppoftion ,  they  laid  violent  hands 
on  them  h,  anji  put  them,  as  feditious  perfons ,  in  fure  (e) 
hold,  of  place  and  guards,  unto  the  next  day:  for  it 
was  now  even-tide,  and  therefore  they  behoved  to  delay 
judgement  (/).  Howbcit c,  many  of  them  which  heard 
t  he  apojlolical  word  fet  forth  before  this ,  believed  i^)  it 
to  be  from  above  ;  and  the  number  of  the  men  (/;)  who 
did  folemnly  and  publicly  profefs  their  regards ,  was  now 
about  (/')  live  thoufand. 

reprefents  them  as  remarkable  for  a  fierce  and  cruel  temper,  parti¬ 
cularly  w  hen  they  fit  in  judgement.  No  wonder,  fince  they  placed 
nil  their  hones  of  happii-  sfa  in  this  life.  In  whole,  thefe  made  the 
fupreme  court,  or  Sanhedrim,  Atfx  xxiii.  6.  7.  (<  )  In;  fo,  ver.  9, 
1  c,  12.  He  was  not  only  the  example,  but  the  efficient  caufr,  Jo.  vi. 
4K.  xi.  25.  >.iv.  6.  ( d )  That  is,  exigence  again,  or  a  future  ft  .te.  (e) 
A  clofir  confinement  than  common  prifon  ;  fee  A<5b  v.  19,  22,  2$. 
xxiv.  ij  Jer.  xx  2.  (/“)  The  above  dilcourfe,  then,  kerns  to  have 

been  much  abridged,  (g)  Comp.  2  Tim.  ii.  9.  (/;)  Perhaps  put 

for  people  in  general  ;  fee  chap.  ii.  41,  47.  (/)  How  exaift  a  ful¬ 
filment  of  Luke  v.  10.  (y)  John  vi.  4S.  xi.  2j .  xiv.  6.  <  Cor.  i.  3c. 

comp.  Luke  xxiv.  47. 
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4  See  laft  notes  of  the  laft  Section.  Infidels,  or  feeptical 
bigots,  are  as  ready  to  perlecute  when  they  have  power,  as  any 
religious  and  cnthuliaftic  fett  whatfoever.  b  When  the  weight 
of  ail  their  former  miracles  was  added  to  this  late  extraordinary 
cure,  it  was  enough  to  (trike  a  whole  nation,  and  convince 
numbers  of  the  well  difpofed  and  attentive.  When  did  the' 
philofophers  fuccecd  fo  glorioufly  in  making  converts  to  fucli 
doctrines  as  were  calculated  to  promote  truth,  virtue  piety, 
and  humanity  ?  Chrilt,  by  degrees,  trains  his  difciples  for  their 
ievereit  trials. 
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SECT.  XVII.  FROM  VERSE  V. 

AND  it  came  to  pafs  on  the  morrow,  that  their 
rulers  from  among  the  priejls ,  and  elders  of  the  Sanhe¬ 
drim ,  and  feribes  of  reputed  fkill  in  the  law,  all  belonging 
to  one  court ,  and  Annas,  the  (a)  late  high  prieft,  and 
(£)  Caiaphas,  his  prefent  fucccffor ,  and  John,  and  Alex¬ 
ander,  and  as  many  as  were  of  the  kindred  of  the 
high  prieft,  were,  by  previous  notice ,  gathered  together 
(r)  at  Jerufalem.  And  when,  by  their  inferior  officers, 
they  had  fet  them  ( d )  whom  they  bad  clofe  confined  be¬ 
fore ,  in  the  mid  ft  of  fo  many  zealous  judges,  they  a  Iked, 
By  what  fort  of  power,  or  by  what  pretended  authori¬ 
tative  name  have  ye  done  this  work  (e)  of  healing ? 
T  hen  Peter,  filled  with  large  invigorating  inf  ucnccs  of 
( f )  the  Holy  Ghoft,  faid  (£■)  promptly,  and  under  be¬ 
coming  ardour,  unto  them.  Ye  rulers  of  the  people,  and 
elders  of  Ifrael  ( h ),  if  we  this  day,  like  offenders  againj } 
public  peace  and  happinefs a,  be  examined  (/')  of  the  good 
deed  done  fo  lately  and  openly  to  the  poor  impotent  man, 
and  by  what  means  he  is  now  made  whole  ;  be  it 
known  unto  you  all,  both  high  and  low ,  and  to  all  the 

(a)  See  Luke  iii.  z.  Mat.  ii.  4.  (£)  All  mentioned  by  Jofephus. 
Be  Bel.  1.  xx.  c  3.  1.  ii.  c  15.  comp.  ver.  15.  Luke  iv.  1.  John 
iii.  1.  Afts  iii;  17.  (c)  Or,  in.  Difquilitions  relative  to  magic  and 
names,  belonged  to' the  Sanhedrim,  (d)  Comp.  chap.  iii.  3.  iv.  3. 
(<?)  See  chap.  iii.  6,  7.  whether  medical  or  magical  ?  and,  tor  an- 
twer,  verfes  9,  jc.  (/)  Or  being  full  of  divine  fortitude;  comp. 
Mat.  x.  19,  2c  .  Mark  xiii.  1  1.  (^)  Think  now  of  Mat.  x.  20: 

John  xvi.  8.  (/>)  Or  fince,  as  in  Mat.  xii.  28.  John  x.  35.  38. 

He  might  eillier  have  been  brought  thither,  01  have  come  <>f  his 
own  accord.  (/)  So  this  Greek  word  is  uled  by  the  beft  writers ; 
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a  Enemies  of  the  truth  cannot  endure  the  upright  teachers 
of  it.  The  fame  things  afl'eft  people  very  differently  according 
to  their  different  difpofitions.  Even  thofe  who  befriend  the 
public  moft,  by  their  clotflrine,  are  held  out  as  enemies.  Yet, 
where  good  means  are  interrupted,  there  may  be  certain  med- 
fures  of  excellent  fruit.  The  higher  that  fome  are  in  autho¬ 
rity,  the  more  do  they  incline  to  be  mifehievousi  and  when 
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people  of  Ifrael,  who  have  heard ,  or  may  come  to  hear  of 
ibis  tranfqdion ,  that  by  the  very  powerful  name  of  Jefus 
(Jhriil  of  Nazareth  (_/),  whom  ye,  #  few  weeks  ago,  fo 
rajhly  and  harbaroufly  crucified  b,  but  whom,  notwith - 
funding.  Almighty  God ,  Ztfr  affedionate  c father ,  raifed  (£) 
from  the  dead  /o  glorious  eminence ;  even  by  him,  confi¬ 
dentially  called  upon,  doth  this  once  difmally  afflided  man 
jftand  here  before  you  whole  and  vigorous .  Know  far¬ 
ther,  if  you  will ,  this  is  the  ftone  in  royal  David's  (/) 
prophecy ,  which  was,  through  weaknefs  of fome ,  and  more 
culpable  violence  of  others ,  fet  at  nought  contemptuoujly , 
fxtf/i  of  you  builders,  which  yet ,  /V? of  both, 

is  become  the  uniting  and  beautified  head  of  the  ( m ) 
corner.  Neither  is  there  like  ( n )  falvation  in  any 
other  patriarchal ,  prophetical ,  <?r  pneftly  charader  to  con¬ 
fer:  for,  /<? y^y  all  in  few  words ,  there  is  none  other  (0) 
■flame  of  power  under  heaven,  given  {fi)  out  and  known 


fee  chap.  xtf.  9.  xxv.  z6.  xxviii.  18.  ( j)  Words  free,  and  full  of 

gravity.  (£)  They  durft  not  plead  ignorance,  or  the  shfurd  faying 
in  Mat.  xxviii.  13  (/)  Mai.  cxviii.  22.  Mat.  xxi.  42.  (;«)  Or  angle, 
(n)  Orlalutary  virtue.  (?)  For  ww,  fee  Pfal.  v.  12.  Adts  i.  15. 
v ji.  22.  comp.  Mat.  xxi.  23  (/>)  Uppofed  to  the  whole  world,  Jer. 
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they  aft  together,  the  matter  muft  be  confiderable.  b  The 
guilt  which  is  neceflary  to  alarm  and  bring  to  repentance,  ought 
not  to  be  diilembled.  In  expofmg  that  of  the  great,  fpecial 
boldnefs  as  well  as  prudence,  is  necefliry.  Sometimes  judge¬ 
ments  muft  be  preached,  at  other  times  people  muft  be  ap- 
peafed,  and  pleafantly  intreated  bythefure  hope  of  pardon,  divine 
alliltance,  and  eternal  life.  To  abolifh  the  name  of  Jefus  is  the  ear- 
neft  defire  and  ftudy  of  all  his  enemies.  The  morefuch  malice 
itrives,  the  more  ought  hisglory  and  renown  to  be  fet  forth,  line- 
miesof  truth  reafon  not,  but  ufe  violence;  though  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  under  pretexts  of  law.  c  The  refurre£lion  of  Jefus,  was 
demonlirative  proof  that  he  had  not  only  been  innocent,  but 
‘all  along  an  obje£f  of  fupreme  delight.  Only  through  faith 
and  obedience  to  Chrift,  can  they  who  have  the  olfers  of  his 
falvation  reafonably  hope  to  enjoy  everlafting  happinefs  Yet 
God  may  extend  his  benefits  beyond  what  men  have  any  right 
to  ailirm.  They  who  live  agreeable  to  an  inferior  light,  would 
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among  men,  whereby  d  we  muft  be  completely  arid  for 
ever  ( q )  laved. 

S  E  C  T.  XVIII.  FROM  VERSE  XIII. 

NOW  when  they  of  the  council  law,  by  fuch  manner 
of  addrefs,  the  boldnefs  of  Peter  and  John,  and  per¬ 
ceived^  from  well  known  figns  which  had  been  about  than , 
that  they  were  private  («),  unlearned,  and  naturally 
ignorant  men,  they  marvelled  at fo  great  and fudden  a 
change ;  and  they  took  fecrct  (b)  knowledge  of  them, 
that  they 'had  keen  brought  up  as  dfeiptes ,  with  Jefus. 
And  beholding  a/  the  fame  time ,  the  man  which  was  fo 
lately  healed,  ftanding  with  them,  they  could  fay  a  no* 

r.  1 1  comp.  Mat.  xx.  26.  Luke  i.  25.  Phil.  ii.  9,  ic.  (7)  Som**, 
healed.  the  following  puflages  conflder ;  Mar.  i.  21.  John  i.  9. 
viii.  1 2.  A£ls  v.  32.  x.  42.  Heb.  v.  9.  vii.  25.  which  all  Lad  to  the 
large  fenfe  of  John  xi.  15. 

(a)  Perfons  of  obfeure  life  ;  fee  1  Cnr.  x:v.  1 6.  23,  24.  2  Cor* 
xi.  6.  Mat.  xxi.  23  Luke  xviii.  i*.  J  >hn  xii  42.  (/>)  They  might 

fufpelt,  though  they  would  net  cwn,  fomewhat  fupernaturrd ;  for 
even  Chrift  himfelf  had  been  educated  at  no  fchool,  comp.  John 
Xviii.  15,  1 6.  How  wonderful,  that  fuch  fliould  defend  themfeives 
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cordially  have  embaced  a  brighter.  d  Chrift,  as  head  corner- 
ftone,  holds  together  the  whole  church.  Here  is  an  oblique 
and  juft  infmuation  to  the  difadvantage  of  their  judicial  cha¬ 
racter,  Rom.  xiii.  3.  &c.  To  deceive  the  pioufly  inquifitive, 
would  be  a  coutradittion  to  every  divine  exeellehee.  Nothing 
had  been  more  c  tly  than  for  judges  of  the  land  toexpole  a  de¬ 
ceit  ns  to  Chrilt’s  re  fur  region,  if  that  had  really  been  the  cafe. 
They  never  deny  the  fact  and  fay,  that  when  foldicrs  flept  the 
bod v  was  taken  away,  The  fimple  and  unlearned  are  apt  to 
he  abalhcd  in  large  aflemblies  and  among  thofe  of  honourable 
authority.  To  ftand  clear  and  undifmayed  then,  argues  great 
prefence  of  mind  and  heavenly  aids.  They  who  would  pick 
quarrels  do  it  by  inquifition.  lhey  who  have  nought  to  de¬ 
fend  them  but  coalpit aeigs,  prifons,  and  deaths,  are  not  far  lrom 
their  end.  Neither  ought  our  freedom  of  ipeech  to  be  re¬ 
proachful  to  any  man,  nor  flattering.  Deliberation,  con- 
itancy,  and  wifdom,  fltine  forth  in  Peter’s  defence. 

*  To  matters  of  plain  fatf,  words  are  abfurdly  oppofed. 
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thing  (V)  reafonable .  however  much  inclined  or  even  pof- 
fible ,  againft  it.  But  when  they  had  commanded 
them  to  go  afide b  out  of  the  council- houfe,  as  criminals 
who  were  to  be  judged,  they  the  more  eafily  conferred 
among  themfelves,  faying,  What  Ihall  we  now  do  to 
thefe  men  ?  For  that  indeed  a  notable  miracle  of  itfe - 
ful  and  clear  nature ,  hath  been  done  by  them  is  already 
manifeft  to  all  of  them  that  dwell  in  Jerufalem  ( d\ 
arid  we  cannot,  if  we  would,  deny  it.  But  that  it  may 
fpread  no  further  to  our  d fad-vantage  among  the  hefi- 
fating  people,  let  us  ftraitly  (c)  threaten  them  c,  in Jlrong 

as  they  did ;  and  likewife  charee  their  iniquitous  judges !  (v)  Comp, 
job  xxx'i.  $.  Neh.  vi  7.  (d )  Their  inclination  here  is  rather  too 
manifeft.  (f)  Comp.  Lukexxii.  15.  Afts  xx.  3c. 
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Free  courage,  and  fleadfaftnefs  of  mind,  will  appear  in  the 
countenance  itfelf.  Where  no  fault  is,  even  people  of  rank 
and  authority  are  at  a  perplexing  lofs  for  accufation,  left;  frame 
and  guilt  frould  appear.  Convittion,  from  force  of  argument, 
may  obtain,  where  truth  is  not  embraced.  b  The  thoughts 
and  communications  of  judges  ought  to  be  free,  and  their  fen- 
tences  impartial.  By  manifeft,  cruel,  anti  unjuft:  meafures, 
even  the  common  people  are  apt  to  be  irritated.  To  appear 
indifferent  is  more  political  than  to  rage  c  How  hideous  !  a-* 
gainft  confcience  to  re  ft  rain  the  fuccefs  and  glory  of  truth.  A 
vain  attempt,  like  that  of  oppofing  the  courfe  of  a  ftrong  river. 
Even  neutral  bafefilence,is  againft  a  good  caufe.  Tobringabout 
this,  is  the  utrnoft  length  often  that  malice  itfelf  can  go  Aw¬ 
ful  human  authority,  is  yet  highly  inimical  to  divine  fcriptuml 
difcovtrics.  No  church  power  or  authority  can  abfolve,  or 
exrufe  any  from  the  obedience  due  to  magi  Urates,  and  the  juft 
laws  of  their  country,  nor  any  way  interfere  with  the  lame. 
Though,  when  thofe  magift rates  and  laws  encroach  upon  the 
natural  rights  of  confcience,  we  ought  to  obey  God  rather 
than  man,  Rom.  xiii  r,  &c.  Particular  churches  have  it  only 
in  their  power  to  put  in  execution  the  laws  nccdlary  to  their 
own  pvefervation  ;  and  not  to  bind  invariably  what  they  think 
well  of  at  the  time;  comp.  1  Cor.  xi.  16  Heh-  iii  (5.  Enh  i. 
20,  22  Mat.  xviii.  15,  &c.  Afts  xv  22,  25.  1  Cor.  v.  4  2ThefT. 
iii.  6.  Eph.  iv.  ii,  &c.  A&s  vi.  3.  80  early  were  private 
Chriftian  afiemblies  forbid  to  be  held.  It  is  fitting  that  men. 
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firms,  with  rigorous  punijhment,  that  they  fpeak  hence¬ 
forth  favourably  to  no  man  whatever  in  this  hated  name 
if  one  whom  we  flew,  and  they  as  yet  declare  to  be  alive. 
And,  accordingly ,  they  called  then}  in,  and  command¬ 
ed  them,  with  fevere  certification ,  not  to  fpeak  at  all, 
either  dire 51  ly  or  indirectly,  nor  teach  in  the  name  of 
their  favourite  ( f)  Jefus.  But  Peter  and  John  nobly 
anfwered  d  and  faid  unto  them  all ,  Whether  it  be 
lawfidly  right  in  the  fight  of  an  omnifeient  God  (g). 


(/")  That  he  was  Chrift.had  been  crucified,  and  was  rifen  again 
to  heavenly  honour,  comp,  verfe  iS  chap.  v.  2b ,  &r.  (^)  Sea 

Amos  iii.  8.  A  frequent  fentence  this  among  die  rabbins. 
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after  the  way  which  God  wills  fhould  ad  :  Martyrs  cf  Palef- 
tine.  Chriftians  fhould  fubmit  to  the  fevereft  hardfliips,  ra¬ 
ther  than  bind  themfelves  to  what  is  adverfe  to  their  religion. 
ibid.  The  felf  importance  of  fome  is  hurt  by  contradicting 
their  commands.  All  fhould  be  permitted  to  worfiiip  God 
after  their  own  manner.  How  comes  it  then,  to  be  denied  by 
Chriftians  to  Chriftians  ?  Better,  fay  fome,  to  have  no  religion 
at  all,  than  to  profefs  what  we  do  not,  cannot  believe.  The 
authority  of  the  fupreme  lawgiver  muft  be  the  meafure  of  belief 
and  obedience  to  his  fubjeds.  They  fly  to  violence  who  can¬ 
not  anfwer  in  any  other  way.  d  The  higheft  reverence  is  due 
to  infinite  fovereign  will,  Amos  iii.  8.  Ads  v.  29.  Adverfaries, 
■Whom  no  reafon  can  fatisfy,  muft  be  confounded  with  plain 
fpeech.  The  fenfes  rightly  exercifed,  may  be  good  foundations 
for  belief.  How  hardened  were  the  Jews  at  laft  !  It  thews  a 
hieannefs  of  fpirit,  and  malignity  of  mind  in  men,  to  deny 
w’orks  which  they  are  not  able  to  imitate  ;  and  to  render  thofe 
odious  who  are  employed  in  giving  inftrudion  to  the  public, 
on  important  matters,  of  which  they  know  nothing.  We  are 
Obliged  to  thofe  who  put  us  under  a  neceflity  of  ftudying  reli¬ 
gion.  Many  of  the  monks  charged  Luther  with  being  the  au¬ 
thor  of  a  book  called  the  New  Teftament.  Sharp  and  cruel 
threatenings  are  a  degree  of  perl'ecution.  Here  is  conftancy 
without  reproach.  Wife  and  frank  anfwers  intimidate  power¬ 
ful  foes.  How  contemptible  is  a  threatening,  devoid  of  both 
hope  and  argument  ?  To  do  good,  like  the  apoftles,  let  us  be 
mighty  ;  and  as  void  of  all  ftrength  for  doing  hurt.  Cankered 
malice  only  defers  to  feek  another  occafion.  They  will  fear 
mean  people  fometimes,  who  will  not  regard  God.  What  are 
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who  will  review  this fentence,  to  hearken  fubmifjively  unto 
you  more  than  unto  God  himfelf \  judge  ye^in prefence 
of'  one  another ,  who  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  law ,  and  let 
vs  know  the  refult .  For  ourjelvts ,  we  (A)  cannot  but 
freely  fpeak  out*,  for  the  benefit  of  all,  the  tilings  which 
offend  you,  and  which  we  have  fo  often  both  certainly  feen 
and  heard.  So  when  they,  who  were  under  the  mojl 
(acred  obligation  to  deal  truly  and  equitably,  had,  yet  fur¬ 
ther  threatened  thunc,  if  they  Jhould  perfi/l ,  they  let 
them  go  out  of  their  cufiody,for  a  time ,  finding  nothing 
( /)  fpccious  or  p>  obabie  to  comiefcend  upon,  how  they  might 
punifh  them  as  tranfgrcffors,  becaufe  of  the  more  un - 
biaf[ed  people  ( :  for  nearly  all  men ,fave  ihemfelves ,  now 
glorified  by  praifez  the  powerful  goodnefs  of  God  in  the 
apofllcs ,  for  that  great  miracle  which  was  lately  done. 
For  the  man  had  not  only  been  lame  from  the  womb  (/), 
but  was  above  forty  years  old,  on  whom  this  miracle 
of  healing  was  Ihewcch 

(/;)  A  moral,  not  natural  impoflibilby ;  fo  Deut.  xu.  17.  Mat.  \x.  15. 

1  Cor.  iii.  1  1 .  x.  j  t  .  2  Cor.  xiii.  8.  Mat.  ii.  1 9.  John  lii.  27.  A  ft  s  x. 
41.  Ma*.  xxviii.  1 9.  (/')  Comp,  Luke  xxiii.  14.  A<5ls  iii.  9,  &c.  xii». 

Luke  xxii.  14.  (/')  Continuance  makes difiafes  defperate  in  their 

curs. 
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ten  thoufand  philofophical  fubtdties,  when  compared  with  2 
fentiment  like  this?  Socrates  in  Plato  has  a  fimilar  one.  See 
the  pious  Di.  Doddridge  on  this  text.  What  fo  deleflable  as 
a  proud,  bigotted,  overbearing  temper?  comp.  John  xvi.  2, 
d  How  delightful  is  zeal  and  courage  in  a  good  eaufe  ?  fee  If. 
xl  2()  May  our  knowledge  of  Jefus  be  traced  from  genuine, 
pious,  and  virtuous  effects !  May  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel 
1  ever  want  courage  in  a  good  eaufe  !  e  It  is  hideous  tyran¬ 
nical  oppreffion  in  any  to  fubftitute  mere  human  will  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  what  is  divine.  To  incline  what  is  evil,  is  guilt  be¬ 
fore  God,  James  i.  13,  14.  The  policies  of  men’s  wit  are 
vain  againft  Almighty  God.  They  could  not  keep  Chrift  in 
the  grave,  and  now  they  think  to  bury  his  name.  An  extreme, 
love  of  wealth  and  fame,  will  not  hearken  to  reafon.  r  The 
fimpleand  unprejudiced  are  often  better  judges  of  facred  mat¬ 
ters  than  their  priefts;  fee  Numb.  xvi.  41.  1  Kings  xii  2c  xiii. 
Bruiifli  and  violent  men,  are  only  the  more  pertinacious  for 
being  told  their  faults  K  All  things  are  of  God, 
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AND  being  let  go  from  examination  before  the  council , 
they  bnmediatcly  went  to  their  ow  n  company  (rt),  who 
believed  in  Jefus,  for  advice  and  prayer,  and  reported  all 
that  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  had  laid  unto  them. 
And  when  they  heard  that,  they,  vndfmaycd  and  yet 
unp refuming*,  lift  up  their  ardent  voice  to  Ahvaghly 
God,  with  one  accord,  and  laid,  (/>)  Lord  of  univerfal 
nature ,  thou  art  God,  even  tbou  ,J  alone,  which  hail 
made  ( c )  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  lea,  and  all  that  in 
them  is  :  who,  by  the  mouth  of  thy  fi')  royal  lervant 
David,  under  heavenly  inspiration  {e)  haft  faid,  Why 
did  the  heathen  nations  fo  injujlly  rage,  and  even  the 
Jewifl?  people,  along  with  them ,  imagine fuch  vain  (y) 
cruel  things?  The  haughty  (^ )  kings  of  the  earth  flood 
up  with  full  confidence  of  fuccefs  c,  and  the  rulers  under 
them  were  gathered  together  as  in  battle  array  againil 
the  Lord' (7?)  Jehovah ,  and  againil  his  (/')  Chrifl.  For 
of  a  truth  againil  thy  (_/')  holy  child d  Jefus,  whom 
thou  hall  anointed  (£)  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  above  r.icafure , 

(j)  See  Jhn  x.  3,4.  1?.  xv?.  32.  (/>)  Or,  thou,  O  God  ;  as  in 

M  irk  xv.  34.  romp.  M<r.  x.vvii.  46.  One  only  fpokc  ;  comp.  Gen. 
xlviii.  fc.  (<r)  Chief  parts,  comprehending  the  whole  world  ;  fo, 
Afts  xiv  15.  (d)  Or  child,  fee  Mat.  xii.  if'.  (r)  Pfd.  ii.  1.  St, 

Luke  refers  to  that  op'pofition  which  began  in  ChriU.  (/')  Things 
which  muft  certainly  iiTne  in  their  own  difappointment  and  run  . 
(f)  \  name  ufeJ  for  all  very  great  people.  (/)  See  Hebrew,  and 
LXX.  (-/)  Or  anointed.  What  primarly  might  he  faid  of  David, 
2  ham.  ii.  8.  9.  v.  17.  in  the  fuileft  fenfe  a.  ommodates  to  the  Mef- 
fiah.  (J.)  Ur  fon,  chap.  iii.  13,  26  (/)  Comp.  John  x.  3b.  iii. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Prayer  is  the  bed  ground  of  Chriflian  comfort,  and  Al¬ 
mighty  love  a  clear  foundation  for  prayer.  True  mutual  love 
replcnifhts  kindred  hearts  with  jov,  in  the  fuccefs  of  each. 
With  forrow,  in  the  cafe  of  God’s  fervants,  joy  is  wifely  tem¬ 
pered.  Gofpel  fuccefs  is  a  chief  fource  of  fpiritual  gladnefs. 
b  The  divine  right  to  govern,  is  abfolute,  irrefiftible.  c  All 
power  upon  earth  is  as  nothing  to  that  which  is  infinite. 
“  Jefus  is  completely  qualified  to  ail  as  prophet,  priefl,  and 
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both  Herod  (/)  Antipas ,  and  Pontius  Pilate,  the  Rowan 
governor  of  Judea ,  with  the  idolatrous  gentiles,  and  the 
unhappy  (tn)  people  of  Ifracl  were  thus  impioufly  gathered 
together,  for  to  do  whatsoever  thy  ever-ruling  hand, 
ami  thy  unerring  fovereign  (ft)  counfel  determined  be¬ 
fore  to  be  done  %  as  eventually  productive  of  much  good. 
And  now,  I.ord,  who  haft  hitherto  triumphed  over  mali¬ 
cious  guilt ,  behold  their  prefent  haughty  threatening*  to 
objtruct  the  gofpel  progrefs,  fo  as  to  render  than  aij'o  ineffec¬ 
tual :  and  grant  unto  thy  devoted  witnefting  lervants, 
that  with  ail  boldnefs  they  may  hereafter  Speak  thy 
(o)  gracious  word,  in  midft  of  the  greatejt  dangers  f,  by 
Stretching  forth,  at  the  Janie  lime ,  thine  own  Almighty 
hand  along  with  theirs ,  to  heal  the  moft  incurable  difeafes 
naturally:  and  that  figns  (p)  and  wonders,  undeniably 
miraculous ,  may  ftill  be  done  by  the  (q)  powerful  name 
of  thy  holy  exalted  child  Jefus. 


j  3,  26.  Afts  h.  4  (/)  The  wicked  fon  of  a  great  wicked  father  ; 

jee  M.it  xiv.  1,  &c.  Mark  vi.  14.  Luke  xxiii.  7,  ic,  Sec.  (w)  Moft 
of  ihem  ;  fee  Geu  xxviii.  3  xl/iii.  4.  (//)  Or  decree  With  God 

lhi*re  is  no  need  to  deliberate  j  fee  chap.  ii.  13.  Atfions  and  things 
may  be  here  perfonified  Rom.  viii.  17,  J9.  some,  what  Chrift 
himlelf  was  anointed  with  the  H  >ly  Spirit  to  do,  A  its  x  38. 
(e)  See  chap.  ii.  1 9  Lph.  vi.  19.  (/>)  Comp.  chap.  ii.  2 1.  (7)  See 
veife  27.  chap  iii.  13. 
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king.  No  will  or  power  of  man  can  impede  God’s  eternal 
purpofes.  His  truth,  in  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  is  quite 
confpicuous.  e  Human  malice,  in  the  hand  of  God,  may 
effectuate  great  advantages,  Gen  xlv.  7  What  God  . did  de¬ 
cree,  was  the  death  of  Clirid  for  the  good  of  mankind  ;  and 
n,ot  the  guilt  by  which  this  was  perpetrated.  The  efficacy  of 
divine  purpoles  Ihould  encourage  all  to  fuller  the  greateft  ex¬ 
tremities  in  truth’s  caufe.  Determinations  of  the  Almighty 
mud  ever  be  underftood  as  confident  with  free  human  agency, 
Luke  xxii.  22.  f  Freedom  of  fpeech  upon  great  preffmg 
occafions,  is  a  divine  gift,  Prov  xvi.  1  Gofpel  progrefs  ought 
to  be  much  upon  our  hearts  in  prayer  Signs  and  wonders 
done  by  the  name  of  Jefus,  in  former  ages,  encourage  us  to 
hope  for  his  continued  aids,  whillt  pleading  his  caufe,  and 
pleading  as  we  ought. 
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AND  when  they  had  prayed  as  above,  the  place 
5^as  fliaken,  in  proof  of  divine  peculiar  (a)  prefence ,  where 
they  were  aflembled  together  ;  and  they  were  all 
filled  more  fcnfibly  a  than  ever,  with  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  by  that  means  they  fpake,  upon  all fubfquent 
occafrons ,  the  gracious  word  of  God  with  fuitably  ah va¬ 
rying  boldnefs.  And  the  multitude  of  them  that  be¬ 
lieved  in  Chrifi ,  were  like  people {b)  of  one  heart,  and 
of  one  foul b  as  to  agreement  of  mind ,  with  beneficent  af- 
feftion  :  neither  faid  any  of  them  narrowly,  even  to  his 
own  breajl ,  that  ought  of  the  things  -which  hepoflefled, 
was  folely  his  own,  but  they  had  all  things  proper  to  be 
divided  (e)  in  common.  And  with  great  power  of 
efficacious  zeal ,  gave  the  apoftles- witnefs,  both  (d')  by 
word  and  deed ,  of  the(f)  rcfurreclion  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  :  and  great  inexpreffible  grace  (/)  from  Cad -and  men , 
c  was  upon  them  all.  Neither  was  there  any  among 
them,  however  diftant  or  low ,  that  lacked  amidjl  all  their 
difficulties  and  fiffc rings  :  for,  whenever  it  was  needful , 
as  many  as  were  polfeflbrs  of  lands,  or  houfes,  iold 

(</)  Comp.  Hag.  ii.  7,  R.  Juhn  x:v.  13,  [4  Perhaps  attended 
with  a  like  found,  and  like  appearance,  as  chap.  ii.  I.  Sc-.  xvi.  26. 
(i>)  Proverbial.  The  caufe  for  the  efEft ;  fulfilling.  John  xvii.  1  1, 
21,  2i.;  comp,  i  Cor.  i.  ic.  Phil,  i-  27.  ii.  2.  1  Pet.  iit.  ,8.  Two 
friends  have  hut  one  fonh  Plat.  (<•■)  Sec  chap,  ii  44.  The  only 
thing  improper  to  be  common  was  too  frequent,  even  among  hea¬ 
thens  of  great  name.  No  words  can  be  more  cxpnffive  of  intimate 
endearing  frienuftiip.  (ft)  Comp.  (.hap.  v.  12.  vi.  8.  xix.  11.  Col. 
i.  29  2  Their  i.  1  i.  p)  A  chief  part  of  the  apoftolieal  office,  fee 
Ails  i.  2 2. ;  and  the  molt  difputed  at  the  time.  ( /)  Or  Uvour  ; 


REFLECTIONS. 

*  They  who  improve  as  they  ought  obtain  ftill  more,  John 
Ocv.  2.  Benevolence  is  peculiarly  conciliating.  There  is  no¬ 
thing  fo  effectual  as  is  the  prayer  of  the  church  with  one  con¬ 
tent.  AlTaults  do  but  increafe  the  power  of  divine  truths. 
b  The  refurredtion  of  Jefus  proved,  proves  every  other  article 
Of  his  divine  religion.  c  See  notes  a. 
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them,  without  delay ,  entirely  off,  and  (g)  brought  the 
prices  of  the  things  that  were  fold,  and  laid  them  un- 
rchidanily  down  at  the  apoftles’  (Jj)  feet,  to  be  difpofed 
of  at  their  pleafure d  :  and  diftribution  was  faithfully 
made  unto  every  man,  for  prefent  relief \  according  as 
he  had  need.  And  jokes  in  particular ,  who  by  the 
a  potties  was  fur  named,  from  his  benevolent  ufefulnefs , 
Barnabas  ( which  is,  being  interpreted,  The  (/)  fon  of 
confokition)  a  I.evirc  pritff  and  of  the  (j)  country  of 
Cyprus,  having  (k)  land  there ,  fold  it %  and  laid  it, 
even  as  others,  at  the  apoftles’  feet. 

fee  chap.  ii.  47. ;  comp  Eph.  vi.  24.  (^)  The  cafe  wai  peculiar 

and  not  always  to  be  followed  ;  fee  chap.  xi.  29.  xii.  12.  xxi.  8,  16. 
(/;)  Alluding  to  rheir  fitting  high,  is.  teachers  and  prefidents;  chap, 
xxii.  3  comp.  PA1.  viii.  7  (/)  tvk-wife  of  adhortation,  Attsxiii. 

ic.;  both  comprehended  in  tile  office  of  teaching,  fee  chap.  ix.  24. 
xtii.  1;.  (/)  An  illmd  in  ihe  Mediterranean,  and  moft  cafterly 

part  thereof ;  about  1  jo  miles  long,  and  70  broad.  (^)  Or,  in  the 
iubnrbs,  Numb.  xxv.  3,  4.  Ur  ic  might  belong  to  his  wife.  He  was 
probably  among  ihe  hrft,  and  illuflrious  as  to  quantity  and  manner ; 
comp.  Jer.  xxx  i,  7.  The  Ifraelites  were  much  difperfed  by  perfe- 
cution.  .  , 
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d  The  poor’s  flock  fhould  bediftributed  as  with  a  father’s  tender- 
nefs  and  impartiality.  Chriftians  were  fometimes  termed,  by  pri¬ 
mitive  writers,  the  united  people.  To  render  frieiullhip  clofe  and 
faithful,  there  pm  ft  be  a  famenef;  of  inclinations,  a  correfpond- 
ing  will,  and  unanimity  in  judgement  Here  is  a  beautiful  deli¬ 
neation  in  miniature,  of  plain  and  fimple  worfhip,  ftricl  mo¬ 
rals,  and  inofFenfive  fociability.  Compare  it  with  Pliny’sLct- 
ter  to  Trojan.  Who  can  trace  the  memoirs  of  fuch  a  golden 
age,  without  fecret  complacency  and  exultation  of  niind  }  Joys 
multiply  with  numbers,  under  the  influence  of  pure  love.  c  Di¬ 
vine  grace  ever  operates  generoufly.  We  are  not  proprietors, 
but  ftewards.  Where  no  ambition,  nor  envy,  nor  brawling, 
ror  11  rife  are,  there  is  conformity  of  iniiul,  and  peaceable  quiet- 
rn  fs  of  heart.  It  is  much  more  eafy  and  common  to  impart 
fpiritual  good  things  than  temporal.  We  fhould  fo  give,  as 
though  the  gift  itfelf  were  our  own  proper  good.  To  be  ex¬ 
emplary  in  alms-giving,  much  adorns  the  gofpel.  Chriftian 
converfe,  and  praifing  God,  fliould  be  our  daily  bufmefs  and 
entertainment. 
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BUT  a  certain  man,  who  was  a  late  convert  from 
among  the  Jews,  named  (a)  Ananias,  with  (b)  Sapplnra 
his  wife,  as  if  they  had  intended  to  equal  the  zeal  and  li¬ 
berality  of  Barnabas,  fold  a  polTeflion,  of  dejign  they  gave 
nut ,  to  be/low  the  whole  price,  like Jome  (V)  others ,  in  fupport 
of  their  poor  brethren ;  and,  notwithstanding,  he  fraudu¬ 
lently  kept  back  (d)  part  of  the  price,  his  wife  alfo  be¬ 
ing  privy  to  it,  and  brought  a  certain  part  only,  and 
laid  it,  in  great  form,  at  the  apoftles’  feet.  But  Peter, 
(e)  by  the  Spirit ,  faid,  0  Ananias,  why  hath  Satan  % 
through  thy  bafe  permijfion  (f),  filled  thine  heart  with 
Juch  evil  thoughts  and  purpefes ,  as  to  lie  to,  yea,  even  au- 
dcfcioujly  attempt  to  (g)  deceive  the  Holy  Ghoft,  under 
whom  we  aft,  and  to  keep  back  part  of  the  price  of  the 
lind,  when  affecting  to  give  the  whole?  Whiles  it  re¬ 
mained  unfold ,  was  it  not  thine  own  ?  And  alfo,  after 
it  was  fold,  was  it  not  quite  in  thine  own  (Z>)  power  to 
ri/pefe  of  at  pleafure?  Why  haft  thou,  then,  conceived 
tiiis  wicked  thing  in  thine  heart,  and  carried  it  forward 
to  Jo  Jhock'mg  a  pitch  b  ?  Thou  haft  not  lied  unto  man 

(a)  Same  name  as  in  Jer,  xxviii.  r.  (/■)  Signifies  beautiful, 
Pfal  xvi  6,  (  )  See  chap  iv.  34  (./)  A  kind  of  facrilege,  with 

hvpocrify.  Jf  lli.  vii.  i,  2,  Tit.  i.  10.  An  amhiii  n  ol  fame, 
(f.)  This  nf  dil'ccrning  hearts,  at  times,  was  an  eminent  apoftolirr.l 
girt.  Peter,  though  a  chief  anoftle,  was  no  ruirr  among  ih-m. 
(/)  By  this  rh.  H.  brews  expreffed,  being  hold  to  do  a  thing,  Ellh. 
\ii  t.;  fee  John  xiii.  27.  (^)  Or  belie  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the 

apoftles;  fre  margin  transition,  Luke  x.  I  b.  Mat.  xii.  13, 
(/■■)  1  liereiore.  a  lbid>  community  of  goods,  even  then,  was  not  in- 
dilpcnliblc.  only  the  poor  were  to  be  cared  for,  Dcut.  xxtii.  1 1 , 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  What  is  agreeable  to  the  wicked  one,  and  may  be  both 
fuggel'l ed  and  forwarded  by  him,  doth  not  excufe  guilt ;  but 
the  contrary  often,  ver.  4  Col.  iii.  9.  John  viii  44.  b  The 
fame  kinds  of  crimes  may  be  highly  aggravated. 
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only,  whom  appearances  may  mijlcad ,  but  unto  an  omrtl - 
feient  God  (/),  whom  the  moll  fpecious  imaginable  cannot . 
And  Ananias,  immediately  upon  hearing  thele  words, 
fell  down  to  the  ground,  and  ( j ),  by  a  vifible  awful  jlroke 
of  divine  jujhcec,  gave  up  the  (k)  Ghoft  :  and  great  (/) 
fear  came  on  all  them  that jaw,  and  heard  the  report  of 
thele  things.  And fonie  of  the  young  able-bodied  men, 
•who  were  prefent  with  Peter  and  the  other  apojlles  at  this 
meeting,  aroic,  wound  him  up  after  the  manner  of  the 
Jews,  and  carried  him  out,  and  (m)  buried  him. 
And  it  was  about  the  fpace  of  three  hours  after,  when 
his  wife  Sapphira ,  not  knowing  what  was  done  relative 
to  her  hufiand*s  death,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
happened,  came  in  to  fee  what  had  detained  him .  And 
Peter,  who  knew  wherefore  jhecame ,  aniwered  unto  her 
( n )  defign  before  them  all.  Tell  me  whether  ye  fold  the 
land  for  juft  fo  much  (o)  as  has  been  reported?  And  fire 
laid,  yea,  for  fo  much  precifely.  Then  Peter  faid  unto 
her,  by  a  like  fpiritual  impulfe  as  above.  How  is  it  that 
ye  have  thus  wickedly  agreed  together,  to  (p)  tempt 
and  provoke  the  righteous  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold, 
l  hear,  even  now,  the  feet  of  them  which  have  buried 
thy  hulhand  are  at  the  door  in  their  return,  and  ( a ) 


(/)  See  Exod.  xvi.  2,  8.  Mark  ix  37.  Luke  x.  16.  r  Or.  viii,  12. 
(_/)■  Peter  himfelf might  hive  no  hand  in  this.  No  jult  precedent 
therefore  to  punilh  heretics  with  death  (I)  Or  expired.  (/)  Re- 
verence  for  Almighty  God,  like  Luke  v.  26  As  yet  the  church  had 
no  protesting  magiftrates  or  rulers,  (m r)  Or  put  the  dead  body, 
by  Pome  wrapper,  into  proper  condition  *or  this,  comp.  Ezck.xxix.  5 . 
(7;)  And  not  to  any  former  qu  (lion  of  hers,  comp.  Mat  xi.  25. 
( 0 )  Naming  a  fum  probably  (/>)  Or  try,  comp.- Exod.  xvii.  7. 
liph.  v.  5.  PhiLiii  1-9.  (7)  This  was  revealed  to  Peter  by  the 
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L’  How  dreadful  a  thing  is  it  to  lie  ?  Here  can  be  no  error  of 
judgement,  but  wicked  perverfenefs,  Rev  xxi.  8,  27.  'ihe 
i  loly  Uholt  love th  phiinnefs  of  heart,  and  hateth  diflimulatinn. 

To  be  more  ambitious  of  honour  than  of  true  holinefs  even  the 
beit  Ihonld  dread.  In  the  eye  of  God,  it  is  a  hideous  thing  to 
deface  liberality  with  a  bnfe  motive.  Offence  again*!  clear 
light  is  peculiarly  grievous  (The  plain  Pimple  gcfpcl  is  hurt 
by  nothing  fo  much  as  dilEtnulution  and  avarice. 
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{hall  forthwith  carry  thee  out  dead  after  him.  Then 
fell  {he  down  ftraightway  at  his  feet,  and  yielded  up 
the  ghoft  :  and  the  young  men  came  in,  and  found 
her  dead  as  the  apc/tle  had  foretold,  and  carrying  d  her 
forth  (r),  buried  her.  with  fonie  cujiomary  preparation.', 
by  the  fide  of  her  hufband.  And  great  fear  of  the(s) 
Mof  High,  more  than  ever,  came  upon  all  the  church* 
members  prefent,  and  upon  as  many  lihewife ,  as  heard 
the  report  of  thde  things. 


SECT.  XXII.  FROM  VERSE  XII. 


AND  by  the  inftrumental  (a)  hands  of  the  apoftles, 
were  many  notable  miraculous  figns  and  wonders  pub¬ 
licly  wrought  among  the  people,  in  fupport  of  their  fa * 
cred  minift rations  ;  {and  they  were  all  prefent,  for  reli¬ 
gious  endearing  eonverfe ,  with  one  a  accord  of  Jpirit,  in 
Solomon’s  ( b )  porch.  And  of  the  reft  b  who  were  not 

Spirit;  and  done,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  by  an  immediate  divine 
hand,  (/-)  Partners  in  bed,  guilt,  and  punifhmenr.  In  their  ^uilt 
was  implied,  as  abovr,  qmbition,  covetcufnefs,  hypocritical  fdfe- 
hood,  doubts  as  to  the  extent  of  apoflolical  gilts.  It  was  done  in 
mid  ft  of  great  miracles,  and  tended  to  difgrace  Chrift’s  miniflers ; 
consequently  to  hurt  gofpel  fuccefc  in  an  early  per:od.  (j)  The 
apollles  too  could  not  fail,  as  divine  inftruroents,  to  be  refpetfed. 

(tf)  Comp.  1<.  xx.  2.  Dan.  ir.  10.  Mai.  i.  i.  Aflsvii.  35.  (//  See 
ch,;p.  iii.  11. ;  and  comp.  chap,  ii  46.  As  yet,  they  obftrvcd  the 

REFLECTIONS. 

J  In  the  beginning  of  a  new  difpenfaticn,  fuch  examples  might 
prevent  the  like  daring  wicked nefs  in  multitudes,  Lev.  x.  i,  2. 
Now  was  the  dignity  of  the  Spirit  of  God  vindicated;  and  alfo, 
the  honour  of  our  blcffed  Lord  in  his  apollles.  Awful  in- 
(lances  of  divine  feverity  ought  to  be  attended  to  with  humble 
reverence.  May  integrity  and  uprightnefs  ever  preferve  us  ! 
Pfal.  xxv.  2t.  God  is  peculiarly  infulted  under  the  drefs  cf 
religion.  Pure  church  members,  though  few,  are  preferable  to 
numerous  forts  of  falfehood. 

*  Unity  of  mind  is  one  natural  fruit  of  brotherly  love. 
Smaller  differences  would  eafily  remove,  by  an  apoflolical 
fentence.  The  fincere  need  not,  nor  ought  they  to  be  deterred 
by  divine  judgements  againfl  difleinblers  b  The  apoftles 
fought  no  renown  from  their  own  doings,  but  referred  all  to 
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genuine  members  of  the  church  of  Chriji ,  durft  no  man  (V) 
hajtily  join  himlelf  to  them  ;  but,  in  general-,  the  people 
magnified  them  by  praife  and  other  due  marks  of  honour . 
And  believers,  Of  pure  JleadfaJl  zeal,  were  the  more 
added  to  the  c  Lord,  on  each  of  thefe  accounts ,  botli  of 
hien  ( d )  and  women)  ( e ),  infomuch  that  they  brought 
forth  the  lick  from  their  houfes  (/)  into  mojt  of  \.hz fre¬ 
quented  ilreets,  and  laid  them  on  convenient  beds  and 
(g)  couches,  whence  of  thenf elves  they  could  not Jtir,  that, 
at  the  leaft,  ftnee  nigher  they  could  not  come  for  the  abler 
crowds  (/>),  the  fhadowj  of  Peter  and  John  palling  by, 
might  overlhadow  fome  of  them.  There  came  alfo 
a  multitude  out  of  the  adjacent  cities  round  about 
tinto  Jerufalem,  bringing  Tick  folks  to  be  relieved ,  and 
them  which  were  grievoufly  vexed  with  unclean  Spi¬ 
rits  :  and  they  were  healed  every  one  by  miracle d  who 
did  thus  offer  .themfelvesi 

SECT.  XXIII.  FROM  VERSE  XVII. 

7' HEN  the  a  high  prieft/or  the  time  ( a ),  rofe  up  in 

Mofaic  rules,  and  did  differ  from  the  other  Jews  only  by  faith  ini 
Chrift:  this  was  proper  till  the  gentiles  fhould  be  called;  comp. 
A<fts  xv.  5,  &c.  (<  )  They  flood  in  awe  of  fuch  venerable  charac¬ 

ters  and  powers;  fee  I  Kings  xvii.  it<.  (*/)  Referring -to  chap, 
iv.  4.  (<?)  Thefu'  j  A  of  miracles  refumed.  [/)  Or,  in  every 

ft  reet ;  lee  chap;  xxii.  19  (gj  A  jneaner  kind  of  bed*,  Mark  ii.  4. 
{*)  So  great  confidence  had  they  in  thieir  power  with  God  by 
Thrift;  fee  chap.  xix.  12.  ;  comp.  John  xiv.  12. 

(«*)  AS  in  Lxod-rxxxii;  i.  Deuuxxxii.' 38.  Probably  either  Annas 

reflections. 

fhert  mailer.  Common  people  do,  in  many  cafes,  judge  with¬ 
out  thofe  fixed  and  inveterate  prejudices  which  entangle  the 
minds  of  their  fupeviors.  They  might  Hill  hope,  Come  how  or 
other,  that  they  who  wrought  fuch  miracles  would  accomplilh 
their  temporal  deliverance.  When  (hall  men  exprefs  as  great 
concern  for  their  fouls  as  for  their  bodies  ?  e  See  la  ft  reflec¬ 
tion.  Sincere  believers  mult  be  devoted  to  the  Lord’s  fervice, 

1  Cor.  viii.  j.  Rom.  xv.  7.  “  See  reflexion  c. 

1  Falfc  prelates  cannot  abide  the  increafe  of  true  religion. 
Malicious  envy  gets  the  better  of  fober  counfel  often,  and  even 

H 


ACTS  0*  THE 


53 


Chap.  Vi 


fury  dntzL\  and  all  they  that  were  of  like  cruel  fentiments 
with  him  (which  if?  fa  fultable  1o(f)  the  feet  of  the 
Sadduceesb)  and  were,  even  filled  with  zeal  c/” indig¬ 
nation  (r)  againjl  thofe  who  oppofed  tkc  national  rulers  ; 
and  laid  their  violent  hands  on  the  apoftles  of  Chriji , 
and  put  them,  like  grofs  malefactors ,  in  the  common 
pvifnn.  But,  to  embolden  them ,  the  ( d )  angel  of  the 
Lord,  Jehovah ,  being  Jcnt  by  night,  opened  without 
noifec  the  prifon  doors,  and  brought  them  forth,  and 
faid,  in  his  great  name  :  Go,  rcfoluicly  ft  and  up  (t),  and 
fpeak,  even  in  the  thronged  temple  to  the  JcwiJh  people, 
all  the  words  of  (f)  this  dodtrine  relative  to  future  and 
eternal d  life,  which  their  guilty  leaders  Jo  much  defpife. 
And  when  they  heard  that  heavenly  command ,  they,  in 
face  of  all  dangers^  entered  into  the  temple  of  God  early 
in  the  morning,  and  taught  fuch  devout  ivorjhippers  as 
did  appear.  But  the  (^)  high  priefc  came,  and  they 
that  were  fimilarly  inclined  with  him,  and  called  the 
council  (Jo) for  religious  matters  together,  and  ail  the  fe- 
nate  of  age  and  experience  (/)  belonging  to  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  and  fent  their  officers  to  the  prifon,  to  have 
them  whom  they  Jlill  unde  flood  to  be  in  confinement  there z 

rr  Caiaphas  dill,  A£ls  iv.  6  (5)  Comp.  Atfs  xxiif.  6,  8.  iv 

(c)  Or  bitter  envy ;  coirp.  Rom.  x.  2.  James  iii.  14.  (</)  See 

Mat.  i.  2f.ixviii.  2.  Afts  .xii.  ic.  (<?)  Rchrting  toAfts  ii  14.  iv. 
18.  ;  comp.  2  Cor.  i.  24.  Col  iv.  12.  (/)  Comp.  1  Cor.  xv.  19. 

John  vi.  f) 8.  Acts  xiii.  2 9.  2  Tim.  i.  10  :  yst  pride,  felfithnefs,  and 
policy  overlook  every  thing  miraculous,  (g)  See  chap  iv.  6.  v.  17. 
(h)  Or  Sanhedrim,  compofed  ofabom  70  elders,  or  feaamrs,  moll  y 
priefts  and  lawyers.  (/)  From  other  places  befides  Jerufalem  ; 
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wife  policy.  To  threaten  and  diftrefs  is  the  common  method 
of  bigots  and  wicked  men.  b  The  political  look  not  beyond 
this  prefent  world,  and  are  exceedingly  zealous  of  their  autho¬ 
rity.  c  Angels  of  benevolence  delight  in  kind  offices.  They 
who  have  no  help  of  men  even  in  a  good  caufe,  are  molt  the 
objects  of  divine  regard.  ,d  Some  hearts  are  too  high,  even 
for  the  difcipline  of  divine  wifdom,  Luke  vii  30.  •,  Comp.  John 
xviii.  6.  xii.  10.  Prejudice  will  hurry  the  mind  into  the  1110ft 
fatal  extravagances-,’  Mat.  x.  18.  xxvii.  34.  Thofe  who  deny 
a  future  ftate  will  ever  be  theconftant  and  implacable  enemie; 


Sect.  XXIII. 


APOSTLES. 


59 

brought  out  for  trial  and  punifhment .  But  when  the 
officers  came  thither ,  and  found  them  not  in  the  pri- 
fun -houfe,  they  returned,  under  great  Jurprife ,  to  the 
afembly,  and  told  the  plain  faCt^  faying,  The  prifon 
truly  found  we  fhut  with  all  appearances  of  fafety,  and 
the  keepers,  agreeable  to  their  late  orders  (  /),  handing 
without  before  the  doors;  but  when  we  had  opened, 
we  found  no  man  within.  Now,  when  the  (£)  high 
pried,  anil  (/)  the  captain  of  the  temple,  and  the 
other  chief  of  the  priefts  heard  tliefe  Jirange  things  ( m  J, 
they,  in  perplexity ,  doubted  of  them  at  length  where- 
unto  this  would  grow.  Then  came  one,  and  very 
unexpectedly  Ukewife  told  them,  Behold,  the  men  whom 
ye  put  in  prifon,  fo  late  as  lajl  evenings  are  this  moment 
If  anding  in  the  open  temple,  and  teaching,  with  as  much 
freedom  and  confidence  as  ever ,  the  people  there.  Then 
went  the  captain  of  the  temple ,  with  the  inferior  (;j) 
officers,  and  brought  them  by  direction ,  under  a  guard 
of foldiers ,  but  without  doing  any  farther  violence  (o')  to 
their  perfons  (for  they  feared  the  numbers  of  ingenuous c 
people  who  were  bearers ,  left,  by  giving  fucb  provocation , 
they  fhould  have  been  injlantly  ftoned).  And  when 
they  had  brought  them  up  from  the  temple ,  they  fet 
them  again  as  pannels  before  the  council:  and  the 
high  prieft  Jternly  aiked  them,  faying.  Did  not  we 
your  legal fuperiors ,  ftraitly  (p)  command  you,  with  cer¬ 
tification ,  that  you  fliould  not  any  longer  f  teach  in  this 

fee  chap.  iv.  5  Mat.  x.  17  (  /)  Hence  the  miracle  fo  much 

greater.  {^)  Or;,  priclt  limply  ;  by  way  of  eminence  ;  fo  2  Chron. 
xxiv  2,  2c.  (!)  See  dup.  iv.  i#.  (7 n)  So  thi  k  a  fiicceflion  of 

miracles,  and  ail  again  It  them,  did  greatly  confound  ;  comp.  chap. 
v.2,12  x.  17.  («)  See  John  vii  32,45  xviii.  12.  The  a po files, 

therefore,  were  nut  confuous  to  themlelvcs  of  having  done,  or,  at 
that  time  doing  any  evil.  (*)  Comp.  Mat.  xxvii.  2.  (/>)  See 

REFLECTIONS. 

of  Chriftianity.  e  We  fliould  not,  in  any  wife,  feem  todefpife 
public  authoriiy  *  Tyrants  urge  expreis  orders,  in  the  place 
of  all  reafon.  Charges  of  difobedience  and  falfe  accufations 
are  often  conjoined.  The  holy  word  of  God  can  never  be  ef- 

H  a 
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hated  hnpofers  name?  And  yet,  difdainful  df  our  clear  and 
pofitive  cditt,  behold,  ye  have  filled  (q)  to  the  utmojl  of 
your  power  Jerufalem  iifelf  with  your  falfe  doctrine,  and 
intend  manfejtly  by  that  means ,  to  bring  (r)  the  guilt  and 
punijhment  of  this  bafe E  man’s  blood  upon  us  who  did 
fo  righteottfly  crucify  him. 

SECT,  XXIV.  FROM  VERSE  XXIX. 

THEN  Peter,  warmed  with  pure  zeal,  and  the  other 
apoftles  by  him ,  anfwered  and  faid,  We  (a)  ought  furcly 
to  obey  Goda  who  is  infinite ,  rather  than  men  even  of 
the  highefi  rank.  Befides  (b),  it  is  proper  for  you  who  now. 
judge  to  reflect,  that  the  God  of  our  pious  (c)  fathers, 
Abraham,  l/aac ,  and  Jacob ,  raifed  up  ( d )  both  to  office 
and  glorious  reigning  power,  that  fame  Jefus,  whom  ye 
lately  flew  by  the  hands  of  others,  and  (e)  ignominioufly 
hanged  on  a  tree.  Him  verily  thus  Jhockingly  ufed  of 
untoward  men ,  hath  God,  ever  true  and  faithful  to  hie 
word,  exalted  with  his  omnipotent  right  hand  to  the 
highefi  heavens,  to  be  a  (/  )  prince  and  a  Saviour,  for  to 

chap.  iv.  17,  18.  ;  they  fcorn  to  take  it  in  their  mouths.  (?)  This 
they  faid  not  of  ignorance,  but  of  malice.  (/■)  Comp.  Mat.  xxvii. 
25. ;  they  did  not,  and  therefore  could  not  objeft  to  any  particulars 
in  the  Chridian  doidrine.  Falfehood  and  contumacy  are  words 
eafily  fpo|cen  ;  comp.  Afts  ii  2  2,  23.  iii.  13.  iv.  10. 

(d)  Anfwer  to  the  charge  of  difobedience,  vet.  28  This,  though 
inairetfly,  threw  the  guilt  of  innocent  blood  upon  the  Jewifh  coun¬ 
cil ;  fee  chap.  iv.  19.  comp.  chap,  ixvii.  21.  (£)  Anfwer  to  the 

charge  of  falfe  accuiation,  ver.  29.  (c)  See  chap.  iii.  13.  hereby 

they  are  reminded  of  ancient  promifes.  (d)  See  chap.  iii.  15,  26. 
x.  40.  (e)  Comp.  Deur.  x\i.  22,  &c.  (  /')  Or  leader  ;  fee  chap, 

xxvii.  21.  A  princely  one;  John  viii.  54.  Aids  ii.  33,  36.  Hcb.  ii.  tc. 

REFLECTIONS. 

fe£hially  bound  up  by  human  will  or  policy,  e  Words  of  high 
found  do  very  often  contain  little  or  no  matter  of  defence. 
Truth  mud  not  be  kept  in  filence  for  the  fake  of  wicked  men’? 
credit. 

1  He  is  atye  to  punifli  much  more  than  they ;  comp.  Dan. 
iii.  17,  18.  A&s  iv.  19.  SocTates  in  Plato  and  Herodotus  ufe 
pearly  the  fame  words.  Subjje&s  and  fervants  are  to  obey  only 
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give  time b,  place,  and  all  proper  means  for  (g)  repentance 
to  the  pojlerity  of  old  ii'rael  (b),  and  in  that  onlyfafe  way 
forgive  nefs  of  lins pajl,  however  great.  And  we,  whom 
he  hath  c  ho  fen  to  preach  in  his  name,  are  his  appointed c 
witneiles  (i)  upon  clear  grounds  of  thefi t  great  (j)  things; 
and  ib  is  alfo  tlie  (£)  Holy  Gholt  to  you,  in  his  manifold 
miraculous  gifts ,  as  well  as  thofe  whom  God  hath  imme¬ 
diately  given  to  them  that(/)  lay  afide  prejudice ,  repent , 
and  obey d  Imp. 


SECT.  XXV.  FROM  VERSE  XXXIII. 

WHEN  they  of  the  court  heard  that  courageous  tejli - 
pony,  and  could  make  to  it  no  conjijlent  return,  they  were 
(a)  cut  to  the  heart  with  indignation  and  grief;  and  in 
place  of  amending  they  hardened,  and  1  took  counfcl  by 
tbcmfelves,  to  ( b )  flay  them  one  way  or  other .  Then 
flood  there  up  a  celebrated  one  in  the  council,  wha 
could  not  be  brought  by  the  rcjl  to  this  fevere  and  highly 
criminal  meafure,  a  pharifee  (c)  who  believed  the  exijlence 

Hence  the  Jewifh  guilt  became  confpicuous,  Dan  ix.  25.  (g)  As 

in  Luke  xxtv.  47.  Arts  xiii.  38,  39.  (/>)  Or  Jacob,  John  vi.  33. 

(#)  See  chap.  i.  8.  ii.  32  (j)  Or  words,  as  in  Luke  i.  37.  ii.  15.  (>f) 
Comp.  John  xv.  26,  27.  Hcb.  ii.  3, 4.  Arts  ii*  1  7.  (/)See  Markxvi.i  7. 

( a )  As  with  a  faw ;  comp.  1  Sam.  xii.  31-  Arts  vii.  54. 
(A)  if  not  under  form  of  law,  as  in  the  caf;  of  Chrift,  by  mobbifi; 
yiolcnce,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Stephen.  Perhaps  they  threatened  this 
fo  as  to  be  eafily  underftood.  whence  verie  34.  Even  in  the  cafe  of 
malefartors  a  fentence  of  death  ought  to  be  well  deliberated, 
(c)  See  Arts  xxiii.  8.  Therefore  more  apt  to  be  eonfeientious. 
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in  the  Lord ;  againft  whom  human  orders  are  to  be  neglected, 
defpifed.  b  The  way  to  forgivenefs  and  eternal  life  is  now'  open 
to  every  man  God  doth  not  force  repentance,  nor  can  any 
be  faved  without  it.  c  As  there  can  be  no  obedience  without 
faith,  fo  there  can  be  no  true  faith  without  obedience.  d  A 
Iteadfalt  tellimony,  in  the  face  of  fevere  threatenings  and 
troubles,  is  full  proof  of  fincerity.  The  refurre&ion  and  af- 
feenfion  of  Chriil  are  fundamental  articles.  To  oppofe  thefe, 
no  method  was  left  untried. 

a  To  perfecute,  and  even  to  put  to  death,  is  the  common 
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ef  men  beyond  death,  named  Gamaliel  (d\  a  learned  doc¬ 
tor  of  the  law,-  had  in  reputation  for  integrity ,  no  lefs 
than  wifdom,  among  all  the  people  who  knew  him  ;  and 
(i)  commanded  to  put  the  apoftles  forth  of  their  com - 
pany  a  little  fpace,  lejl  in  their  own  hearing  he Jhould  be 
thought  to  favour  what  they  had  done ;  and  laid  unto 
them  who  were  members  of  the  court ,  Ye  leading  men  of 
Jfrael,  who  have  care  of  the  public  weal ,  take  heed  to 
yourfelves  what  ye  now  Jo  manife/lfy  intend  b  to  do  as 
touching  tliele  two  men ,who  have  been  criminally  charged 
and  alfo  punijhsd  in  part .  For,  you  ought  to  conjidcr ,  how, 
before  thefe  (/)  days  in  which  we  live ,  rofe  up  (gj 
Theudas,  boalting  himfelf  to  befomebody  of  eminence, 
and  who  had  commijfum  to  deliver  the  Jews  from  fervitude  ; 
to  whom  a  number  of  men  to  the  extent  of  about  four 
hundred  quickly  joined  themfelves  ;  who  was  flain  by 
the  Roman  forces  with  eafe,  and  all,  even  as  many  (b)  as 
obeyed  Kim,  from  rafh  faith  and  impatience  of  a  foreign 
yoke ,  were  (/)  fcattered  hither  and  thither ,  and  entirely c 
brought  to  nought.  After  this  man  rofe  up  (f)  Judas 

(d)  See  chap.  xxii.  3.  (?)  See  chap.  iv.  15.  (/)  Times  or  years. 
Political  men  fupport  themfelves  by  examples,  efpecially  recent 
ones,  (jr)  M  :ny  fuch,  and  even  of  thar  name  too,  there  had  been 
before  the  death  of  Herod  the  Great,  Jofcpk-  Ant.  1.  xx.  12.; 
others  after,  1.  xvii.  12.;  comp.  A£ts  viii.  9.  1  Cor.  in.  7.  (^)  Be 

lieved.  (/)  As  is  common  to  thofe  who  hive  loft  their  bead.  Far 
otherwife  was  the  cafeofJTus  of  Nazareth,  Mat.  xvi.  iH.  (7)  -orap. 
jofeph.  Ant.  1.  xviii.  c.  1,  2.  chan.  11.  Bell.  Tnd  K  it  c.  11.  Be¬ 
tween  thefe  and  the  apoftles  there  were  the  following  material  dif¬ 
ferences  :  1  ft,  The  one  extolled  themfrlves,  the  other  n  >t,  but 
preached  Jefus.  2d,  The  one  pro  mi  led  to  do  great  tilings, 
the  oilier  did  them  3’,  The  one  a<5tcd  under  arms,  the  o'her 
by  dodrincs,  reafons,  and  miracles.  41I1,  The  one  acted 

REFLECTIONS. 

refource  of  enemies  to  the  truth  Cruelty  fucceeds  to  lying. 
Wh.it  ought  to  allure  doth  often  more  incenfe  the  malicious. 
b  Radi  and  ill-timed  zeal  needs  a  proper  check.  What  is  ex¬ 
pedient  for  time  to  come,  may  be  wifely  determined  from 
things  pad.  c  It  is  a  fure  mark  of  feditious  zeal  to  rife  up 
raflily  againft  legal  authority,  Mat.  xxvi.  52.  To  oppofe  pure 
gofpel  is  a  fatal  error,  and  virtually  to  fight  againft  God,  Pfal. 


Se£t.  XXV.  apostles. 

of  Galilee,  in  the  days  of  the  late  enrolment  for  taxing, 
wider  Arcbclaus  the  fon  of  Herod ,  and  drew  away,  by 
bis  add  refs,  like  the  former ,  much  people  after  him,  to 
make  them  free:  he  alfo  miferably  perilhed  j  and  all, 
even  as  many  as  obeyed  him,  were  foon  difperled. 
And  now,  after  ferious  deliberation ,  1  (ay  unto  you,  in 
great  earned ,  refrain  from  abufing  and  hurting  A  thefe 
men  more  than  you  have  done  ;  and,  if  you  will,  let  them 
quite  alone  (/>)  :  for  if  this  counfel  which  has  been  de¬ 
clared,  or  this  work  which  has  arifen  out  of  it,  be  of  men 
only,  it  will  foon  come  to  nought  even  as  the  former  two : 
but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  by 
any  means  of  policy  or  power  whatever  expefl  (/)  to  over¬ 
throw  it.  Moreover ,  the  attempt  would  be  no  lefs  impious 
than  vain  (in'),  left  haply,  fighting  againji  them,  ye  like- 
wife  be  (n)  found  in  the  moft  certain  dreadful  manner , 
even  to  fight  againft  an  Almighty  and  infuperable  God. 
And,  unable  to  elude  the  force  of  what  he  faid,  to  him  for 
the  time  they  agreed  (J>J,  againft  an  immediate  purpofc  of 
putting  them  to  death  :  and  when  they  had  called  the 
apolties  back  to  the  place  where  they  were  affemblcd  (cf), 

againft  civil  laws  and  public  quiet,  the  other  not.  (£)  If  he  was 
not  averfe  to  Chrift’s  dtfciplcs,  he  mull  naturally  have  been  miU 
and  modeft,  or  ftiil  dream  nf  a  temporal  deliverance.  (/)  His 
power  and  wifJom  are  illimited  ;  Prov.  xxi.  30.  To  incline  rclift- 
ance  is  impious,  prejudicial;  comn.  Job  xxvi.  5,  Prov.  ix.  18.  xxi. 
ifi.  (w)  Comp.  Gen.  iv.  22.  («)  Appear  plainly,  a9  in  Mat. 

i;  18. ;  romp.  A fts  xxiii.  q.  (c)  See  vtr.  33.  (/)  15 y  this,  they 

would  feem  confiftent  before  the  people;  comp.  chap.  xxii.  19. 
z  Cor.  xi.  24.  Mat.  x.  17.  Markxii.  5.  Luke  x.  io,  11. 

REFLECTIONS. 

ii.  10.  d  In  do&rinal  matters,  which  concern  not  the  order 
of  ftate,  fpiritual  means  alone  ought  to  be  tried,  fee  Mat.  xv.  1 3. 
The  apoftles,  unfupported  by  human  power,  could  not  have 
abode  for  any  time.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  to  examine  into  doc¬ 
trines  fairly  and  peaceably  propofed  ;  and,  after  that,  to  reft;  the 
whole  with  God.  No  means  fave  what  are  lawful,  ought  any 
one  to  ufe,  2  Cor.  x  4  2  Tim.  ii.  24.  Moft  diiputes,  among 
Chrillians  are  about  non-eflentials.  Confidence  is  no  fign  of 
truth  but  of  fmceritys  which  knows  not  what  it  is  to  perfeeute. 


64  ACTS  OF  THE  Chap.  V. 

and  beaten'  them  with  rods,  for  d'f obeying  former  illegal 
orders ,  they  commanded  anew,  and  with  more  rigorous 
certifications  than  ever,  that  they  fhould  not  dare  to 
fpeak  in  the  name  of  their  favourite  Jefus  ;  and  thus 
let  them  go. 

SECT.  XXVI.  FROM  VERSE  XLI. 

AND  they,  though  under  much  bodily  pain,  departed 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Jcwijh  council,  rejoicing  in 
fpirit  that  they  were.(tf)  counted  worthy  of  fo  great 
honour  as  a  to  fuffer  fhame  and  lofs  for  his  bleffed  name’j 
fake.  And,  far  from  obeying  iniquitous  orders ,  daily  in 
the  public  tefnple,  and  in  every  private  ( b )  houfe  which 
they  had  accefs  to,  they  ceafed  not  to  teach,  from  morn¬ 
ing  to  night ,  the  pure  evangelical  do6lrine  ;  and,  regnrdlefs 
of  human  interdicts,  threatenings  and fcourges  b,  to  preach 
(c)  Jefus  Chrift  its  glorious  and  exalted  author. 

(<j)  Admirable  refolution  !  Their  affront  was  probably  given  in 
the  market  place;  fee  Mat.  v.  i  i,  12.  (i)  See  chap.  ii.  46. 
(c)  Comp.  2  Cor.  ii.  2.  Phil.  i.  1 6,  1  S.  Or,  that  Jefus  was  the  Chrift. 

REFLECTIONS. 

More  is  obtained  by  moderate  counfels,  than  by  fierce  outrage. 
Even  good  advice  ought  to  be  given  with  diferetion  and  civility. 
e  Truths  manifeft  and  inconteftible  have  often  drawn  down 
the  indignation  of  ecclefiaftics  !  In  cafes  of  this  fort,  differ¬ 
ences  and  even  rumults  are  a  neceflarv  evil.  To  convert  peo¬ 
ple,  we  fiiould  give  them  Chriftianity  m  its  fimplicity^  Rea- 
fons  of  ftate,  lead  judges  too  often  to  aft  againft  their  own  con- 
viftion  yet  is  there  few  evils  fo  great.  Infamous  puniihment 
is  rendered  glorious  by  a  good  caufe.  It  is  the  delight  of 
pious  fouls  to  approve  themfelves  faithful  in  midft  of  injuries. 

a  A  good  caufe  in  affliftion,  is  comfort  unfpeaknble,  1  Pet. 
i*  6,  7,  9.  James  i.  2,  12.  Chrift  Jefus  often  ufes  the  blood 
of  choice  fervants  for  propagating  his  glory,  Phil.  i.  28,  29. 
No  perfons,  in  their  found  mind,  choofe  to  fuffer  on  account 
of  what  they  know  to  be  falfe.  b  To  preach  Chrift,  is  to 
preach  his  word.  True  minifters  muft  not  flacken  in  duty 
from  being  oppofed. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

SECT.  XXVII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

AND  in  thofe  days  of  which  we  have  been  f peaking , 
when  the  number  of  the  difciples  ofCbriJl a  was 
multiplied,  there  arofe  a  murmuring  at firjl,  with  fubfe- 
quent  complaints ,  and  even  indignation,  of  the  Grecians  (a) 
and  other  gentiles  who  had  been  converted ,  agaihfl  the  na» 
tive(b)  Hebrews  of  Judea,  becaufe  certain  of  their  wi¬ 
dows  were  neglected  as  to  allowance  in  the  daily  (c) 
lniniftratiqn  of  what  they  fhould  live  upon.  Then  the 
twelve  (d)  apoflles  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this, 
called  the  multitude  of  the  difciples  unto  them,  and 
faid;  by  one  or  more  of  their  number ,  It  is  not  reafon  ( e ), 
that  we,  who  havefo  much  greater  work  upon  our  hands 

(a)  Comp.  Mark  yi:.  26.  Ads  xiv.  1.  xviii.  4  xix.  to.  xx.  21, 
1  Cor.  i.  22,  After  the  time  of  Ezra  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
Teftament  were  read  to  the  jews  in  the  original  Hebrew  ;  and  in¬ 
terpreted  in  C  hal  ee,  where  ihey  had  fo  long  lived ;  or  Greek.  Gre¬ 
cians,  here  fpoken  of.  might  he  thofe  who  were  born  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  who  11  fed  only  the  G.eek  language,  and  the  Scptuagint  tran¬ 
sition  of  the  Old  Teftnmtni  ;  or  Granger  profelytes.  (b)  The 
pofterity  of  Abraham,  Phil  iii.  5.  Of  thefe  two,  the  Chriflian 
church  at  Jerufalem  was  corjftituted.  Or,  overlooked,  (r)  Comp. 
Mat.  viii.  15.  Luke  viii  3  John  xii.  1.  Acfts  xi.  29.  Rom.  xv.  25. 
2  <Jnr.  viii.  19,  ?o.  P<  1  haps,  ns  yet,  they  were  not  permitted  to  mi- 
nifter  to  the  JaithJu).  (,/)  They  wer:  all  imderftood  to  be  equal 
in  governing.  Matthias  was  now  added,  (f)  Agreeable,  or  meet-. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  With  increafc  of  numbers,  fervour  of  unanimity  do  too 
often  abate  ;  comp.  Ads  ii.  44.  iv.  32.  b  What  is  moll  necef- 
fary  and  excellent,  upon  the  whole,  ought  to  be  preferred. 
Spiritual  men  fhould  beware  of  diftrading  their  minds  too 
much  with  fecular  bufinefs.  Numbers  of  wife  and  good  peo¬ 
ple,  flrengthen  authority.  In  the  cafe  of  differences,  a  proper 
number  fhould  be  chofen  out  of  each  body  In  every  church, 
there  ought  to  be  one  or  more  invented  with  official  power, 
forduly  executing  the  laws  of  Chrifi,  Eph.  iv.  xi.  16.  Rom. 
x.  14  l  it.  i  5.  They  are  to  be  qualified,  1  Tim.  v.  22.  iii. 
2,  8.  Tit.  i  6 ,  9.  Called  by  providence,  and  the  approbation 
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lhould  leave  off preaching  the  glorious  word  of  God  for 
faming  human  fouls .  and  give  any  large  (hare  of  out  lime  to 
ferve  ( f)  at  tables  their  more  immediate  bodily  wants. 
V/herefore,  brethren,  look  ye  out  among  you,  who 
hear  us  declare  divine  truths  from  above ,  feven  men,  of 

(g)  honeft  report  cfor  good  living,  full  of  the  ( h )  Holy 
Oh  oft  in  frequent  manifejlcd  acts  (/),  and  wifdorn  of  pru¬ 
dence,  agreeable  to  each ,  whom,  at  your  defi.rc d,  we  may 
appoint  over  this  inferior ,  and  yet  highly  commendable 
bufinefs.  But,  as  for  us,  we  will  (_/),  being  cxprefsly  or¬ 
dained  to  that  end,  give  ourfelves  continually  to  prayer, 
bGth  in  public  and  private %  and  to  the  miniftry  of  the 
gof pel-word . 

(f)  See  chap  i\  46  (_g)  Comp.  1  Tim.  iii  7.  & c.  Their  num¬ 

ber  might  be  adapted  to  c-fferent  places  for  irftrticlion  and  worflnp. 

(h)  Or  a  divine  zeal.  (/)  Or  fpiritual  wifdoro.  (/)  See  Matth. 
xxviii.  19,  20. 
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of  the  chirch,  Heb.  v.  4.  Rom.  x.  15.  1  Pet.  v.  2.  c  Thus, 
from  occational  evils,  good  laws  arife.  In  a  great  multitude, 
troubles  and  confufion  mul  enfur,  except  divers  clRces  be 
diftributed  amoi'g  divers  perfons.  Minifters  and  people  fhould,- 
as  much  as  poflible,  abl  in  concert  with  each  other.  Work 
properly  divided,  fccures  harmony  and  good  order.  The  truft 
of  diflributing  charities,  is  a  very  folemn  one.  Thofe  focietie9 
are  blefltd,  who  have  rr.oft  of  the  Chriftian  temper;  or  graces 
and  virtues  of  the  Spiiit.  We  muft  teftify  our  love  to  Chrifl, 
in  his  poor  remaining  members  upon  earth  d  A  devout  heart 
with  care  and  diligence  in  teaching,  are  eflential  qualities  in 
gofpel  miniftevs,  Adis  xx.  28,  36  Col.  i.  9.  1  ThefT.  v.  1 2. 
1  Tim  v.  17  lleb.  xiii.  17.  1  Pet  v  2.  James  v.  14,  15.  Ser¬ 
vants  of  Chrift,  have  no  power  to  make  new  laws  Obedience 
to  pallors  is  not  blind,  implicit,  abi'olute;  but  rational,  reve¬ 
rent,  con fcientioiis.  Secular  affairs  of  the  church,  belong  molt 
immediately  to  deacons,  A  els  xi.  30.  1  Cor.  xvi  1,  3.  Adis 
iv.  35.  xi.  29,  38.  They  who  live  in  a  {late  of  nearnefs  to  God, 
are  beft  qualified  to  fpeak  in  his  name.  e  Pious  moderate  and 
liberal  men,  if  not  beh  veil  by  a  malevolent  world  ;  are  le.ift 
cenfured  by  it.  It  is  laudible,  to  aim  at  polfeifing  the  friend- 
fliip  of  virtuous  men. 
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AND  the  propofal  made  in  the  above  faying,  pleafed 
the  whole  Chriflian  (a)  multitude  :  and  they  forthwith 
chofe,  for  apo/lolical  approbation,  Stephen,  a  man  full  of 
lively  (b)  faith,  and  powers  of  the  Holy  (c)  Ghoft,  and 
(d )  Philip,  and  (e)  Prochorus,  and  Nicanor,  and  Ti- 
mon,  and  Parmenas,and  Nicolas  (/ ),  a  profelyte  to  the 
Chrijlian  religion,  of  Antioch  ;  whom  they  fet  before 
the  apoftles,  as  prime  and  neceffary  directors  :  di\d.  judg¬ 
ing  them  to  be  every  way  jit ,  when  they  had  prayed  to 
Almighty  God,  for  further  ability  and  fucccfs ,  they  laid 
their  (g)  hands  on  them,  in  vifible  tejlimony  of  acceptance, 
and  divine  ordination a.  And,  that  ground  of  complaint 
thus  removed ,  the  preaching  of  the  word  of  God  by  the 
apojllcs ,  and  others  after  their  example,  increaled  mightily  ; 
and  the  number  of  the  difciples  (h),  by  this  means,  mul¬ 
tiplied,  even  in  Jerufalem,  greatly  :  and  a  great  com¬ 
pany  of  the  6  Jewijh  prielts  (/)  themf elves,  regardlefs  of 

(a)  Or  church  th*n.  {b)  See  vcr.  7.  Rom.  i.  5.  Gal.  i.  23. 

1  Tim.  iii.  y.  (i)  Comp.  ver.  iii.  8,  ic.  Stephen  was  firfl,  or 
chief  of  the  ivhole.  ( d )  Diffirentfrom  the  apoftle;  fee  chap.  viii. 
5,  1 2,  20.  (f)  Ail  Greek  names,  and  from  that  clafs  the  better  to 

prevent  murmuring,  (f)  A  Jew  by  religion,  but  not  by  birth. 
(g)  Ancient  rite,  Numb,  xxvii.  18,23.  Continued  among  Chrif- 
tians;  At?U  xiii  3.  1  Tim.  iv.  J4.  ( h )  Called  afterwards  Chrif- 

tians,  chap.  xi.  26.  (»)  Comp.  John  vii.  46,  47.  xii.  42.  Rom.  i.  5. 

JuJe  3,  20.  Rev.  i‘.  j  3. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  San&ity,  patience,  and  miracles,  were  the  grand  caufes  of 
evangelical  progrefs,  To  get  over  the  clelire  of  praife,  from 
men,  and  fear  of  their  difplealure,  argues  Itrong  faith,  efpeci- 
ally  in  high  oTice.  It  is  certain  the  Chriftian  religion  hath 
charaiflers  of  truth  and  divinity,  which  have  no  dependence  at 
all  upon  die  authority  of  the  church.  To  make  the  votes  of 
many  a  lure  character  of  truth,  .would  give  a  fanction  10  all 
the  falfe  religions  in  the  world,  which  have  the  multitude  on 
their  fide.  b  It  is  not  fafe  in  point  of  confidence,  to  receive 
courtelies  from  the  world  They  mud  lay  down  their  pride, 
with  all  their  former  evil  doings,  who  would  fubmit  to  the 

I  2 
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former  prejudice  and  prefent  temporal  lofs,  were  obedient 
to  the  pure  gofpel  faith.  And  Stephen,  in  particular , 
full  of  earncjl  (/)  faith  and  divine  power,  did  great 
wonders  and  miracles  of  mercy  among  the  people. 

SECT.  XXIX.  FROM  VERSE  IX. 

THEN,  notwith/landing,  there  arofe  ( a )  certain  of 
the  fynagogue  in  ferufalem ,  which  is  called  the  fyna- 
gogue  of  the  ( b )  Libertines,  and  Cyrenians,  and  (c) 
Alexandrians,  and  of  them  of  ( d )  Cilicia,  and  of  Afia 
the  Lefs,  difputing  (e)  upon  religious  matters,  with  keen 
oppojition  to  Stephen  a.  And  (/),  fpite  of  their  whole 
united  endeavours,  they  were  not  able  to  reiift  the  hea¬ 
venly  fcripture  (g)  wifdom,  and  the  fpirit  of  Almighty 
God  in  him,  by  which  he  fpake.  Then,  finding  them - 
felves  overcome  by  fair  argument ,  they,  clandejlinely  and 
bafely ,  fuborned  men  to  fwear  againjl  him  (h),  which 
faid,  in  folemn  public  judgement.  We  have  heard  him, 
once  and  again,  {peak  blalphemous  words  againft b  Mo- 

(  j )  Many  MSS.  read  grace. 

( a )  See  ch  p.  v.  17.  34.  Many  of  thefe  lefler  religious  focieties 
the?  e  wtre  in  the  capital,  and  throughout  Judea,  Mat.  iv.  23  Some 
of  hem  were  kin  Is  of  colleges,  for  training  up  youth  to  theologi¬ 
cal  knowledge.  (6)  Probably  from  their  being  made  free.  Liberti, 
cr  Libcrtini ;  that  is  citizens  of  Rome:  fome,  from  the  place  of 
their  meeting.  (<r)  Prom  Alexandria  in  Egypt.  (^)  Whereof 
Tar lus  was  the  metropolis,  and  birth  place  of  Paul. ;  Situated  on 
the  Mediterranean  co  ift  ;  now  the  eaftern  divifion  of  Carmania  ia 
Afutic  Tin  k  y.  (e)  His  fervour  might  carry  him  to  them  ;  or, 
pp’haps,  till  of  late,  he  was  one  of  themfclves.  (/)  For  but. 
(^)  'Jomp.  Mil.  x.  10  Some,  the  wifdom  of  the  Spirit ;  like  fpiri- 
tu  ii  fire,  or  fire  and  fpirit.  (Z>)  Like  r  Kings  xxi.  13  He  might 
have  faid,  that  the  law  was  inferior  to  the  golpel,  and  Mofes  to 
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fweet  yoke  of  the  gofpel.  The  rapid  progrefs  of  the  gofpel, 
is  one  great  argument  for  its  divine  original.  The  happielt  of 
all  purchafes,  is  this  enriching  treafure  Heb.  x.  23. 

1  Excellent  virtue  procureth  itfelf  envy.  b  Enemies  of  truth, 
who  cannot  refufe  arguments,  fly  to  calumny,  falfe  accufation, 
3iy-l  violence.  The  molt  innocent  words  may,  and  have  often 


5e&.  XXIX.  APOSTLES.  <>9 

fcs  our  eminent  lawgiver ,  and  againft  the  mojl  high  God 
alfo ,  called  him  to  office.  And,  through  time ,  with  zea¬ 

lous  fecret  machinations ,  they  ftirred  up  /Mawy  o/*  the  /go/* 
and  ignorant  people,  and  the  elders  of  rank,  and  the 
more  popular  kind  of  feribes  to  head  them;  and  came  upon 
him,  with  joint  violence ,  and  caught  him,  as  an  evil  doer, 
and  brought  him,  tinder  fierce  inceffant  threatenings,from 
where  he  (/)  taught,  to  the  full  affiembled  Jupreme  council. 
And,  regardlcfs-  of  ju/iice  at  heart ,  though  willing  to  obfervo 
the  legal  forms  of  it,  they  let  up  their  provided  falfe  wit- 
nefles  e,  which  Laid,  agreeable  to  previous  diredlion.  This 
man,  now  funding  before  you ,  ceafeth  not  to  fpeak  blaf- 
phemous  words  againft  this  holy(y)  place,  both  of  out 
country  and  temple,  and  even  again/I  the  bleffied  (k)  law  tU 
felf.  For,  among  other  things,  we  have  heard  him  fay. 
That  this  Jefus  of  Nazareth  (/),  whom  you  did  put 
to  death,  for  an  attempt  to  miflead  the  weak  and  credulous 
multitude,  is  yet  alive ,  and  that,  ere  long,  he  fhall  (m)  de¬ 
ft  roy  this  f acred  place  of  ours ,  and  fhall  change  the 
ritual  c.uftoms(n)  which  i\Iofes,Z>y  undoubted fuper natural 
authority ,  delivered  M%,throughthoJ'e  we  are  each  of usfprung 
from.  And  then,foon  as  the  heinous  charge  was  advanced , 
all  that  l'at  in  th  thigh  council,  as  judges,  looking  ftead- 
faftly  on  him  whom  malice  did ft  rive  to  intimidate  (<?),  law 
his  face,  under  the  confidence  of  truth d  and  a  glorious  caufey 

Chrift.  (i)  Comp.  ver.  ix.  ic.  (j)  See  Mir.  iv.  y.  xxvii.  53. 
(J)  See  ver.  14.  (/)  Emphatically  contemptuous;  tee  Pfal.  lii. 

(>//)  See  Mat.  xxvi.  21.  Mark  xiv.  yM.  Dan.  ix  26,  27.  (/?)  See 

Mai.  i  Sc  ii  (c?)  Similar  to  Cen.  3  3.  10.  1  Sam.  xk  x  9.  hilh.  xv. 

1 1.  Rd'emMing  that  of  Mofes  in  particular,  whe  n  he  came  down 
from  the  Mount,  Exod.  xixiv.  29.  They  who  could  refill  A&siv. 
16.  might  refift  this. 
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been  wickedly  reprefented,  Mat.  xxvi.  65.  comp,  i  Sam.  xxi. 
6,  9.  2  Sam.  xJcii  9,  10.  Like  inventions  were  pra£lifed  a- 
gainft  our  blefled  Lord  IIow  heinous  is  the  crime  of  malice, 
under  a  pretence  of  love  for  religion.  Steadfaftnefs  in  a  good 
enufe,  is  the  fevered  rebuke  to  ftiamelefs  falfehood.  c  The  moft 
cautious,  will  not  always  efcape  the  cenfure  of  malice.  Their 
caufe,  in  the  end,  God  will  not  fail  to  vindicate.  d  Gravity 
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ferene ,  pkafant ,  refulgent ,  as  though  it  had  been 

the  face  of  an  angel. 


CHAP.  VII. 

SECT.  XXX.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

THEN,  w:th  an  air  cf  calm  juJUce ,  faid  the  a  high 
pried.  Are  thefe  things  now  [worn  to.  even  fa  to  your 
own  conviction?  And  what  have  you  to  anfwer  by  way  of 
defence?  And  he  faid,  at  fome  length ,  but  all  along  in  the 
fafteji  manner  (4),  Men,  brethren,  and  fathers  of  the 
Jewiffj  line ,  be  pie  aft  d  to  hearken  whiljl  I  remind  you  of 

(.<7)  Things  not  belonging  to  gofpel,  were  left  to  fpeakcri  and 
writers  themfelves,  Hier.  fee  A«5ts  xxii.  1 .  Dittin&ly  expreflive  of 
his  Hebrew  orignal.  Firft  he  addrefles  the  people,  and  then  their 
rulers.  The  fpeech  is  long,  noble,  2nd  affectionate.  Though  at 
our  diftance  of  time,  it  needs  illuftrative  hints  ;  it  will  be  admired 
by  all  who  well  underhand  it.  Perhaps  Stephen  would  have  en¬ 
larged  upon  fome  articles,  fays  a  learned  pious  author,  and  given 
a  clear  improvement  of  the  whole,  had  he  not  met  with  furious  in¬ 
terruption  His  full  defign  is,  though  obliquely,  to  prove  that  the 
favour  of  God  is  reftricted  to  no  place,  even  tabernacle  or  temple  ; 
and  that  the  Jews  had  no  right  of  preference,  in  themfelves. 
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joined  with  fweetnefs,  is  peculiarly  captivating  ;  and,  in  dan¬ 
gers,  argues  a  good  (late  of  mind.  The  cheeriulnefs  and  ma. 
jelly  of  innocence,  looks  angel  like. 

a  Sentences  in  judgement,  oughr  to  be  framed  according  to 
law.  No  perfon  is  bound  to  accufe  him  felt.  A  defence  ought 
to  be  heard  with  calmnefs  and  impartiality.  It  is  no  blafphe- 
my  to  fet  forth  the  preference,  even  in  things  that  are  good. 
'To  drive  obniuately  again  ft  the  known  will  of  God.  is  to  hate, 
and  even  to  blafpherne  his  authority  and  love.  We  lhould 
not  think  ourfelves  indifferently  treated,  if  that  come  to  pafs 
which  others  have  been  tried  with  ;  and  of  which  divine  wit- 
dom  harh  forewarned.  Wrathful  charges  mud  be  anfwered 
with  calm  reafon,  meek  and  powerful  arguments  ;  comp.  Mat. 
x.  25.  i  Pet.  ii.  23..  Remarkable  fails  lhould  be  reflected  up- 
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fomc  important  things  :  The  b  God  of  glory  (b)  lefig  be * 
fore  our  law  and  refidcnce  here ,  and  whom  we  all  adore  $ 
appeared  by  a  majeftic  fymbol,  you  well  know ,  unto  our 
venerable  father  c  Abraham,  when  he  was  yet  with  his 
idolatrous  anceftors  in  the  (<r)  land  o/’Mefopotamia,  before 
he  had  dwelt  in  Charran,  and  faid  ( d )  unto  him.  Get 
thee  out  of  this  thy  native  country,  and  from  thy 
kindred,  who  are  now  alienated  from  my  worfhip ,  and 
come  into  the  pleafant ,  excellent  land  which  I  fliall  (c) 
afterwards  fliew  thee.  Then,  without  queflioning  the 
divine  right ,  or  doubling  the  truth  of  his  promt fe ,  came  (/) 
he  out  of  Ur,  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  dwelt 
for  fever  al  years,  in  ( g)  Charran  :  and  from  thence(^), 
by  a  like  heavenly  order,  when  his  father  was  dead,  he 
removed  him  into  this  part  of  the  (/')  land  of  Canaan , 
wherein  ye  now  dwell.  And  he  gave  him,  at  that 
time,  none  inheritance  in  it,  no,  not  fo  much  of  this 
(y)  fort  of  property ,  as  to  fet  his  foot  on:  yet  he  (£)  pro- 


(A)  Or  mnft  glorious  God,  Pfal.  xxix.  3.  Wife  r;turn  to  the  accufa- 
tion  of  blafphemy.  (c)  Lying  between  the  river  Tigris  and  Eu¬ 
phrates  :  and  comprehending  Chaldea,  wherein  Babylon  was.  Be¬ 
yond  this,  lay  Ur,  fignifying  Tire ;  which  was  worfhipped  there, 
with  other  ftrange  gods :  comp;  verfe  iv.  Jofh.  xxiv.  2.  {< i )  Gen. 

xii  1.  Or  had  faid,  God  loved  Abraham  himfelf,  and  not  the  place 
whither  he  led  him.  (<?)  Not  named  the  more  to  try  his  faith., 
f  f)  Heb.  xi.  8.  To  be  imitated,  when  need  is  in  leaving  country, 
friends,  and  all  outward  adva  ntages,  for  true  faith,  and  a  good  con- 
f-ience.  (^)  See  verfe  ii.  (/>)  Gen.  xi.  32.  (/')  Near  Hebron,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  tribe  of  Judah  ;  and  about  forty  years  after  his  departure 
from  Charran.  (j)  Comp.Dcut.  it.  j.Gen.xxiii.  16, 17.  (^)Sec  Gen. 
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on  with  devout  affeffions.  b  To  God  the  Father,  all  glory  is 
due.  c  We  fhould  imitate  the  obedience  of  tliofe  whom  we 
make  our  boaft  of.  Like  Abraham,  let  us  be  ready  to  leave 
every  thing  in  this  world,  when  God  fliall  give  the  fignal  for 
it,  Heb.  vi.  11,  12.  xii.  1.  While  we  follow  infinite  wifdom, 
we  cannot  wander  out  of  the  way  of  true  happinefs.  What  avail 
figns  and  wonders,  among  the  incorrigible  ?  In  different  ages 
and  circumftances,  pofiuve  and  external  rites  have  been  dif¬ 
ferent;  and  holincfswas  not  confined  originally  to  one  parti¬ 
cular  place.  We  ought  not  to  be  over  anxious  for  our  polleri- 
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mifed,  in  fome  future  time ,  to  give  it  wholly  to  him  for 
a  lajling  poffeflion,  and  to  his  (/)  feed  after  him,  when, 
as  yet,  being  well Jlrickcn  in  years d,  he  had  no  (m)  child 
whatever,  nor  was  likely  to  have  one.  And,  moreover , 
God  fpake  (n)  to  him,  even  then  by  vifton,  on  this  wife, 
Jhat  his  feed  fhould  fojourn,  as  foreigners ,  in  a  (o') 
ftrange  land  :  and  that  they  wbofe property  it  was.  fhould 
bring  them  into  a  Jlateof  bondage,  and  intreat  them 
very  evil  ( p )  during  four  hundred  years.  And  the 
nation  to  whom  they  fhall  be  in  fuch  inferable  bon¬ 
dage,  will  I  at  length  feverely  (q)  judge,  faid  the  fame 
hol^  and  righteous  God  :  and  after  that  fhall  they  come 
forth  out  of  that  land  free ,  and  be  in  good  condition  to  ferve 
tfne  in  this  very  place. 


SECT.  XXXI.  FROM  VERSE  VIII. 

AND  he  gave  him  the  folemn  covenant-memorial  of 

(a)  circumcifion,_/cr  an  earneft  that  he  was  to  be  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  many  nations :  and  fo  Abraham  quickly  afterwards 

( b )  begat  lfaac,  and3  circumcifed  him  alfo  on  the 

xii.  7.  xiii.  15.  (/)  Or  iffiue.  (i»)  A  fingular  trial ;  but,  at  length, 

fully  made  our.  (x)  Gen.  xv.  13.  (0)  Viz.  Egypt,  verfe  xvii.  19, 
34  (f>)  A  general  round  fum.  The  computation  to  begin  from 

near  the  time  in  which  God  now  fpake.  comp.  Ex.  xii.  40  Gal.  iii. 
17  (y)  Punifli ;  2  Chron.  xx.  12.  Pfa  ix.  20  Hof.  v.  1.  From 

a  large  account  of  the  divine  goodnefs  toward  the  Jews ;  lie  meant 
to  infer  their  ingratitude  the  more  ftrongly. 

(a)  Gen  xvii  ic.  Circumcifion,  therefore,  was  not  thecaufe  of 
the  divine  promife.  (£)  Here  began  the  accomplifliments,  Gen, 
xxi.  2,  Sc c.  comp.  Rom.  iv.  11.  Neither  was  lfaac,  a  caufc  of  the 
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ty  ;  but  fee  to  their  fpiritual  improvement.  d  True  faith  tri¬ 
umphs  over  all  feeming  difficulties}  and  joyfully  embraces  the 
divine  revelation  and  promife, 

a  The  Mofaic  rites,  whereof  circumcifion  was  the  chief,  are 
by  no  means  neceflary  to  judification,  Rom  iv.  10,  11.  They 
are  peculiarly  bound  to  obey  God,  w'ho  have  a  feal  of  his 
promife.  Holinefs  and  acceptance  with  him,  do  not  depend 
ypon  families,  times,  and  places.  Temporal  profperity  and 
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eighth  day  from  his  birth ;  and  Ifaac  begat  and  ( c)circum« 
fijid  Jacob;  and  Jacob  begat  the  twelve  beads  of  JewiJh 
tribes ,  commonly  named  patriarchs.  And  the  body  of  thofe- 
patriarchs  moved  with  cruel  envy  ^(p)  fold  their  bro¬ 
ker  Jofeph  for  a florae ,  to  be  carried  into  Egypt  :  but 
God,  when  he  was  thus  divided  from  all  his  friend 's,  and 
bad  gone  through  great  fufferings ,  was  eminently  (f)  with 
him  ;  and,  by  afionijhing  means ,  in  ( g )  the  end  delivered 
him  out  of  all -his  afflictions,  and  gave  him  high  favour 
and  fui table  (/>)  wifdom  of  every  kind,  to  conduct  himfelf 
in  the  light  of  Pharoah  king  of  Egypt c  :  and  he  at 
length  made  him  (i)  governor  over  the  land  0/* Egypt* 
and  all  the  chief  fervants  in  his  own  royal  houfe,  till  them 
Now,  by.  divine  ordination  (j),  there  came,  even  as  Jofeph 
had  foretold,  a  fevere  dearth  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt, 
and  reached  to  Chanaaii  ( [k ),  arid  great  affliction  (/)  by 
that  means :  and  our  fathers,  who  then  lived  in  the  laji 
<f  thefe ,  found  no  fuffeient  fuftenance  of  any  kind .  But 
when  Jacob  heard  that  there  was  corn  to  be  fpared  in 

promifes.  (c)  Gen.  xxv.  24,  See.  [d)  Gen.  xxix.  31.  chap,  iKxiih 
viz.  Reuben,  Simeon,  Levi,  Judah,  Iffachar,  Zabulon,  by  Leah; 
jofeph,  Benjamin,  by  Rachael ;  Dan,  Naphtali,  Gad,  Afher,  by 
Zdpah,  Leah's  fervantmaid.  Heads  of  the  tribes,  comp.  chap,  iu 
27.  Heb.  vii.  4.  (<r)  Gen.  xxi.  4,  &c.  So  did  their  pofterity  the 

Jews,  through  envy,  deliver  up  Jefus  to  be  crucified.  What  the 
MiJianites  did,  Jofeph’s  brethren  were  the  cayfe  of.  ( f)  Gen. 
xxxix.  21,  23.  comp.  Gen.  1.  J  Gen  xli,  14.  So  was  he  often 
with  thofe  whom  they  injured.  {/; >)  Or,  from  his  wifdom,  Gen, 
xli.  39.  (i)  Gen.  xl;.  40,  44.  (j)  Gen.  xli.  54.  perfonified, 

(,(  )  Called  from  Cham,  the  grand  child  of  Noah,  Gen.ix.  6,  15. 
Called  Paleftine  alfo,  the  Red  Sea  parting  it  from  Egypt.  (/)  Gen. 

REFLECTIONS. 

the  favour  of  the  multitude,  is  not  always  the  lot  of  his  people. 
By  laying  down  the  premifes,  St.  Stephen  left  his  audience  to 
draw  the  proper  inferences,  juft  as  our  Lord  did,  when  he 
fpake  in  parables.  b  The  greateft  favourites  of  heaven,  may 
fuffer  by  a  like  envy,  even  of  thofe  who  are  called  the  Ifrael  of 
God.  Let  us  judge  nothing  before  the.  time.  c  Tims  God 
often  converts  defigned  evil,  unto  good,  Gen.  L  10.  fin  djd 
the  fufferings  and  death  of  Chrift  lead  to  his  glorious  exalta¬ 
tion,  with  its  numerous,  beneficial  fruits.  From  hence,  the 
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Egypt,  he  fent  out  thither  our  fathers  (;;/)  firft.  And 
at  the  fccond  tkne  of  their  mijfion ,  having  Ben  ;u  nun  to  ac¬ 
company  them,  Jofeph,  who  had  inquired  into  their  hi/lory , 
and  fully  difeovered  them,  was  made  known  aifo  to  his 
brethren  ;  and,  not  long  after  that,  Jofeph’s  kindred  was 
made  known  ( n )  by  him  unto  king  Pharoah.  Then, 
fent  Jofeph,  with  his  full  confcnt,  and  (o')  called  his  aged 
father  Jacob  to  him,  and  all  his  kindred,  from  the  land 
of  Chanaan  ( p ),  to  the  extent  of  three  lcore  and  fifteen 
fouls.  So  Jacob,  under  heavenly  direct ion,  went  down 
rnto  Egypt,  and  died,  he,  and  our  fathers,  at  that  time; 
And  their  remains  were  carried  d  over  from  thence  again 
into(y)  Sychcn  of  Judea,  and  laid  in  the  fepulchre 
that  Abraham  (r)  bought  for  a  fum  of  money  of  the 
ferns  of  (;)  Emmor,  the  father  of  Sychem. 


xliii.  i,  8.  (?«)  Gen.  Ixii.  i, (n)  Gen.  xlv.  3.,  *6.  So  Jefus,. 

almoft  quite  unknown  to  the  Jews  at  firft.  was,  afterwards,  nude 
more  known  by  the  preaching  of  his  apoftles  ;  and  will  yet,  moft 
ofall.  (?)  As  in  Gen.  xlv  21,27.  ( Gen.  xlvi.  3.  See.  xlix.  33,. 

In  which  feem  not  to  have  been  comprehended  the  two  grand¬ 
children  of  Judah,  nor  yet  Jofeph  and  his  two  Tons,  nor  wives  of  Ja¬ 
cob’s  children,  Gen.  xvi.  2-6,  27.  (7)  Named  from  thefon  of  Zahar, 
fituated  upon  the  fide  of  Mount  Gerizim,  and  belonging  to  the  tr:be 
of  Ephnim  ;  comp.  Ger.  xlvii  30.  1.  13,  24,  2j.  Joieph-1.  2.  c.  4. 
Ant.  (r)  In  the  fepulchre  which  the  fon,  or  defendant  of  Abra¬ 
ham  bought  for  a  fum  of  money,  of  the  Tons  of  Emmor  the  father 
of  Sychem.  This  was  a  tefiimony  of  their  faith  in  the  dirin:  pro 
mife;  fee  Gen.  xxiii.  16.  xxiiii  19.  (r)  Or  defendants..  Small 

differences  roiy  eafily  be  accounted  for. 
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Jews  ought  to  have  abated  of  their  hard  thoughts  concerning 
Jefus  of  Nazareth;  whom,  through  envy,  they  delivered.  d  If 
it  be  confidered  bow  ancient  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament  are,  and  how  often  they  have  been  tranlcribed,  if 
will  not  be  wondered  that  feme  difficulties  fhould  arile  j  though 
there  be  very  few,  or  none,  hut  what  may  eafily  be  rectified, 
in  matters  of  moment.  Stephen,  at  times,  may  feem  to  devi¬ 
ate  from  his  fubjeef,  yet  ftili  he  lofes  not  fight  of  it.  It  is  a 
high  reward  of  diftinguiflied  virtue,  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
fweetening  the  even  of  life  to  pious  parents. 
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SECT.  XXXIL  FROM  VERSE  XVII. 

BUT  when  the  time  of  fulfilling  the  (V)  promife 
drew  nigh,  which  God,  in  effect  ^  had  fworn  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  the  people  of  Ifrael,  from  fofmall  a  beginning,  grew 
and  multiplied  exceedingly  in  Egypt,  till  another  king 
arofe  ( b )  and  reigned ,  which  knew  not,  fo  as  to  lay  to 
heart ,  the  mtmej'ous  and  great  fer vices  of  Jol'eph.  The 
Janie  prince  dealt  iubtilely  and  bafdy  with  our  Ifrael - 
itijh  kindred,  and  (V)  to  a  great  degree ,  evil-intreated 
our  fathers,  fo  that  they  (uf)caft  out  their  young-born 
male  children,  to  the  end  that  they  might  not  continue 
to  live  in  fuch  numbers.  In  which  dreadful  time  Mofes 
was  born,  and  was  exceeding  fair  ( e )  to  look  upon(f)y 
and  nourifhed  up  fecretly  in  his  affectionate  father’s 
houfe  three  months :  and  when  he  could  no  longer  be 
hid ,  but  was  caft  out,  in  a  fmall  pitched  bafket ,  upon  fags 
•which  grew  by  the  waters  of  Nile ,  Pharoah’s  daughter 
providentially  took  him  up  from  thence  %  and,  in  tender 
love  of  companion  (tg),  nourifhed  him  up  to  be  adopted  tor 
her  own  ion.  And  Mofes,  by  the  fame  good  care ,  was 
learned  in  all  the  wide  circle  of  arts  and  fcicnces ,  which 
the  ( h )  wifdom  of  the  Egyptians  then  was  famous  for  b; 

(a)  Gen.  xiii.  16,  &c.  xv.  14,  ty.  An  oath  put  for  a  ftrong  af- 
feveration.  Maimon.  (3)  Jofephus  fays,  the  kingdom  was  tran- 
fhted  into  another  fatuity,  Exod.  i.  10.  (c)  See  Exod.  i  11,  14, 

zi.  Pl'al.  cv.  24.  ;  comp.  ver.  17,  18.  (d)  Or  caufed  them  to  he 

expofe.l,  from  dread  of  their  being  killed,  ver.  2/.  (d1)  Or,  fair  to 

God.  A  divine  beauty,  Exod.  ii  10.  A  gift  of  heaven,  fee  2  Cor. 
x  4.  Or  Hebrew  fuperlative,  like  Jon.  iii.  3.  So  trees  of  God. 

(  f)  See  Exod.  ii.  2.  (ff)  She  is  faid  to  have  employed  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  the  child  herfelf,  for  that  purpofe.  In  whole,  a  wonderful 
providence, and  fit  to  excite  attention  to  what  follows.  See  Ex.  ii.  10. 
(/))  At  this  time  they  were  famous  for  mathematics,  mnfic,  agro¬ 
nomy,  knowledge  of  nature,  ethics,  and  politics  ;  and  many  Greek 

REFLECTIONS. 

2  From  fmall  beginnings,  it  pleafes  Almighty  God  very  often 
to  draw  forth  a  train  of  the  mod  important  confequences. 

*  Even  without  divine  revelation,  Mofes  was  admirably  qualified 
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and  was  mighty  in  (i)Jkilful  words,  and  in  great  bene * 
jicial  and  heroic  deeds.  And  when  he  was  full  forty 
years  old,  it  came  into  his  heart,  by  a  divine  impidfe ,  to 
vilit  thofe  whom  he  knew  to  be  his  bppreffed(j)  brethren, 
the  children  of  pious  Ifrael.  And  feeing  one  of  them 
fuffer  an  extreme  degree  of(k)  wrong,  from  an  Egyptian 
tajkmajler* ,  he  bravely  defended  him,  and  avenged//^ 
faufe  of  him  that  wasy2  iniquitoujly  oppreffed,  and  fmote 
the  Egyptian  till  he  died :  for  he  fuppofed,/m»  that 
fuccefs,  and  what  he  felt  in  his  own  mind  fo Jirongty  direct¬ 
ing  him  to  fuch  an  equitable  hazardous  meafure ,  his  Hebrew 
brethren  would  have  underftood  how  that  Almighty 
God,  ere  long ,  by  his  hand  (/)  would,  after  a  ftmilar 
planner,  deliver  them  all ;  but ,  front  fiupid  carelcffnefs , 
they  underftood  not,  fo  as  rightcoujly  to  acknowledge  the 
fame.  And  the  next  day  he  again  fhewed  hiinfelf  unto 
two  of  them,  as  they  violently  ftrove,  and  would  (ni) 
have  fet  them  at  one  again  from  their  mutual  bitter  rail¬ 
ing  («)  and  blows d,  faying,  Sirs,  ye  are  brethren  by 
blood  and  country  together ,  bcfides  what  you  puffer  from  a 
cruel  common  enemy  ;  Why  do  ye  wrong,  then ,  after  this 
unnatural  method ,  one  to  another  ?  But  he  that  did  his 
neighbour  wrong,  becoming  worfe  than  ever  by  fo  plain 
Cind  faithful  a  reproof  (o),  thruft  him  away  with  contempt , 
faying,  And  who,  pray ,  made  thee  a  ruler  and  a  judge 

philofophers  went  thither  to  be  improved.  (?)  Similar  to  Luke 
iXiv.  19.  An  able  man  in  difeourfe  and  action,  (y)  For  this  end, 
he  left  the  king's  palace,  affluence,  and  honours  ;  comp.  Heb.  xi 
24,  See.  (,{)  See  Exod.  ii.  1 1,  \2.  (/)  Or  was  giving  them  a  falva- 
tion.  (?»)  Or  would  have  obliged  them  to  peace;  comp  Luke  xiv 
23  («)  Comp.  Exod,  ii.  13  (0)  Thus  did  they  likewife  fet  at 
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to  write.  c  Barbarous  a£ts  ought  ever  to  be  difeouraged.  AVe 
ftiould  exprefs  fpecinl  tender  love  towards  our  own  country. 
Generality  is  illuB rated  by  contempt  of  fecular  eafe,  anil  plea- 
fure  ;  Heb.  xi.  24,  25.  They  who  are  grievoufly  opprefled  by 
pther$,  ought  to  live  the  more  in  peace  among  themfelves. 
Even  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  ate  moll:  indebted  to  us,  may 
be  found  oppofers.  d  Some  think  themfelves  wronged  by  ad¬ 
vice,  however  mild,  good,  and  feafonable  j  and  fo  become  bit- 
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over  us  ?  Wilt  thou  indeed  kill  me,  upon  pretenet  of  high 
patriotic  zeal ,  as  thou  did  ft  for  certain,  at  thine  own  pri¬ 
vate  hand ,  the  Egyptian  yefterday  ?  Then,  from  fear  of 
difeovery,  fled  Mofes  at  this  ungrateful  faying,  and  was 
a  ftranger  in  the  land  of  Madian  (p)  %  among  the pbjlerity 
of  Abraham  by  Keturah,  where  (?),  by f  marriage  with  a 
daughter  of  that  people ,  he  (>)  begat  two  fons,  Gerjhom 
and  Eliezcr. 
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AND  when  forty  years  more  of  Ifrael's  bondage  were 
expired,  there  appeared  to  him,  in  the  wildernefs  (a) 
of  Mount  Sina(/>),  as  he  fed  cattle,  an  angel  of  the 
Lord  (c)  Jehovah  in  a  (</)  flame  of  fire  in  the  midft  of 
a  bulh,  which  (V),  though  3  burning \  did  not  confume. 
When  Moles  law  it  jo  fuddenly  kindle ,  and  without 
tiny  natural  means ,  he  wondered  at  thefe  things ,  and  at 
the  light  of  its  continuance  :  and  as  he  drew  qcar  to  be¬ 
hold  it  with  yet  greater  advantage ,  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
(/)  came  unto  him  from  out  of  the  bufh ,  faying  (£),  I 
am  the  God  who  took  care  of  thy  fathers  b,  the  God  of 
Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Ja- 

honght  their  deliverer,  the  Meffiah  !  (/>)  Or  Median;  comp.  Gen. 

ixv.  i,  2.  (,)  3  e  Exod.  ii.  2f,  &c.  xviii.  3,  4.  (r)  Became 

the  father  of. 

(0)  See  Exo.*.  iu.  1.  frotn  being  a  courtier.  (£)  A  mountain 
of  Arabia  Petrea,  in  Alia,  fitualed  i20hiiles  eaft  of  Grand  Cairo 
in  Egypt;  and  memorable,  on  account  of  the  law  being  given  to 
the  Jews  from  tlirnce,  (c)  Exod.  iii.  2.  Having  high  commiflion, 
with  fuitable  powers.  (</)  Denoting  vengeance,  2  Theft",  i.  8. 
(c)  From  Mofes’  furprife,  itfeemeth  that  he  hid  never  feen  the  di¬ 
vine  glory  before  this.  (/")  Exod.  iii,  41.  Or,  the  angel  who  did 
reprefent  him.  (g)  Their  eminent  benefattor,  Mat.  xxii.  32.  Spo- 

REFLEGTIONS. 

ter  towards  their  belt  friends.  c  God  has  fome  good  people 
every  where.  f  The  retired  fhepherd’s  life,  has  a  fuitablenefs 
in  it  for  devout  and  other  improving,  ripening  exercifes. 

a  Fit  emblem  of  a  preserved  church,  even  amidft  the  fierced 
flames.  b  The  compaflionating  faithful  name  of  God,  opens 
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cob.  Then  Mofes  trembled  at  fo.  near  an  approach  to 
divine  Majejly ,  and  durft  not  continue  longer  (/j)  to  be¬ 
hold  as  he  had  done.  Then  laid  the  Lord  to  him  %  put 
off  thy  (0  Ihoes  from  thy  feet,  left  any  thing  unclean 
may  have  ftuck  to  them ;  for  the  place  where  thou 
Handeft  is  now  holy  (j)  confecrated  ground  to  the  [pedal 
prefence  of  divine  Majefty.  1  have  feen  (k),  1  have  feen 
indeed,,  fo  as  to  be  moved  with  pity  for  the  d  affliction  of  my 
chofcn  people  which  is  in  Egypt,  and  I  have  heard  their 
groaniug  under  fore  oppreftion ;  and  am  come  down 
as  from  above  to  deliver  them  by  thine  hand.  And  now, 
come,  and  I  will  fend  thee  (/)  into  Egypt,  for  that  im¬ 
portant  purpofe .  This  Mofes,  obferve ,  whom  they  of 
Ifrael  refufed  to  acknowledge  for  a  kind  ajftftant ,  faying, 
with  difdain  (/«),  Who  made  thee  a  ruler  and  a  judge  ? 
The  very  fame  e  perfon  did  Almighty  God  fend,  even  in 
fpite  of  them ,  to  be  a  («)  ruler,  and  a  (0)  deliverer/roOT 
cruel  bondage ,  by  the  miniftering  ( p )  hand  of  the  angel 


ken  by  the  angel  in  the  name  of  his  conftituenf.  (/;)  Exod.  iii.  6. ; 
comp.  Pfal.  x.  14^  xxii.  19.  (/)  Or  fandals.  The  m  inner  of  both 

Jews  and  Mahometans,  fee  EccJ.  v.  1.  A  mark  of  folemn  regard 
even  to  princes,  (j)  So  rendered  by  divine  manifeftation,  Jolh.  v. 
15.  (>)  Gr.  feeing,  1  have  feen  ;  that  is,  very  thoroughly,  comp. 

Job  xxvii.  9.  (/)  Comp.  Deut  vii.  1 1.  Dan.  iii  29  Or  as  my  mef 

ienger,  Ex.  ii.  23.  («r)  See  verfe  xxv.  27.  To  prepare  for  a  fevere 

but  juft  application  ;  verfe  xi.  52,  53.  Mild  method  of  repre¬ 
hending.  (n)  Comp.  chap.  v.  3 1.  (0)  Redeemer,  or  ranfomer, 

as  in  Matth.  xxii.  28.  Luke  i.  63.  Ex.  vi  6.  2  Sam.  vii.  23.  Pfal. 
lxxvii.  16.  iii.  9.  Afaintlhadow  of  what  Chiift  was.  .both  were 
rejected.  (/)  Comp.  Dan.  ix.  ic. 
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to  glorious  lading  hopes,  Mat.  xxii.  32.  Heb.  xi.  16.  'Things 
fatred  lhould  be  approached  with  caution,  as  when  people  thus 
walk.  d  Trials  are  necefiary  to  prove,  and  fit  for  rewards.  Vain 
are  all  attempts  of  impious  and  ungrateful  men,  to  fruftrate  the 
divine  promifes,  Pfal.  cv  8.  comp.  Gen.  xlvii.  25.  Signal  de¬ 
liverances  from  under  the  rod  of  the  wicked,  ought  to  be  a 
fource  of  grateful  and  joyful  obedience.  Here  was  triumph 
over  idolatry,  almoft  in  its  head-quarters.  Doddridge.  De¬ 
liverance  from  trouble,  ought  to  be  patiently  waited  for,  in 
God’s  good  time,  and  way.  e  The  condemnation  and  futFer- 
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which  appeared  to  him  in  the  bufh.  He  (q),  at  lengthy 
•whom  heaven  did  thus  gracioufly fend,  brought  them  clear 
out  of  their  troubles ,  after  that  he  had  fhewed,  under 
his  grand  conjtituent ,  numerous  awful  (r)  wonders  and 
figns  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  more  efpecially  in  the 
(j)  Red  Sea,  which  clofed  upon ,  and  overwhelmed  their 
keen  purfuing  foes ;  and  next  in  the  wildernefs,  where 
they  were  miraculoiifly  fed  and  conducted  for  the  fpace  of  no 
lefs  than  forty '(/)  years  f,  prior  to  a  fxed  fcttlement  in 
their  promifed  land • 
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THIS  is  that  Mofes ,fo  highly  and  juftly  valued byyou, 
which,  in  exprefs  terms, faid  unto  the  children  of  Hr  a  el, 
a  prophet  of  fill  greater  e?ninence  than  what  you  now  have  f 
1  {hall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  you  of  your 
brethren,  and  a  lawgiver  a/fo(a )  like  unto  me  ;  him 
fhall  ye  rcfpvclfully  hear  (b)  and  obey  in  my  flead .  This 
Mofes  is  he  that  was  chief  in  the  (c)  church  in  the  vari~ 
eus  wildernefs  ( d )  trials,  with  the  ( > )  angel  of  God , 

(7)  See  verfe  xxxvii.  40.  fr)  See  Ex.  ch.  viii.ir,  x.  (/)  From  Adam, 
the  iurname  of  Efais,  fignifying  red.  The  Edomites  inhabited  the 
coafts  thereof,  (t)  For  a  like  number  of  years  did  Jefus,  by  his  apof- 
tles,  minifter  to  the  Jews;  inorder  tabring  them  to  repentance,  by 
faith 

(./»)  Or  as  myfelf,  DeuL  xviii  ry.  (5)  See  chap.  iii.  12.  (c) 

Signifying  congregation,  or  aflembly  in  general  ;  AAs  xir.  32.. 
though  more  ordinarily  when  met  for  facred  matters,  (d)  And 
aot  in  any  city,  or  magnificent  temple.  (?)  Ex.  xix  19,  2c. 
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ings  of  Jefus,  are  no  juft  excufes  for  Jewifh  unbelief,  more 
than  in  the  cafe  of  Mofes.  Unknown  to  themfelves,  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Chrift  became  inftruments  of  his  exaltation.  The 
laws  of  Mofes,  too,  were  moft  wife,  his  prophecies  came  to’ 
pafs,  his  deeds  were  wonderful  and  miraculous.  For  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  we  (hould  run  all  hazards.  f  See  notes  d. 

a  May  we  all  be  taught,  by  fuch  peculiarly  enlivening  ora¬ 
cles,  liia  dotfrine  and  laws.  Still  God,  in  Chrift,  continues  to- 
favour  us  with  his  prefence,  and  to  own  us  for  his  people  y 
which,  therdore,  will  render  our  ingratitude  and  guilt  worfe 
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which,  ‘Under fo  high  authoritative  direction,  fpake  to  him 
in  the  Mount  ( /)  Sina,  and  with  our  b  covenanting 
fathers  then  :  who  received  from  Almighty  God  the  (g) 
lively  ediftive  oracles  to  give  un.to  us  their  defendants 
ever  after  ;  to  whom,  it  mnji  be  again  repeated ,  our  an¬ 
cient  Jewi/I)  fathers  would  not  hearken ,  ft)  as  to c  obey  $ 
hut  did  often  (A)  rebellmijly  thruft  him  from  them,  and. 
in  their  flupid  ungrateful  hearts, turned  wifhfulh  d  back 
again  into  the  manners  tf  Egypt  {i),from  low  fordid  mo¬ 
tives,  faying,  at  length ,  unto  Aaron  the  brother  of  Mofes, 
Make  us  vifible,  conducing,  and  protecting  ( j )  gods  to  go 
before  Us  %  fuels  as  thofewe  have  left :  for  as  for  this 
Mofes,  which  brought  us  in  fo  great  kafle  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  we  wot  not  what  (k)  for  tbefe  many 
days  pajl  is  become  of  him,  nor  Jhall  we  wait  for  his  re¬ 
turn.  And,  even  fo  great  a  man  upon  the  whole,  yielding 
to  their  abfurd  and  monjlrous  impiety,  they,  by  his  means, 

(/)  See  verfe  jo.  E*  xxiv  7,  8  (^)  Or  fit  to  give  life,  to  a  certain 
degree,  comp.  2  Cor.  iii.  7.  peut  xxx  19,  20.  Roin  vik  ie.  joh^ 
v*  39.  Here  was  an  anlwer  to  Afts  vi.  1.1.  (A)  See  Ex.  xvi.  1,  2, 

27.  Numb.  xir.  2,40,44.  (/)  Comp.  Ex,  xvj.  3.  Numb.  xi.  5, 

(j)  Put  for  one,  Ex.  xxiii.  1.'  Or  many  images  of  the  fame,  (i) 
For  forty  days,  he  abode  on  Mount  Sinai,  ana  received  the  divine 
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than  theirs..  b  If  king  David  was  not  fit  to  build  the  temple, 
becaufe  he  was  a  man  of  blood  j  how  much  lefs  fit  were  the 
Jews,  that  fuch  a  ftruAlure  fhould  be  continued  to  them,  who 
murdered  the  great  Mefiiah,  king  David's  fon  and  Lord  ?  Even 
before  Mofes,  and  without  the  law,  the  pious  did  pleafe  God. 
c  The  fame  evil  principles,  lead  to  the  fame  or  like  evil  ac¬ 
tions  ;  and  thereby,  prove  them  to  be  children  of  their  wicked 
fa.the.rs.  Rites  of  tlipmfelves,  do  not  purge  people  from  vice  * 
and  of  courfe  recommend  them  to  God,  Pfal.  1  8,  &q.  I  ft  i. 
11,  &c.  Iviii.  3,4 .  Jcr.  vi.  20.  Hof.  yi.  6  Mic.  vi.  6,  fcc. 
The  law  of  God  to  fucceed  that  of  Mofes,  was  to  be  the  molt 
perfect,  comp.  I  fa.  ii.  2,  &c.  xi.  10,  1 1.  Mai.  i.  11.  d  They 
who  return  to  the  impurities  of  the  world,  after  vifible  profef- 
Cpns  and  vows  to  the  contrary,  are  peculiarly  blameable. 
God  pun i flies  men,  by  giving  them  over  to  their  own 
befits’  l.ufls.  e  Miferable  geds  that  are  made  by  men- 
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made  the  form  of  a  (/)  calf,  in  thofe  days  of  high  obliga - 
tion ,  and  offered  facrifice  unto  the  hafe  {pi)  inanimate 
idol,  calling  it  their  God :  and,  by  eating ,  drinking ,  and 
playing ,  rejoiced  they  could  in  the  foolifh  works  of 
their  own  reproachful  hands'.  Then  God,  mojl  holy  and 
ju/i,  turned  away  his  pleafant  countenance  from  them ,  and 
gave  them  up  to  follow  their  own  {n)  wicked  devices , 
and  through  time  to  worfhip  religioufly ,  the  whole  (o) 
hoftof  fun,  moon,  anlflars  in  heaven  ;  as  it  is  written 
in  the  hook  of  one  of  the  (p)  prophets  exprefslyf ,  O  ye 
houfe  of  Ifracl,  have  ye  offered  to  me,  even  to  me  alone, 
flain  {f)  beafts  and  other  preferibed  facrific.es,  by  the 
long  fpace  of  forty  years  in  the  wildernefs  ?  Yea ,fofar 
from  this ,  ye  even  took  up  wantonly  on  your  Jhtitilders,  the 
tabernacle  of  cruel (r)  Moloch,  and  along  with  that  in 
proce/fion ,  the  painted  ftar  of  your  (j)  God  Chiun ,  or 
Reinphan,  emblematical  figures,  which  ye  vainly  made 
to  worfhip  them  like  otfoer  abfurd  idolaters :  and ,for 
thefe  impioujly  bafe  prattices ,  I  will  carry  you  away  ly 
one foe  firfl  unto  (/)  Damafcus ;  and  thereafter,  by  a Jlill  more 
powerful ,  even  beyond  Babylon  itfelf  Out  fathers 
were  the  more  inexcufable ,  that  they  had  free  accefs  to  the 
tabernacle  of  ( u)  witnefs  in  the  wildernefs,  as  he  who 
did  repnefent  the  Almighty  (#)  had  appointed,  tc  hold  out 

InlUtutes,  for  IfraePs  life.  (/)  Like  the  Egyptian  Apis}  and  poflT* 
bly,  to  conciliate  their  afFetfion,  (Wild  they  return,  Pfal.  cvi. 
1 9,  See.  (»)  See  Ex  Ixxii.  6  Neh  ix  18.  comp.  tfa.  xliv.  9. 
Wifd  Xv  6,  16,  17.  (»)  See  Rom  L  2 4.  ±6 ,  28,  Pfal  Ixxxi  13. 

*  Kings  xvii.  from  bad  to  worf*.  (  ,)  Or  army.  (^)  Am.  v. 
25.  com  pi  Mark  ix.  49.  (7)  Comp  Deut.  xxxii.  t6,  17.  (r)  A  God 
of  the  Ammonites,  from  Melccn^  king,  lee  1  Kings  'X  7.  S3* 
keprefented  by  his  Image  lining,  ( s )  Said  to  be  the  Arabian 
name  tor  Saturn  ;  higheft  in  the  planetary  fyftem.  Tacit, 
(0  Comp.  Dent.  vii.  rt.  Ezck.  ix.  tc.  2  Rings  xvii  6.  (u)  Or 

tellimnny,  fame  as  Ex.  Itxvii  21*  xxixi  1  1.  This  was  the  ark  of 
the  telhmony,  or  covenant  ;  and  here  they  were  to  meet  for  reli¬ 
gious  Worfhip  :  fee  Num  xvii.  4,  All  which  is  fpnken  here  with 
great  reverence.  He  now  (hcWs  the  places  nf  worfliip  to  have  been 
various.  Comp.  Jer.  vii.  12.  (at)  See  veife  3c,  35,  30. 

REFLECTIONS. 

f  See  preceding  reflections,  and  thofe.  'wh^icli  follow. 
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their  mutual  relation,  fpeaking  unto  Mofes,  that  he 
Ihould  make  it  exactly  according  to  the  fafhion  ( y )  that 
he  had  fcen  from  him  on  the  Mount which  renowned  ta¬ 
bernacle  alfo  our  fathers  that  came  after  thofe  wildtrnefe 
fojourners,  brought  in ,jujl  as  they  had  received  it,  with 
Jefus  (z),  their  fucceeding  leader  to  Mofes  over  the  river 
Jordan,  into  the  poflcffion  of  the  ( a )  Gentiles,  whom 
God,  in  abhorrence  of  grofs  and  multiplied  crimes ,  drave 
out  before  the  face  of  our  fathers,  by  flight  and  daugh¬ 
ter  together  ( b ),  unto  the  days  of  pious  king s  David  ; 
who  found  favour  before  God  (c),  amidft  many  awful 
difficulties,  and  defired,  under  divine  dircdion,  to  find  a 
more  ftable, fplendid  place  to  this  fame  tabernacle  ( d )  for 
vuorfhipping  the  God  of  truly  (e)  venerable  Jacob.  But 
his  petition,  for  good  caufes,  being  refufed,  the  wife  and  peace¬ 
ful  Solomon  (f),fon  of  that  great  prince,  built  him  an 
houfe,  by  appointment  (g ),  of  fingular  Jlrength  and  beauty , 
into  which  that  covenant  of  the  ark  was  brought .  Howbeit, 
for  prevention  of  all  wrong  ideas  relative  to  the  Almighty, 
let  this  be  duly  weighed,  that  the  Moll  High  If), far  from 
being  taken  up  with  any  fetch  feplendour ,  dwelleth  not  alone 
in  temples  made  with  any  human  hands  ;  as  faith  the 

(y)  See  Ex.  iiv.  40.  (z)  Afterwards  named  Jofliua  ;  the  famous 
commander  who  fuccecded  Mofes.  He  was  the  fon  of  Nun;  fee 
Nurr.  xiii.  9,  17.  Deut  xxxix.  4.  Both  come  from  a  word,  fig. 
nifying  to  fave,  Mat.  i.  21.  A  faint  figure,  or  fhadow  of  the  true 
Jefuc.  ( a )  Or  heathens.  {b)  When  the  iJolaters  were  expelled, 
the  Ark  was  brought  over  Jordan,  fee  Jofh.  iii.  17.  »v.  11,  16.  Then 
placed  in  Silo,  Jolh.  xviii.  1.  comp.  Ex.  xxiii  27,  Stc.  Till  after 
David's  reign,  the  Tabernacle  had  nc  fixed  place,  See  Ex,  xxxiv. 
24  Num.  xxi  32.  (c)  Acceptance  with  him,  as  a  king,  prefer- 

able  to  vSauI,  Pfal. Ixxxix  21,  22.  ( d )  Comp.  (fa.  lviii  3,  13  Hof. 
xii.  8.  Pfal.cxxxii.  c.  (<?)  Whom  he  did  worfhip,  and  derive  great 
benefits  from,  (f)  Confult  1  Kings  vi.  1.  3s.  1  Chron.  xxii.  3. 
(g)  On  that  part  of  Mount  Zion,  called  Mori  h,  fee  1  Clir. 
xxi-  &  xxii.  Begun  480  years  after  the  entering  of  the  Ifraelitea 
into  the  land  of  Canaan,  1  Kings  vi.  1  viti.  t,  See  (/«)  See  Gen. 
xiv.  18,  22.  Pfal.  lvii.  3.  xci.  1,  9.  of  incomparable  power  and 
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(/)  glorious  evangelical  prophet,  Heaven  is  my  rejplendent 
royal  throne  (A),  and  the  whole  earth  is  as  my  footftool 
from  its  comparative  meannefs  :  What  houfe  then  will  ye 
build  by  way  offuitable  habitation for  me  ?  faith  the  Lord; 
Or  what  is  the  place  of  my  ^  fuppofed  and  only  reft  ? 
Hath  not  my  hand,  and  mine  only  (4),  made  all  thefe 
things  ? 


SECT.  XXXV.  FROM  VERS  E  LI. 

THEN \  riftng  in  boldnefs  with  their  increaftng  vifible 
ftgns  of  difpleafure ,  Stephen  thus  went  on  *  Oh,  ye  ftiff- 
necked  (aSenemies  to  the  divine  yoke,  and  ye  ( b )  uncircum- 
cifed  in  heart  and  ears,  who  make  a  boajl  of  glorying  in 

glory,  1  Kings  viii.  27.  Mark  iv.  58.  (/)  Ifa.  lxvi.  i,2.  (/)  Comp. 
1  KingS'viii.  3c,  39,  43, 4^.  Ecd.  v.  1.  Mat-  v.  34,  5cc.  Ads  xvii. 
24.  (  i  )  Who  then  can  profit  him  ?  What  trifle*  are  the  Urged 

human  works,  compared  with  him  ?  See  1  Chron.  xxii.  14.  xix. 

2,  flee. 

[a)  Taken  from  Ex.  xxxii.  9.  Deut.  ix.  6,  13.  Ifa.  xlviii.  4. 
{ b )  Wicked,  licentious  in  your  affections,  Lev.  xxvi.  41.  Jer,  iv.  4. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  The  delight  of  God,  is  to  reft  in  quiet  hearts,  and  fuch 
as  are  always  ready  to  obey.  It  is  but  reafon,  that  fhadows 
fliould  yield  unto  truth,  things  carnal  to  things  fpiritual.  The 
whole  creation  is  a  temple  too  narrow  for  God  to  be  confined 
to.  From  St.  Stephen’s  reasoning  it  appears,  that,  in  various 
ages  and  circum (lances  God  hath  made  various  revelations, 
and  apppointed  different  pofitive  inftitutions ;  that  temporal 
affli£lions  aie  confident  with  being  in  divine  favour,  and  that 
a  temporal  Mefliah  was  not  to  be  expetted  ;  finally,  that  God, 
who  had  laid  a  plan  for  the  fucceflive  difpenfations,  was  now 
going  to  introduce  the  Uft  and  bed  of  them,  by  ere&ing  his  fpi¬ 
ritual  kingdom  under  Jefus  of  Nazareth  ;  and  that  to  rejeft 
him,  being  a  greater  fin  than  that  of  their  fathers,  the  Jews 
might  reafonably  expeft,  without  fpeedy  and  fincere  repentance, 
that  the  judgements  of  heaven  would  follow  them  to  the  utter*- 
mod.  The  Chridian  temple,  is  a  pure  body ;  his  altar,  an  en¬ 
lightened  mind  ;  and  the  virtues,  his  facrifices. 
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the  fiefh  a,  ye  do  always  refill:  with  •violence  the  (r)  Holy 
Ghoft,  in  tbofe  whom  he  infpires  ;  as  your  fathers  often 
did,  from  the  hiftory  now  given,  fo  (d)  do  ye  fill  continue 
ohfiinaie.  Which  of  all  the  mojl  eminent  prophets  (e) 
have  not  your  fathers  furioujly  perfecuted?  and  they 
have  flain  even  them  which  Ihewed  before  of  the  joy¬ 
ful  coming  of  Jefus,  the  (/)  perfectly  juft  One ;  of 
whom,  in  place  of  honouring ,  ye,  who  applied  to  Pilate 
and  infifted  for  his  crucifixion ,  have  been  now  the  aftual 
cruel  betrayers  and  murderers  b :  ye  verily ,  who  have 
received  the  law  of  God  ( g)  in  your  forefathers ,  by  the 
orderly  difpofition  of  angels  (Z>)  who  had  his  authority , 
apd  ( i)  yet  have  not  kept  it  as  ye  ought . 


SECT.  XXXVI.  FROM  VERSE  LIV. 

WHEN  they  of  the  council  heard  thefe  very  appoJite9 
though,  fevere  things,  they  were  ( a )  cut,  ps  it  were  ajun- 

(c)  blinding  to  lfr.  Ixiii.  x.  or  Jer.  vii.  24,  ficc.  comp.  Rom.  xiif. 
3.  2  '1  im.  iv.  15.  Ezek.  %x.  5,  fic c.  The  leader*  themfelves  were 
the  chiel  in  guilt ;  Jer  ii.  ft.  v.  31.  viii  12.  Ezek.  vii'.  12.  xxii. 
25,  ficc.  Hof.  iv.  (.  Mai.  ii.  1,  fit'.  The  aftions  of  God,  and  his 
providence,  (d)  See  Ezek.  xvi.  44.  (?)  Comp.  1  Kings  xix.  ic. 
Mar.  v.  12.  Cuke  xiii.  34.  xxxvi.  16.  Mai.  xxi  35.  {/)  bee  11a. 

liii.  9,  1  i.Z'ch  ix  9  rtfb  xiii.  J4,  15.  The  baojieclrim  were  o 
Miged,  by  their  conltitution,  to  deleud  and  guard  the  lives  of  the 
prophets  with  peculiar  care,  A<fU  iii.  13.  (*)  t  hey  made  but  one 

people,  Mar.  ixiii.  jy  (A)  Deut  xxxiv.  2,  comp.  Gal.  iii.  29.  Heb, 
ii.  2.  (1)  Thus  was  the  crime  in  ch  vi.  13.  filly  retorted.  They 

made  their  boaft  of  this  law,  Rom.  ii.  17,  ficc. 

(<?)  Sec  ch.  v.  33.  Comp.  Pfal.  xxxv.  16.  Lam.  ii.  i<5. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  God  does  not  force  men  into  the  way  of  falvation,  Pfal. 
xcv.  7,  8.  Heb.  iii  7,  S.  No  means  whatever  will  reclaim 
fome.  The  aids  of  heaven  are  iuited  to  rational  nature.  b  't  he 
Jews  affected  to  cover  their  guilt,  by  zeal  for  the  law  of  Mofes. 
They  are  the  true  children  of  the  covenant,  whofe  hearts  are 
clcanfed  from  wicked  defires  ;  and  whofe  ears  do.  obediently 
hearken  to  the  divine  commands.  We  are  the  children  of 
yhofe  whom  we  follow  clofe.  Plain  and  faithful  reproofs  are 
the  kindeft  of  any,  though  often  ill  received  by  prejudice  and 
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derf  to  the  heart,  and,  like  fo  many  enraged  wild  beajlsy 
they  gnafhed  a  on  him  with  their  teeth,  from  deftre  of 
tearing  him  immediately  to  pieces .  But  he,  being  more 
than  ever  full  of  the  (b)  gifts  and  joys  of  the  Holy  Ghofl, 
looked  up  Headfaflly b  into  heaven  where  his  fure  ever- 
lajling  recompences  were ,  and  faw,  by  an  aftonijhing  vifton 
fuperadded  to  faith ,  the  fymbolical  glory  (c)  of  God  Mojl 
High ,  as  there  difplayedy  and  Jefus  Handing  (d)  like  one 
ready  to  affijl^  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  And,  to  the 
honour  of  him  whofe  fervant  he  was ,  he  faid,  in  dijlinft 
hearing  of  his  enraged  envious  enemies ,  Behold,  at  this  very 
awful  moment ,  I  lee  the  heavens  ( [e )  opened,  and  Jefus, 
the  late  humbled  (/)  Son  of  man ,  Handing,  with  fovereign 
power  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  even  the  Father  %  t§ 


( b )  Of  divine  zeal,  (c)  So  If.  vi,  r.  Ez.  i.  2 6,  &c.  Dan,  vii.  9.  comp. 
Lukeii.  9.  Arts  xxii.  11.  Who  can  deferibe  this?  Where  leripture 
is  filent,  none  ihould  attempt.  (</)  See  £x,  xxiv.  17.  lizek.  ii.  1 . 
Pfal.  iii.  8.  He  might  feem  to  hold  out  the  bright  celeHial  prize. 
Chrift,  at  other  times,  is  faid  to  fit,  in  token  of  his  royal  majefty, 
Mark.  xvi.  19.  Afts  ii  34.  Heb.  i.  3.  viii.  1.  (c)  See  Mat.  iii.  16. 
(/)  Comp.  Mat,  viii,  ze.  xxvi.  64.  He  might  Ihew  himfelf  in 


REFLECTIONS. 

*  Charges  of  guilt  which  cannot  be  refufed,  are  moft  apt  to 
irritate  the  impenitent.  b  Here  was  an  imported  advice,  to 
tremble  and  repent,  becaufe  their  judge  lived.  It  is  not  expe¬ 
dient  on  account  of  mail’s  malice  to  fupprefs  God’s  glory. 
When  erroneous  men  arc  vanquifhed  with  reafons,  they  burn 
with  rage  !  They  are  as  abfent  from  the  body,  whom  the  Lord 
Jefus  Hands  befide  and  has  fellowfhip  with  ;  and  by  fixing 
their  thoughts  fleadfallly  upon  his  grace,  they  defpife  the  tor¬ 
ments  of  this  world.  Martyrs  of  Smyrna.  Happy  they  who, 
with  the  eyes  of  their  hearts,  look  up  to  the  good  things  re- 
ferved  for  thofe  who  endured  to  the  end  \  which,  neither  hath 
ear  heard  nor  eye  feen,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man  to  conceive,  ibid.  They  are  no  longer  as  mortal  men,  but 
become  as  angels,  ibid.  The  divine  power  is  prefent  to  lighten 
their  pains,  and  to  give  {Length  to  their  refolution,  who  fufler 
for  godlinels’  fake.  By  fuch  Heady  patience,  people  thoroughly 
approve  themfelves  fincere  worfhippers  of  God.  Martyrs  in 
falefhne.  'The  lift  extremities  of  the  good,  may  ever  expeffc 
extraordinary  afliftances,  2  Tim.  i.  12.  Strong  popular  clamour 
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aid  me.  Then,  not  abk  to  contain  thenfehes ,  they,  cnpur- 
pofc  Id  overpower  this  declaration  and  reference  which  they 
fjfcfled  to  deem  blasphemous  d,  cried  out  together ,  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  (topped  their  ears  in  abhorrence  (g), 
and  hujlily  ran  upon  him  with  one  accord,  and  by  via- 
Jent  beating  (h)  caft  him  out  of  the  city,  and  (J)  then 
Cloned  him  :  and  the  chief e  witnefies  {j)  who  began 
ftoning^  laid  down  their  upper  clothes  (l’).Jor  expedition's 
fate,  at  a  young  man's  feet  who  (i)  willingly  undertook 
to  care  for  them ,  and  whofe  name  was  Saul.  And  thus 
they  ftoned  ( m )  Stephen  to  death  calling  devoutly  upon 
God  for  new  me  afar es  cf  his  grace ,  and,  in  firm  faith  of 
that  power  which  was  given  to  the  great  mafier  he  fervea , 
day  mg,  with  rapture ,  Lord  Jefus,  who  art  willing  and 
able  to  fave ,  receive  my  departing  (n)  fpirit.  And  he 
kneeled  down,  under  heavenly  compofure ,  and  cried  out 
with  a  loud  and  dijhntt  voice,  in  imitation  of  his  meek £ 


much  the  fame  form  as  when  alive,  to  he  the  better  known. 
(g)  How  unwonhy  of  judges  and  fenators !  [h )  JJrave.  The 
.^rscution  of  criminals  in  the  wildemefs  was  to  be  without  the 
camp  ;  and,  in  imitation  of  that,  when  the  Jewi  fettled  in  Canaan, 
they  nfed  to  execute  their  criminals  without  the  city.  (/)  The  legal 
pumfhment  of  blafpbemy,  Lev.  ixiv.  14  and  idolatry,  Deut.  xiii. 
6,  &c  rtt.prefc  nt  an  aft  of  popular  fury,  fo  Aftssiv.  ( j  )  See 

L)ent  xvii.  7.  Adis  xxiii.  tc,  See.  Her-  was  both  the  iaw  of  Moles 
and  Romans  violated,  (/t)  Or  cloaks,  (/)  Comp.  Acts  xxii  xc. 
Huge  (lones  were  fometimes  thrown  (w)  firft  martyr,  and  fiHl 
crowned,  as  his  name  imports.  Legal  power  they  had  not,  John 
Xviii.  31.  («)  So  Key.  xxii.  2c,  and  imitating  Chrill  himftlf,  Lake 
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is  a  chief  engine  of  fedition  d  Ignorant  rage,  pleads  zeal  very 
often f  John  xviii  3  1  ),  jmnifhes  without  proof,  and  even  againlt 
it  (John  xvi  ii.  3.),  may  be  taught  even  in  fehools  of  religion  j 
and  is  heightened  bv  the  multitude;  lee  Phil.  hi.  6.  c  See 
tail  re  fleet  ions  f  The  faith  and  charity  of  forgivenefs  ought 
to  be  cxercifetl  under  the  greatefl  and  moll  caulelefs  provoca¬ 
tions.  Inward  great  atle£lions  vaife  the  voice  Pilate  dared 
not  to  call  the  Jews  to  an  account  for  St.  Stephen's  murder; 
whence,  providentially  the  Jews  were  not  permitted  to  have 
fucli  a  plea  againfl  Chriftknity,  as  if  it  wanted  fupport  from 
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and  charitable  leader  on  to  hlifss  Lord,  God  of  all \  lay  not 
this  other  (o)  aggravated  fin  (/>)  to  their  final  charge- 
And  when  he" had  faid  this  expiring  earnejl  petition,  ha 
fweetly  fell  alleep  (f)  from  fujfierwg,  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  new  and  endlefs  life . 


CHAP.  VIII. 

SECT.  XXXVII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

AND  the  above-named  (o')  Saul  was  ( b )  confenting 
from  the  heart ,  unto  his  cruel  death.  And  at  (c) 
that  time  there  was  a  great  persecution  begun  againft 
the*  church  of  Chrijt  (d)  which  was  in  ufe  to  meet  at 
Jerufalem  ;  and,  owing  to  this  fevere  malice ,  they  were 
(e)  mojl  of  them  all  fcattered  abroad  throughout  the 
neighbouring  (/)  regions  of  Judea  and  Samaria,  except 
the  brave b  apoftles,  whofe  examples  of  faith  and  patience 

xxiii.  46.  (0)  This  prayer  war  heard,  and  remarkably  anfwered, 
in  the  converfion  of  Saul,  (p)  Alluding  to  the  debiting  of  a  per- 
fon  in  an  accompt ;  comp.  Mat.  v.  44.  Luke  xxiii.  34.  John,  xviii. 
31.  (7)  So  1  Cor.  xv.  18,  20,51.  1  ThelT.  iv  13,  See.  Whence 

Chrifti  in  burial  places,  termed  dormitories,  comp.  Jo.  xi  11. 

(a)  Chap.  vii.  58.  Like  the  king  of  that  name,  he  was  of  the 
tribe  of  ttenjamin,  comp  Gen  xlii.  27.  ( b )  See  chap.  xxvi.  <y. 

Gal.  i.  14.  Having  fucceeded  in  the  cutting  off  St.  Stephen,  they 
relolved  upon  nothing  lefs  than  destroying  the  whole  fe<5t  of  Chrif- 
tians,  comp.  chap.  xxii.  2c.  (c)  Or  day,  verfe  3.  (d)  The  al¬ 

leged  blafphemies  of  one,  were  aferibed  to  the  whole,  fee  chap.  vt. 
13,  14.  (f)  See  verfe  3.  Especially  teachers,  and  deacons,  (f)  Or 

REFLECTIONS. 

the  fecular  arm.  Jefus,  thou  fon  of  God,,  aid  me  !  were  alf» 
the  lall  words  uttered  by  Porphyrius.  They  who  have  much 
of  forgiving  pity,  have  largely  imbibed  the  fpirit  of  Chriil,  anti 
may  foftly  fall  afleep. 

a  There  may  be  good  intending  zeal,  without  knowledge, 
which,  therefore,  meets  with  compafuon,  and  is  kept  within 
bounds  ;  fee  note  d.  b  Dangers,  at  times,  mufl  be  negle&ed, 
and  even  defpifed  for  Chriit’s  fake  j  though  all  prudent  means 
of  prefervatiou  may  and  ought  to  be  uleJ  j  fee  Atls  lx.  3  4. 
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i were  fill  requifte  here  for  the  public  good.  And  certain 
devout  ( g)  men,  who  were  intimates  from  principle c,  car* 
ried  the  dead  body  of  Stephen  to  his  burial  -place,  and, 
regardlefs  of  encampajim *  abufe ,  made  great  lamentation 
over  him  there .  As  for  Saul,  in  his  bitter  ignorant  zeali 
he  made  the  more  havock  of  the  church -members^  that  he 
had  fo  late  an  example  of  this  kind ,  entering  into  every* 
fufpeclcd  Chrijlian  houfe,  or  haunters  of  fuch  difciples  (Js\ 
and  haling  auay  both  men  and  women  **,  committed 
them  without  mercy ,  as  though  taken  in  war ,  to  clofe  pri* 
fon  (/),  for  farther  and  fervor er  punifhment.  Therefore, 
to  make  the  bed  ufe  pojfible  of  their  fight  from  bloody  minded 
meny  they  that  were  thus  fcattered  abroad,  went  every 
where  in  their  fewer  (j)  preaching c  fuccefsfully  the  gof- 
^><7  word  which  leadeth  to  fure  and  everlafing  life . 


diftrifls.  (g)  See  chap.  it.  5.  (A)  He  trufted,  even  without  com- 

tnifEoD  to  the  authority  of  his  feniors,  fee  chap.  ixvi.  ic.  1  Tiro  i. 
13.  (i)  Comp.  chap,  iv  3.  ▼.  8.  19,  12,  2y.  What  a  coDtraft  this* 
to  bis  proportionate  good  zeal  afterwards?  ( j )  So  Mat,  liii.  21* 
23.  Mark  vi.  14.  comp.  Eph.  vi.  ic.  Thus  Chriftians  overcame 
their  enemies,  not  by  yielding,  but  flyiEg,  Afis  ri.  19,  2c. 


REFLECTIONS. 

Gal.  ii  u.  Now  began  the  fpiritual  feeptre  of  Chrift  to  ex* 
tend  itfelf.  By  means  of  ignorance,  offence  is  leffened  ;  though 
nothing  can  excufe  murder.  Of  all  others,  none  are  fo  un* 
pardonable  as  men  of  learning,  and  facred  office.  Even  mali¬ 
cious  perfecutors  can  go  no  greater  length  than  thev  are  per* 
mitted  to  do.  Seeds  of  religion  thus  caft  in  many  places,  pnv 
duce  a  plentiful  harveft.  c  It  is  matter  of  juft  grief  when  the 
church  is  deprived  of  eminently  faithful  teachers  and  benefac¬ 
tors  ;  yet  if  Chriftians  ftied  tears,  it  is  not  for  the  fake  of  the 
dead,  but  for  Chrift’s  flock.  d  Add  to  note  a,  as  follows  :  A 
particular  church  confifteth  of  fuch  a  number  of  perl'ons  only 
as  is  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  church* fellowfliip,  and 
who  ufually  meet  and  word. ip  together  at  the  fame  time  in  one 
convenient  place  ;  comp.  chap.  xiii.  1.  1  Cor.  xiv.  23,  33.  A£H 
ix.  31.  1  Cor.  xvi.  1,  Sec.  Rev.  i.  11.  It  is  fitly  dillinguifhed 
from  civil  focieties,  though  not  independent  on  them,  Rom. 
xiii.  1,  2.  John  xviii.  36  e  Even  under  perfection,  the  fer- 
vants  of  Chrift  muft  not  be  idle.  A  regular  human  appoint¬ 
ment,  in  certain  cafes,  needs  not  be  waited  for.  God  over* 
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SECT.  XXXVIII.  FROM  VERSE  V. 

THEN  Philip  in  particular ,  one  of  the  /even  deacons ^ 
ami  intimate  companion  of  Stephen  before  his  martyrdom , 
bang  full  of  the  Spirit  and  relieved from  his  late  care  of  the 
poor ,  went  down  to  the  ( a )  city  of  Samaria  itfclf  and 
there  ( b j  preached  at  large  the  dofirine  (c)  of  Chrill  unto 
them  who  would a  attend .  And  the  people,  almoft  with 
one  accord,  though  held  as  heretics  by  the  Jews ,  gave  ear- 
neft  heed  unto  thofe  rational  things  which  Philip  fpake, 
hearing  him  affeftionately ,  and  feeing  with  aftonijhment 
the  manifold  benefeent  miracles  which  he  did  in  fupport 
$f  celejlial  truth.  For,  they  who  had  unclean  fpirits  and 
were  mad  to  an  extreme  degree ,  crying  with  loud  voice, 
(1 d )  as  though  greatly  injured ,  Came  out  of  many  that 
were  underflood  to  be  pofiefled  with  them  at  his  com * 
viand :  and  many  likewije  taken  with  deplorable  palfies, 
and  that  were  lame  from  different  difeafes ,  were  healed 
(e)  by  a  firtgle  word  or  touch .  And  on  account  of  both  ad* 
mirablc  gracious  doflrine  and  marvellous  confirming  cures , 
there  was  great  joy  b  of  believing  in  that  mixed  city  of 
Jews  and  heathens * 

( a )  Capital  of  that  country,  verfe  r.  8.  See  1  King  xvi.  24. 
(b)  This  was  now  allowable,  though  not  brfore  :  fee  Mat.  x.  y. 
They,  like  the  Jtrws  expert  d  a  great  prophet,  from  Dent,  lviii. 
t  5.  and  the  name  M-ITiah.  they  might  have  received  from  the  Jew's. 
Miny  of  them  had  feen  Chrift,  and  believed  on  him  before,  fee 
John  iv.  5.  4c,  &  .  ( c )  Comp  Afts  ii.  47.  Eph.  iv.  at.  ( d I  Comp. 
Mar.,  viii  29  Mark  i.  2.  6.  Luke  iv.  41.  Even  as  did  Chrift 
And  his  apoftle*. 

Reflections. 

iules  cruelty  and  rage,  to  fubferve  his  own  wife  and  gracious 
purpofes,  Thai.  Ixxvi.  10.  It  gives  power  to  doctrine  among 
others,  when  people  bravely  fuffer  for  it-  Delightful  mutual 
converfe,  may  fometimes  retard  more  ufeful  work. 

“  By  oppofition,  very  often  the  power  and  glory  of  truth  be¬ 
come  the  more  confpicuous.  Cirri (t  is  able  to  triumph  over 
the  moft  Satanifh  errors  and  crimes.  b  The  benign  fpirii  of 
the  gofpel  lays  the  foundation  for  abating  mutual  prejudice/,, 
healing  unhappy  differences,  and  making  real  converts  look 
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SECT.  XXXlX.  FROM  VERSE  IX. 

BUT  there  was  here  a  certain  man  called  Simon, 
which  before  this  time  in  the  fame  cityufed  < what  then 
was  held  to  he  magical  forgery,  and.  by  ft range  ana cc writ¬ 
able  appearances  from  known  caufes,  bewitched  multitudes 
of  the  people  of  Samaria  to  credit  what  he  faid ,  giving 
out  in  their  hearing,  that  himfelf  was  fome  great  one, 
whom  a  deity  had  filled  with  eminent  powers  .-  to  whom 
they  of  {a)  all  ranks  gave  rafh  and  obedient  heed,  from 
the  leaft  to  the  greateft,  faying.  This  man  is,  of  a  truth , 
the  great  power  of  God  (£)  whom  we  ought  to  follow . 
And  to  him  they  had  fuels  wicked  zealous  regard,  be- 
Caufe,  as  has  been  ohferved ,  that  of  long  time  till  now9 
he  had  bewitched  them  a  with  bis  unaccountable  force- 
rics(cj.  But  when,  upon  evidence  fo  various  and  clear , 
they  believed  Philip,  preaching  the  things  concerning 
the  bleffed ftate(d')  and  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  pow¬ 
erful  name  ( e )  of  Jefus  Chrift  by  which  he  did  acl ,  they 
were  publicly  baptized  into  that  prof effi on  of  their  faith  {f  ) 
both  men  and  b  women.  Then  Simon,  the  late fcrcerer , 
himfelf  believed  alfo  (g)  in  part :  and  w-hen  he  was 
baptized,  to  exprefs  his  foie  inn  and  ingenuous  attachment , 
he  continued  with  Philip  (/j )  as  a  difciple  who  chofe  to 
be  further  taught  %  and  wondered  daily  more  and  more , 

(a)  Comp,  verfe  26.  Adts  v.  36.  (A)  See  Ex.  viii.  19.  (*  )  Or 

magic  tricks,  (rf)  Comp.  Mark  i.  J4,  15.  Luke  ix.  2.  Mat.  iv.  17. 
.Begun  here,  and  completed  hereafter,  (e)  See  verfe  35.  (  f)  Comp. 
Mark  xvi.  16.  (^)  See  Jnmes  ii.  19.  His  heart  was  not  pure  of 

jTi"an  fscuLr  views,  though  he  might  profefs  the  contrary. 
(A)  Comp.  chap.  i.  14.  ii.  42,  46. 

REFLECTIONS. 

upon  one  another  as  brethren  in  Clirift  Jefus,  and  equally  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God,  even  the  Father. 

»  See  notes  a,  Sect.  XXXVIII.  b  All  Chriftians  fhould 
fubmit  to  the  fame  token  of  devotion  to  Chrift,  Eph.  iv.  5. 
Mat.  xxviii.  19.  Gal.  iii.  27.  c  There  may  be  fpeculative 
faith  where  there  is  no  true  piety  j  and  fuch  it  may  be  una¬ 
voidable  to  allow  diftinguUhing  gofpel  ordinances.  Rigorous 
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beholding,  even  to  amazement ,  the  numerous  miracles 
and  ligns  of  omnipotent  love  whiqh  were  done  by  him. 


SECT.  XL.  FROM  VERSE  XIV. 

NOW  when  the  apoftles,  as  already  faid,  which 
were  fill  {a)  at  Jerufalem  heard  that  the  citizens  of  Sa¬ 
maria  had  received  fo  generally  and  fo  affeilionately  from 
Philip ,  the  (b)  word  of  God  which  leadeth  to  eternal 
life  a ;  they  fent  unto  them  from  their  number  (c)  Peter 
and  John,  by  way  of  confirming  ambaffadors  :  who,  whea 
they  were  come  down  among  them,  prayed  for  them 
who  were  finccre  in  their  belief  and  obedience  that  they 
might  receive  (</)  rich  fupernatural  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  (For  as  yet  he  was  fallen  upon  none  of  them 
(c)  in  vi/ible  and  miraculous  powers ;  only  they  were 
baptized  in  the  name  of  the  (/)  Lord  Jefus,  as  their 
majlcr  and  governor.)  Then  (i7)  laid  they  their  hands  on 
as  many  as  the  Spirit  did  lead  them  to ,  and  they  received, 
in  various  fuitable  meafures ,  the  gifts  and  powers  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  And  when  Simon,  before fpoken  of  faw  (Pf 
from  immediate  and  diftmft  operations ,  that  through  lay- 
in^  on  of  the  apoftles*  hands  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  in- 
jlantly  given,  he  offered  them  a  conjiderablefum  of  mo- 

(a)  See  verfe  1.  ($)  Comp,  verfe  12.  (.  )  The  pope  of  Rome, 

his  pretended  immediate  iucceffor,  and  head  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  would  not  thus  fubmit  to  be  fent  by  his  Cardinals.  Both 
were  renowned  for  zeal,  llrength  of  mind,  knowledge  and  other 
divine  g'fts.  Hie  apoftles  were  the  prime  inftruments  of  conveyin  g 
the  ti  dy  Ghoft  upon  earth,  comp  Luke  ix.  54.  ( d )  See,  for 

c*  imples,  Arts  ii.  30  x.  44*  IIX-  6-  rhis  means  tiie 
lical  authority  was  admirably  fupported.  (e)  Comp.  chap.  x.  44, 
Xl  (/)  See  Mu.  xxviii.  19.  Adts  ii.  3*.  (g)  The  manner 

of  holy  men,  at  that  time,  fee  Mat.  xix.  13,  ij.  Supernatural 
cfLdU  now,  from  the  fame  outward  ftgn,  have  ceafed.  (t>)  See 

REFLECTIONS. 

feverity,  from  miftnken  caution,  would  difpleafe  God  more. 
A  good  life  is  the  perfe&ion  of  faith. 

*  We  may  and  ought  to  receive  implicitly  what  fuch  autho- 
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ney,  faying,  Give  me  alfo  this  authoritative  power  (i\ 
that  on  wiiomfoever  I  lay  hands  b,  agreeable  to  your  ex¬ 
ample,  he  may  receive  like  immediate  extraordinary  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  But  Peter  with  j mart  and  jujl  in¬ 
dignation  faidunto  him.  Thy  money  c  abide  and  perifh 
with  thee,  unlefs  thou  fpeedily  repent  of  thy  guilt ,  becauie 
thou  haft  indulged  fo  bafe  a  thought  as  that  the  fret 
gift  of  God  may  be  thus  purchafed  with  money  07, 
to  anfwcr  ends  like  thine  of  low  fecular  avarice  and  ambi¬ 
tion.  Jhou  haft,  after  all  thy  late  folemn profejfons ,  nei¬ 
ther  part  nor  lot  at  all  in  this  fpiriiual (k)  matter  :  for 
now  it  is  clear  to  every  one  that  thy  hearj:  is  not  right  in 
the  light d  of  God,  but  vile ,  difmgenuous,  and  wicked  % 
Repent,  therefore,  without  a  moment's  delay ,  of  this  thy 
great  (/)  wickednefs,  and  pray  God  under  <feep  contri¬ 
tion  of  foul  leading  thee  to  a  thorough  change ,  if  perhaps  (;;;) 
the  hideous  thought  of  («)  thy  heart  and  the punijhmcnt 


A<fts  x.  46.  xix.  f>.  (/)  Hence  fimony.  or  purchafing  things  facred 

with  money.  (/’)  Wuked  hypocrite,  fre  Mat.  x.  8.  (i)  Or  word, 
a  Hebraifm,  like  Luke  i.  37,  ii.  15.  (/)  Or  malignity,  («)  See 

Joel  ii.  14,  Jon.  iii.  9.  God  might  that  inftant  have  cut  him  off, 
or  allowed  to  him  fome  degree  of  grief  without  a  thorough  change. 
{>:)  The  deligu  which  thou  haft  conceived,  fee  Wifd.  vi.  16.  ix.  14. 


REFLECTIONS. 

rized  teachers  did  declare.  b  Still  heaven,  according  to  fome, 
is  faleable ;  though  disavowed  by  words.  Superitition  is 
much  inclined  to  luppofe  devilifli  enchantments  j  and  fimple 
plain  people  are  eafily  led  by  (hew  of  boafters.  Greater  hurt 
is  done  to  the  church  by  corrupt  members,  than  by  thofe  who 
do  openly  perfecijte.  Such  make  ufe  of  Tejigion  for  worldly 
gain,  and  fubvert  all  fi ncerity.  Baptifmal  clipping  gives  no 
benefit  God-ward  to  thofe  who  are  unclean  before  him. 
c  A£fs  purpofed  in  the  mind  are  puniftiable  They  are  only 
fit  to  difpenfe  the  gifts  of  a  mod  gentle  divine  fpirit,  who  are 
of  a  pure  fincere  heart.  To  procure  ecclelia'lical  benefices  or 
ordinances,  by  bribery  and  corruption,  is  ftyled  fnnony ;  nor 
can  they  who  lake  fuch  bribes  be  wholly  clear  of  the  crime. 
Infamous  propcjlals  rtiouid  be  heard  with  horrpr  Clear  un- 
phrillian  cutdiuft,  proclaims  the  hvpocrify  of  folemn  profef- 
jinne.  c  Even  the  word  of  men  ought  not  to  be  defpaired  of. 
H  is  fome  token  for  good,  \yheij  finners  feem  to  fall  under  re- 
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due  to  it (  may  be  forgiven  thee.  For  I  plainly  perceive 
that  thou  art,  notwithstanding g  thy  baptifm ,  yet  •vicious  all 
over  (o)y  as  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs  (/>),  and  in  the  clofe 
bond  of  ruinous  iniquity,  by  tbyfad  manner ,  and  the  holy 
infallible fpirit  that  is  in  me.  Then  anfwered  Simon  to 
that  alarming  language,  and  faid.  Pray  ye  who  are  holy 
men  and  dear  to  the  Lord  for  (q)  me  a  heinous  miferable 
Jinner  indeed,  that  none  of  thefe  moji  jujl  and  dreadful 
things  which  ye  have  fpoken  (r)  from  on  high  come 
upon  me.  And  they  whom  the  apojlles  fent,  when  they 
had  teftihed  to  the  converts  of  Samaria  the  obligation  they 
were  under  to  abide  by  the  true  Chrijlian  faith,  prof ejfton, 
and  praflice,  and  preached,  at  full  length,  the  fame  word 
of  the  Lord,  returned  to  their  brethren  in  Jerufalem, 
and,  after  like  manner,  preached  thegofpel  in  their  way 
thither  in  many  villages  of  the  Samaritans, 


SECT.  XLI.  FROM  VERSE  XXVI. 

AND  the  *  angel  of  the  (<7)  Lord  fpake,  by  commif- 
fi on  given  to  him ,  unto  (b)  Philip  the  evangtlijl,  faying 
after  this  manner,  Arife  and  go  toward  the  fouth,  unto 
the  way  that  goeth  down  from  Jerufalem  unto  (r) 

(9)  Comp.  1  John  v.  19.  Deut.  xviii.  18.  (/>)  Or  bitter  gall, 

Hebraifm,  and  may  allude  ro  Deutt  xxix.  18.  The  Hebrew  word 
for  guilt  and  poifon  are  the  fame  ;  both  unpleafint  and  deftru&ive, 
fee  tali  note,  (q)  So  Gen.  xx  7,  17.  Job.  xlii.  8,  $cc.  (r)  What 
Peter  fpake,  John  approved  of,  verfe  2 c. 

(<7)  See  1  Pet  \f  12.  (£)  Thefameas  in  verfe  2.  (c)  Ancient- 

REFLECTJONS. 

proof ;  and  Hefire  the  prayers  of  others.  f  Too  many  are  more 
alfruid  of  God's  puniihment,  than  of  their  own  evil  doings. 
A  refolute  change  cannot  be  afl’e&ed  without  divine  aid,  and 
humble  zealous  human  endeavours.  The  evidence  of  this 
is  not  naturally  foon  acquired,  comp,  verfe  23.  Dan.  iv.  27.  Joel 
ii.  14.  To  God  the  inmoft  foul  is  well  known,  comp.  Wifd. 
i.  3,  &c.  Even  after  remiflion,  letter  chaftifements  may  be  con¬ 
tinued. 

*  Wonderful  are  the  means  by  which  Jefus brings  about  the  in- 
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Gaza  ( d ),  which  is  next  to  defart  ,for  further  fuccefs  in 
your  pious  labours .  And  he  aro;e  injlantly  b9  and  went 
' under  celeflial  direction  ;  and,  behold,  a  man  of  Ethio¬ 
pia  ( c ),  an  eunuch  (/)  of  great  authority  under  (g) 
Candace  at  that  time  reigning  queen  of  the  Ethiopians, 
who  had  the  charge  of  all  her  (/a)  treafure,  and  had 
come  to  Jerufalem  for  to  worlhip  the  true  God,  in  one 
of  the  mojt  folemn  Jewiflj  (/)  fejiivals ,  was  now  returning 
home  from  thence,  and,  fitting  in  his  (_/')  chariot,  with  a 
companion,  read  Efaias  ( k )  the  prophet  to  be  inflrucled  by 
*  him.  Then  the  celeflial  Spirit  (7)  faid  unto  Philip, 
Go  near,  and  join  thyfelf  as  clofe  as  may  he  to  the  owner 
of  this  chariot  (ni)  in  thine  eye .  And  Philip,  eager  to 
■obey,  ran  thither  to  him  with  fpeed ,  and  heard  him 
diflinClly  read  a  part  of  what  he  well  knew  to  be  the  pro¬ 
phet  Efaias*  book,  and  familiarly  faid,  Underftandefl 
thou  of  what  important  matters  thou  at  prefent c  readeh  ? 
And  he,  taking  no  offence,  but  the  contrary,  faid  with  mild 
refped:.  How  can  I  apprehend  the  i?nport  of  fuch  obfeure 
prediction*,  except  fome  learned  and  good  man  fhould 


ly  one  of  the  Philiftine  cities,  i  Sam.  vi.  7.  Jer.  xxv.  2r.  Famous 
for  oamfon’s  deeds  and  death.  Judges  xvi.  1,  &c.  ( d )  Or  in  ruins, 
from  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great,  and  where  no  remarkable 
perfon  was  to  be  looked  for.  Almoft  a  wildernefs.  Strabo .  («?) 

The  fame  with  the  Hebrew  Chius,  from  Cham  ;  now  Abyfir.ia ; 
an  obfeure  kingdom.  (  f)  Fulfilment  of  Ifa.  lvi.  4.  5.  Such  were 
kept  to  prevent  fufpieious.  (jf)  Common  name  given  to  all  their 
queens,  Plin.  I.  6.  c.  29.  Like  the  Pharoahs,  and  afterwards  Pto¬ 
lemies  of  Egypt.  Strabo  {h)  Among  the  chief  offices,  (i  )  The 
paflover,  or  pentccolh  Mark  of  great  piety,  in  a  profeiyte.  (j)  Af¬ 
ter  the  manner  of  the  great,  lfa.  xxii  18.  (i)  A  farther  mark 
of  excellent  character,  fee  Deut.  xvii.  1 6,  &.'■  Jofh.  i  8. 
(/)  See  verfe  20.  Or  fome  ilrong  divine  impulfe,  which 
could  ealily  be  diftinguiffied.  (w)  Comp.  Ruth  ii.  d. 
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ftru&ion  and  converfion  of  upright  fouls.  b  The  Lord  ever 
encoutages  thofe  who  already  have,  and  wifh  yet  more  to  im¬ 
prove.  As  little  time  as  poflible  Ihould  be  left  vacant  from  va¬ 
luable  uie,  efpecially  where  fecular  bufinefs  occupies  much. 
Reading  aloud  at  times  is  the  way  to  be  more  deeply  imprefled. 
c  To  read  without  umlerftanding  is  of  v^ry  little  fervice. 
d  Prophecies  are  more  difficult  to  be  underltood,  than  any  other 
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lake  in  hand  to  guide  me  ?  And,  with  modsfi  affedion,  he 
defired  Philip,  if  he  had  it  in  his  power  thus  to  ( n)ferve 
him  fpiritually,  that  he  would  come  up  e  where  he  was, 
and  fit  with  him  for  a  little .  The  place  of  fcripture 
which  he  read  as  Philip  came  to  him  was  this  (0),  He 
was  led,  without  any  reftflance  or  the  leajt  mark  of  difin - 
dination ,  even  2.%  a  harmlefs  fheep  to  the  daughter  ;  and 
like  a  lamb  mildly  dumb  before  his  (p)  {hearers,  fo 
opened  he  not  his  mouth.  In  the  depth  of  his  humilia¬ 
tion  (q)  his  judgement,  by  an  unrighteous  fentence ,  was 
quite  taken  away  ;  and  who  {hall  be  left  of  tbofe  who fol¬ 
low  him  to {  declare  (r)  his  generation  ?  for  his  pure, 
innocent ,  and  ufefulMfe  (s)  is  taken  away  from  the  earth. 
And  the  eunuch  anfwered  Philip,  and  faid,  I  pray 
thee,  f  pofftble ,  tell  without  delay,  of  whom  fpeaketh  the 


(«)  Pleafant  inftance  of  humanity,  modefty,  and  love  of  truth, 
comp. If.  livi.  70.  ( 0 )  If.  liii.  7.  8.  Perhapsthe  eunuch  had  Iatelybeen 
brought  over  to  the  Jewifli  religion  ;  and  fo  was  not  ranch  acquaint, 
ed  with  the  national  expectation  of  the  Mefliah,  and  much  his  with 
theirorophecies.  (p)i  Pet.  ii  22.  Some,hisfpoilerj  that  is,  the  wolf, 
(y)  He  was  condemned  againft  all  law  and  juflice,  See  Job  xxvii. 
2.  (r)  His  difciples,  for  that  fad  fpace,  forfook  him.  Sometimes 

for  an  age.  Others,  who  (hall  declare  the  wickednefs  of  that  ge¬ 
neration  ?  for  they  took  away  his  life  who  was  the  perfection  of  in¬ 
nocence,  comp.  Lfa.  ixxiv.  10,  17.  Hcb.  vit.  24  (1)  Or,  on  ac¬ 

count  of  the  evils  which  he  endured  ;  he  was  Honoured  with  the 
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parts  of  fcripture,  2  Pet.  i.  20.  The  event  belt  explains  them. 
Therefore,  during  that  fpace,  they  cannot  be  absolutely  necef- 
fary  to  falvation  ;  in  which  laft  things,  a  careful  diligent  mind 
is  fure  to  fucceed.  Let  the  fkilful  be  confulted,  and  yet  only 
depended  upon  fo  far  as  they  are  able  to  convinee.  Good 
men  are  feldom  without  occafion  to  be  good  Good  zeal  and 
endeavours  after  fcripture  truth,  meet  with  heavenly  aids, 
Hof.  vi.  3.  Phil.  ii.  1 6.  Likewife  love  of  religious  converfe. 
Defire  to  learn,  and  defire  to  teach,  meet  well  together.  God 
fets  all  in  rule  and  order,  without  human  perception.  Happy 
they  who  in  different  feenes  and  ftations  of  life,  have  it  at 
heart  to  glorify  Chrift.  c  It  is  much  in  any,  in  a  great  peifon 
more  efpecially,  to  own  ignorance,  to  anfwer  mildly,  and 
to  invite  to  converfe.  f  The  providence  of  God  is  to  be  adored. 
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holy  prophet  of  the  highed  this  (/)  ?  Of  himfelf,  thinkeji 
thou?  or  of  fame  other  yet  greater  man  to  cone  after 
him  ?  Then  Philip  opened  his  ( u )  mouth,  and,  in  folemri 
manner  began  at  the  fame  eminent  paffnge  of  lcripture, 
and  preached  unto  him  largely  the  bleffed  Jdus,  and  bis 
divine  doClrine,fo  fuitable  to  what  bad  been  thus  foretold. 
And,  as  they  went  on  their  way,  giving  and  receiving 
delight  from  the  mcjl  inter  ejling  of  all  fubjcCts ,  they  came 
in  time  unto  a  certain  running  Vater  :  and  the  eunuch 
under  clear  and  fir  ong  faith,  laid,  See,  here  is  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  cleanftng  water  ;  what  doth  hinder  me  then , 
having  had  fo  good  an  injlrutilor ,  and  fo  much  increafe  of 
■precious  knowledge ,  to  be  injianily  baptized,  by  way  of  vi- 
fibly  prof  effing  the  true  religion  of  that  divine  perfon\x)? 
And  Philip  iaid.  If  thou  believefl  with  all  thine  heart 
the  grand  doClrinal  articles  (  y)  and  precepts  we  have  been 
difeourfing  of,  thou  certainly  may  eft.  And  heanfwered 
and  faid  (z),  I  believe  fmcerely  and  affectionately  that  Je- 
fus  Chrift  is  the  Son  and  heir ,  above  every  other ,  of  the 
one  living  and  true  God,  and  fubmit  myfelf  to  his  celefiial 
difciplme e.  And  he,  the  chamberlain,  commanded  the 


higheft  rewards.  (/)  Ifaiah,  was  a  great  fufferer ;  hot  much 
greater  was  Jefus  Chrift.  («)  See  Mat.  v  2.  (x)  Many  thirgs 

therefore  Philip  had  fpoken  to,  which  are  not  rehearfed.  )  Comp. 
Mat.  ix v iii.  2©  Afts  ii.  3?.  Rom.  x.  9,  ic.  (z)  Comp.  Afts  viii. 
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in  giving  fair  opportunities  for  religious  inftruftion.  £  How- 
happy  for  Chriftians,  had  they  refted  in  this  primitive  fimple 
confeflion.  Them  innocence  departed  with  them  corruption 
of  fuch  divine  fimplicity.  Every  new  council  formed  a  new 
formula,  which  gave  rife  to  contentions  and  falfehood.  All 
who  confefs  Jefus  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  ought  to  be  held  ns 
brethren.  To  preach  the  word  is  more  than  to  adminifter  the 
baptifmal  ceremony,  John  iv.  2.  1  Cor  i.  17.  A  cheerful 
courage  with  readinefs,  are  fit  for  one  who  would  allure  any 
to  the  gofpel-  Ambiguous,  feripture  expreflions.  fhould  be  left 
as  we  find  them.  It  is  pleafant,  with  a  becoming  humility,  both 
to  offer  and  receive  fpiritual  afliftance.  rlhe  true  fenfe  of  an¬ 
cient  prophecies,  will  not  fail  to  point  out  Chrift.  The  great- 
eft  fhould  hot  think  themfclves  above  fubmitting  to  the  dif- 
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driver  of  the  chariot  to  make  it  ftand  ftill  :  and  they 
went  down  both  into  the  water  (a),  both  Philip  the 
teacher  and  the  eunuch  who  had  been  taught ;  and  he 
(c)  baptized  him  there  into  the  name  of  JeJus  whom  he 
had  fo  freely  owned.  And,  when  they  were  come  up 
out  of  the  water,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  caught  away 
(f)  Philip  to  fame  other  place ,  and  without  allowing  much 
more  converfe ,  that  the  eunuch  faw  him  no  more  after¬ 
wards  :  and  he  went  on  his  way  rejoicing,  to  have  had 
the  true  road  to  eternal  life ,  and  by  fo  unexpected  and  fwgu - 
lar  a  providence  perfectly  (df)  laid  open  unto  him .  But  Phi¬ 
lip  was  next  found  at  (e)  Azotus11 ;  and,  palling  on 
through  the  country  where  this  lies ,  h t  fuccefsfully  preach¬ 
ed  in  all  the  other  cities,  like  Joppa ,  Lydda ,  and  Saron , 
till  he  came  to  Cefarea  (/)  on  the  Mediterranean  coaJL  • 


CHAP.  IX. 

SECT.  XLII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

AN  D  Saul  (a)y  even  as  before ,  like  a  ravening  wolf 
yet  breathing  out  bitter  threatenings  and  bloody 

39  Probably  by  immerfion.  ( a )  As  vifible  fign  of  forgivenefs, 
and  obligation  to  live  righteoufly,  Comp.  Afts  xvi.  31.  1  John  v. 
1 5.  John  i.  46,  <0.  Pfal.  ii.  7.  A xiii.  33.  Deacons  had  fuch 
power  from  apoftles.  (/>)  Perhaps  like  as  in  1  Kings  xviii.  12. 
i  Kings  ii  1 6. :  and  that  to  increafe  his  faith.  The  Eunuch  then 
nngiit,  and  probably  did  receive  fpiritual  gifts,  (c)  Comp.  Mat. 
xiii.  44.  He  carried  the  glad  tidings  to  Abyfllnia:  where  it  is 
now  mixed  with  murh  error  and  Jewifli  ceremony.  (  ?)  Or  Afh- 
dod.  <)ne  of  the  five  cities  of  the  Philiftines,  verfe  i(y.  Jofh  xiii. 
3  (e)  Different  frofn  Cefarea  Philippi,  Mntth.  xvi  13.  Called 

loimerly  the  tower  of  Straton  ;  enlarged  and  adorned  by  Herod 
the  great,  in  honour  of  Auguftus  Cefar.  See  Jofeph.  Be. I.  Jnd.  1. 
i.  c.  16.  About  4c  miles  from  Jernfalem,  comp.  A<5h  xxi.  8,  9. 
A  tarthrr  example  of  preaching  thegofpel  to  others  than  natural 
Jjws  ;  though  not  as  yet 'to  Heathers. 

{a)  Coinp.  chap.  viii.  1.  The  Jews  had  gained  cne  point,  in 
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tinguilhing  folemnities  of  the  gofpel ;  and  a  credible  profeflion  is 
all  that  minifltri  of  thegofpel  oughttorequire.  hSccljft  notcoP1. 

N 
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(laughter  againft  the  difciples  of  the  ( b )  Lord  Jefus,  on 
account  of  their  dodrine %  went  in  perfon  unto  the  high 
prieft,  and  defired  of  him  and  the  other  elders ,  letters 
if  (c)  power  to  ( d )  Damafcus  to  the  fynagogues  of 
that  city ,  that  if  he  found  any  there  of  this  (^1  way  in 
belief  and  avowed  prcfjfion,  whether  they  were  men  (/) 
or  women,  he  might  bring  them  bound  as  prifoyers 
unto  the  fupreme  JewiJh  court  at  Jerufalem  ( g\for  re¬ 
ceiving  fentence  and  for  public  execution .  An  d  as  he  jour¬ 
neyed  thither ,  he  came  near  to  Damafcus,  where  he 
hoped  to  fatiate  his  own  and  the  revenge  of  his  conjhtuents 
more  than  ever  ;  and  fuddenly  there  fhined  round 
about  him  a  fplendour  flight  (Jj)  [urpajftng  even  that  of 
the  fun  from  heaven.  And,  owing  tofurprife  with  the 
manner  of  its  approach  towards  him ,  he  fell  prcjlrate  (/) 
to  the  earth  ;  and,  in  that  fame  awful  moment ,  heard  a 
loud  and  diflincl  voice,  faying  unto  him  in  the  Hebrew 


obliging  Pilate  to  condemn  Jefus  againft  his  own  judgement,  and 
would  not  condefcend  to  afk  him  for  leave  to  persecute.  He 
winks  at  their  riots  and  irregular  proceedings.  Yet,  at  length, 
was  depofed  and  made  away  with  himfelf,  at  Vienna  of  Gaul. 
D)  See  chap.  ii.  36.  The  greater  his  fury,  the  more  wonderful 
oid  the  power  of  Jefus  appear  in  his  converfion.  (c)  Comp.  A£ts 
jrii  5.  xxvi,  12.  They  rr.uft  have  had  great  influence  over  the 
fynagogues  abroad,  (d)  An  ancient  and  powerful  city  of  Syria, 
at  a  great  diftance  from  Jerufalem  ;  and  which  has  its  name  from 
blood,  as  being  fappofed  the  place  where  Cain  fhed  that  of  Abel,  fee 
Jofeph.  Ant  1.  i.  c.  7.  Bel.  Jud.  1.  ii,  c.  25.  Comp  2  Cor.  xi.  32,  33. 
Many  thoufand  Jews  lived  here.  (.')  Metaphorical,  as  in  chap, 
xix.  9,  22.  For  left,  or  religion  (/)  Comp  viii.  3.  (^)  See 

John  xvi  2.  (A)  Comp  chap.  xiii.  6.  xxvi.  13.  A  beautiful  contrail 
to  his  fpiritual  blindnefs  from  bitter  zeal,  fee  chap  X’i.  7.  {/)  Comp, 
Dan.  viii.  1 7.  1.  9.  (y)Comp.  Matth,  xxv.40.  45 .  Luke  x.  1 6.  Chrift 
and  his  people  are  one.  A  Nazarene.  Meffi ah  might  often  before 


RE  FLECTIONS. 

*  The  imagination  is  deeply  affected  by  what  we  have  re¬ 
cently  feen,  and  been  taught.  Cruel  edicts  are  the  triumphs 
of  barbarians.  Latiantius.  liven  eminent  perfons  do  not  eafiiy 
difentangle  themfelves  from  prejudices  and  politic  attachment 
to  national  rules.  How  few  prefer  the  profeffion  of  hazardous 
truth,  to  the  acquiefcing  in  eiror?  lafe  and  lucrative  ?  Lord 
Hades.  The  rage  of  enemies  is  iucreafed  by  the  luccefs  of 
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language,  Saul,  Saul,  why  perfecuteft  b  thou  me(y')? 
And  lie  faid  as  he  could  from  ajlonijhment  and  perturba¬ 
tion,  Who  art  thou,  Lord,  whom  I fo  undefignedly  mifufe ? 
And  the  Lord  faid,  I  am  (£)  Jefus  of  Nazareth  whom 
thou  thus  violently  perfecuteft  in  thofe  beloved  people  who 
adhere  to  my  dottrine ;  be  convinced ,  therefore ,  both  for 
thine  own  fake  and  theirs ,  that  it  is  hard  objtinacy ,  and 
will  prove  dejlruttivc  for  thee  Jhould  thou  continue  to 
kick  againft  the  (/)  pricks  of  refjlance  which  Jtandc 
clofe  in  thy  way.  And  he,  trembling  to  a  great  degree 
for  bypajl  cruelties ,  and  quite  aftonifhed  with  prefent  pity¬ 
ing  csndefcenfton ,  laid,  0  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  d 
me  then  hereafter  to  do,  in  proof  of  my  fincerc  and  grate¬ 
ful  obedience?  And  the  Lord  fefus  faid  unto  him, 
Arife,  without  delay ,  and  go  into  the  city  DamaJ'cus , 
jujl  at  hand,  and  it  ftiall  be  there  told  thee  from  me 


this,  have  been  the  fubjeft  of  his  derifion.  (-1)  See  chap.  viif.  55,  <6. 


proverb  even  among  good  heathen  writers,  both  Greek  and  Ro- 
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their  perfected  brethren.  *  The  faithful  are  the  body  of 
Chrift,  and  his  members.  Charms  of  fplendid  ritual  religion, 
can  darken  the  clearelt  underloadings,  and  corrupt  the  beft 
natures.  Some  make  their  boaft  of  being  cruel  to  heretics. 
Error  from  ignorance  and  no  malice,  is  pitiable.  People  pf 
high  fierce  minds  mud  be  pulled  do\Vn,  in  order  to  in(tru£t 
them.  To  contend  againft  fuperior  power,  is  to  bring  certain 
ruin  and  deftruefion  upon  people’s  felves.  Young  people  do 
often  imbibe  prejudices  agaiuft  the  gofpel,  from  hafty  and  fu- 
percilious  opinions  of  their  feniors,  and  even  teachers.  c  Im¬ 
potent  rage  hurts  one’s  felf.  d  Fiercenefs  fubdued,  inclines  to 
zealous  obedience  God  and  the  Lord  Jefus  love  fuch  furvices. 
We  fhould  be  defirous  of  repairing  the  mifehief  we  have  oc- 
cafioned  Pcrfecution  may  make  hypocrites,  but  no  real  con¬ 
verts.  The  growth  of  irreligion  is  one  certain  conference  of 
a  perfecting  fyllem  !  Saul  once  the  chief  of  Tinners,  is  now- 
revered  asthegreateft  of  the  apoftles }  and  loved  as  the  dear- 
eft  of  faints.  Adorable  fovereign  grace !  Ifa.  Iv.  8.  Every 
convitfted  Tinner  Ihould  thus  defire  of  Jefus  to  write  his  own 
Jterms;  and  employ  all  their  after  powers  for  his  ftrvice,  Pfal. 

Na 


ioo  acts  of  the  Chap.  IX. 

what  thou  muft  do.  And  the  men  which  journeyed 
with  him  for  aiding  bis  cruel  defigns ,  ftood  for  a  while  (???) 
fpeecldefs  like  fo  many  dead Jlatues ,  hearing  a  tremendous 
voice  (»),  but  feeing  no  man,  even  where  the  light  and 
found  did  fcem  to  come  from .  And  Saul,  agreeable  to  ai - 
•vine  command  (o),  arofe  by  ajfiflance  from  the  earth: 
and  when  the  lids  of  his  eyes  were  opened,  he  faw  ( p ) 
even  then  no  man  of  tbofe  who  flood  near  him  ;  but  they 
who  had  been  witneffes  of  the  above  tranfattion ,  led  him, 
fomewhat  after  the  manner  of  a  bound  prifoner ,  by  the 
hand,  and  brought  him  through  the  fuburbs  andjlrects 
into  the  ( q )  city  Damafcus.  And  he  was  at  his  lodgings 
there  for  three  full  days  without  fight,  and  all  that  time , 
from  deep  humiliation  (r)  neither  did e  regularly  eat  nor 
drink. 
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AND  new  the  light  of  gladnefs  awaits  him  :  for  there 
was  a  certain  eminent  difciple  (a)  of  Chnjl  at  Damafcus, 
named  Ananias ;  and  to  him  laid  the  Lord  Jefus  in  a 
( b )  vilion,  Ananias.  And  he  laid,  in  return  *,  Behold, 

mar.  (m)  Comp.  chap.  xxvi.  14.  Gen.  xix.  7.  John.  xii.  29.  Dan. 
X.  7.  Fora  time  this  might  be,  though  they  did  afccrwarcs,  like 
6aul,  link  down.  (»)  This  10  th^m  was  not  articulate  ;  chap.  xxii. 
9.  Johnxii.  2S.  ('/)  £>et  Dan.  viii.  iS  (p)  being  overpowered 

with  heavenly  light,  verfe  9,  12,  17,  is.  xxii.  1  1.  t  hus  blind  of 
underftan'Jinghad  he  been,  in  iridll  of  the  marvellous  light  of  the 
gofpel.  His  thoughts  would  be  turned  the  more  inward,  that  he 
could  net  fee.  (7)  By  luth  means,  the  miraculous  hiftory  could 
not  fail  to  be  known. 

(a)  Said  by  (Ecomenius  to  he  one  of  the  feventy  ;  by  Auguftin, 
a  Prefbyter  ;  and  by  Do*ntheus,  after  this  bifhops  or  Damafcus, 
Comp.  Dan.  i  6.  See.  (A)  Or  extafy.  He  nvght  appear  to  him 
ns  an  angel;  or  in  that  form  by  which  he  had  before  known  him. 

REFLECTIO  N>S. 

exxvi.  5.  c  Deep  repentance,  with  fnitable  prayers,  inclines 
fo  falling,  at  lead  in  paTt. 

*  A  true  Chriltian  heart  is  ever  prompt  to  hear  and  obey. 
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I  am  here,  Lord,  ready  to  (r)  obey  whatever  you  command. 
And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him,  Arife,  and  go,  without 
delay ,  unto  the  ftreet  which  is  called  ( d )  Straight,  and 
inquire  in  the  houfe  of  Judas  (e)  who  lives  there ,  for 
one  called  Saul  of  (/)  Tarfus,/ro/w  that  city  of  his  birth : 
for  %  behold,  he  now  prayeth  ( g)  under  deep  concern  on 
account  of  what  he  has  been ,  and  earnejlly  wijhes  to  be  di¬ 
re  fled  in ;  and  he  alfo  hath  fecn  in  a  vilion  fupernatural , 
like  this  prefent  one  of  yours ,  a  man  named  to  him  Ana¬ 
nias,  coming  in  as  of  his  own  accord,  and,  with  great  ten - 
dernefs ,  putting  his  hand  on  him,  t^hat  he  might  there¬ 
by  (/j)  receive  his  fight.  Then  Ananias,  being  ignorant 
of  the  appearance  to  Saul  while  he  journeyed ,  anlwered, 
like  an  ■ajlonijhed  perfon  who  would  exenfe  himfelf  Lord,  I 
have  heard  by  many  unexceptionable  tefiimonies  of  this 
fame  man,  how  much  fevere  evil  he  hath  done,  both  im¬ 
mediately  and  from  his  injligation  of  others,  to  thy  bejl  (/) 
faints  (/)  at  Jerufalem  :  and  here  too,  l  am  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  he  hath  obtained  authority  by  requejl  from  the 
chief  Jewiflo  prielts,  to  bind  all  up  to  be  tried  as  infamous 
malefadors  that  call  with  firm  faith  on  thy  ( kymojt  bleffed 
c  name  (/).  But  the  Lord  laid  unto  him,  Go  thy 
way,  without  the fmallefi  apprehenfion  of  any  fuch  mifehief 
again  :  for  he  is  now  become  a  cholen  {in )  veffel  unto  me, 

(rJSee  Matth.  xxi.  30.  (d)  being  more  fo  probably,  than  mod  of 

the  red,  fee  Ifa  xv.  3.  {e)  Or  Judah.  Probably  an  intimate. 

(/)  A  city  of  Cilicia,  fee  chap.  xxi.  39  xxi?  3.  ( g )  Or  fpendeth 

hjs  time  in  praying,  fee  verfe  9.  (/»)  See  chap.  viii.  17.  (>)  chrif- 

tiuns  leparated  by  faith  and  holy  profeflion,  from  the  large  body 
of  unbelievers,  fee  verfe  32,  41.  (y)  1'he  capital  of  Judea.  (^)  So 
i  Cor.  i.  2.  [torn.  x.  1  3.  2  Tim  ii,  22.  They  fung  a  hymn  to 
t  hrid,  as  a  God.  Pliny.  (/)  Put  for  himfelf,  chap  vii  ^8.  (w)  A. 
veflel  of  eledion,  Hebraifm,  like  Luke  xvi.  9.  Or  ufetul  indruinent, 

REFLECTIONS. 

b  Grace  and  liberal  comfort  come  of  prayer.  Nothing  is  done 
out  of  order,  that  is  done  at  Chriit  Jefus’  command  How- 
admirable  his  condefcenfion  and  care  !  Brotherly  a ILft ion  is 
ready  to  embrace  the  greateft  Tinners,  when  they  are  brought 
to  Chilli.  They  fhpuld  Ibve  much,  who  have  had  much  for¬ 
given,  Luke  vii.  48.  and  be  a&ive  in  fervice.  c  Jefus  Chriit, 


i®2  acts  of  the  Chap.  IX. 

to  bear  with  fuccefs  the  knowledge  of  my  name,  even  as 
any  other  felett  mejfcnger ,  before  the  (n)  idolatrous  Gen¬ 
tiles,  and  before  (0)  kings  thtr.ifelves ,  of  highejl  dignity , 
and  the prefent pcrfecuting  children  of  Ifrael :  for  I  will 
fhew  him  at  large ,  both  by  word  and  his  own(p)  experi¬ 
ence  of  what  he  hath  made  others  go  through ,  how  great 
things  he  muft  henceforth  cheerfully  fuffer  by  cruel  hatred , 
imprifonmentsflripes , danger s  ,anddeatb  for  my  name's  fake 
and  the  propagation  of  divine  truth  among  men.  And  Ana¬ 
nias,  now  fully  fatis/ied,  went  his  way,  and  entered  with 
pleafure  into  the  lioufe  of  Judas ,  where  Saul  was  ;  and, 
putting  his  (y)  hands  on  him  with  tender  and  fought 
permijfum ,  faid,  my  dear  Chrijlian  brother  (r)  Saul,  thd 
Lord,  even  Jefus  that  appeared  unto  thee  in  the  way 
as  thou  cameft  hither ,  hath  fent  (\r)  me  upon  this  truly 
gracious  defign ,  that  thou  mighteft  receive  thy  fight  as 
formerly ,  and  be,  now  and  in  all  time  coming ,  filled  with 
miraculous  powers  of  (/)  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And  imme¬ 
diately  there  fell  from  his  eyes  ( [u )  as  it  had  been  feales 
of  certain  coagulated  humours;  and  he  received  fight 
forthwith,  and  arofe,  and  was  d  publicly  baptized 
to  evidence  his  converfion ,  and  no  left  certainly  the  remijfion 
of  hypajl  fins.  And  when  he  had  received  meat,  ufter 
fo  long  fifing,  he  was  mojl  fenfibly  flrengthened. 

2  Tim.  i*.  21.  (n)  Comp,  Ifa.  xlix.  6.  (3)  See  chapters  xiiv, 
ixv.xuvi.  (/>)  Comp,  Pfal.  lx.  9  lxxi.  ic.  (7)  See  Mark  xvi. 

I H.  ^<51*  xxu  13,  14.  (r)  See  chap.  vi„  3.  (/)  Comp.  chap,  vii, 
56  r  Cor,  xv.  8.  (t)  See  chip,  viii.  15,  17.  How  could  thofe 

things  have  happened,  unleft  Jsfus had  been  alive;  and  in  a  glo¬ 
rious  flate  of  exaltation  ?  Ccmp.  I  Cor.  xiv,  ib  Gal.  i  17.  AfU 
ixvi.  19.  («)  A  moll  lively  emblem  of  the  veils  being  done  a- 

way  from  his  heart,  2  Cor,  iii,  14,  16, 

REFLECTIONS. 

therefore,  who  is  exalted  in  his  kingdom  to  all  power  in  heaven 
and  011  earth,  may  be  religioufly  invoked,  fee  Adis  vii  59. 
d  He  pities  next  to  involuntary  ignorance,  and  (Irong  preju¬ 
dice  from  it  How  great  an  argument  againft  unbelieving 
Jews,  is  this  converfion  of  Paul’s  ?  Phil.  iii.  4,  &c.  1  Cor.  iv. 
it,  &c.  2  Cor.  xi.  27.  &c.  A£tsxx.  19,  iz,  xix,  u. 


.APOSTLES* 


SECT.  XXIV.  FROM  MIDDLE  OF  VERSE  XIX. 

THEN  was  Saul  in  converfation  and  worfhip  certain 
days  with  the  difciples  of  Jefus  which  were  ( a )  at  Da¬ 
rn  afcus.  And  ftraightway  he  preached  with  freedom 
and  zeal  what  was  revealed  to  him  by  Chrift,  in  the  Jew* 
ifh  fynagogues  of  that  city ,  firmly  proving a  by  miracles , 
and  the  whole  tenour  of  the  prophetic  writings ,  that  lie 
whom  they  had  Jo  lately  and  bajely  crucified  is  for  certain 
the  royal  (b)  Son  of  God — the  great  and  looked  for  Mefl 
fiah .  But  all  that  heard  him  in  thofe  facred places  were 
amazed,  and  faid  one  to  another ,  Is  not  this  he,  on  whom 
fo  great  and  fudden  a  change  is  made,  that,  but  fome few 
days  before ,  deftroytd,  to  the  utmojl  extent  of  his  authority  $ 
them  which,  profeffmg  Chrifiian  belief  called  on  this 
name  of  Jefus  at  each  of  their  wonderful  healing  operations 
in  the  city  g/Jerufalem ;  and  like  wife  camehither(V'jfor  that 
avowed  intent  that  he  might  bring  them  boundf or  judge¬ 
ment  and  execution,  to  the  chief  priefts  who  have  their  mofl 
ufual  rejidence  there ?  Buf  Saul,  the  more  he  was  taken  notice 
of  and  oppofed ,  increafed  fo  much  the  more  in  flrength  of 
zeal  under  divine  influences,  and  confounded  the  (d) 
Jews  by  his  various  folid  and  irrefiflible  arguments  upon  the 
Jide  of  pure  gofpcl  faith ,  proving  that  this  Jefus  of  Naza* 

(a)  Comp.  A<5h  i.  xy.viii  1,  3.  Afterwards  he  turned  into  Ara¬ 
bia,  Gal.  i.  1 7  lie  knew  too  much  of  the  Jewilh  zeal,  to  declare 
unto  them  as  yet  his  own  converfion.  (b)  Comp.  Plat,  ii-  7.  Aft* 
viii.  37.  Various  particulars  may  be  fupplied  to  this  narrative 
from  chapters  xxii  and  xxvi.  Gal.  i  2  Cor.  xi.  32.  The  power 
ot  the  Jews  in  Damafrus,  was  not  fo  great  as  it  had  been.  Jofiph - 
1.  18.  c.  7.  They  had  at  this  time  the  firft  offer,  (c)  See  verfc 
ii.  14.  chap.  viii.  37  (d)  Comp.  chap.  vi.  io.  1  Cor.  ii.  16.  Rout. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Enemies  to  truth  are  beft  vanquifhed  with  their  own  wea-v 
pons.  Our  Lord’s  ufual  method,  is,  to  let  light  into  men’s 
minds  as  they  are  able  to  bear  it.  Even  when  a  finner  is  for¬ 
given,  he  can  hardly  forgive  himfelf;  and  willies  fervently  to 
teftify  his  love,  by  the  greuteft  ftudy  and  diligence  to  convert 
others. 
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rcth  is  very  (e)  Chrift,  and  that  it  was  in  •Lain  for  them  to 
look  for  another . 

SECT.  XLV.  FROM  VERSE  XXIII. 

AND,  after  that  many  ( a )  days  were  fulfilled,  the 
Jews,  finding  it  tmpojfdde  to  anfwer  his  arguments,  took 
counlel  (f)  among  thanfehes  how  toa  kill  him  hv  conspi¬ 
racy.  But  their  laying  await  for  this  pnrpofe ,  was 
wade  known  of  Saul,  by  undoubted  evidence;  ar.d  that 
they  watched  all  the  gates  of  the  city  day  and  night,  by 
fome  fudden  flroke  to  kill  him.  Then  the  difciples  of 
Chrift ,  to  whom  he  bad  imparted  his  information ,  being  an¬ 
xious  to  preferve  fo  valuable  a  life .  took  him  by  night h, 
and  let  him  down,  with  the  uimojl  fecrecy ,  by  the  fide 
wall  (c)  in  a  bafket.  And  when  Saul  was  (d)  come 
from  thence  to  Jerufalem  the  capital,  he  afiaved  to  join 
himfelf  familiarly  to  certain  of  the  difciples :  but,  front 
remembrance  of  his  early  and  bitter  perfections,  they  were 
all  afraid  of  convcrftng  clofe  with  him,  and  believed  not 
for  fome  time  that  he,  fo  fignalized  for  rage  againft  the 
church ,  was  a  (<?)  real  difciple.  But  Barnabas  (/)  at 

iv.  20.  (e)  The  fame  as  Ion  of  God,.verfe  20.  fee  Mattb.  xvi.  16. 

Mark  viii.  29.  Luke  ii.  2 c. 

(a)  Or  much  time.  Hrbraifrr.  like  Gen.  v.  5,  P,  11.  Aits  vi, 
3.  Suppofed  to  comprehend  ihrce  years  from  the  corverfi'n  of 
Saul,  after  his  return  from  Arahn,  fee  Gal.  i.  17,  iP.  (A)  How 
foon  was  verfe  16  fulfilled  '  (r)  PofliWy  Paul  was  let  down  by 

the  window  of  a  pouf;  built  on  the  city  wall,  2  L  or  ii.  32.  Jofh.  ii- 
15.  (<^)  Cornp  chap  x.  28.  J<'hn  iv  9  (e)  They  were  taught 

to  beware  of  wolves  in  fheep's  clothing,  Mat.  vii.  15.  Aretas’s 
ppflefling  Damafcus  then,  free  intercourfe  with  Jerufalem  was 
much  ohftmft  d.  fee  2  Cor  xi.  31,  32.  They  might  fufp'A  him 
ftill,  after  all  that  thev  had  heard,  to  be  a  feigned  convert.  (/)  See 
chap.  iv.  3 6,  37.  They  might  before  this,  have  been  known  to 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  When  arguments  cannot  he  anfwered,  the  enemies  of  truth 
feldom  fail  to  ufe  violence.  Here  is  full  proof,  that  not  a 
hair  of  the  head  can  fall  to  the  ground  without  divine  permif- 
fion.  Paul  had  yet  many  things  to  do  and  to  fuffer.  b  It  is 
lawful,  by  every  fair  mean,  to  avoid  perfcculion,  Mat.  x.  23. 


Ai?(59TLE5* 


Sdcl.  XLV. 


105 


took  him  ( g)  as  by  the  handy  With  an  indeated 
friendfhipy  and  c  brought  him  to  the  other  apoftles  to  be 
acknowledged  by  them  )tkeiuifey  and  declared  at  full  length 
( h)  how  lie*  whom  they  were  now  to  receive y  had  feen  the 
Lord  Jefus  in  the  way  to  Damafcusy  and  that  he  had 
fpoken  to  him  with  immediate  mild ,  yet  powerful  efficacy  ; 
and  how,  ever  fincCy  he,  the  late  violent perfecutory  had 
preached  boldly  and  openly  at  Damafcus  and  elfewhere  d 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  their  common  gracious 
vuifler .  And  he  was  with  thcm.yi  <?/7z  that  time  forward \ 
coming  in  with  freedom  to  the  apojtlesy  and  going  out, 
after  like  eafy  manner  (f),  While  he  and  they  abode  together 
at  Jerufalem.  And  he  fpake  boldly  everywhere  in  the 
name,  and  as  an  ambajfador  of  the  exalted  Lord  Jefus* 
and  difputcd  with  zeal,  not  only  againfl  native  Hebrews , 
but  againfl:  the  late  profelyted  Grecians  (j)  to  their  reli¬ 
gion  :  but  they,  in  great  numbers  y  even  as  the  people  of 
Damafcus  1  waving  anfwers  of  reafon  to  bis  flrong  argument Jj 
went  about  to  flay  him  either  by  violence  or  fubtilty • 
Which  when  the  Chriflian  brethren  knew  of  upon  pro¬ 
per  evidence y  they  brought  him  down  without  delay  to 
Ce fa rea- Philppi  (£),  by  the  ?nofl  prudent  meafures  they 
could  contrive ,  and  from  that  fen t  him  forth  properly  re¬ 
commended  to  ' /)  Tarfus,  at  no  great  diflnncey  where  he  was 
borUyUnd  ?nig  htjliil  have  numbers  of  his  relations  and  acquain- 


fach  01  her.  So  Luke  ix,  4.7.  xiv.  4.  Heb.  vii;.  9.  (£)  Comp. 
John  vii.  13,26  li.  54.  (J)  Com  a  Afts  i.  21.  Gil.  i.  id, 

19.  How  darnahas  was  rnform'-d  of  rhefe  particulars,  is  neither 
certain  nor  material  Paul  he  knew  a<fLd  as  one  having  com- 
tmrtion.  ( j)  See  chap.  vi.  9.  Hs  fcarce  foonet  beg  >n  to  preach 
thegofne),  then  he  was  made  a  candidate  for  the  croL.  (if)  Not 
that  in  chip.  viii.  10  Comp.  Afts  ix.  ti.ttl  39.  (/)  Oace  the 

capital  ot  Cili  ia,  in  the  LeiTer  Afia  ;  on  the  fide  of  the  Levine  Sea* 
mar  the  mouth  of  the  river  CydnUs  ;  the  place  of  St.  Paul's  birth, 


REFLECTIONS* 


John  vii.  1.  viii.  15.  The  lefs  One  cares  for  themfelve*,  in  a 
nvay  of  duty,  the  more  they  are  worthy  to  be  faved.  c  Tender 
faithful  friondfliip  is  belt  eftablifhed  upon  timilat  pious  princi¬ 
ples*  d  The  reproachful  nam**  of  an  apoftlu*,  is  peculiarly  try* 
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lances  alive  e.  Then  had  the  f  fever al  chn'rches  of  Jefus 
jeit  ( m ) from  violent  perfection  throughout  all  Judea, 
and  Galilee,,  and  Samaria,  and  were  edified  to  Jtrong 
faith  and  virtue  ;  and  walking  in  the  true  filial  fear  of 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  hope ,  by  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  were  multiplied  (w)  to  a  great 
degree . 


SECT.  XLVI.  FROM  VERSE  XXXII. 

AND  it  came  to  pafs,  at  this  favourable  juncture ,  as 
Peter  pafled  throughout  all  thefe  quarters  V°  teach,  ad - 
monijh ,  and  confirm  true  believers ,  he  came  down  alfoto 
the  (a)  faints  of  that  fame  order  which  dwelt  at  (b) 
Lydda.  And  there  he  found  a  certain  man  named 

and  In  which  he  had  familiars  and  relations.  ( ni)  Or  congrega¬ 
tions  ;  making  in  whole,  hut  one  church.  Tertullian  and  Eufebe 
fay,  that  this  was  owing  to  Tiberius  Cefar,  hearing  of  miracles  done 
by  Chrift.  Or  it  might  rather  be  owing  to  Caligula’s  order,  to 
have  his  ftatue  fet  up  and  worfhipped  in  the  temple,  (w)  So  in 
chrip.ii.n. 

(a)  See  verfe  13.  (b)  Numbered  among  the  cities  in  connec¬ 

tion  with  Judea ;  and  not  far  from  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean 

REFLECTIONS, 

mg  *  One  additional  proof  of  the  gofpel,  is  that  of  its  con¬ 
verting  great  Tinners.  f  They  who  are  concerned  for  Chrift’a 
glory,  (hould  trufi:  to  his  authority  and  power.  The  faithful 
have  fome  days  of  joyous  eafe  given  them,  by  way  of  refpite, 
Pfal.  ci.  1.  Much  comfort  flows  from  mutual  unity  and  con¬ 
cord.  Sedition  and  civil  war  do  often  turn  the  courfe  of 
barbarity  from  off  innocent  perfecuted  people.  Dion,  bijbop  of 
rtlex.  A  church  arifing  from  oppreflion,  is  frequently  built 
with  more  glory  than  before.  Lahantrus.  Says  the  fame  fine 
author;  Dming  the  time  in  which  the  Church  fuffered  no  vio¬ 
lent  afla ults  from  her  enemies,  fhe  extended  her  hands  unto  the 
eaft,  and  unto  the  weft  •,  infomuch  that  now  there  was  not  any 
the  mod  remote  corner  of  the  earrh  to  which  the  divine  reli¬ 
gion  had  not  penetrated,  and  thereby  became  mild  and  gentle. 
Reft  fhouldbe  enjoyed  with  much  godly  edifying  fear. 

a  Such  is  the  duty  of  a  true  pallor.  How  blefled  are  they 
who, like  Jefus,  go  about  continually  doing  good,  A£U  x,  38. 
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(V)Eneas,whichhadZw/zkept  clofejhvtupinhxs  bed  eight 
years,  and  all  that  time  was  lick  and  dijahled  of  the  palfy 
(7/)  to  a  defperate  incurable  degree.  And  Peter  (aid  unto 
him,  by  a  divine  impulfe(e )9  Eneas,  Jefus  Chrift  h,  that 
glorious  prince  Mefjiah  whom  the  Jews  did  crucify ,  by  his 
?nighty  reigning  power ,  maketh  thee  whole  at  this  very 
injtant  ;  arife,  without  delay  (/),  under  this  belief  \  and 
make  thy  own  bed,  in  proof  of  your  entire  recovery .  And, 
upon  that  fingleword  of  his ,  he  arofe  immediately.  And 
moftpart  of  all  that  dwelt  in  celebrated  Lydda,  and  Sa- 
ron  in  the  neighbourhood ,  law  him  afterwards ,  and  know¬ 
ing  him  to  have  been  thus  wonderfully  healed ,  (/j)  turned 
themfelves  with  true  faith  to  ferve  the  Lord. 

SECT.  XLVII.  FROM  VERSE  XXXVI. 

NOW  there  was  for  the  prefent  at  (a)  Joppa,  a  cer¬ 
tain  female  difciple  of  Chrijly  named f  ^)Tabit ha,  which, 
by  interpretation,  is  called  Dorcas  :  this  worn  an  7  life 
was  full  of  all  forts  of  good  works,  and  particularly 
alms-deeds  which  Ihe  did  (c)  greatly  delight  in.  And 
it  came  to  pafs  in  thole  days  that  fhe  was  lick  a  to  an 
extreme  degree ,  and  then  died  :  whom  when  they  had 
walhed,  agreeable  to  the  manner  of  this  age  and  place ,  in 
order  to  burial  (J),  they  laid  her  corps  (e)yfor  fame  while? 

fc a.  (t)  Greek,  fignifying  laudable.  ( d )  See  Mat-  ix.  2.  (?)  Tak¬ 
ing  no  glory  to  himfelf,  comp.  chap.  iii.  6,  iz.  (/*)  neing  at 
home,  he  needed  not  to  carry  it,  as  in  Matth.  ix.  6.  (g)  borne 

AfTaron,  a  country  bordering  upon  the  Mediterranean  fca  ;  comp, 
i  Chron.  v.  16.  Ifa.  xxxiii,  9.  (/>)  See  chap,  iii.  19. 

{a)  Some  read  japha,  a  celebrated  city  on  the  Mediterranean 
Tea.  J  >nah  i.  3.  Now  Jaffa.  30  miles  N.  W  of  Jerufalem.  (/>)  A 
Syriac  name  ;  explained  in  Greek  by  Dorca9,  fignifying  roe,  or 
fawn.  In  Latin,  by  Caprea  a  wild  goat,  (r)  See  verfe  39.  comp, 
ifa.  i.  xxi.  A«2s  xiii.  10.  (d)  Performed  by  near  friends.  (e)  Cer- 

REFLECTIONS. 

b  A  fure  argument  of  Chrift’s  divine  exaltation.  Pious  humi¬ 
lity  transfers  all  to  heaven.  c  By  charitable  ads,  health  of 
fouls  is  promoted. 

*  The  very  belt  are  liable  to  trouble  and  death.  The  courfe 
of  nature  is  not  Hopped,  on  their  account  \  yea,  God  fo  orders 
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in  an  upper  chamber.  And  forafmuch  as  Lydda  was 
niglLto  (/)  Joppa,  and  the  Chri/tian  difciples  who  lived 
in  it  had  heard  that  Peter  was  there  teaching  divine 
truth  and  confirming  the  fame  by  miracles ,  they  fent  unto 
him  two  men  of  fpecial  credit ,  defiring  him  that  he 
would  not  (g)  by  any  means  delay  to  come  to  themybr 
advice  and  ajfifiance* .  Then  Peter  arofe,y2>  foon  as  the 
xneffengers  came,  and  went  with  them  in  hafie  to  where  the 
deceafcd  lay .  When  he  was  come  to  Joppa ,  they  brought 
him  into  the  upper  chamber  of'Tabitha’s  houfe ,  where 
be  might  look  upon  the  (h)  dear  remains  of  Jo  amiable  and 
ufeful  a  perfen  :  and  all  the  poor  lone  w  idows  whom  fi  e 
had  been  accujiomed  to  ferve,  ftood  by  him  weeping  (/) 
out  the  fever  e  and  genuine  for  rows  of  their prefent  iofs,  and 
Owwir.  gjbtne f pc  cime  ns  of  the  coats  and  garments  which 
Dorcas  made  c  only  for  giving  away  to  proper  objefls(j), 
while  {he  was  continued  in  life  w  ith  them.  But  Peter 
by  intreaty  d  put  them  all  forth  of  ihe(k)  chamber ,  that 
he  might  pour  out  the  unfeigned  fervours  of  his  heart  with 
fo  much  the  more  freedom ,  and  kneeled  down  and  prayed 
far  leave  and  ability  to  rejtore  departed  life  ;  and,  turning 


tain  figns  all  of  her  dcaih.  (f)  Only  a  few  miles  diflant.  (^)  Or 
he  grieved,  Greek  (6)  They  teem  to  huve  inclined,  that  he  would 
raife  her  from  the  dead,  though  they  had  not  confidence  to  A k 
fuchathing.  (i)  Comp.  Markv.  38.  (j)  See  verfe  36.  (i) 


REFLECTIONS. 

it.  b  The  lofs  of  dear  and  ufeful  friends  is  peculiarly  pitiable. 
c  An  urgent  petitioner  does  what  he  can,  to  work  up  even  the 
known  charitable  in  their  favourite  good  works.  Moving  ob¬ 
jects  lead  to  compaflion.  By  figns  of  grief,  delire  is  (trongly 
pxprefi’ed.  d  Loud  lamentation  is  a  hindrance  to  prayer.  A 
weak  female  fpirit,  is  not  lit  to  witnels  the  riling  of  one  from 
the  dead.  By  faith  and  prayer,  the  virtvie  of  the  fpirit  is  in- 
preafed.  An  ornament  to  religion,  cannot  well  be  fpared  in  its 
tender  infant  (late.  The  bias  of  the  human  mind  to  benefac¬ 
tors,  is  very  ftrong.  There  are  circumftances  in  which  money 
is  of  far  lefs  ufe  to  the  poor,  than  neceflaries  and  conveniences 
for  immediate  fupply.  By  parting  through  kind  hands,  charity 
is  more  than  doubled.  The  memory  of  good  atfions  furvives 
to  the  credit  of  character,  prafeflion,  and  glory  of  God.  No 
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him,  in  the  firm  faith  that  this  would  happen,  to  the  dead 
body,  laid  unto  it ,  by  the  authoritative  name  of  his  great 
Lord,  as  though  living  already ,  Tabitha,  ari  it  from  thence 
to  complete  power  for  thy  favourite  beneficent  works  again . 
And  me  opened  her  eyes  :  and,  when  Ihe  faw  Peter, 
{he  fat  up.  And,  in  the  fame  moment ,  he  gave  her  his 
hand,  and  lifted  her  up  to  her  feat ;  and  when  he  had 
called  back  the  faints  and  widows  who  had  left  the 
room  at  his  dtjire(l),  he  prefented  her  quite  alive  and 
found  in  her  health  as  ever.  And,  being  a  miracle  of fo 
extraordinary  a  kind,  it  was  quickly  known  throughout 
all  Joppa;  and  many,  more  than  even  before ,  believed 
in  the  exalted  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl.  And  it 
came  to  pafs  that  he,  the  great  injtrument  of  fuch  divine 
miraculous  operation ,  tarried e  many  days  after  in  Joppa, 
where  he  had  reafon  from  the  good  feed  fown ,  to  look  for  a 
rich  harvejt  of  fouls,  and  his  dwelling  was  with  one  Simon 
a  tanner. 


CHAP.  X. 

SECT.  XLVIII.  FROM  VERSET. 

WHILE  Peter  abode  here,  there  was  a  certain 
man  in  the  neighbouring  celebrated  city  of  (j) 

in  i  Kings  xvii.  19,  2c.  comp.  Mutth  ir  25.  Mirk  v.  40. 
(/)  How  great  mull  their  joy  have  been  I  Till  then,  no  doubt, 
the  ccleftial  benevolent  fpirii  had  been  kept  back  from  its  own 
place. 

(d)  See  chap.  viii.  40.  The  firft  fruits  from  among  the  Gen¬ 
tile*.  Now  called  to  a  fpirilual  warfare,  comp.  lfa.  ii.  4,  1 1.  Mat. 

REFLECTIONS, 

feed  of  vain  glory  doth  mix  with  gracious  a&s  of  faith.  e  Pious 
friends  given  back  to  their  relations,  is  juft  caufe  of  rejoicing. 
They  who  are  thus  reftored,  only  to  become  more  ufeful,  do 
thereby  add  to  their  eternal  weight  of  glory.  Where  Ihould 
preachers  abide  with  fo  much  content,  as  among  thofe  who 
are  willing  to  receive  benefit ! 


no  actsofthe  Chap.  X. 

Cefarea  called  ( b )  Cornelius,  a  (7)  centurion  of  the  (d) 
foldiery  band  called  the  Italian  ( e )  band,  a  devout  man, 
had  feparated  himfelf from  idolaters  to  pure  worjhip  ; 
and  one  that,  according  to  his  right  belief, ‘  feared  God 
Jmcerely ,  and  all  his  (/)  houfe  1  with  him;  which,  /t? 
place  of  too  prevailing  ( g)  rapacioufnefs  at  that  timed  gave, 
out  of  pure  benevolence ,  much  feafonable  alms  to  the  needy 
(If)  people  of  all  denominations  ^  and,  confidently  with  his 
ether  duties ,  prayed  to  God  (?)  ahvay :  he  faw  in  a  vi- 
fion  when  awake ,  and  evidently  (_/),  as  with  his  bodily 
eyes ,  about  the  (k)  ninth  hour  of  the  day,  an  angel  of 

xxviii.  19.  In  a  time  of  extenfive  tranquillity,  it  was  meet  to  go 
forth  among  the  Gentiles  and  preach.  (£)  A  Roman  one,  and 
famous,  like  .Cornelius,  Sripio,  Lenrulus,  Sylla.  (c)  Or  com¬ 
mander  of  an  hundred,  fee  Mat.  viii.  5.  (</)  Or  legion,  contain¬ 

ing  many  cohorts.  Some  had  their  name  from  numbers ;  and 
others  from  thtir  place,  fee  chap,  xxvii,  1,  xxi.  31.  (r)  Either 
from  Italics  of  Spain,  or  Silius  Italicus;  or  from  the  foidiers  be¬ 
ing  moflly,  if  not  all,  of  Italy.  (/)  Or  family.  His  qualities  were 
truly  wonderful,  from  being  a  Heathen,  and  bred  up  to  arms ; 
comp.  chap.  xvii.  4.  Luke  vii.  5.  (g)  See  Luke  jit.  14.  (A)  He 
might  indeed,  and  probably  did  prefer  Jews,  by  whom  he  had 
profited  much,  comp.  A6hxxi.  39,  4c.  xxvi.  1 7,  24  (/')  Often, 

regularly,  both  in  public  and  private,  (j)  See  verfe  30.  Luke  i. 
1 1.  (v£)  Three  afternoon,  an  hour  for  Jewifh  public  prayer,  fee 

chap.  iii.  i.  To  him  who  ufed  what  he  had,  was  given  more. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Good  and  near  examples  have  great  influence.  A  right 
knowledge  of  God,  leads  to  faith  in  Chrift,  John  vi.  44,  45. 
comp.  2  Tim.  iii. ,8.  John  viii.  47.  True  religion  lias  proved 
always  fubfervient  to  the  mod  valuable  purpofes.  It  is  com¬ 
monly  feen  that  thofe  of  a  family  do  frame  themfelves  upon 
the  matter  of  it.  The  liberal  and  devout  are  well  prepared 
for  believing  ChrifTs  religion.  "What  is  bellowed  upon  the 
poor,  the  Lord  accounts  as  done  to  himfelf.  Sacred  exercifes 
ought  to  be  our  daily  bufinefs  and  pleafure.  Not  only  virtue, 
but  piety  maintained  in  a  tempting  life,  is  moll  amiable  and 
exemplary  Prayers  with  alms,  add  beauty  and  acceptance  to 
each  other.  Doincftie  religion  in  an  evil  day,  requires  a  good 
degree  of  heroifm,  Jofli.  xxiv.  15.  b  Where  devotion  operates, 
jultice  with  generous  human  love,  the  charadler  is  complete. 
Works  agreeable  to  right  reafon,  and  from  a  fincere  mind,  are 
accepted  by  Go  1,  Cornelius  underftood  religion  to  confill  in 
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God  coining  in  to  him  who  had  been  a  heathen ,  and 
faying  unto  him,  by  name,  Cornelius.  And  \tfhen  he 
looked  earnejlly  on  him  he  was  afraid  of  fo  fudden  an 
appearance  and  augujl  form ,  and  faid,  not withjland ingy 
What  is  it.  Lord  you  would  intend  by  this  ?  And  h affront 
above ,  faid  unto  him,  Thy  repeated  fervent  prayers  and 
thine  alms  from  an  upright  (/),  though  imperfect c  flute 
both  of  belief  and  practice,  are  come  up  to  heaven  ( m )  as 
incenfe,  for  what  may  be  compared  to  a  (>/)  fragrant  me¬ 
morial  before  the  omnifeieni  God.  And  now(o),  to  be 
convinced  of  this ,  fend  fomeof  thy  men  to  Joppa,  and  call 
for  one  (p)  Simon,  whofe  furname  is  Peter  ;  he  lodg- 
cth  with  one  of  his  own  d  name ,  Simon  (q),  by  trade  a 
tanner,  whofe  houfe  is  near  by  the  fea-fide :  he  fhall 
tell  thee  by  divine  direction  what  thou  oughteft  to  do 
for  a  pure  and  endlefs  felicity.  And,  when  the  bright  an¬ 
gel  which  fpake  unto  Cornelius  was  departed,  he  in - 
Jlantly  called  two  of  his  houfehold  fervants,  and  a  de¬ 
vout  (r)  foldierc  of  them  that  waited  on  him  for  more 
immediate  and  interejling  orders  continually.  And, 
when  he  had  declared  all  thefe  things  unto  them 
which  were  fpoken  by  the  celejlial  meffengery  he,  that  very 
evening ,  fent  them  off  to  Joppa. 


(/)  See  verfe  4.5-.  chap.  xi.  3.  (>;/)  Comp  Deut.  vlii.  3,  4.  Rev. 

v.  8.  viii.  3  {/?)  Metaphorical,  fee  verfe  41.  (0)  See  Mark  ix.  5. 

(fi)  H  was  not  to  be  an  apoftle,  and  therefore  not  immediately  in- 
lirudted  from  above,  like  Paul  (y)  Comp.  chap.  xi.  14.  (r)  Rare 
epithet,  feeMatth.  viii.  9. 


REFLECTIONS. 

fuch  things,  as  none  except  worthy  perfons  ever  obferve.  A 
folicl  virtue  is  preferable  by  far  to  rigorous  feverities,  however 
npparenlly  exprefTive  of  piety  and  devotion.  c  God  puts  new 
means  of  improvement  in  the  way  of  thofe  who  are  fincere. 
d  Men  are  not  left  in  the  manner  pretended  by  enthufufts, 
to  believe  without  renfon.  They  who  are  of  no  great  eftima- 
tion  with  the  worid,  may  be  in  high  favour  with  Almighty  God. 
c  No  lawful  employments  are  incompvuible  with  pure  unde- 
filed  religion }  though  they  may  have  peculiar  and  ftrong  tempta¬ 
tions.  1'he  pious  love  to  be  engaged  about  what,  in  a.  dire£l: 
manner,  concerns  the  Almighty. 


*i  4  acts  of  TiiE  Chap.  X* 

SECT.  XLIX.  FROM  VERSE  IX. 

ON  the  morrow,  as  they  went  farther  on  their 
journey,  and  drew  nigh  unto  the  city,  Peter  went  up* 
for  the  fake  of  greater  freedom ,  upon  the  (a)  fat  houfe- 
top  to  pray,  about  the  fixth(A)  hour.  And  he,  who 
rofe  betimes ,  became  \rery  hungry,  and  would  gladly 
have  eaten  (e)  fome  little  food :  but,  while  within  hmje 
they  made  ready  for  that  purpofe ,  he  fell  into  a  a  trance, 
or  extacy  of  mind ,  and  thereby  became  infenftble  to  every 
thing  about  him  :  during  which  f 'pace ,  he  faw,  by  ftrenglh 
of  imagination  (<7),  heaven  opened,  and  a  certain  veflel 
(e)  defcending/rojTz  thence  unto  him,  as  it  had  been  a 
great  fheet  knit  at  the  four  corners,  and  let  down 
leifurely  to  the  earth  ;  wherein  were  (y)  all  manner 
of  four-footed  ( g )  beads  of  the  earth,  and  wild  (A) 
beads,  and  (7)  creeping  things,  and  (y)  fowls  of  the 
air.  And  there  came  a  voice  to  him  from  above,  faying. 
Rife,  Peter;  kill,  and  eat,  being fo  very  hungry,  of  all 
thofe  without  diflinftion  ;  be  not  afraid ,  do  not  fcruplc .  But 
Peter  fuppofing  this  to  be  done  by  way  of  trial ,  faid,  in  a 
fervour  of  pious  zeal ,  Not  fo  ( k ),  Lord,  is  it  poffible  for  me 
to  ail  who  believe  thy  divine  law  ;  for ,  thou  who  knawejl  all 
things  doft  know ,  that  from  the  day  of  my  birth  I  have  ne* 
x tv  yet  eaten  any  thing  that  is  common  to  other  nations , 
or  declared  to  be  unclean b,  by  exprrfs  Mofaic  fiaiutc . 

( a )  Such  were  mod,  if  not  the  whole  of  thefe  in  Judea  ;  fee  Mil- 
T.  27.  Dan.vi.  1  1.  (A)  That  is  nnon,  nur  twelve  o'clock.  Ana* 

ther  for  Jewilh  public  prayer,  comp.  chap.  iii.  i.  (c)  Greek,  tailed  ; 
hw  nfren  more  largely  extended,  as  in  Luke  xiv.  i  Pet.  ii  3. 
Pfil.  xxxiv.  9.  Hch.  vi.  4,  ( d )  For  fimilar  vifions :  fee  Mar.  iii. 
16.  Afls  vii.  56  (e)  Comp  Hof  ii.  3,  9.  ( f)  Or  knds,  !fn.i 

ii  2.  (g)  Domed ic,  and  yet  prohibited  by  way  of  food,  like  fwinr, 

camels,  dogs  horfes,  &c.  (/■)  As  hares,  rabbits,  boars,  wolves, 

lions,  &e.  (/)  As  ferpents,  frogs.  (*)  As  eagles,  crow*,  &r,  fee 

Lev.  chap.  xi.  Signifying  together,  men  of  every  iutiprt,  and 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  God  difclofeth  not  Ins  fecrets  of  divine  knowledge  to  the 
luxurious  and  flothful.  b  It  is  no  uncommon  thing,  to  fee  a 
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And  the  voice  fpikc  unto  him  again  thefecond  time, 
faying.  What  God  hath  ?iow  cleanfed  for  univerfal  ufe , 
that  call  not  thou  (/)  henceforth ,  either  by  word  or  deed, 
common.  This  fer  evidence *  fake  and  to  imprefs  his 
mind  the  more,  was  done  no  lefs  than  ( m )  thrice,  fo  that 
there  could  be  no  miflake;  and  then  the  velTel  was  received 
up  again  out  of  fight  into  heaven.  Now,  while  Peter, 
being  come  to  his  ufual  fate  of  mind ,  doubted  in  himfelf 
ivhat  this  very  lingular  vifion  which  he  had  feen  by 
rapturous  extacy  fhould  mean,  behold,  the  men,  which 
were  font,  as  above  fet  forth,  from  Cornelius,  had  made 
inquiry  for  Simon’s  houfe  in  which  he  lodged,  and,  aU 
ready  flood  before  the  gate  (ti)  of  it,  and  called  one  of  the 
domejiics ,  and  afked  whether  Simon,  which  was  fur- 
named  Peter,  were  lodged  there. 

SECT.  L.  FROM  VERSE  XIX. 

WHILE  Peter  thought  on  what  the  vifion  might 
he  defigned  to  infruft,  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  a  fecret  im~ 
pulfe,  faid  unto  him  %  Behold,  three  men  belozv  feek 

even  manner  oflife.  fmners  not  excepted.  (/)  See  Matth.  x. 

(w)  fcfteemnot  The  application  of  this,  woulJ  Toon  become  eafy, 
fee  verfe  zd  Lev.  xiii.  *.  8,  it,  15,  ie,  ( n )  Comp.  Gen, 

xli.  32.  a  Cor.  xii.  8.  (0)  See  Mat.  x.  32. 

REFLECTIONS, 

good  man  for  a  time,  milled  by  the  force  of  prejudice.  Sera¬ 
ph's  which  grow  up  from  infancy,  are  not  eafily  got  over. 
Whence  the  Jews,  fora  time  were  indulged  to  obferve  the  ce¬ 
remonial  law.  God  ever  makes  ufe  of  the  moll  gentle  andna- 
tural  gradations.  In  Hooping  to  prejudices,  and  bearing  with 
infirmities,  the  divine  condefcenfion  is  to  be  admired.  Prayer 
and  alms  are  more  grateful,  than  fleams  of  the  moft  coflly  fa- 
crifices.  A  clear  revelation  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  is 
an  unfpcakable  advantage  The  Gentiles  gathered  into  Chrift’s 
church,  is  to  be  thought  of  with  gratitude  and  high  delight. 
HoneH  retiiement  fought  after  to  pray,  ispleafant  to  the  Al* 
mighty,  Pfal.  lv.  17. 

*  Providence  renders  many  things  plain  by  proccfs  which 
at  firfl  feem  dark  and  unaccountable. 

P 
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thee  for  important  ends.  A  rife,  therefore,/™^  thy  pre - 
fent  thoughtful Jlate ,  and  get  thee  down  inflantly,  and  go 
with  them  agreeable  to  f/^/rdk/?r<?,doubting(rf)nothing, 
becaife  they  are  Jlr angers,  of  what  they  fhall  fay  unto  thee  ; 
for  \,whom you  fo  hone ftlyferve,  have  lent  them.  Then 
Peter  went  down  with  fpeed  to  the  men  which  were 
fent  unto  him  from  Cornelius,  znd,  while  they  fill  con¬ 
tinued  at  the  door ,  faid,  Behold,  1  am  he  whomyefeek 
for  :  Declare  then  what  is  the  caufe  wherefore  ye  are 
come  hither  ?  And  thev  laid,  in  thefe  few  plain  words, 
Cornelius  the  centurion,  a  (£)  juft  man  b,  and  one 
that  feareth  the  true  God,  and  of  good  report,  though 
a  foreigner ,  among  all  the  nation  />f  the  Jews  (c),  who 
have  accefs  to  know  him  well ,  was  ycjlcrday  id)  warned 
from  God  by  themjf.cn  of  an  holy  angel  to  fend  for 
thee  into  his  houfe,  and  to  hear  words  of  inflruflion 
from  thee,  how  hereafter  he  (houid ccndufl  himfclf  Then 
called  he  them  in,  and,  with  confent  of  his  boll,  humanely 
lodged  them  for  that  night.  And  on  the  morrow 
Peter  went  away  with  them  to  Cornelius ,  at  Cefarea ,  and 
certain  Chriftian  c  brethren  from  Joppa,  as  witneffes  ( e ), 
accompanied  him  thither.  And  the  morrow  after  this, 
they  entered  into  Cefarea.  And  good  Cornelius  an - 
xioufly  waited  for  them  whom  he  had  fent  to  know  what 
their  fuccefs  was ,  and,  hoping  the  bed,  he  J  had,  by  this 
lime,  called  together  a  number  of  ( f)  his  intimate  kinl- 
men  and  near  friends.  And  as  Peter  was  coming  in 

(a)  Greet,  judging  ;  for  firrh  a  ftate  divides  the  mind  with  fen- 
timer:?,  f**e  verfe  28.  char*  2,4.  xx.  28.  James  i.  6.  {i)  See 
verfe  3  (r)  Comr.  Luke  vii  4.  (4)  See  Mat.  ii.  12.  ( e )  See 

chap.  xi.  i  2.  A  molt  prudent  meafure.  {/)  Comp.  J<  fh.  i;.  12, 

REFLECTIONS. 

b  To  conciliate  regard  for  thofe  whom  we  would  krve,  is  a 
moft  prudent  ftep.  The  apoftles  did  not  raflily,  but  by  clear 
commandment  of  Gcd,  receive  the  Gentiles  into  the  benefit  of 
the  gofpel.  Minifters  fliould  be  defiroos  to  fave  all  forts  of 
men.  BLffid  are  they  who  prefer ve  an  open  impartial  mind 
for  truth,  John  viii.  32.  c  Difficulties  reqube  advice  and 
concurrence  of  friends,  Rom.  xiv.  1  <5.  d  It  is  of  the  nature 
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to  the  veffibule,  Cornelius  met  him  there ,  •with  ardour , 
und  ref peflf utly ,  to  adoration ,  fell  down  at  his 

feet,  and  (kc )  worshipped  him.  But  Peter  i/z  hafte took 
him  up_//w«  the  ground,  faying.  Stand  up,  and  give  not 
even  fuch  an  offence  by  thy  lowly  and  grateful  regards  (h); 
for  I  myfelf  alfo  %  whom  thou  doji  thus  over-rate,  am  a 
man  like  unto  thee,  and  thy  fellow  fervant .  And  as  lie 
talked  with  him  he  went  yet  farther  in,  and  (/")  found 
many  familiars  feaied ,  that  were  come  together  for  fpi - 
ritual  benefit.  And  he  faid  unto  them,  Ye  cannot  but 
know  how  that  it  is  deemed  by  us  an  unlawful  thing  for 
a  man  that  is  a  (j)  Jew  to  keep  familiar  company,  or 
even  come  unto  the  houfeof  one  of  another  nation ;  but 
God,  of  late  and  in  clear  manner  (k),  hath  {hewed  me 
that  I  {hould  not  fo  in  time  coining  call  any  man,  and  far 
hfs  treat  them  as  common  f  only  for  being  uncircumcifed 
(/)  or  wickedly  unclean.  Therefore,  regarding  the 
command  of  him  who  is  foie  fupreme  above  all  human  tradi¬ 
tions ,  came  I  unto  you  without  gainfaying  (m)  either 
more  or  lefs ,  as  foon  as  I  was  fent  for  ( n )  :  I  a{k,  there r 
fore,  to  be  more  fully  fatisfied,  for  what s  intent  ye  have 
fent  for  me  ?  And  Cornelius  frankly  faid,  Nearefl  now 

13.  (^)  Did  him  obeifance.  Meaning  thus  to  honour  the  Al¬ 

mighty,  through  his  fervant,  fee  verfe  v.  6.  comp.  Geo.  xxiii.  7. 
(/>)  Amiably  modeft  in  Peter,  efpecially  confidering  2  Kings  i.  13. 
iv.  37.  fee  Matrh.  ii.  2,  1 1.  Rev  xir,  ic.  (/)  See  verfe  24.  (/)  fh;s 
was  not  feripturehw  properly,  but  tradition,  comp.  John  xviii.  2*. 

2  Mac.  x  2,  3.  (h  See  verfe  15.  (/)  Comp.  Tit.  i.  15.  2  flicf. 

■it.  6,  14  (?*)  Comp.  JLc.  viit.  1 1.  («)  This  would  give  occafion  for 

REFLECTIONS. 

of  pure  godly  love,  to  be  communicative,  1  Cor.  xiii.  6.  e  How 
much  is  wanting  in  the  pretended  fuccelTors  of  Peter,  who 
require  what  he  refufed  ?  With  every  refpedl  for  Chrift’s 
Mini  Iters,  the  glory  due  to  God,  muff  not  be  given  to  man. 

A  wife  familiarity  leads  to  great  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  profi¬ 
table.  We  (hould  avoid  giving  offence,  and  ftablUh  the  we.it 
in  confidence  as  much  as  may  be.  '  *  It  is  God  who  malceth 
every  thing  holy.  High  matters  of  religion  ought  not  to  be  com¬ 
municated,  till  people  (hew  themfelves  defirous  to  learn,  sfto- 
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to  four  days  ago  (0)  I  was  failing  like  ether  converts  to  a 
pure  Jewijh  faith  until  this  ’very  hour;  and  at  the  ninth 
hour,  agreeable  to  their  example  likewife ,  l  prayed  in  my 
houfe,  and,  behold,  to  my  unfpcakable  furprife,  an  angel 
in  form  rf  a  man,  as  was  made  out  to  me  afterwards ,  flood 
before  me  In  ( p )  bright  clothing,  and  faid,  in  foft  gentle 
manner,  Cornelius,  thy  (y)  prayer  is  heard,  with  accep¬ 
tance  for  thine  own  and  the  falvation  of  thy  family ,  and 
thine  alms  are  had  in  like  gracious  remembrance  ( r) 
in  the  fight  of  God.  Send,  therefore,  by  way  of  imme¬ 
diate  important  token ,  to  Joppa,  and  call  hither  Simon, 
whofe  iurname  is  Peter  ;  he  is  lodged  in  the  houfe  of 
one  Simon  a  tanner,  by  the  fea-fide ;  who,  when  he 
cometh  (j),  fhall  fpeak  at  large  of  various  new  things 
unto  thee.  Immediately  (/),  therefore,  I  fent  to  thee, 
having  fuch  an  order ;  and  thou  haft  both  pioujly  and 
kindly  (ii)  well  done,  for  my  fake  and  the  fake  oj  my  nu¬ 
merous  dear  friends ,  that  thou  art  thus  come  11 .  Now, 
therefore,  are  we  all  here  prefent  as  before  God  (x) 
difpofed  to  hear  and  to  obey ,  without  referve ,  all  things 
that  are  commanded  thee  of  God  for  our  benefit . 


SECT.  LI.  FROM  VERSE  XXXIV. 

THEN  Peter  (<2)  opened  his  mouth,  and  faid  in  fo- 
lemn  manner ,  as  became  fo  important  a Jubjeft  :  Of  a  truth 
1  now  perceive  from  experience ,  the  meaning  of  my  late 

Cornelius  to  declare  the  divine  orders  and  for  Peter  to  difeourfe 
religioully.  (0)  See  Lev.  xxiii.  12.  (/>)  Comp.  Luke  xviv.  4. 

A£h>  i.  ii  .  (7)  See  veri'e  iv.  Rev.  xvi.  19  (r)  Comp.  Gen.  vui. 

1  xix.  29.  (j)  See  veri'e  5,  6.  (t)  So  Mark  vi.  25.  Adts  xi.  u. 
lJhil.ii.  23.  Others,  from  that  fame  h>  ur.  (»)  Comp.  2  Pet.  i.  19. 
3.  John  6.  (.v  )  Comp.  Jofh  ii  12,  13.  Some  read  bclore  thee. 

(a)  See  chap.  viii.  31.  Mat.  v.  2.  applied  to  what  is  great. 
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petition,  in  certain  cafes,  gives  fpirit  and  delight  to  difeourfe. 
L  A  humble  fubjeflion  of  foul  to  divine  authority,  is  the  molt 
proper  we  can  bring  to  the  houfe  of  God.  It  is  conciliating 
to  decline  an  excefs  even  of  civil  homage,  as  imparting  a  fim- 
ple  modeft  dilpofition. 


apostles. 
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enigmatical  vifion ,  that  Almighty  God,  the  benevolent  fa - 
thcr  of  mankind ,  is  no  refpecter  of  perfons  (b),  who 
prefers  one  to  another  from  caufes  which  are  wholly  out  of 
their  own  power  to  avoid:  bat  in  every  nation  ( c),  as 
well  as  that  of  Ifrael ,  he  that  feareth  like  a  fon,fo  as  up¬ 
rightly  to  worjbip  him,  and  worketh  4  righteoufneis, 
from  that  divine  principle,  in  the  habit  of  their  lives ,  is  ac¬ 
cepted  with  him  (</).  The  pure  gofpel  (e)  word  then , 
be  pleafed  to  underfund,  which  God  lent  (/)  unto  the 
children  of  Ifrael  (£■).  preaching  extenfive  ( h )  peace  to 
fallen  men  by  Jefus  C  hr  ill  his  prime  ambaffador  ;  ( even 
he  who  is  now  conjtituted  (/)  Lord  b  of  all  (/)  j)  that 
word,  I  fay,  and  ye  Jews  know,  at  leaf  in  part ,  which 
was  publifhed  throughout  all  Judea,  and  (k)  began 


(A)  Or  faces ;  as  on  account  of  form,  beauty,  notions,  birth,  riches, 
fee  Lev.  xix.  15.  Deiu.  i.  17.  Job  xxxiv.  39,  Rom.  ii.  1 
[r:)  Comp.  Matth.  iii.  9.  (i)  Comp.  Prov.  x.  75.  Luke  iv.  24. 
Phil.  iv.  1 8.  (<?)  See  chap  xiii  26.  (/)  Comp.  Pfal.  evii.  ic , 
Matth.  viii,  12.  John  xi.  32  (^)  The  descendants  of  Abraham, 

by  him,  chap  iii.  26.  xiii.  32,  46.  ( h )  Comprehenlive  of  all  hap- 

pmefs,fee  Luke  ii.  14.  Rom.  v.  r.  Eph  ii.  17,  Rom.  x.  12.  John 
xiv  27.  (/)  Comp.  Afls  ii.  36.  Dan.  vii.  13,  14,  Matth.  xxviii. 

ii,  &c.  (y)  verle  xxiii.  chap.  xxvi.  26.  More  dillin&ly  now 

m.ide  known  to  them  than  ever,  comp.  Matth.  viii.  11,  12.  John 
x  16.  xii.  32.  (f )  Word,  or  thing,  as  in  Gen.  xviii.  14.  Exod.  ix. 


REFLECTIONS. 

*  Good  works  from  pious  motives,  are  neceffary  to  obtain 
the  divine  favour.  God  doth  prefer  his  love  to  the  word, 
upon  faith  and  repentance,  Rom  v.  8.  1  John  iv.  10.  In  every 
cafe,  probity,  or  fineere  inclination  to  know  and  do  his  will,  is  re- 
quifitc,  John  vii.  17.  True  piety  confiltsin  the  practice  of  Chrif- 
tian  virtues.  It  is  the  fpirit  of  fanaticifm  to  prefer  what  pleafes 
fenfe  and  imagination  to  what  is  moral.  God  would  fooner 
fend  an  angel  to  direct  pious  and  upright  perfons  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  gofpel,  than  fuller  them  to  perilh  by  ignorance 
of  it  A  great  ufe  of  terror  this,  to  thofe  who  reject  Chrifl.:- 
anity.  filial  fear  is  bell  exprdfed  by  works  of  righteoufnefc, 
and  to  be  regarded  impartially,  James  iii.  17.  b  Jefus  Lord  cf 
all,  is  to  be  believed  in,  obeyed,  milled.  What  the  Jews  did 
from  malevolence,  became,  through  divine  love,  a  fource  of 
manifold  unfpeakable  advantages,  Luke  xxiv.  46.  1  Cor.  i.  23, 
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from  Galilee,  after  the  preparatory  baptifm  unto  repent¬ 
ance  which  John  preached  (/),  mujl Jtill  continue ;  how 
that  God  (m)  anointed  Jefus  of  Nazareth  («)  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  (o)  with  power  by  that  means  without 
meafjre ,  to dt [charge  his  important  office;  who  went  about 
oar  whole  country c  doing  every  kind  of  good,  and,  in  par - 
ficular,  miracuUufly  healing  all  that  were  oppreflcd  of 
the  devil  Qc>)  :  for  God  Mojl  High,  and  his  Father ,  was 
ever  (g)  with  him  to  produce  fuch  mighty  works.  And 
we  apofiolical  difciples ,  with  many  others ,  arc  eye  and  ear 
(r)  witnefles  of  all  things  which  he  did,  both  in  the 
land  of  the  Jews  throughout ,  and  in  Jerufalem  the  capi¬ 
tal  itfelf ;  whom,  though  Jo  powerful  and  beneficent  a  di¬ 
vine  ambaffador ,  they,  the  rulers  of  If racl,  by  means  of  an 
intimidated  Roman  governor ,  flew  mojl  unrightcoufly ,  and 
even  hanged,  like  one  of  tloe  vilejl  malef odors,  by  cruel  ig¬ 
nominious  crucifixion  (j),  on  a  tree  d ;  him,  thus  unwor¬ 
thily  defpifed  and  rcjeded  of  men ,  God,  even  the  Father , 
railed  up  the  third  day,  as  was  often  foretold  (/), from 
death,  in  tejlimony  of  his  mojl fignal  approbation ,  and,  afi 
terwards  («)  fhewed  him  openly  j  not  indeed  to  all  the 


4.  &c.  Lukci.  37.  Hebraifm  (/)  For  accomplishing  Matth.  viii. 
11,  12.  fee  note  (/).  This,  for  forne  time,  was  hid  from  the  Jew- 
converts,  and  applied  only  to  thofe  of  that  nation  who  were 
Scattered  abroad,  A<fts  ix  kj.  (w)  In  manner  of  the  ancient 
prophets,  prieft*  and  kings;  fee  Luke  iv  18.  Ifa.  xlii.  r,qtc.  Ixi.  i.&c. 
(n)  Educated  there  (g)  Comp.  Luke  i.  1 7.  35  moft  powerful  Spirit, 
ATi  i.  8.  ( f> )  This  being  among  the  greateft  fort,  comprehends  all  the 
reft,  fee  Matth.  xii.  29.  Luke  x.  1  .  (9)  Sec  Afts  i*.  22.  Espref- 

fion  of  lingular  grace,  or  favour,  Gen.  xiiix.  zi,  23.  Adh  vii.  9. 
Mat.  iii.  17.  John  11.42.  (r)  Therefore  cannot  be  deceived,  chap. 

▼.  32.  (/)  Sec  chap.  v.  30  What  juft  ground  had  they  to  com 

plain  of  calling  ihe  Gentiles  ?  (t)  So  chap.  ii.  24,  32.  He  was 

not  to  fee  corruption  by  lying  long,  (u)  See  Luke  xxiv.  56.  John 
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24.  e  Chrift’s  miracles  were  not  of  the  amazing  and  fhowv 
kind  only  i  but  in  the  pure  beneficent  fpirit  of  his  divine  reli¬ 
gion.  The  proper  arguments  for  convincing  Gentiles  firlr, 
were  th'flc  taken  from  Clirift’s  perfon,  miracles,  and  refurrec- 
t;on.  They  on’y  are  genuine  difciples  of  Chrift,  who  imitate 
him.  d  S:e  note  b. 
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Jewifh  people,  whofe  prejudices  and  determined  unbelief 
had  rendered  mofi  unworthy,  but  unto  witneffes  well  qua¬ 
lified  by  their  uprightnefs  and  fortitude ,  and  therefore  (x) 
chofen  before  of  God  to  fatisfy  others ,  even  to  us, 
apojlles ,  who  did  often  (y)  eat  and  drink  with  him* 
whom  we  fo  well  knew  prior  to  his  crucifixion  and  after  he 
rofc  from  the  dead.  And  he  commanded  us  (z),  when 
about  to  leave  the  world  and  go  to  his  Father ,  to  preach 
unto  the  people  of  every  nation ,  and  to  t  edify,  in  an  ex¬ 
plicit  earneft  manner,  with  all  fuitable  evidence ,  that  it  is 
he  which  was  ordained  of  God,  infinitely  wife  and  goody 
to  be  the  glorious  majejlic  judge  (a)  in  time  coming  (b)  of 
both  quick  and  dead.  To  him,  moreover ,  gave  all  the 
ancient  venerable  (e)  prophets  witnefs  f,  that,  through 
his  (d)  authoritative  name,  whofoever  obediently  believ- 
eth  in  him,  be  they  Jew  or  Gentile ,  (hall  receive  (*>)  remif- 


xi.  19,  20.  (jc)  Alluding  to  the  manner  in  which  votes  ©f  appro¬ 
bation  are  given,  by  holding  up  hands.  (^)  Luke  xxiv  42,43. 

1  John  i.  1.  (z)  See  Mar.  xxviii.  18,  See .  (a)  The  rewarder  of 

the  good,  and  puniiher  of  the  wicked,  John  v.  22.  27.  Matth.  xxv. 
31,  See.  Under  which  governing  is  comprehended,  as  well  as  de¬ 
ciding  comroverfies  ;  comp.  1  Sam.  viir.  Pfal.  Ixxii.  12.  (b)  See 

2  Cor.  v.  ic.  Rev.  ix.  12,  13.  (c)  As  in  Ifa  liii.  4,  5.  verfe  31, 

33,  34.  Dan.  ix.  24.  Zech-  xiii.  1.  Mai.  iii  1,  3,  5.  Ar.d  David 
often  in  the  Pfalms,  Luke  xxiv.  23,  26,  27.  A<5h  iii.  18,  24. 
(d)  Comp.  chap.  iii.  16.  xiii.  38,  39.  (<?)  Such  hrA  j unification 
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c  The  flownefs  of  the  apoftles  themfelves  to  believe, 
fhould  ftrengthen  our  faith.  It  was  impoflible  to  feign 
fuch  an  event;  and  they  attefted  it  with  their  blood. 
Acts  v.  28.  Mattli.  xxvii.  64.  Every  circumftance  of  former 
reproach  again  It  Chrift,  was  done  away  by  his  glorious  refur- 
re&ion.  Miracles  done  by  the  apoftles,  in  the  name  of  Chrift, 
were  more  than  if  he  had  appeared  to  the  whole  Jewifh  nation. 
Having  fuffered  with  Chrift  in  duty,  we  ftiall  reign  with  him, 
2  Tim.  ii.  12  God  is  under  no  obligation  to  humour  the 
wantonnefs  of  men,  in  the  affair  of  evidence.  *  Miracles 
fhould  be  urged  as  a  firft  proof,  and  then  prophecies ;  efpcci- 
allv  with  Jews,  John  iii  2.  What  terms  can  evince  more 
clearly,  tlut  our  luppinefs  depends  upon  an  humble  fubjettiou 


acts  of  the 
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Acts  of  the  Chap.  5. 

fion  of  fins,  however  heinous ,  that  arc  pa/l  g,  deliver¬ 
ance from  wrath,  and  the  fure  pojfejfion  of  life  cverlajling . 


SECT.  LII.  FROM  VERSE  XL1V. 


WHILE  Peter  yet  fpake  thefe  and  like  words,  the 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  a  fell  from  above ,  in  large  abun¬ 
dance  {a),  on  all  them  which  heard  with  conviction  {ti) 
the  true  gofpcl  word.  And  they  of  the  (V)  circumci- 
fion,  which  then  and formerly  believed,  were  aftonifheil 
to  a  great  degree,  as  many,  in  particular,  as  came  with 
Peter  from  Joppa ,  becaufe  that  on  the  uncircumcifcd 
Gentiles  alfo  was  (d)  poured  out  from  on  high  the  un- 
quejlionable  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  For,  of  a  fudden 
they  heard  them  fpeak  with  tongues  new  and  various , 
( e )  and  by  thefe  too  magnify,  in  praife  (/),  the  glorious 
Lord  God.  Then  anfwered  Peter,  upon  a  call  of  hea¬ 
ven  fo  perfectly  amazing ,  Can  any  man  now ,  who  thinks 
at  all,  forbid  the  emblematical  ordinance  of  water  (g),  that 

is  by  faith  alone,  without  works  of  the  law,  Rom.  iii  ze,  22.  Gal. 
ii  16.  But  that  which  is  powerful  in  good  works,  only  can  avail 
to  final  acceptance,  Gal.  v.  6.  1  John  iii.  23.  James  ii.  14,  i-j, 
24,  26 

(a)  Perhaps  in  vifible  manner,  fee  clnp.  xi.  15.  This  focn  ap¬ 
peared  Hy  wonderful  efF  cts  ;  as  in  verfe  46.  chap  xix  6.  ix  17, 
The  Jews  had  a  proverb  among  them,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  would 
not  ciwcll  upon  any  Heathen  ;  nor  even  upon  any  Jew,  in  a 
Heathen  country.  (£)  Comp.  chap.  xv.  9.  Gal.  iii.  2,  5.  They 
were  born  of  the  Spirit,  even  before  they  were  born  of  water, 
(c)  Or  Jews,  Rom.  iii.  3c.  iv.  9.  (<j)  See  chap.  ii.  17,  33,  38. 

(?)  Comp.  Matk  xvi.  17.  (/)  See  A£ts  ii.  11.  (^)  Comp, 
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of  foul  to  Chrift  ?  g  The  remedy  of  the  gofpel  is  both  fure 
and  eafy. 

a  The  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful  among  people  ot 
good  and  honeft  hearts.  Here  was  a  denionftration  that  Je- 
fus  reigned  in  heaven,  by  whom  Peter  fo  fuccefsfully  taught, 
fee  chap,  ii  33,  Sc c.  The  Spirit  is  a  fweet  and  fure  pledge  of 
divine  love,  Eph.  i.  13,  14.  ii.  13,  14.  Rom.  v.  5.  viii.  15,  16. 
b  The  height  of  arrogance,  is  to  deny  thofe  religious  commu¬ 
nion,  and" diftinguilhing  ordinances,  whom  God  cloth  feal  by 


5eft;  LIIL  aRoS+LES.  1 2  I 

thefe,  brought  over  to  divine  truth ,  fhould  not  be  forth - 
-w.-V/j  baptized  <2/  it  requires ,  even  they  which  have  re* 
ccivcd  (hi)  dijlintt  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  as  well  as 
wc  ’’  ?  And,  none  of  the  brethren  objecting,  he  command¬ 
ed  them,  in  forne  proper  place ,  to  be  baptized  (i)  by  or.e 
or  other  of  the  difciples ,  in  the  ( j)  name  of  Jefus  Chrift9 
the  common  Lord.  Then  prayed  they  him  with  great 
carneflnefs ,  whom  Cornelias  had  brought  together ,  to  tarry  c 
for  good  company  arid  agreeable  ufeful  injlruftion  (k),  certain 
days  more  with  them-. 


CHAP.  XL 

Sect.  liii.  from  verse  i. 

Abl"D,  during  this  abode ,  the  apoftles  and  other  Chrif- 
tian  (a)  brethren  that  were  nearejlto  Peter  in  Ju¬ 
dea  heard,  with  fome  alarm,  that  the  uncircumcifed  Gen¬ 
tiles  had  alfo  received  by  faith  the  (b)  gofpel  word  of 
God,  with  vijible  ftgns  of  its  mojl  important  blcjjings.  And 
when  Peter  was  come  up  from  Ccfarea ,  to  the  church  in 
Jerufalem,yrom  (c)  vifiting  certain  in  the  neighbourhood , 
they  that  were  of  the  circumcifion  (d)  contended  vi- 

Luke  vi.  29;  (/-)  Thefe  ufually  did  follow  after  baprifm,  chap, 

ii.  38.  viiii  15,  See.  It  was  proper  that  circim’ifed  believers  fhould 
have  no  room  for  difputing  their  right.  (/)  Comp.  Afts  viii.  12, 
38.  (/)  To  be  henceforth  underftood,  as  his  prof  fled  followers, 

chap,  ii  38.  Ronu,  vi  3.  Gal;  jib  27  and  comprehends  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  whn  anointed  with  the  Holy  Gholl.  Thus  Peter  led  the 
vtiiy  to  the  converfionof  hoth  lews  and  Gentiles.  The  firft  fruits 
inight  obtain,  by  the  Spirit,  fkill  in  the  Hebrew  language  and  pro¬ 
phecies,  lee  rhap  xix.  25,  A  favour  granted,  as  appears  from 
eliap.  xh  1.  Flow  blame. ibly  therefore  did  he  aft,  GU  ii.  11,  &c. 

(a)  Sons  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father,  Mat.  xxiii.  8.  John  i. 
12.  (b)  Or  accepted,  fee  chap.  x.  45.  (c)  See  chap.  ix.  32.  ( d )  Or 
expoftiilated*  comp.  Rom.  *iv.  1.  Afts  x.  454  The  Jews,  from 
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hie  fpirit,  fee  chap.  xi.  17.  Gal.  iii.  2,5.  c  So,  by  aftions,  ought 
We  to  teach  what  is  lawful. 
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olentfy  with  him,  os  a  tranfgreffor  of  the  Mofaic  law ,  fay¬ 
ing,  under  furprife  and  difpleafure a,  Thou  wenteft  in* 
as  gueft  to  men  who'  had  not  the  Jign  of  God*s  covenant 
with  dbrahom,  but  were  uncircumcifed,  and  didft  fami¬ 
liarly  eat  with  them.  But  Peter,  with  great  condefcen - 
deuce. ,  rehearfed  the  matter  fo  lately  tranfafted ,  from  the 
beginning,  and  expounded  it  (e)  by  dear  and  di/linft 
order  unto  them  b,  faying  (/),  I  was  in  a  retired  place 
of  the  city  of  Joppa  praying  :  and  in  a  trance  I  law  a 
remarkable  vifion.  That  of  a  certain  vefiel  defeend,  as  it 
had  been  a  great  fheet,  let  down  from  heaven  by  four 
corners ;  and  it  came  even  clofe  to  me  :  Upon  the 
which,  when  1  had  mojl  attentively  i aliened  mine  eyes, 
I  confidered  the  affair  with  leifure ,  and  faw  various  kinds 
of  four  footed  beads  of  the  earth,  and  wild  beafts, 
and  creeping  things,  and  fowls  of  the  air,  which  our 
faw  prohibits  the  uje  of  for  food .  And  I  heard  a  voice 
from  above ,  faying  unto  me,  Arife,  Peter  ;  flay  of  what 
is  now  before  thee ,  and  freely  eat.  But  I  faid,  Not  fo. 
Lord  :  for,  as  yet,  nothing  underjlocd  to  be  legally  com¬ 
mon  or  unclean  hath  at  any  time  entered  (g)  into  my 
mouth.  But  the  voice  (fi)  of  him  that  fpakc ,  anfwered 


prophecy,  might  believe,  that  Gentiles  were  to  he  converted  to 
Chrift,  hut  itiil  to  obferve  like  themfelvcs.  the  Mofaic  ceremonies  ; 
nor.  even  then,  to  be  placed  in  the  fame  high  rank  of  privileges, 
comp,  i- >h.  iii.  5,  6.  (e)  See  Luke  i.  3  (/)  See  chap,  x  iet 

See.  (j)  Confider  chap.  1  14.  (£)  Comp.  chap.  a.  15.  Re?,  i. 


REFLECTIONS. 

a  Let  us  alwavs  guard  ngnirft  the  narrownefs  of  mind  which 
would  even  limit  God  and  exclude  others  from  his  favour. 
The  catholic  nature  of  the  gofpel  muff  be  matter  of  ioy  to  all 
who  love  God  and  man.  b  Me  afligns  not  his  mere  will  to 
them  for  a  reafon,  but  atfs  as  one  brother  to  another.  A  natu¬ 
rally  warm  temper  is  peculiarly  adorned  by  a  mild  prudent 
manner  Even  the  npoftles  flood  not  upon  the  general  honour 
of  their  Tank  to  infift  for  implicit  fubmifhon.  Our  be  ft  a£lions, 
when  uncandidlv  mi  ft  alien,  ought  to  be  vindicated  in  the  fpirir 
of  gentlenefs,  humility,  and  love.  Let  us  never  be  dilobedienr, 
from  human  confederations,  to  any  clear  intimation  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will,  efpecially  as  to  what  rel'pe&s  Chriflian  communion. 
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me  again  from  heaven,  What  God  hath  gracioufly 
cleanfed,  by  fo  clear  a  permijfwn ,  that  call  not  thou 
henceforth  common,  nor  do  thou  treat  it  after  fuch  impro¬ 
per  manner .  And  this  was  done,  with  the  fame  circum - 
fiances ,  no  lefs  than  three  times  :  and  then  all,  both  veffel 
and  what  it  contained  (i)  were  drawn  up  again  apparently 
into  heaven.  And,  behold,  immediately  as  the  vifion 
terminated ,  there  were  three  men  already  come  unto 
the  door  of  the  houfe  where  I  was,  fent  from  Cornelius 
of  Cefarea  unto  me.  And  the  bleffed  divine  Spirit,  by 
firong  internal  impulfe ,  bade  me  go  with  them,  nothing 
now  doubting  of  the  will  of  heaven  upon  this  point . 
Moreover,  thefe  fix  Chrifiian  brethren,  who  are  of  Ju¬ 
dea,  accompanied  me,  for  witnejfing,jirfi  from  Joppa  to 
Cefarea ,  and  afterwards  from  thence  unto  Jerufalem  ;  and, 
while  at  Cefarea ,  we  entered  into  the  man’s  houle  c,for 
which  ye  now  blame  me :  and  he  ihewed  us,  upon  proper 
inquifition ,  how  he  had  feen  an  angel  in  his  houfe, 
which  Hood  upon  the  fiat  inclofed  roof,  and  faid  unto 
him,  Send  mefi  quickly  to  Joppa,  and  there  let  them 
call  for  Simon,  whofe  furname  is  Peter  ;  who  (hall 
tell  thee  words  of  dottrine  and  precept,  whereby  (j)  not 
only  thou  but  all  the  perfons  of  thy  houfe,  come  to  years , 
fhall  be  everlafiingly  faved.  And  as  1  began  to  fpeak 
(k )  with  fame  Juitablc  length  and  ferioufnefs ,  the  Holy 
Ghofl  by  undoubted  miraculous  gifts,  fell  on  them,  even  as 
on  us  apoftolical  minifiers  at  the  (/)  beginning.  Then 
remembered  I  clearly ,  and  with  great  delight ,  the  word 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  how  that  he  faid  jujt  before  [in)  his 
afeenjion  up  on  high,  John  indeed  baptized  with  water 
unto  repentance ,  but  ye,  my  difciples  both  from  among 

12.  (/)  See  chap  x.  16.  (_/)  Or,  in  which,  as  Lev.  xviii.  5.  Rom. 
x.  5.  more  full  than  chap.  x.  6,  32.  (i)  Chap.  x.  from  verfe'  34, 

10  44th,  comp  chap  i.  1.  (/)  Not  absolutely,  but  officiating  after 

Chritt’b  afcenlion,  fee  chap.  ii.  i,  &c.  John  xv.  27.  xvi.  4,  See. 
(7/1)  Ails  i.  Luke  xxiv.  49. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  They  are  happy  whofe  defence  Hands  upon  a  clear  divine 
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yezvs  and  Gentiles ,  fhall  be  baptized  with  the  powerful 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,/or  leading  to  perfett  bolinefs  in 
life  everlajting  (n ).  Forafmuch  then  as  God,  the  fu- 
preme  all-wife  difpenfer ,  gave  them  ( o )  who  have  turned 
from  dead  idols  the  like  precious  gift  of  the  Spirit  as  he 
did  unto  us  of  tbe'fircumcifion ,  before  that ,  who  believed 
on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  what  was  1  a  poor  infignifi- 
cant  creature d  that  1  could  prefume  to  withftand  the  gra¬ 
cious  pleafure  of  our  dear  fovereign ,  Almighty  God?  When 
they,  who  came  to  accufe ,  heard  thefe  convincing  things 
they  held  their  peace  from  any  further  blame ,  and,  not 
only  fo ,  but  even  glorified  God,  by  praife ,  faying,  with 
devout  rapture ,  Then  hath  God,  infinitely  wife  and  good , 
alfo  to  the  poor  Gentiles,  by* faith,  granted,  no  lefs  than 
to  us  Jews ,  the  benefits  of  repentance  {p')  unto  Jure  and 
everlajting  life. 


SECT.  LIV.  FROM  VERSE  XIX. 

NOW  they  which  were  fcattered  abroad  from  Je - 
rufalem  through  other  countries ,  upon  the a  periecution 
that  arofe  ( a )  about  the  death  of  Stephen,  travelled, 
fame  of  them ,  as  fyr  as  Phenice  ( b )  on  the  fea-ccajl  of  Sy- 

(77)  Greek,  if,  as  in  Mat.  xxi.  8  Jo.  x.  35.  put  forfince.  ( 0 )  Seeverf* 
15.  G.  l.  iii  2,  5.  (/“')  Or  a  repentance  for  life,  comp  chap,  v  31. 
The  means  of  both  perfoftiy  fi.flicient,  as  in  i  Tim.  iv.  ic.  ifr. 
xxiv.  (3.  comp.  Deut.  xx’x  4.  God  by  Chrift,  or  his  gofpel,  hath 
granted  to  the  Gentiles,  a  gracious  call  to  repentance,  to  which  he 
has  promifed  eternal  life,  a-  well  as  the  pardon  of  paft  fins- 
(tfjoce  chap.  viti.  i,&c.  (b  )  Whereof  Tyre  was  the  capital;  chap. 
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command,  like  chap.  x.  o,  &c.  d  As  a  faithful  fervant  fhould 
do  m  thing  rafhly,  fo  neither  have  they  right  to  gainfay,  but 
whoiiy  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  their  Lord.  e  Repentance  is 
the  fruit  of  genuine  faith.  It  is  glorious  to  yield  to  the  force 
of  evidence^  even  when  it  leads  to  an  unexpected  path.  No 
Relight  of  this  world  is  fo  valuable  as  that  of  godly  forrow, 
which  worketh  repentance  unto  falvation. 

*  God  by  over-ruling  evil  meafures,  did  advance  his  gofpel. 
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ria,  and  the  ( c )  ijland  Cyprus,  and  Antioch  (d), 
preaching  the  evangelical  word  to  none  but  unto  the 
Jews  bv  nation  and  language  only.  And  fome  of  them 
were  men  of  that  fort  whom  various  caufes  had  difperfed 
to 'Cyprus  and  even  ( e )  Gyrene  of  Africa ,  which,  having 
beard  of  Peter* s  example ,  when  they  were  come  to  An¬ 
tioch  fpake  unto  the  ( f)  Grecians  alfo ,  whom  divine 
goodnefs  had  before  this  converted  from  Heathenifm  (g), 
preaching  b  the  doftrine  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  And  the 
powerful  quickening  hand  of  the  Lord  was  with  them  % 
to  render  their  pious  labours  eminently  be?ieficial :  and, 
through  grace,  a  great  number  of  fuch  profelytes  believed 
fhe  gofpel  report,  and  turned  fubmiffively  unto  the  Lord 
Jefus. 


SECT.  LV.  FROM  VERSE  XXII. 


THEN  tidings  of  thefe  ( a )  very  new  things  came 
unto  the  ears  of  the  Chrijlian  church"  which  was  at  Je- 
rufalem,  and  ufed  frequently  to  meet  for  worjhip  there:  and 
they  lent  forth  ( b )  Barnabas,  that  he  fhould  go  from 
thence  as  far  as a  Antioch,  to  fupport ,  by  his  fuperior  au - 

jtxt.  2.  Bordering  upon  Paleftine,  if  not  a  part  of  it,  (c)  A  large 
one,  in  the  Mediterranean  fea.  ( d )  Metropolis  of  Syria  when  un¬ 
der  the  Roman  government,  next  in  greatnefs  and  beauty  to  Rome 
and  Alexandria:  built  by  Seleucus  Nieanor,  one  of  Alexander’s 
chief  generals,  and  after  his  death,  denominated  Antioch  from 
his  father.  (.*•)  See  Matth.  xxvii.  32.  This  feems  to  have  been 
the  fruit  of  an  impulfive  Ludible  zeal,  fee  verfc  29.  Many  who 
heard  them  i'peak  to  the  Jews,  might  appear  much  affe&ed. 
yf )  Comp,  chap,  vi.  1,  ix.  29  (^)  This  was  fomewhat  beyond 

the  bounds  even  of  an  ordinary  million,  chap.  v.  42.  ( h )  Comp, 

chap.  iii.  19. 

(a)  Narrated,  yerfe  si.  ( b )  See  chap.  iv.  36,  37.  ir.  27. 

REFLECTIONS. 

b  Even  where  the  bounds  of  an  ordinary  million  are  exceeded, 
there  may  be  remarkable  fuccefj ;  fee  verfe  xxi.  This  itfelf 
feems  to  warrant  a  call  as  good.  Hence  fee  how  the  blood  of  a 
fingle  martyr  became  as  feed  to  the  church.  c  All  fuccefs  orL 
giually,  is  to  be  traced  up  to  the  hand  of  God. 

*  Good  Chriltians,  and  more  efpecially  good  miniflers,  are 
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thority,  what  had  been  fo  well  begun  by  others.  Who,  when 
he  came  thither ,  and  had  feen,  by  wonderful  and  various 
good  effctts,  the  grace  of  God  in  converting  fo  many  Gre¬ 
cians  of  that  large  city b,  was  exceedingly  glad,  and  ex¬ 
horted  them  all,  who  nowprcfejfed  the  gofpel,  that  with 
firm  purpofe  of  heart,  whatever  difficulties  Jhoitld  arife , 
they  would  cleave  unto  the  ( c )  dodrine  and  precepts  of 
their  bleffed  Lord.  For  accomplijhing  all  which  he  was 
admirably  qualified  c,  being  a  good  affettionately  benevolent 
man,  and  full  of  divine fpiritual  gifts  from  the  {d)  Holy 
Gholl,  and  of  (e)  faith  unfeigned :  and  much  'more  peo- 
ple  than  even  formerly  was  added  by  means  of  his  pious 
labours  unto  the  church  of  the  Lord.  Then  departed 
Barnabas  to  Tarfus  (/),  a  city  of  Cilicia ,  for  to  feek  his 
dear  friend  Saul  carefully  out  (  g )  in  that  place  of  his  birth . 
And  when  he  had  found  him  there ,  he  brought*  him 
readily  unto  the  fame  good  work  of  the  Mojl  High  God  in  d 
Antioch.  And  it  came  to  pafs,  that  for  the  fpace  of 
a  whole  year  they  affembled  themfelves  ( h )  at  proper 
times  with  the  church,  and  taught  fuccefsfully  much 
people  who  came  unto  them .  And  the  difciples  (J)ofJe- 


(c)  Comp.  2  Tim.  iii.  tc.  (d)  See  chap.  vi.  5,  8.  (r)  Or  Read¬ 
mit  fidelity.  (/)  See  chap.  xxi.  39  (g)  See  chap.  tx.  27,  3c. 

(h)  Or  they  met  as  a  congregation.  (/)  See  chap,  vi,  1,  2.  ix.  1, 
jc,  19,  26,  36,  3d.  Styled  until  now,  believers,  difciples,  or  Ga- 
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elofe  intent  upon  ferving  their  ma^eT.  This  is  done,  by  a  large 
increafe  of  knowledge,  and  pious  virtue.  b  To  godly  fouls, 
full  of  divine  glory  and  the  good  of  mankind,  no  fource  of  plea- 
fure  is  fo  exquifite  as  the  fuccefs  of  religion  in  the  world: 
They  do  truly  breathe  the  divine  fpirit.  Mart .  in  Palejline.  In¬ 
deed,  what  is  the  triumph  of  the  gofpel,  but  the  triumph  of 
human  happinefs.  Doddridge.  To  adhere  to  the  Lord  at  all 
times,  requires  Iteady  rdolution,  Heb,  x.  23.  c  They  lpeak 
with  great  authority,  who  fpeak  from  the  experience  of  their 
own  heart,  and  can  refer  to  an  exemplary  life.  d  The  prof- 
pedt  of  a  rich  fpiritual  harveit,  provokes  to  minilterial  diligence. 
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fus  were  called him,  their  *  glorious  mafter  (J\  Chrif- 
tians  firft  in  Antioch. 

SECT.  LVI.  FROM  VERSE  XXVII. 

AND  in  thofe  days  (*7)  of  their  /acred  minijlratiort * 
came  ( [h )  prophets,  *1^0  72a?  only  explained  myfle* 
ries  by  divine  revelation ,  but  foretold  things  to  come ,  from 
the  capital ,  Jerufalem,  unto  Antioch.  And  there  (0) 
hood  up  one  of  them,  in  a  numerous  meeting  of  believers , 
named  (</)  Agabus,  and  fignified  by  direftion  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  that,  as  an  awful  fcourge  of  heaven ,  there 
fhould  foon  be  a  great  haraffmg  dearth  of  every  kind  of 
food  throughout  all  the  (e)  then  known  world  :  which 

Mean*.  (/)  From  the  anointed  of  God,  about  the  4000  year  of 
the  world  ;  and  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Claudius,  verfe  2  8.  Thii 
honourable  name,  however,  was  not  fonn  frequent  among  the 
apoftlei  and  their  companions.  Only  to  be  met  with  twice  in  the 
New  Teftament,  Afts  xxvi.  a 8.  i  Pet,  iv.  t6  among  themfelves, 
difciples  and  brethren  often.  By  adverfartes,  Nizarenes,  A<fts  xxiv. 
5.  Poflibly  not  without  a  divine  admonition,  were  they  called 
Chriftians,  comp.  Mat.  ii.  12,  23.  Luke  ii.  2,6.  A£ls  x.  22. 

(a)  Suppofed  by  fome,  to  be  the  tenth  year  from  the  death  and 
refnrreftion  of  Chrift.  (3)  Comp.  chap.  xiii.  1.  1  Cor.  xiv.  32. 
Eph  iv.  tf.  Next  in  order  to  apoftles.  (c)  See  chap  v.  17. 
(d)  Hebrew,  Hagahus,  1  Efd.  ii.  45.  (e)  Or  mod  of  ir.  It  fo 

raged  among  the  Roman  people,  that  theyrofe  up  againft  Claudi¬ 
us  Cefar,  Suet,  ch  xviii.  Suh.  Claudio.  Comp.  Dion.  1  vi.  Jofeph.  Jnt. 

1.  ix.  c.  2.  With  peculiar  violence  it  was  felt  in  and  about  Judea- 

REFLECTIONS. 

r-  This  is  that  facred  honourable  name,  which  all  profefiing 
belief  of  the  gofpel  are  entitled  to  -,  and  they  wrong  them 
much  who  give  a  different  one.  Hereby  Chriftians  are  digni¬ 
fied.  In  its  genuine  and  original  meaning,  it  includeth  every 
thing  that  is  virtuous  and  amiable  ;  juft  and  charitable  ;  noble 
and  divine !  Would  to  God  Chrift  had  been  the  only  mafter 
in  whofe  name  Chriftians  had  ever  gloried !  Then  ftrife  and 
contention  would  have  ceafed,  nor  would  enemies  have  had 
caufe  to  triumph.  The  very  name  ought  to  command  ref- 
pedfc.  Lefler  differences  ftiould  not  make  us  forget  what  we 
thus  hold. 
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accordingly  came  to  pafs  in  the  days  of  Claudius  Cc- 
far  ( f)  the  reigning  emperor.  Then  the  difciples  of  d 
benevolent  Saviour,  fitch  of  them  as  lived  out  of  Judea,  and 
thofe  of  Antioch  in  particular ,  every  man  according  to 
his  ability1,  determined  to  fend  relief  (g),  by  liberal 
contribution ,  unto  the  Chriflian  brethren  (/>)  which 
dwelt  in  Judea,  whence  the  found  of  the  gofpel  firjl  came 
out ,  and  whofe  fir  aits  they  knew ,  under fo  great  a  trial  add¬ 
ed  to  the  violence  of  their  enemies ,  would  be  very  clamant : 
which  good purpofei\fo  they  did  execute,  and  fent  what 
arofe  from  it  to  the  miniflcring  (i)  elders  of  thofe  parts  b> 
by  the  hands  of  their  two  excellent  pafors  Barnabas  and 
Saul* 


(f)  Or  while  he  governed  ai  Emperor,  after  Caligula  fa)  They 
had  not  now,  therefore,  all  things  in  common,  comp.  A<5b  xv.  t, 
See.  fee  Rom.  xii.  7.  (b)  Children  in  a  fpecial  fenfe,  of  the  fame 

heavenly  Father,  Rom.  rv.  27.  (/)  The  principal,  or  leading  mert 
of  this  congregation,  chap.  xiv.  23.  1  Per.  v.  1,2.  It  was  not  ne- 
ce/Tary  that  Paul  fliotild  mention  this  journey,  Gal.  i.  1  8. 
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3  Whatever  one  can  fpare  from  his  own  necelTary  ufes,  leaves 
enough  behind.  To  minifter  by  food  or  other  alms  to  the 
poor,  is  an  eflential  duty,  A£ls  vi.  1.  2  Cor  viii  4.  ix.  r,  12. 
Heb.  vi.  10.  Particular  favour  is  due  to  thofe  who,  under 
God,  have  been  the  earlieft:  or  bell  inftruments  of  fpiritual 
good.  Divine  providence  adapts  the  common  courfe  of  things 
fo  as  to  fubferve  his  own  great  and  beneficent  defigns.  This 
would  conciliate  Jewifh  to  Gentile  converts,  and  unite  them 
clofe  under  one  common  head.  Here  the  excellence  and  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  the  prophetic  fpirit  was  obvious.  Extraordinary 
difficulties  and  difeouragements  requite  extraordinary  aids: 
It  is  one  church’s  duty  to  own  others  of  Chrift,  and  every 
way  to  aid  them,  Rom.  xvi.  16.  1  Pet.  v.  13.  Gal  iii.  28. 
1  Thef.  iv.  9,  10.  Phil.  ii.  9.  3  John  8.  1  Cor.  xvi.  1,  &c.  Col. 
iv.  1 6,  17.  b  They  who  have  been  merciful,  meet  with  it  in 
their  turn,  A£fs  iv-  32.  Phi!,  ii.  14.  Proven  fpiritual  exevcife, 
is  worthy  of  high  trufb 
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SECT.  LVII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

NOW,  about  that  time  of  the  famine  {a')  which  had 
been  foretold,  Herod  Agrippa  the  (b)  king  flretch- 
cd  forth  his  hands  ( c )  with  violence  a  to  vex  certain  of 
the  Chriftian  church  in  Jenfalem ;  and,  in  particular , 
he  killed  James  thc(cf)  elder ,  brother  of  John,  with 
the  (?)  fword.  And,  as  an  enemy  to  religion  and  the ft  ate , 
only  becaufe  he  faw  it  pleafed  the  unbelieving  Jews,  he 
proceeded  further  to  take  b  the  apoftle  Peter  (/)alfo 
into  cuftody .  (Then  were  the  days  begun  of  keeping  the 
Pajfover  by  unleavened  bread.)  And,  when  he  had  ap¬ 
prehended  him,  he,  gave  orders  to  put  him  in  clofe  prii 
ion,  and  delivered  him,  for  greater fecurity,  to  ( g )  four 

{a )  chap.  xi.  28.  ( b )  Son  of  Ariffidjnlus,  by  Mariamne,and  grand- 
fm  of  Herod,  commonly  called  the  Great.  He  had  the  title  of  king 

f;ranted  to  him,  by  C-  Caligula  Cefar,  and  his  territories  much  en- 
arged.  (c)  Comp:  Gen.  iii.  22  Luke  ix.  62  ( d )  Both  fons  of 

ZtbeJce,  comp  Mat.  xx.  23.  This  murder  is  narrjted  by  Jofephus. 
Even  miraculous  powers  were  rot  always  to  fecure  the  apoftles. 
(e)  A  puniflimtnt  adopted  by  the  Jews  from  neighbouring  nations. 
This  Herod  was  a  kind  of  2ealot  for  the  Mofaic  law,  Joftph.  Anti 
1.  xix.  Hereby  the  number  of  the  apoflles  oF  the  circUmciiion  wat 
reduced  to  eleven  ;  for  we  do  not  find  that  any  other  was  fubfti- 
tuted  in  his  deed  ;  nor  had  the  apoftles  any  fucceflors  in  their  a- 
poftolical  office,  authority  and  dignity,  (f)  Comp.  Luke  xx.  12. 
[g)  That  is,  fixteen  foldiers  who  were  to  guard  him^  four  at  a  timer 

REFLECTIONS. 

A  Days  of  fpecial  joy*  are  often  followed  \Vith  heavy  trials  ; 
Eccl.  vii  14.  To  be  early  difmiffed  from  mortal  life  and  la¬ 
bour,  is  what  may  happen  to  choice  favourites  of  heaven  ! 
They  who  rejett  a  good  mefTage,  come  very  foon  to  hate  the 
m e flen ger  ;  and  is  a  fure  token  of  wfath,  Matth.  xxiii.  32. 
k  By  perfecution  the  name  of  Jefus  became  ftill  more  glorious. 
They  who  freely  fpeak  the  truth,  are  mod  in  danger  from  ty¬ 
rants-  Some  men  are  affraid  to  break  an  holy  day,  who  are 
not  affraid  to  facrifice  an  innocent  life  or  chara&er.  People 
are  guilty  of  murder,  who  have  determined  it  in  their  hearts. 
"Who  but  a  bad  nun  would  perfecute  religion,  fays  Laftantiiu? 

R 
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quaternions  of  foldiers  to  keep  him  by  turns ,  intend¬ 
ing  (h)  immediately  after  Eafter fervice,  to  bring  (i)  him 
forth  as  a  fecond  martyr  to  the  gratification  of  bis  people. 
Peter,  therefore,  was  kept  by  tbefe  JewiJb  enemies  in 
prifon,  and  with  anxious  care  till  he  foould  be  executed  ; 
but  intenfe  prayer  was  made  for  fo  excellent  a  perfony 
without  ccafing  {j)  of  the  church  of  Cbrijl  at  Jcrufa- 
lem  unto  Almighty  God  for  delivering  him  from  death • 
And  when  Herod  would  have  brought  him  forth  to 
fuffer ,  the  fame  d  night  Peter  was  found  fleeping,  like 
one  with  a  good  confcicncc ,  and  engaged  in  a  good  caufe ,  be¬ 
tween  two  foldiers,  who  were  bound  one  to  each  arm 
with  two  (Jz)flrong  chains  :  and  the  keepers  bcfulcs , 
before  e  the  door,  to  prevent  his  movement  without  their 
notice ,  kept  the  prifon  Jhut  againjl  all  his  friends  upon  that 


(/>)  After  the  vhole  paflover  folemnity  was  over  ?  which  continued 
z  week,  from  firft  to  lafl.  (/)  Comp,  verfe  19.  Matth.  xxvi.  t. 
(j)  They  were  frequent  and  fervent,  comp.  Luke  ixii  44.  Ads 
xxvi.  7.  (.4)  In  common  cafes,  prifoners  were  only  bound  to  one. 


REFLECTIONS. 

e  A  common  caufe  claims  affe£lionate  regard.  Piety  and  mu¬ 
tual  love,  avail  much  with  Almighty  God.  Nothing  but  what 
is  good,  fhould  we  even  wifli  to  thofe  who  purfue  us  with  ha¬ 
tred  and  cruelties.  For  like  reafon  that  church  members  are 
bound  to  fupport  and  encourage  their  paftors  under  afflictions, 
they  ought  ever  to  treat  them  with  diftinguilhmg  honour, 
efteem,  and  love,  1  Cor.  iv  j.  1  Tim.  v.  17. ;  cordially  to  re¬ 
ceive  their  ad  mini  Orations,  fo  far  as  confiffs  with  rights  of  eon- 
fcience,  i  Pet.  ii.  1,  2.  Ileb.  xiii.  17,  7.  to  follow  them  in 
good,  1  Cor  xi.  1  to  pray  heartilv  for  them,  1  TliciT.  v.  25. 
2  Theft  iii.  1,2.  to  provide  liberally  for  them,  Cal.  vi.  6. 
1  Cor.  ix.  7,  13,  & c.  Matih-  x.  10.  to  converfe  at  times  free¬ 
ly,  yet  mode  ft  Iv,  Heb.  x.  24,  25.  Mai.  iii.  16.  Mat.  xviii.  19, 
20.  to  cultivate  peace  and  harmony,  Eph.  iv.  3  Rom.  xiv.  19. 
Already  the  gofpel  fueeefs  became  fo  confiderable,  as  to  alarm 
both  policy  and  fuperftition.  They  who  inquire  not  into  the 
true  ftate  of  things,  take  up  with  paflionate  and  hafty  meafures. 
d  Faith  and  confidence  arc  both  wifely  and  mercifully  tried,  for 
rendering  fupport  and  deliverance  the  more  illuftrious ;  and  to 
confound  the  more  in  the  end,  fuch  as  do  oppofe  good  men. 
e  i'hthaidcft  tilings  .yield  to  divine  power. 
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fide.  And,  behold,  of  a  ftJdcn ,  the  angel  of  the  (/) 
Lord  came  upon  him,  and  a  fplendid  (ni)  light  from 
him  fliined  in  heart  of  the  thick-walled  prifon  :  and  he 
gently  fmote  Peter  on  the  fide,  and  fo  raifed  him  up 
out  of  his  Jlcep ,  faying,  at  the  fame  time  to  him ,  A  rife  up 
quickly.  And,  that  fame  moment  of  time,  his  chains,  as 
though  they  had  heard  his  voice ,  injlantly  (ji)  fell  off  from 
his  hands,  without  awaking  his  keepers.  And  the  angel 
farther  laid  unto  him  (o\  Gird  thyfelf  prcfently ,  by 
means  of  an  under  garment,  and  bind  on  thy  (p)  fandals 
for  walking  :  and  fo  he  did.  And  he  next  faith  unto 
him,  Caff  now  thy  upper  (cf)  garment  about  thee,  and 
follow  me  through  the  prifon.  And  he,  agreeable  to  or¬ 
der  (r  ),  went  out  from  the  place  of  his  confinement ,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  him  who  was  fent ;  and  will  not ,fo  Jlrange  and 
unexpected  were  the  whole  particulars  (i),  that  it  was  true 
indeed  which  was  thus  done  by  the  angel  of  the  Lord : 
but  thought  in  himfelf  that  hitherto  he  faw  a  mere  pro- 
phctic  viiion.  When  they  were  part  the  firft  and  fc- 
cond  prifon  ward,  both  watched  with  foldiers ,  they  came 
at  length  to  the  heavy  iron  gate  that  lcadeth  direCi  unto 
the  capital  city  ;  which  f  opened  to  them  even  as  the 
rejl  had  done  (j)  of  his  own  accord  :  and  they  went 
out  unmolcfed,  and  paffed  on  together  through  one 
ftrect  of  the  city ,  and  forthwith  the  angel,  having  exe¬ 
cuted  his  commijfion  5,  departed  from  him  of  afudden. 
And,  when  Peter  was  fully  come  to  himfel f,from  late 
ajlonjhmcnt ,  lie  faid,  in  his  mind ,  Now  1  know  of  a  (u) 

(/)  Comp  Matth.  i.  30  1  Pet  iii.  22.  Luke  ii.  9.  (w)  So  chap.  ix. 
3.  (//)  I'he  miracle  wts  fo  much  the  more  coiifptcuons,  from  the 

ftrengih  and  (kill  with  which  Peter  had  been  bound.  («■)  That  is, 
tie  up  your  clothes,  comp.  Jcr.  iiii.  1.  (p)  Or  fhoes.  Though 

not  proper  to  delay,  he  is  not  put  into  hurry  and  confufion,  in  xii. 
8.  (7)  Or  cloak,  (>*)  All  this  time  the  keepers  both  within  and 

without,  were  faft  all :ep.  (j)  See  2  Cor.  xii.  2.3.  (/)  Comp. 

Mark  iv.  28.  Lev.  xxv.  5,  1 1 .  (u)  Or  in  reality,  comp.  lfa.  xxi. 

REFLECTIONS. 

(  What  depends  upon  care  and  induftry,  mull  not  thus  expe<ft 
fupei natural  interpofition,  e  See  note  (/'}. 
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furety,  that  the  glorious  Lord  God  hath  fent  from  hea¬ 
ven  his  benevolent  angel,  and  hath,  for  the  prefent,  deli¬ 
vered  me  out  of  the  hand  of  cruel  king  Herod  and 
from  all  that  he  did purpofe,  to  gratify  the  expe&ation  of 
the  (*)  like  perfecuting  people  of  the  Jews  from  different 
quarters  of  the  land  with  himfelf  And,  when  he  had 
confidcred  the  amazing  thing,  of  his  imminent  danger 
and  miraculous  efcape ,  he  came  to  the(y)  houfe  of 
Mary  the  mother  of  John,  whofe  furname  was  Mark; 
where  many  faints  were  gathered  together  h  praying 
(z)  as  above.  And,  as  Peter  knocked  at  the  door  of 
the  (abater  gate,  which  led  through  an  area  into  the 
houfe  (b),  a  damfel  came,  in  fecret  prudent  manner ,  to 
hearken,  named  (r)  Rhoda.  And  when  (he  well 
knew  Peter’s  voice  file  opened  not  the  gate  for  glad- 
nefs  and  impatience  together  of  communicating  fuch  good 
news  to  the 1  rejl ,  but  ran  in  towards  the  houfe ,  and  told 
phe  pious  worjhippers  there  how  Peter  Rood  before  the 
gate.  And  they  faid  unto  her,  The  thing  is  incredible , 
and  thou  net  gone  mad  for  certain.  But  {he  conftantly 
affirmed  with  marks  <f  great earnefnefs,  that  it  was  even 
fo  as  fie  had  fpoken .  Then,  allowing  her  fame  degree  of 
credit ,  faid  they,  in  their  confufon ,  one  to  another ,  It  is  his 
guardian  angel  (d)y  or  minijtering  fpirit ,  come  to  fpcak  for 


14.  (*)  See  Pfd  xxvii  12,32.  Peter  before  hand,  therefore,  had 
ro  fuch  hopp.  §!ie  appears  at  this  time,  to  have  been  a  widow, 
from  her  huflj  md  not  being  named,  comp,  verfe  25.  chap.  xiii.  5, 
13.  xv  33  (z)  See  verfe  5.  (a)  Comp.  Judges  xviii.  17.  le? 

verfe  14.  (/)  Such  houfes  Dr.  Shaw  has  given  us  a  defeription 

of  if;  ihe  rail,  fee  A£h  x  1  7.  Matth.  xjvi.  7.  (c)  Or  rofe  So  Sufin- 
na,  fignihes  a  lily.  Hcdefa,a  myrde.  Tamar,  a  palm  tree  All  names 
pf  agreeable  flowers,  or  plants,  (d)  See  Mat.  xviii.  10  Or  limply, 


REFIE  CTIONS. 

h  Chndeftine  and  even  nightly  meetings,  become  not  only  lawr 
ful,  but  proper,  in  evil  times  *  We  fhould  make  friends, 
as  foon  as  poflible,  partakers  of  our  joys.  God  doth  mix 
mirth  with  fadnefs,  and  fadnefs  with  mirth,  that  we 
fhould  not  defpair.  He  mercifully  tends  thofe  that  love 
him,  by  reftraining  the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and  providing 
for  their  fafety.  Eameflnefs  of  affe&ion  to  the  good,  is 
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him,  and  who  may  therefore  have  ajfumed  his  form .  But 
Peter  continued  knocking  for  admittance  among  the 
faithful:  and  when  they  had  opened  the  door,  and 
faw  him  verily ,  they  were  aftonifhed  at  an  event  fo 
wonderful ,  fo  unaccountable.  But  he,  beckoning  unto 
them  with  the  hand  to  hold  their  ipzict^e), under  fuchna - 
tural  tranf port  for  fome  few  mo?nents ,  declared  unto  them 
at  large ,  how  the  Lord  k,  by  his  angel ,  had  miraculoufly 
brought  him  .out  of  the  prifon.  And  he  laid,  after 
devoutly  and  jointly  praijing  Almighty  God  for  fo  great  a 
benefit :  Go,  fhew  thefe  things  which  have  happened , 
unto  our  dear  brother  James  the  Lefsff ),  and  to  the 
other  brethren  in  Chrffl l,  whofe  pious  concern  on  my  ac¬ 
count  has  met  with  fuch  kind  regard .  And  he  departed 
fome  little  while  ,and  went  into  another  more  retired  place 
of  the  city.  Now,  as  foon  as  it  was  clear  day,  there  was 
po  fmall  fUr  among  the  foldiers  who  had  him  under  moji 
immediate  charge ,  what  was  become  of  Peter.  And 
when  Herod  had  diligently  fought  for  him,  and  found 
him  not,  he  examined  the  ^//-keepers  (. g )  as  to  what 
account  they  were  able  to  give  ;  and,  fuppofng  they  had 
been  guilty  of  connivance  with  the  late  prifoner ,  command¬ 
ed,  in  his  rajh  and  cruel  wrath,  that  they  fhould  forth¬ 
with  be  put  to  death  ( h  ).  And  he,  difappointed  of  his 
wicked  views  m,  went  down  from  Judea  to  Cefarea  (/), 
and  there,  for  ?nof  part,  abode. 


meflencrer  fent  from  him  ;  as  in  Luke  vii.  14.  Mitth.  xr.  rc.  Rev.  i. 
20.  ( e }  Comp.  Luke  xiii.  16.  xix.  33  (/')  He  was  one  of  great 

anJ  j  id  authority,  even  among  the  apoftks  Son  of  Alpheus,  and 
who  wrote  the  epittle,  which  to  this  day  gotth  under  his  name. 
{g)  Sec  chap.  iv.  9.  xxviii  18.  (/>  )  It  is  like,  he  got  not  time  to 

execute  this;  God  feeing  proper,  chat  innocent  people  fhould  not 
fnffer,  by  faving  of  Peter,  (i  )  See  chap.  viii.  40. 


REFLECTIONS. 

highly  commendable.  *  Through  the  bed  of  all  inftniments, 
wc  ought  ever  to  look  to  him  that  is  fupreme.  Angels  them- 
felves  have  no  juft  claim  to  our  worfhip.  1  By  praifing  God 
we  encourage  others  to  trud  and  to  do  good  Signal  deliver- 
a  ices  engage  to  ferve  God  with  refolution  and  zeal.  m  The 
Tver 'it  vengeance  is  in  referve  for  cruel  tyrants,  even  where 
they  look  for  mod  cafe. 
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SECT.  LVIII.  FROM  VERSE  XX. 

AND  Herod  was  highly  difpleafed  with  them  who 
lived  in  the  maritime  cities  of  ( a )  Tyre  and  Sidon,  on  the 
account  of  fome fappofed  affront :  but  they,  apprebenftve  of 
danger ,  came  with  one  accord  to  him  by  proper  deputies*; 
and  having  made  Blaftus,  in  particular ,  who  was  the 
king’s  chamberlain,  and  favourite  at  ihe  time ,  their 
friend,  earncjlly  defired  peace,  through  bis  interejl  ;  be- 
caufe  their  country,  bordering  upon  Judea  and  Galilee , 
was  nourithed,  in  cffett  (7>),  by  food  and  merchandize 
fent  from  the  king’s  country.  And  upon  a  (c)  folemn 
fet  day  for  fuitable  public  feftivity  and  rejoicings ,  Herod, 
arrayed  in  white  royal  apparel,  woven  with  fiver ,  which 
did Jlrongly  reflect  the  fun-beamsi  fat,  in  the  theatre ,  upon 
his  auguft  throne,  and  from  thence  made  an  oration 
upon  the  fubjed  of  his  own  clemency ,  that  was  univcrfally 
pleafng  unto  them.  And  the  people,  charmed  with  his 
appearance  and  addrefs ,  by  way  of  return ,  gave  forth  a  joint 
fhout  of  praife ,  faying,  It  is  the  voice  of  a  god  ( d )  for 
certain ,  and  not  that  of  a  weak  mortal  man.  And,  be - 
caufe  the  thing  difpleafed  him  not ,  but  was  heard  with  com¬ 
placency  though  falfe  and  impious  to  a  great  degree b,  imme- 

( a )  In  Phoenicia,  near  the  hounds  of  his  kingdom.  Some  think 
the  caufe  of  his  fevere  difpleafure  might  be  receiving  Peter  among 
them,  (b)  Comp,  i  Kings  v.  11.  Ezek.  xxvii.  17.  Ifa.  xxiii.  18. 
(c)  Jofephus  fays,  it  was  on  the  f;cond  day  of  the  games,  exhibited 
in  honour  of  Claudius  Cefar,  1.  xix  r.  7.  ( d )  The  Bath-col,  Syri¬ 

ac,  or  the  fpeechof  God.  Phis,  from  fuch  of  them  as  were  Jews, 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  See  Sett.  LVII.  Reflett.  m.  b  They  who  are  much  taken 
with  high  fwelling  words  of  praife  are  guilty  of  impious  trea- 
fon,  2  Mac.  is.  9.  Ignorance  and  zeal,  without  knowledge 
here,  could  yet  be  pled.  Popular  flattery  would  make  gods  of 
thofe  who  are  not  worthy  of  the  name  of  man.  The  proud, 
the  impious,  and  the  perfccutor  are  furell  fitted  ohjetts  of  di¬ 
vine  vengeance.  Chod  delays  to  punifli,  that  by  great  and  mar¬ 
vellous  examples  he  may  teach  polterity,  Lad  an.  bet  this  be 
a  leflon  to  all  future  ages,  Pfal.  ix.  16.  Behold  in  it  the  power 
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diately  the  (c)  angel  of  the  Lord  fmote  him  with  grie¬ 
vous  pains  about  the  heart  and  bowels,  becaufe,  injlead  of 
rcprejftng  and  dif avowing  fuch  Jfjamefut  adulation ,  he  gave 
not  God  the  whole  gldry  rather:  and ,foon  after ,  he  was 
eaten  up  of  numerous  fmall  worms,  and  gave  up  the 
ghoft  in  difmal  agony .  But,  this  great  foe  of  truth  and 
holinefs  being  taken  out  of  the  way ,  the  puregofpel  word  of 
God  grew  eminently  fuccefsful ,  and  multiplied  both  in  the 
number  and  excellence  of  its  prof  effort.  And  Barnabas  c 
and  Saul  returned  (^)from  executing  their  commijfion  at 
Antioch  to  Jerufalem,  when  they  had  fully  fulfilled 
their  miniftry  ( h^  for  relief,  unto  the  brethren  which 
dwelt  in  Judea,  and  took  with  them  John  (/'),  whofe 
furname  was  Mark. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

SECT.  LIX.  FROM  VERSE  T. 

NOW,  there  were  in  the  Chrijlian  {a)  church  that 
was  at  Antioch,  certain  prophets,  who  foretold 

was  peculiarly  impious.  (<?)  Comp,  z  Sam  xxiVi  16.  2  Kings  rir. 
35.  Jofeph  Ant.  He  died  in  the  fifth  day  of  his  torment,  fee  chap* 
x.  2,  6.  xiv.  14,  15.  (/)  Comp.  chap.  vi.  7.  xix.  tc.  (^)  Some 

M.  S.  S.  give  countenance  to  this  very  natural  interpretation. 
(/.')  See  chap  xi.  29,3.0.  Here  the  hiftory  of  the  apoftles  of  the 
circumcifion  is  very  naturally  dropped  ;  for  it  doth  not  appear 
from  the  New  Teftament  that  they  ever  preached  to  idolatrous 
Gentiles  ;  at  leaft  before  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem.  (/')  Comp, 
verfe  tz. 

(a)  See  chap.  xi.  27,  See.  xv.  32.  The  hiftory  of  Peter  is  very 
REFLECTIONS. 

of  divine  majefty  f  Knowledge  of  the  true  God  renders  im¬ 
pious  pride  the  more  aggravated  j  fee  note  c.  c  The  ties  of  i  ri¬ 
te  re  ft  and  afte&ion  together,  are  ftrongly  felt.  How  necefl'ary 
is  it  to  feck  peace  with  the  God  of  heaven  ?  I)eut  xxviii.  23. 
compared  with  this,  the  applaufes  of  the  multitude  are  often 
both  vain  and  impious. 


*3^  ACTS  OF  THE  Chap,  xrif; 

future  events,  and  ( b )  were  eminent  teachers  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  fefus ;  fuch  as  the  generous  Levite  (r)  Barnabas* 
and  Simeon  that  was  called  ( d )  Niger  from  bis  fwarthy 
complexion ,  and  ( e )  Lucius  of  Cyrene  in  Africa,  and 
JVlanaen,  a  which  had  been  brought  up  from  his  early 
years  with  Herod  the  {f)  tetrarch  (^),  and  Saul  the 
once  noted  perfecutor.  As  they  publicly  (Jo)  miniftered 
to  the  Lord  fefus ,  and  failed  (/)  in  private ,  to  aid  their 
devotion ,  the  Holy  Ghoft fent  from  him ,  by  aftrong  dijimcl 
impulfe ,  faid,  (yj  Separate  me  cut  of  your  number,  for  a 
time ,  {ft)  Barnabas  and  (/)  Saul b  for  the  fpecial  extenfive 
work  of  preaching  among  the  Gentiles ,  whereunto  1  have 
now{m )  called  them.  And  when  in  a  confiderable  body 
they  had  failed  and  prayed  for  additional  aids  and  re - 

properly  dropped,  a*  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  preached  to 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles.  Firft,  we  have  an  account  of  the  fpread- 
ing  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Jews  only.  Arts  ii.  chap  to  chap.  j. 
Then  of  the  fpreadingof  Chriftknity  among  the  devout  Gentiles* 
from  chap.  x.  to  iiii.  Then  among  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  from 
chap,  xiii  to  the  end.  From  the  time  of  Malachy  to  John,  no  pro¬ 
phet  had  appeared.  ( b )  Inferior  to  apoftles,  and  perhaps  even 
ordinary  Hated  minifters,  comp,  i  Cor.  xii.  28.  Eph.  iv.  n; 
(c)  See  chap,  xi  22.  &c.  [d)  Or  black.  ( e )  A  Roman  name* 

fee  chap.  xi.  2c.  {/)  To  drfiinguilh  him  from  Herod  the  king* 

Matth.  xiv  rc.  Luke  iii  1  (g)  See  chap.  ix.  ( h )  Or  officiated, 

Heb.  x  II.  Rom  xv.  16.  Syrian  and  Arabic  fay,  prayed,  Heb.  xiii; 
ic.  See  Matth.  vi.  16.  xvi>.  21.  Adis  xiv.  33.  (/)  See  Mat.  vi; 

16.  xvii  21.  Adis  xiv.  2*  (y)  Comp  chap.  x.  19.  xx.  23.  Tim 

fometimes  applied  to  things  which  were  not  perfons.  Mat.  xiii; 
14.  John  vii.  38,  42.  (/{)  See  chap.  iv.  36,  37.  (/)  See  chap; 

ix.  15.  xxii.  21.  Before  this  they  were  familiarly  united,  chap; 
ix  27.  ii.  25.  (w)  Comp,  verfe  5; 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  How  different  fnay  thofe  under  a  like  education  prove? 

The  Gentiles,  by  a  fpecial  divine  command,  were  now  clearly1 
to  be  called  every  where,  Gal  »i.  8,  A£ts  xxii  21.  Some  un- 
derfland  this  to  have  been  commiinicatcd,  2  Cor  sii.  1,  &c. 
A  noble  preparation  truly  for  fo  much  labour  and  trial.  Naf 
facrifice  is  more  acceptable  to  God  than  fetting  forth  the  glory* 
of  Chrifl.  His  divine  blefling  is  neceffitry  to  turn  the  greateft 
gifts  and  offices  into  profit.  They  who  go  out  upon  facred 
work,  ought  to  maintain  a  becoming  regard  to  this,  by  means 
of  frequent  intenfe  prayer. 
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m arkable  fucrefs ,  and  laid  (n)  their  hands  on  them, 
to  Signify  their  arqukfcence  in  the  celejiial  motion ,  they  fent 
them  away  with  every  token  of  friendship,  for  execution  of 
their  high,  arduous ,  and  honourable  office. 


SECT.  LX.  FROM  VERSE  IV. 

$  O  they  being  thus  fent  forth  by  immediate  dire  ft  ion 
c/*  the  {a)  !!:)!y  Ghoft,  departed,  under  the  fame  influ¬ 
ence,  unto  h)  Seleuda,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antioch  ; 
and  from  thence  they  tidied  to  the  (c)  ifland  Cyprus, 
And  when  they  were  arrived  there ,  at  a  city  of  the  eafl 
ft  lei  named  (d)  Salamis,  they  preached  the  word  of 
God,  made  known  to  them  from  Chrifl,  in  many  of  the  fy- 
hagogues  of  the  Jews  :  and  they  had  alio  ( e )  John 
Mark  to  be  their  minifter  both  in  bodily  and  fpiritual 
things.  And  when  they  had  gone  from  this  weftwards 
through  other  parts  of  the  iile,  fofar  as  unto  (/)  Paphos, 
they  found  a  certain  magical  forcerer,  a  falfe  teaching 
Qr)  prophet,  and  a  Jew  at  the  fame  time  by  profcffiony 
whofe  name  was  (Z>)  Bar-Jefus  ;  which  was  then  with 
the  Roman  (/)  deputy  of  the  country  (j),  Sergius  Pau* 
lus  (£),  i  judicious  prudent  man  ;  who,  from  the  fame  of 
what  they  taught,  called,  by  his  fervants,  for  Barnabas 
and  Saul,  and  earvejlly  defired a  to  hear  from  them ,  what 

(»)  See  chap.  vi.  6.  xiv.  26.  (0)  Crmp.  Match,  xiv.  [5,  22,  23. 

(a)  See  verfe  2.  {A)  Named  from  Sebucus  the  builder.  An' 

Afiatic  city,  in  the  province  of  Mefopdtamia,  or  Diarbar.  (r)  In 
the  Mediterranean,  and  nigh  to  Syria;  fee  chap,  iv.  ,6.  [d)  Now 
called  Famaugufta;  (e)  See  chap;  xii.  25.  Luke  iv.  20.  (f)  Where 
wis  rhe  Paphian  Venus,  or  Cyprian  quren,  moft  bafely  and  idola- 
fcroufly  worlhipped,  in  a  fplendid  temple;  (^)  Like  as  chap,  viii,  9, 
Ii.  (A)  Eirher  fon  of  Jrfus,  or  fon  of  ialvation,  comp.  Matth. 
ivi.  17.  Mark  x.  46  (/)  Or  procouful.  A  Roman  magiflrate, 

who  govern'd  a  province  belonging  to  the  empire,  with  confular 
power,  (j)  A  celebrated  Roman  name,  (J)  Signifying  little. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Barnabas  was  one  of  fi tigulnr  foftnefs,  as  Saul  was  of  zeal 
iind  warmth ;  making  a  proper  mixture  for  fo  great  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  an  undertaking  1  an  undoubted  honour  this  to  the 
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they  chofe  to  denominate  the  true  word  of  God.  But 
Elymas  (/')  the  forcerer  (for  fo  is  his  current  name  by 
interpretation)  withftood  them  minijlers  of  heaven , 
feeking,  by  his  utmofl  artful  endeavours ,  to  turn  away 
the  deputy  from  all  fort  of  regard  to  the  pure  Chri/tianb 
faith.  Then  ( m )  Saul  (who  alfo  is  called  Paul)  filled 
with  an  extraordinary  mcafure  of  the  ( n )  Holy  Ghoft, 
'fet  his  eyes  Jlcadfajlly  on  him  (o),  and  faid,  O  thou 
full  of  all  hazardous  fubtilty,  and  thereby  prompt  to  all 
manner  of  mifehief,  thou  very  child  (/>)  of  the  devil, 
from  habit  and  inclination  to  imitate  him c;  thou  Jiubborn 
enemy  of  all  rightcoufncfs !  Wilt  thou  not  yet  ceafe  to 
pervert  the  (q)  right  ways  of  truth,  from  the  Lord  fit- 
preme  ?  And  now  (r),  to  puniflj  thy  wilful  horrible  guilt 
in  part ,  and  fo  as  to  warn  others ,  behold,  the  Jlrong  (r) 
hand  of  the  Lord  J efus  is  upon  thee  d  ;  and  thou  lhalt 
be  fuddcnly  blind,  not  feeing  the  ckarejl  i\n\-Jhine  light 
itfelf  for  a  fcafor\.  And  immediately  there  fell  on  him  a 


(/)  Some,  an  Arabic  word  for  wife,  as  magus  the  Perfian  word. 
Others,  from  the  Hebrew  word  helyma,  healer,  (w)  A  Hebrew, 
as  the  other  is  a  Roman  name,  and  his  moft  common  one  with  the 
Gentile*.  (;;)  Crmp.  chap.  iv.  8  vii.  59.  A  divine  fortitude. 
(0)  Jomp.  ch^p  iii.  iz,6,  15.  (p)  See  John  viii.  41,  44.  comp. 

Afls  xviii.  14.  (q)  Comp.  Hof.  xiv.  y  Afls  vii.  5  1.  (/  )  There¬ 
fore,  as  in  chap.  x.  5  (/)  Comp.  Ruth  i.  13. 


REFLECTIONS. 

divine  wifdom  f  There  ia  no  place  for  craft,  among  thofe  who 
have  once  learned  the  fine  and  fteadfaft  truth.  The  moft  fo- 
lid  and  important  prudence,  is  to  inquire  impartially  after  gof- 
pel  evidence,  and  be  governed  by  it.  b  Even  the  belt  meflen- 
gers  of  the  gofpd,  may  lav  their  account  to  be  oppofed.  c  To 
obftruift  the  progrefs  of  divine  truth,  ia  peculiarly  Satanifh, 
1  Cor  iv.  4.  and  leads  to  dellrudlive  wandering,  Mat.  xv.  14. 
It  is  an  extreme  bafenefs,  to  prefer  our  own  vain  glory  and  fil¬ 
thy  lucre,  to  the  eternal  welfare  of  others.  They  are  not  wor¬ 
thy  to  fee  the  light,  who  wage  open  war  againft  that  of  the 
gofpel.  d  It  is  not  meet  to  rail  from  mere  human  paffion,  or 
upon  uncertain  evidence.  A  prophetic  knowledge  and  cha- 
radler  will  juftify  an  ufe  of  ftrong  terms.  Indignant  grief  muft 
fpring  from  clear  indubitable  figns  of  perverfion.  Chrift  the 
heavenly  Lord,  is  fuperior  to  all  principalities  and  powers  of 
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mi  ft  and  a  darknefs  (/)  truly  tremendous ;  and  he,  1 uhofe 
fedutUon  had fo  long  and  greatly  mijled  others ,  went  about 
under  deep  horror ,  feeking  fome  to  take  hold  of  and  lead 
him  by  the  hand  ( u ).  Then  the  deputy,  when  he 
faw  what  was  done,  by  the  fervants  of  Jefus ,  to  punijh 
bafc  magical  oppofition  to  divine  truths  firmly  believed  the 
gofpely  being  aftonilhed  afterwards c  at  the  entire  admi¬ 
rable  docftrine  of  the  Lord. 

SECT.  LXI.  FROM  VERSE  XIII. 

NOW,  when  Paul  and  his  company  on fhip  board 
loofed  from  Paphos,  they  came  to  {a)  Perga  in  the 
country  of  Pamphylia  ( b)\  and  John,  for  certain  reafons , 
departing  from  them,  returned  to  his  mother  at(c)  Je¬ 
rusalem.  But  when  they  departed  after  that  from 
Perga  they  came  to  {df)  Antioch,  a  confiderable  city  in 
the  dijlrid  ofPifidia,  and  went  into  the  Jewijh  tyna- 
gogue  on  the  (<?)  Sabbath-day,  and  iat  down  in  fome 
confpicuous  place  both  for  hearing ,  and ,  f  need  were^  to 
fpeak  from  thence  likewife .  And  after  the  cujiomary 
reading  fuch  part  of  the  law,  and  of  the  (/)  prophets 
which  fell  in  courfe,  the  rulers  of  the  lynagogue,^')^^ 

(/)  See  Gen.  xix.  xi  2  Sam.  vi.  18.  (a)  Comp.  chap.  ix.  8. 

(a)  A  ciry,  fays  Pomponius  Mela-  famous  for  a  rumple  cf 
Diana.  (f>)  File  ancient  nime  of  a  province  in  Leifev  Aiiw,  lying 
near  the  Mediterranean  coaft,  beiween  the  provinces  of  i.y -ia  and 
Cilicia,  now  a  pm  of  Caritnania.  (c)  Perhaps  he  chofe  to  give 
up  with  fo  great  a  labour,  and  danger,  fee  chap.  xv.  5S  (d)  To 
diftinguilh  it  from  that  in  Syria,  chap.  xii. — xiii.  1.  Built  in  me¬ 
mory  of  the  fime  Antioch,  by  Seleucns  his  fon.  (<?)  Greek  sab¬ 
baths,  as  iu  Matth.  xii.  1.  xxviii.  1.  (/)  By  a  proper  divifum,  the 

whole  in  one  year,  were  read,  chap,  xvii  1  2  (t§)  Comp  Luke 

iv.  15,  17.  Perhaps  the  apoftles  might  alk  this  privilege.  Any 

REFLECTIONS. 

darknefs.  e  Bifliops,  pallors,  or  elders,  are  to  ftudy  and  preach 
the  word,  by  reading,  expounding,  feimonizing  and  cate- 
chifing,  Deut.  xxxi.  9,  12.  Luke  iv.  16.  A£ts  xiii.  15,  27, 
1  ThelT.  v.  27.  Heb.  v.  12.  1  Tim.  iv.  13,  15.  Matth.  xxviii. 
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right  it  was,  fent  a  meffage  unto  them,  faying  a,  by 
their  officer ,  Ye  men  and  brethren,  who  appear  by  your 
ftuation  not  averfe ,  if  ye  have  any  word  of  exhortation 
for  the  people  ere  they  difmifs ,  fay  on  now  and  welcome. 
(/?)  Then  Paul  flood  up  as  one  who  had  not  a  common 
title  hke  thofe  wkojlatcdly  (f)  fat  and  taught ,  and  beckon¬ 
ing  with  hi  s  hand  (  /)  to  procure  attention ,  faid  thus.  Men 
of  lira  el  by  defeeni  and  belief \  and  all  ye  b  of  Gentile  ex- 
trad  that  now  do  happily  fear  (/•)  the  living  and  true  God, 
give  patient  audience  for  a  little  to  my  words.  The  God 
of  this  people  of  Ifrael  whom  you  meet  here  to  worfjip, 
and  to  be  inJtrudcJ  by  cut  of  his  /tiw,chofe  our  eminent  an - 
cient  fa  thers  Abraham,  If/ac  and  Jacob  to  be  his  peculiar  fer - 
wants  and  friends  y-xnd  exalted  the(/  Jpeopl  e.  who  fprung  from 
them  to/ignal  honours  by  means  of{m)Joftph,evenyx\icn  they 
dwelt  as  Grangers  in  the  land  of  £gypt,  and  with  an 
exceeding  (w)  high  arm  of  power  c  brought  he  them  af¬ 
terwards  oyt  of  it,  where  at  that  time  they  were  cruelly 
and  ungratefully  ufed.  And  about  the  time  of  forty 


one.  fays  the  Talmud  and  Maimonides,  might  make  a  fpeech  afrer 
public  worfhip  was  over.  (*)  Comp.  chap.  iv.  36  (/)  See  Luke 

iv.  20.  (j)  See  chnp.  xii.  17  (i)  Probably  Jewifii  profclyies. 

comp.  chap.  x.  2.  xiii.  43  (/)  A  metaphor  from  bringing  edifices 

to  their  perfection  in  height,  comp.  Pfalm  ix.  13  (  v.)  The  kind- 

refs  of  heaven,  till  Mfliah  came,  are  enumerated  by  v>ife  con_ili«. 
at ing  decrees  (\)  t  he  metaphor  is  taken  from  mcD.  when  they 
lift  up  their  arm  tor  a  great  ftroke,  comp.  Ex.  vi.  6  Job.  xh  4. 


REFLECTIONS. 

a  A  premifeuous  freedom  of  fpeaking  in  public  is  far  from 
being  orckriy  or  ufeful.  b  They  do  well  who  iecure  good 
will  by  proper  means,  when  they  begin  to  preach.  1  he  Jews, 
by  temporal  mercies,  were  prepaied  for  others  of  a  much  more 
important  nature  An  acquaintance  with  feripture,  is  the 
higheft  part  of  literature.  A  filial  reverence  for  the  divine  be¬ 
ing,  is  the  governing  principle  of  all  religion.  c  God  did  plead 
for  the  injured  caufe  of  the  Jews,  by  moil  aftonifliing  miracles, 
comp.  Deut.  i.  13  Ezek  xvi.  4,3,  8.  Here  we  have  a  noble 
pvidcnce  of  feripture  genuinenefs  and  authority,  which,  by 
{heir  public  reading  in  Giriftian  folemnities  fliould  be  tranf- 
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years  fuflered  he  their  provoking  evil  {o)  manners  in 
the  d  wildernefs  betwixt  Egypt  and  the  promifed  land. 
And  when,  at  length ,  he  had  dettroyed  for  their  fakes , 
no  lefs  than  icven  mighty  ip)  idolatrous  nations  in  the 
land  of  Chanaan,  he  ( q )  divided  their  whole  land  to 
them  by  lot.  And  after  that  long  period  of  their  hiftoryy 
he  gave  unto  them  a  feries  e/judges  for  government  both 
in  peace  and  war ,  about  the  fpace  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  years,  until  Samuel  the  prophet,  who  was  the  laji 
of  that  order .  And  afterward,  to  be  ruled  and  defended 
like  other  encompajfing  nations ,  they  defired  a  king  (r)f 
in  place  of  a  republic  :  and,  (f )  to  gratify  their  importunity , 
he  gave  unto  them  Saul  the  fon  of  Cis,  a  man  of  the 
tribe  of  ( t )  Benjamin  by  the  fpace  of  nigh  forty  years. 
And  when  he  had  moft  jujtly  removed  him  ( u ),  on  ac - 
count  of  his  difobedience ,  he  railed  up  unto  them  David, 
from  (x)  low  outward  eft  ate ,  and  from  the  tribe  of  Judah ? 
to  be  their  king:  to  whom  alfo  he  gave  honourable 
teftimony  in  his  word  (y),  and  laid,  I  have  found  my 
fervant  David  the  Ion  of  JelTe,  a  man  for  {yd)  rule  after 
mine  own  c  heart,  which,  in  the  duties  of  that  high  office 
and  very  different  from  his  predecefor  {a),  lhall  fulfil  all 
my  will.  Of  this  man’s  ( b )  feed  hath  Almighty  God, 
according  to  his  gracious  promile,  raifed  unto  the  people 
of  Ilrael  fit  ft,  a  moft  illuftrious  Saviour,  from  the  greateft 

Luke  i  51.  (0)  Comp  Dmt,  i.  3  r.  Pfilm  x-*.  rc  (/>)  Thefe 

wire  the  defendants  of  C-maun,  the  grand  child  of  Cham,  fee  Ex. 
ii?.  S,  17.  Judges  iii.  5.  Hitrites,  Anionites,  Canaanites.  Periz- 
z'tt  S.  Hivires,  Jcbuiites,  and  Gibeonir.es.  (q)  Jofhoa  the  fueceflbr 
of  M  iles,  wi'h  Eleazar  High  Prieft,  were  his  mltruments;  Jolh  xiii. 
7.  xiv.  c,&:.  (r)  See  1  Sam  viii.  y,  19.  (/)  Comp.  1  Sam  ix. 

15,  16.  x  t.  (r)  And  not  of  Judah.  Gen,  xli*  ro.  fee  1  Sam.  xi. 
7.  (»)  Comp  r  Sam.  xiii.  1.  xv  26  2S  (x)  See  Pfalm  cxiii.  7, 

H.  Ixxxix.  20,  21.  (>)  i  Sam  13,  14  (z)  Ur  agreeable  to  me. 

{A  Comp.  PCil  lxxviii.  72.  Or,  to  perforin  all  that  L  would  have 
ooue.  (If)  Sea  A&s  ii.  30.  Ifa.  xi.  i,  See.  comp.  A<5t»  iii.  22.  Pfal, 


REFLECTIONS. 

mined.  d  See  laft  note.  e  Like  David,  may  v/e  be  folicitous 
to  ferve  our  generation  according  to  the  will  of  God,  Zech, 
xii.  8-  waiting  in  a.  way  of  ufefulnefs,  our  fummons  to  fall 
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of  all  miferies ,  even  (r)  Jefus  ;  when  John  ( d ),  as  was 
likewife  foretold ,  had  firft  preached,  immediately  before 
his  perfonal  coming,  the  baptifin  of  ( e )  repentance  and 
pardon  to  all  the  people  of  lfrael.  And  as  John  bad 
fulfilled  his  courfe  (/)  of  facred  office,  and  not  long  before 
fis  death ,  he  faid,  Whom  think  ye  that  lam?/  declare 
in  themojl  explicit  and  public  manner ,  tbat\  am  not  he,/o  ge¬ 
nerally  and  juftly  expeclcd  to  be  the(g)Saviour  of  lfrael.  but, 
behold,  there  cometh  one  after  me,  whole  very(h) 
fhoes  of  his  feet  L  am  not  worthy  to  loofe.  Men  and 
brethren  (1),  children  of  the  ftock  of  Abraham  that 
eminent  friend  of  the  Almighty,  and  whofoever  among 
you  now  feareth  (j)  him  who  is  God  alone,  though  not 
lineally  defcended  from  that  illujlrious  head ,  to  each  of  you 
is  the  word  of  this  great  everlajling  falvation  fent  (k), 
jirfl  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  next  by  his  immediate  apojlolical 
fervants.  For  you  ought  to  know ,  and  ferioujly  to  lay  to 
heart ,  how  they  that  dwell  at  Jerufalem,  and  their  ru¬ 
lers  in/ligating  the  common  people ,  becaufe  they  knew  him 
not  as  they  might  and Jhould  have  done ,  nor  yet  properly 
underjlood  the  voices  of  the  prophets,  which  are  pub¬ 
licly  read  (l)  in  your  fynagogues ,  every  Sabbath-day  f, 
they  have,  without  designing  any  fuch  thing  (in),  fulfilled 
them  in  condemning  him  to  a  cruel  ignominious  death . 
And  though  they  found  no  juft  caufe  of  death  in  him, 
nor  indeed  any  crime,  yet  dcfired  they  (n )  Pilate,  with  the 
utmofl  importunity ,  their  Roman  governor,  that  he  fhould 
be  flain  as  a  vile  malefactor.  And  when  they  had  thus 
fulfilled  all  that  was  written  of  him,  with  regard  to  bis 


Ixxjrix.  3,  4.  (c)  See  chap,  v  31.  Math.  i.  21.  (r/)  Mai.  iii.  1. 

M.itth.  iii.  ..  (c*)  The  outward  fign  was  an  emblem  of  boih, 

comp.  Mark  i.  4  Luke  iii  3.  (  f)  See  Co),  iv.  17.  2  l'im.  iv.  7. 

(^)  Or  MeflUi,  fo  John  i.  2.  ,  27.  (/>)  I  am  not  worthy  to  he  his 

low  menial  I'crvant.  (/)  Frien.lly  and  honourable  compilations, 
to  win  upon  their  aff.dhons.  (/')  See  veife  xvi.  43.  (£)  Comp, 
fclatth.  x.  6  A<fb  iii  25.  (/)  Comp,  verfe  15  chap,  iii  j  7. 
(w)  See  Luke  xxiv.  20,  2  7,  44.  Afts  iii.  18.  (//)  See  Matth.  xxvii. 


REFLECTIONS. 

afleep.  f  Frequent  and  good  means  of  knowledge,  render  ig- 
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lajl  awful  fuffierings,  they,  of  fame  humanity  and  candour  at 
that  time ,  took  him  down  ( 0 )  by  per mijfion  from  the  ac- 
curfcd  tree,  and  laid  him  in  a  new  fepulchre.  But  God, 
contrary  to  the  will  of  all  his  watchful  enemies ,  raifed  him 
from  the  dead  (/>)  as  had  been  often  foretold ,  on  the  third 
day s :  and  ffirom  thence  forward ,  he  was  feen  (q)  many 
different  days  of  them  which  came  up  with  him  from 
Galilee  to  Jerufalem  for  clofe  attendance ,  who  are  his 
willing  and  Jleadfafl  witnelfes  unto  the  Jewiffi  people 
them] elves  (r)  wherever  they  £0.  And  we,  like  our  other 
apojlolical  brethren ,  declare  “  explicitly ,  in  the face  of  nu?ne- 
rous  great  difficulties ,  unto  you,  at  prefent ,  thofe  glad 
tidings  of  fpiritual good ;  and ,  how  that  the  promife 
which  was  mTsdt^again  and  again  unto  the  (j-)  fathers  of 
our  nation ,  God  hath  mojl  diftinftly  and  particularly  fulfil¬ 
led  the  fame  unto  us  their  children  (/)  by  defeent ,  in 
that  he  hath  raifed  up  (u)  Jefus  again  from  the  dead ;  as 
it  is  alfo  written  among  other  paffages  in  the  ( x )  fecond 
Pfalm,  Thou  art  my  fpecially  beloved  Son,  this  day  of 
thy  Jingular  prefer  merit ,  have  (y)  I  begotten  thee  from 
trouble  and  death  to  triumph  over  enemies  and  reign  glori - 
ouffly.  And  as  (z)  concerning  that  he  railed  him  up 
from  the  dead,  to  poffefs  fingular  and  every  way  peculiar 
honours  (a),  now  no  more  therefore  to  return  to  the 
place  of  corruption,  he  laid  alfo,  by  his  prophet  Jfaiah  (£), 

2©.  21.  John  xix.  6  Afts  iii.  13,  &c.  ( 0 )  See  John  xix.  3*,  39. 

(/>)  Comp.  :h’p.  ii.  24.  32.  v.  3*  .  (?)  No  lefs  thin  forty,  (r)  The 
mod  fevere  threats  and  fufferings  are  not  fuffiden?  to  deter  them, 
comp  A£h  i.  3.  ii  32  x.  4c,  41.  (/)  As  in  Gen  xxii.  18.  xlix.  ic. 
tfa  xi  1.  (t)  Pofterity  or  offspring,  (a)  See  verfe  34  (x)  Verfe 

7th,  comp.  Pfal  lxxxix  27  28.  (y)  bee  Rom.  i.  4.  and  comp. 

2  Sam.  v  12.  Jer.  xxx.  9.  lizek.  xxxiv.  23  Col  i.  18.  Rev.  i.  5. 
The  anointing  day  of  kings,  was  fometimes  ftyled  their  birth  day. 
Mat.  xxviii.  18  A<5ts  ii  .7  (z)Urbecaufe  (u)  A  very  different 
refurretfion  this,  from  Rom.  vi.  9  comp.  Rev.  i.  ib.  (A)  Chap.  lv. 
3.  Some,  I  will  give  you  the  facred  things  of  David,  even  thy 

REFLECTIONS. 

norance  the  more  criminal,  s  The  refiirrecfion  fufliciently 
anfwersall  that  can  be  objected  to  our  divine  Saviour’s  death. 
*  They  who  believe  the  refurre&ion  mud  be  the  friends  of 
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on  this  wife,  I  will  give  you  the  fure  everlajling  mer¬ 
cies  1  promifed  of  old  to  king  {c)  David.  Wherefore  he, 
the  royal  prophet  him f elf,  faith  alfo ,  in  another  remarkable 
(d  )pfalm,  as  unto  God  Mojl  High,  Thou  (halt  not  fufTer 
(<?)  thine  holy  One  even  to  fee  corruption,  while  lyhig 
in  the  grave.  For,  to  evince  whom  he  meanly  confider  that 
David,  the  fpeaher  of  thefe  words ,  after  he  had  ferved  his 
own  (/")  generation,  by  governing  (^)  agreeable  to  the 
will  of  God,  fell  on  fleep  ( h )  like  every  other  good  pc? [on , 
and  was  laid  unto  the  daft  c/'his  fathers,  and  there  {i) 
for  certain  faw  corruption  with  them.  But  he  whom 
God  raifed  again  faw  no  corruption  either  more  or  lefs-. 

SECT.  LXII.  FROM  VERSE  XXXVIII. 

BE  it  known  unto  you,  therefore,  men  and  bre¬ 
thren,  that  through  this  man  Jefus  Chrijl ,  once  dead 
and  now  glorioi/Jly  exalted ,  is  preached  ( a )  unto  one  and 
all  of  you  the  forgiveness  of  fins  which  are  pajl  with  de¬ 
liverance  from punifhment :  and  by  him  all  that  believe, 
( b )  fo  as  to  become  penitent,  are  (r)  thus juftified  from 
all  things  even  the  mo/t  grievous,  from  which  ye  could 
not  pojfibly  be  juftified  ( d )  by  the  law  of  a  Mofes* 

fahhful.  (c)  Comp.  2  Sam.  vii.  13  ( d )  Viz.  the  16th,  and 
verfe  icth.  (e )  1'he  Mtfliah.  or  anointed  prophet,  pruft,  and 
king,  comp.  chap.  ii.  27.  ( f)  Or  age.in  which  he  lived  Qj)  Or 

by  miniftering  to  the  purpofe  of  God.  (/»)  Or  died.  (/)  Or,  be¬ 
came  putrified.  In  him,  therefore,  the  prediftion  could  not  be  ve¬ 
rified.  but  in  one  refembling  him 

(a)  Or  proclaimed,  fee  chap.  x.  42.  (£)  See  Heb.  ix.  9.  r.  T  See. 
(f)  See  Gal.  ii.  16.  Heb.  xiu  14  (i)  A  law  term  for  abfolution, 
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ChriH,  and  no  other  could  be  vitnefles.  1  Chrift  by  hisrefur- 
Tetflion,  feemed  to  be  born  out  of  the  earth  anew,  Rom.  i;  4. 
Heb.  i.  6.  The  glories  and  vi&ories  of  David,  were  but  a 
faint  fhadow  of  the  Mifliah’s,  comp.  Jer.  xxx.  9.  Ezek.  xxxiv. 
23,  24.  Let  thofe  who  mutt  fee  corruption,  rejoice  to  think, 
of  being  delivered  by  Chrift,  Hof/xiii.  14.  Forever  adored 
be  his  glorious  name  !  mod  thankfully  accepted  be  his  over¬ 
flowing  grace ! 

a  The  law  could  only  pardon  fonie  fins,  and  it  feached  not 


scft.  Lxrr. 


APOSTLES. 


*45 

(Y)  Beware  therefore,  left  you  defpife  fo  great  benefits  at 
have  now  been  fet  forth,  and  [hat  come  upon  you,- which 
i a  fpoken  of  in  the  volume  off  nailer  (/)  prophets  :  Be- 
hoM,  ye  faffing  ’defpifers,  and  wonder  to  be  overtaken 
In  wraths  and  perifh  without  remedy  :  for  I  am  about  to 
work  a  mojl  amazing  work  in  your  days,  even  a*work b 
of  judgement ,  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  mojt  of  you  (hall 
in  no  wile  believe  the  certified  truth  of,  though  a  man, 
with  ever  fo  great  earneftnefs  and  evidence ,  declare  it  unto 
you  (g).  And  when  the  Jews  were  gone  out  of  the 
fynugogue,  the  Gentiles  who  had  become  (h)  converts  to 
the  faith  of  one  only  living  and  true  God,  befought  Paul 
and  Barnabas  earncjlly  that  thefc  and  what  fimilar  words 
they  yet  hail  relative  to  the  iVLjfiab,  might  be  preached 
to  them  the  next  Sabbath.  Now,  when  the  congre¬ 
gation  for  divine  worfljipwAS  broken  (/)  up for  this  time , 
many  of  the  Jews,  and  religious  profelytes  (j)  to  their 
doctrine ,  followed  Paul  and  Barnabas  home,  under faving 
conviction;  who,  then,  and  afterwards  through  the  week , 
/peaking  to  them  more  clearly  and  largely  than  even  be * 
fore,  perfuaded  them,  by Jlrong  arguments,  to  continue 
jlcadfaji  in  the  pure  faith,  profejfion ,  and  obedience  of  the 
rich  {k)  grace  of  God  by  thrift . 

Prov.  x vi i -  15  Mntih  xi.  19.  Neceffary  to  be  followed  by  obedi¬ 
ence,  G  ■!.  v.  o.  James  ii.  14,  See.  .Lulu*  xxiv.  47.  (e)  Comp.  Gal. 

iii.  ic.  Rom  yiii.  3  J  r  xxxi.  33,  34  (/)  Comp.  Hab.  i.  5. 

Here  applied  from  mer.’s  temporal,  to  their  eternal  ftate,  Heb.  ii. 
2,  lfa.  xxviii,  14  (A7)  Matth.  xxiv.  31.  (/-)  See  verfe  xvi.  26. 

(i ;  or  finifli-d.  (y). Comp  Mat  xxiii.  15.  Aits  ii  10.  (b)  See 

J  ihn  i.  17.  Rom.  vi  14,  15  The  caufe,  by  a  metonymy  put  for 
t  ie  efTeft ;  or  the  favour  and  goodrefs  of  Gnd  manifeftsd  in  the 
go/ pel,  conip.  Rom.  iv.  14,  .5.  Atfsxiv.  3.  Gal.  v.  4.  Tit.  ii.  11. 
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to  all  nations.  This  required  no  fmall  decree  of  refolution 
and  confidence.  Now  was  remarkably  fulfilled  that  part  of 
the  beautiful  parable,  Luke  xv.  25.  comp.  Gal.  ii.  \6.  b  The 
icverelt  meafures  .01  wrath  are  due  to  ingratitude  ;  againft 
which,  all  kind  offers  made  by  the  fervants  of  God,  will  rile  up 
in  judgement.  r 
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AND  the  next  Sabbath-day, various  favourable 
reports ,  came  almoft  the  whole  people  of  that  city  (a), 
Antioch  in  Pifidia ,  together,  with  earnc/l  de/ire  to  hear 
the  gofpel  {b)  word  of  God  preached .  But  when  the 
Unbelieving  Jews  faw  the  vafl  multitudes  of  others,  who 
went  on  that  defen,  they  were  filled  with  bitter(c)  envy, 
and  fpake  in  rage  againft  thofe  things  which  were 
fpoken  by  Paul  of  Hefus,  fo  lately  crucified,  as  Meffiah , 
abuftvcly  (d)  contradicting  the  apoflles  and  even  {e)  blas¬ 
pheming  their  divine  truths,  whcn.they  foould a  have  calmly 
argued.  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas  waxed  the  more  bold, 
and  faid  unto  their  adverfarics.  It  was  necefiary,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  divine  order,  that  the  word  of  God,  rela¬ 
tive  to  his  mcfl  dear  Sow,  fhould  firft  have  been  fpoken 
to  you,  the  dependents  ( f )  of  Abraham c ;  but  feeing  ye 
put  it  fo  contemptvoujly  from  you,  and  (g)  thereby ,  in  ef- 
feft.  judge  yourfelves  unworthy  of  that  precious  gift  of 
everlafling  life  through  him ,  lo,  we  turn  with  our  affec¬ 
tionate  addreffes  d  henceforth ,  to  the  imcircumcifed  (If) 
Gentiles  :  for  fo  hath  the  Lord  Jehovah  himfef  com* 

(a)  See  verfc  14th.  {h)  Or  method  of  obtaining  eternal  life 

through  Chrift.  (c)  Or  zeal  for  their  old  opinions.  ( d )  Comp. 
1  Sam.  vi.  12.  ( e )  Defaming,  or  railing  (/)  Comp.  Li:kr  xxiv. 

47.  Mat.  x  24.  ( g )  Similar  to  Prov.  viii  ^6.  Phil  iii  19  The 

mind  and  intention,  is  denominated  from  fail:.  ( h )  Comp.  chap,. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  It  is  the  manner  of  furious  oppofers  to  attempt  overthrow¬ 
ing,  by  falfe  infinuntion  and  confident  abufe.  b  When  numbers 
crowd  to  attend  upon  gofpel  teaching,  minifters  ought  from 
thence  ro  encourage  themfelves  !  Rom.  x.  17.  The  author  of 
the  gofpel  will  not  vary  the  terms  of  acceptance  fealed  in  his 
blood.  Pious  fortitude  is  the  refult  of  extraordinary  afliflance; 
A£ts  v.  bp,  &c.  xxviii.  31,  See.  ix.  2;,  29,  30.  2  Cor.  xi.  23, 
he.  c  The  wicked  furnifli  out  matter  of  condemnation  from 
their  own  guilt,  though  they  do  not  pafs  nflua!  Sentence  again  ft 
themfelves.  d  Ingratitude  to  heaven  ie  a  crime  of  the  uimoft 
hazard,  2  ThcfT.  ii.  10,  See.  Precious  time,  mult  not  always  be 
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manded  (i)  us,  faying,^  far  back  as  in  the  book  of  Ifa't - 
ah*s  prophecies  :  I  have  fet  rhee,  my  prince  Mejftah ,  to 
be  a  light  of  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  (houldeft,  by  means 
of  inf  rutting  and  converting  them  %  be  for  complete  eternal 
dalvation  unto  the  (  /)  remoteji  ends  of  the  ’whole  earth. 
And  when  the  Gentiles  by  nature ,  heard  of  this  welcome 
into  covenantmwith  God ,  from  the  apojiles *  mouth ,  they  were 
glad  to  a  great  degree ,  and  glorified,  in  fweet  praife  of 
obedience ,  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  had  fo  invited 
them  :  and  as  r  many  as  were  ordained  ( k ),  through  a 
fuit able  difpfition ,  to  inherit  eternal  life  believed  the 
gofpcl  report.  And  the  word  of  the  Lord,  by  their  joint 
affectionate  labours ,  was  publifhed  with  remarkable  fac- 
cefs 8  throughout  all  the  region  (/)  of  Piftdia  and  Pam- 
philia .  But  the  unbelieving  paffionate  Jews  ftirred  up 
the  late  devout  converts  h,  ancl  honourable  ( m )  women 
of  their  own  profeffion ,  and  afo  the  chief  leading  men  of 

xxviii.  28.  1  Tim.  i.  19.  (/)  See  Luke  xxiv.  47  Acfts  i.  8.  Paul's 

own  commiflion  was  a  very  peculiar  one,  Afts  xxvi.  17,  <8.  Gal. 
i.  16.  Luke  ii  32.  Rom.  xi.  17.  Eph.  ii.  14,  &.c.  ( y)  Or  extreme 

parts,  Ifa.  xlix.  9.  (^)  Even  all  who  were  uprightly  defirous  to 

become  happy,  byChi  iftiao  faith  and  virtue,  Atfs  x.  13.  A  mili¬ 
tary  term,  for  regularly  drawing  up,  or  fetting  in  order  an  army. 
Obferve  the  antithefis  here  to  perfons  mentioned,  verfe  46.  So  the 
Syriac,  and  other  moft  ancient  verlions,  comp.  Rom.  x.  y  1  Pet. 
▼.  5.  Luke  ix.  61.  Men  are  faid  to  do,  what  they  are  moved  to 
by  the  grace  of  God.  (/)  See  verfe  xiii.  14.  (w)  From  ftation  or 
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loft  in  fruitlels  attempts-!  c  Some  do  thankfully  accept  what 
others  molt  ungratefully  reje£t  and  defpife.  f  Sincere  love  for 
truth,  accompanied  with  diligent  fearch,  difpofes,  or  ovclains 
to  eternal  life  ;  fee  Luke  ix.  62.  James  iv.  10.  1  Pet  5,6.  Such 
are  the  very  reverfe  of  thofe  in  A£ts  xiii.  4 6.  God  is  always 
difpofed  to  aflift  the  upright  diligent,  but  he  does  not  compel. 
Here  zeal  is  tempered  by  wifdom,  and  animated  with  pure  ten¬ 
der  love,  e  Oppofition  of  adverfaries  ferves  often  to  enlarge 
the  boundaries  of  religious  truth  and  virtue,  Pfal.  cx.  2. 
Young  profelytes,  and  more  efpecially  female  ones,  arc  apt  to 
be  peculiarly  zealous.  h  Even  devout  women  are  fooneft  de¬ 
ceived  under  pretence  of  Godlinefs.  Malice  firft  moveth 
minds  againft  fincere  preachers,  and  afterwards  breaketh  out 
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the  city  Antioch  and  raifed  an  exceeding  hot  perfec¬ 
tion  againft  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  expelled  them 
foon  after ,  by  their  inierejl  with  the  heathen  magijlracy ,  like 
fo  many  hideous  pefts  {n),  out  of  their  coafts.  But,  as  the 
J pint  of  mf chief  in  thofe  people  did  purfne  from  their  boun¬ 
daries*  they,  who  ferved  Chrijl  meekly ,  fhook  off  the  dull 
of  their  feet  to  witnefs  againft  them  ( 0 ),  agreeable  to  or¬ 
der,  and  came  unto  Iconicum,  a  famous  neighbouring 
city  of  Lycaonia,fituated  on  Mount  Taurus,  And  both  the 
apojlclical  difciples  ( p),  and  their  numerous  converts,  were 
filled  with  pure fpiritual  joy  from  the  go f pel  knowledge ,  and 
hope  of  an  endlc/s  reward  to  compenfate  prefent  fuffering, 
and  with  the  (cf)  fupcrnatural  fupports  likewife  of  the  * 
Holy  Ghoft. 


Wealth,  fee  Mark  xv,  43,  vi.  21.  («)  Or  diftri<£ts.  (5)  See  Ma% 

x.  14.  A£ts  xviii  6  (/»)  See  verfe43,  48.  (?)  Comp,  chap*  iv. 

a.  vii.  55.  Or  divine  zeal. 


REFLECTIONS, 

Into  words  of  reproach.  1  When  keen  oppofers  of  truth,  in 
place  of  arguments  have  recourfe  to  evil  arts  and  violence. 
Simplicity,  fuperflition,  and  zeal  without  knowledge,  are  the 
inftruments  made  ufe  of  by  falfe  and  cruel  men.  k  Ardour  of 
mind,  confidence  in  danger,  alacrity  in  holinefs,  are  chief 
fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  gofpel  difpenfation  is  highly  to 
he  applauded  for  its  benevolence  and  extenfive  charity.  A miu ft 
muc  h  incredulity,  faithful  minifters  of  the  gofpel  are  fupported 
by  thofe  who  have  conquered  prejudice,  though  fewer  in  num¬ 
ber.  What  God  defigned  for  the  good  of  all,  let  us  daily  and 
ardently  pray  for  the  fuccefs  of,  Luke  i.  78.  They  who  are 
unconcerned  about  this,  have  much  reaion  to  fear  their  own 
flate.  When  the  meflengers  of  Chrift  are  caft  out  of  one 
place,  they  appear  with  renewed  zeal  in  another.  The  grace? 
of  new  converts,  are  a  growing  evidence  for  Chriftianity. 
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SECT.  LXIV.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

AND,yoo/?  after  their  arrival ,  it  came  to  pafs  ( a )  in 
Iconium,  that  they  went  both  together  into 
the  (/>)  fy  nagogue  of  the  Jews,  and  fo  fpake  the  doClrine 
of  the  gofpel ,  that  a  great  multitude,  both  of  the  Jews 
themf elves ,  and  alfo  ot  the  formerly  idolatrous  Greeks,  be¬ 
lieved,  after  elofc  attention  to  their  earnejl  and  found  rea - 
foiling.  But  the  unbelieving  clifobedient  Jews,  whom  fo 
much  fuccefs  did  provoke ,  ftirred  up  the  Gentiles  there  to 
exafperation ,  who  vjere  fill  given  to  lying  vanities ,  and 
made  their  minds  evil-affe&ed(  c)Jike  their  own ,  againft 
the  Chrijlian  a  brethren.  Long  (d)  time,  therefore, 
being  animated  with  divine  protection  amidjl  various  great 
hazards  and  troubles ,  abode  they  here ,  fpeaking  boldly 
in  the  (e)  name  of  the  bleffed  Lord  Jcfus,  which  gave  his 
teftimony  through  them  unto  the  word  of  his  gofpel (/) 
grace,  and  granted  divers  mighty  (g)  figns  and  won¬ 
ders  to  be  done  by  their  hands.  But  the  multitude 
of  thofe  who  lived  in  the  city  was  divided  into  oppojite 
fentiments  :  and  part  held  with  the  unbelieving  Jews, 
and  part  with  the  zealous  ( h )  apoitles,  Paul  and  Barna¬ 
bas.  And  when  there  was  an  afl'ault  made  with  ex¬ 
treme  violence ,  both  of  the  inimical  Gentiles,  and  alfo  of 

(a)  See  2  Tim.  ii.  10,  i  r.  The  capital  of  Carimania,  in  the  Lefler 
Alia,  i  (  o  miles  north  of  the  Mediterranean  fea,  now  called  Goyni : 
being  the  feat  ot  the  furkifh  viceroy.  (/;)  Under  a  wife  and  joint 
zeal,  like  as  in  chap  i.  13.  ii.  44.  (?)  With  defire  to  hurt,  chap, 

xviii.  ir.  vii.  6,  19.  Their  minds  and  wills  were  both  evil. 
(^)  Thought  to  be  about  a  year.  (?)  Cnmp.  chap.  ix.  27  iv.  17, 
4 ■' .  {/)  Or  gracious  word.  That  of  pardon  and  eternal  life,  to 

lincerc  p-mtents,  Ads  xv.  8.  xviii.  27.  (^)  Comp.  Mark  xvi.  20. 

Heb.  ii.  4.  (/>)  See  verfe  14.  John  vii.  43. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Chriilians  have  one  fpiritual  father,  to  whom  they  have 
accefs  by  one  Mediator,  and  therefore  become  bound  to  em¬ 
brace  one  another  with  mutual  brotherly  affection.  The  evan- 
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the  confederated  Jews,  with  their  (/)  malicious  rulers1*, 
to  ufe  them  defpitefully,  who  not  only  were  innocent,  hut 
of  great fcrvice  to  the  inhabitants ,  and,  if  pojfiblc ,  to  Hone 
them  after  a  mobbifh  manner ,  to  death  ;  they  were  pru¬ 
dently  ware  of  it,  and  lied  (j )  as  dire  fled  by  the  rulers  of 
their  religion ,  unto  Lyttra  andDerbe,  other  cities  of  ( k ) 
Lycaonia,  and  unto  the  region  of  Cappadocia  and  Gala¬ 
tia  that  lieth  immediately  round  about  thefec:  and  there, 
with  diligence  andfucccfs Jtill,  they  preached  the  gofpel 
to  fuch  as  would  attend  them . 


SECT.  LXV.  FROM  VERSE  VIII. 

AND  there  fat,  in fome public  place ,  a  certain  man 
at  Lyftra,  quite  {a)  impotent  in  his  feet,  being  a  well 
known  cripple  from  his  mother’s  womb  a,  who,  till  then 
never  ( b )  had  walked  a  Jlep  :  the  fame  heard  Paul 
fpeak,  with  an  earnejl  attention  ;  who  fteadfaftly  behold¬ 
ing  him  thus  anxious  to  be  enlightened, from  the  ardour  and 
humility  cxprejfed in  his  looks ,  and  perceiving  that  he  had 
faith  in  the  power  of  God  by  Cbrifl,  fujjicient  to  be  (c) 
healed,  faid  authoritatively ,  with  a  loud  ( d )  voice, 
while  he  pointed  to  the  perfon  under  ajfiiftion.  Stand  up¬ 
right  on  thy  feet,  thou  rno/l  pitiable  objefl .  And  he  not 
only  flood  up ,  but  injlantly  leaped  with  tranfport ,  and 

(/)  Comp.  chap.  xiii.  5c.  1  ThcfT  ii.  r.  ( j)  See  Matth.  x.  23. 
(/f)  The  ancient  name  of  a  province  in  Lefler  Alia. 

( a )  Like  as  in  chap  iii  4.  { b )  Difeafcs  which  increais  from 

the  womb,  are  the  moll  incurable  of  any,  ice  Macth.  xix.  1.  Afts 
iii.  7.  (r)  This  he  might  do  from  words,  geftuies,  or  infpiratiog. 

Mar.  ix.  2f.  (.V)  Vo  make  the  miracle  known.  The  name  of  his 

REFLECTIONS. 

gelical  arms  were  found  dofhine  and  miracles.  b  Some  are 
not  content  to  perilh  themfclves,  uniefs  they  draw  many  with 
them.  c  God  often  bringeth  this  good  out  of  evil,  to  i'pread 
the  gofpel  by  the  perfection  raifed  againll  it.  The  prefence 
of  Chrilt  is  our  hope  and  ouv  joy,  and  what  the  faithful  in 
olfice  may  depend  upon. 

*  Infinite  wifdom  governs  what  is  molt  myflerious,  or  ap- 
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walked  firm.  And,  when  the  people  faw  what  greaty 
injlantaneousy  and  unexpected  miracle  Paul  had  done  by  a 
word ,  they,  under  rapturous  aftonijh'ment ,  lifted  up  their 
voices  together ,  faying  (e),  in  the  fpeec.h  of  Lycaonia : 
Fo /  certain  the  gods,  whom  we  worfhip ,  are  (f)  come 
down,  as  we  have  heard  they  dofometimes ,  thus  gracioujly 
tCivi/it  us  in  the  likenefs  of  men.  And  they  called 
fffrnabas,  on  account  of  his  age ,  grave  fwaet  manner ,  and 
majeflic  look  (£),  Jupiter,  and  Paul  ( h )  Mercurius,  be- 
caufe  he  was  the  chief  fpeakcr.  Then  the  officiating 
prieft  of  Jupiter  for  the  time ,  which  was  in  the  temple  of 
that  fuppofed  tutelar  deity  before  their  city,  brought  (/) 
oxen  and  garlands  of  flowers  for  (j)  ornamenting  them , 
unto  the  gates  which  led  to  where  they  taught,2.nd  would 
have  done  immediate  grateful  {\ acrifice  to  themb  with  con- 
fent  of  all  the  people.  Which  when  the  apoftles  (k)y 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  heard  of,  they,  in  token  of  their 
grief  indignation ,  and  abhorrence  (/ ),  rent  their  clothes, 
as  unable  to  bear  the  mention  of  fuck  a  thing ,  and  ran  in  c 
among  the  much  mifiaken  people  who  led  on  the  proceffion, 
to  prevent  their  deftgned  idolatry ,  crying  out  with  ardour , 
and  faying,  Sirs,  why  do  ye  attempt  thefe  abfurd  abomi - 

mafter,  he  would  certainly  ufe,  as  in  chap.  iii.  6.  ix.  34.  (<r)  Or 

language,  mod  probably  a  dialed  of  the  Greek,  (f)  Such  vifits 
in  human  form,  were  believed  among  them  ;  and  that  ftatues 
and  images  were  their  ufual  refulences.  (^)  Their  funreme 
deity.  (A)  Conftdered  by  them,  as  the  God  of  wifdom  and  elo¬ 
quence,  and  meflenger  to  all  the  reft.  (/')  The  chief  of  their  crea¬ 
tures,  fir  the  chief  of  their  deities,  (j)  i'hefe  were  fymbols  of  per¬ 
fection  and  glory.  (4)  Only  applicable  to  Barnabas  in  a  feconda- 
ry  fenft,  as  one  fent,  chap.  xiii.  2.  (/)  See  Matth.  xxvi.  65.  Or 
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parcntly  accidental.  b  The  weak  multitude,  from  one  extreme 
are  eafily  carried  to  another.  The  darknefs  of  ignorance  and 
fuperftition  abufes  even  that  which  is  good  to  evil  purpofes. 
c  It  is  natural  and  proper,  to  turn  away  with  abhorrence  from 
impious  or  indecent  objeTs  ;  Dion.  Bifbop  of  Alex.  How  un¬ 
like  was  this  bold  corn! lift  of  the  apoftles,  amongft  ignorant 
bigoted  crowds  with  priefts  at  their  heads,  to  the  Heathen 
conforming  philosophers.  Tcftimony  is  the  more  credible 
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nable  things  ?  We  are  by  no  means  what  you fufpedl.  (ni) 
but  alfo  are  men  of  like  natural (/?)  paflions  and  infirmi¬ 
ties  with  you  who  hear  us ,  and  preach  by  pcjuive  divine 
command  unto  you  that  ye  fhould  turn  from  thele  (0) 
/^/-vanities  unto  the  living  God.  whois  the  fountain  of  all 
being  and  happinefs ,  and  which,  in  particular ,  n',adc(/>), 
by  his  glorious  power ,  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  fq*„ 
and  all  things  that  are  contained  therein  :  who  in  (y) 
generations  and  times  paft  buffered  all  heathen  nations, 
bectiufe  of  their  neglect  and  criminal  abufe  of  rcafqn  (')?  to 
walk  in  their  own  vicious  ways.  Nevertheless d,  though 


cloak',  (w)  Seeverfe  1  1.  (*)  Who  need  meat  and  drink,  and 

who  are  tubj.’ft  to  difeafes,  afflictions,  and  death,  James  v.  i  7. 
(0)  Without  life,  ftrength,  nfetulnefs,  1  Sam.  xii.  21.  xv  13.  It::. 
Ixvi.  3.  1  Cor.  viii.  4  1  The  IT.  i.  9.  (/>)  The  heathen  deities  who 

had  their  beginning  lince  that  time,  never  tould,  Jer.  x  if.  Acts 
iv,  24.  (y)  Comp,  chap.  xiii.  36.  (r)  He  neither  gave  them 
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when  borne  in  the  mid  ft  of  many  dangers.  d  Before  Chrift  can 
be  taught,  the  principles  of  natural  religion  ought  to  be  known. 
The  idea  of  God,  imports  in  it  that  of  pcrfe&ion,  pofleffing 
every  thing  in  himfelf  that  is  good,  and  the  fountain  of  this  to 
others.  By  the  benefit  of  creation,  God  acquires  right  to  foie 
worfhip,  Rev.  iv.  10.  xiv.  7.  The  more  people  are  indebted 
to  him,  the  more  they  are  bound  to  honour  him.  From  the 
ftru&ure  of  the  vifible  world,  the  inference  ought  to  be,  rhnt 
it  is  governed  by  one  Almighty  and  All-wife  being,  who  rules 
the  world,  and  thus  atts  without  fullering  any  thing  from  it. 
There  is  nothing  we  meet  with  more  frequently  and  constantly 
in  nature,  than  the  traces  of  fuch  an  All-governmg  deity.  God 
Hwlm  is  chief,  and  moft  excellent  in  every  kind.  A  manifelt 
contrivance,  immediately  fuggefts  a  contriver.  It  ftrikes  us 
like  a  fenfation.  Unity  of  defign  not  only  fhews  him  to  be 
one,  but  that  he  is  equally  active  and  prefent  every  where  ; 
the  excellent  difpofition  of  things  in  order  to  obtain  the  beft 
ends, and  their  beauty  toge  llier,  fuggeft  his  confummate  wifdom ; 
their  regular  rapid  motions,  his  almighty  power ;  the  ufeful- 
nefs  of  the  whole,  his  unbounded  goodnefs :  fuch  arguments 
fuflieientlv  open  to  the  views  and  capacities  of  the  unlearned, 
acquire  ftrength  and  luftve  from  the  difeoveries  of  the  learned. 
In  our  prefent  ftate,  we  know  enough  to  be  fatisfied  of  ourde- 
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A  "  did  not  fipcrnaturally  reveal  his  perfections  and  •will  to 
ethers  as  to  bis  ehojcn  people,  he  lcFt  not  himfelf  to  any  of 
than  (sj  without  witnefs  for  tbefe /efficient,  in  that  he 
rlid  good  to  alf(t)  ;  artd  gave  us,  in  common  with  them , 
l  ain  From  heaven  to  mollify  the  ground,  and  fruitful  fca- 
fons  for  fowing,  ripening,  and  gathering  in,  filling  our 
lyarts  (u)  thereby  with  plenty  of  wholefome  pic  of  ant  food 
and  regular  calls  from  thence  to  pious  (x)  gladnefs.  And 
even  with  thefe  fa  clear  and  weighty  layings,  fcarce  re¬ 
trained  they  the  ignorant  people,  that  they  had  not 
done  llicrilice  unto  them  as  unto  gods . 
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AND  there  came  fecretly  thither  {a),  out  of  pure  ma¬ 
lignity  offpirity  certain  Jews  from  Antioch  of{b)  Piftdiay 

Written  hws,  nor  prophet^  comp.  Pfal.  lixxi.  13.  (/)  Or  void  of 
teftimonies.  (/)  Comp  Rom  i.  19,  See  Plal  xix.  i,  Matth. 
V.  4j.  (  v)  The* fame  with  Us  above,  (x)  Comp.  Pfal  cxlvii*  19, 

2.  .  Eph;  iv.  18. 

(tf)  See  chap,  xiih  14  1  Tirti.  iii.  2.  (£)  Corrtp.  verfe  2, 
kEFL  ECTiOfFS. 

pendance,  and  of  the  duty  we  owe  unto  him,  thd  Lord  and 
tlifpofer  of  all  things.  Hie  eflence,  and  indeed  that  of  all  other 
fubllances,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  all  our  difeoveries;  but  hi9 
attributes,  as  above  fet  forth,  clearly  appear  in  his  admirable 
works.  God  ceafes  not  to  provoke  to  what  is  good,  by  his 
lovfe  and  continual  benefits.  Him  we  Chtiftinns  ferve,  and  to 
him  we  put  up  our  fupplications  for  all  men,  day  and  night; 
andefpecially  for  thofe  in  authority.  G\prian ,  B [/hop  of  Carthage. 
By  frequent  friendly  prefents,  he  doth  remind  us  of  his  affec¬ 
tion  ;  and  fo  fpeak  in  fcntiblc  language  to  the  heart,  comp.  Jer* 
xiv  22.  To  fix  on  the  inftruments,  in  place  of  the  original 
author,  is  an  error  to  which  human  rlature  has  been  too  inci¬ 
dent  throughout  all  ages*  A  mixture  of  piety  even  amidft  fu- 
perftitiorl,  has  fomething  pleafant  in  it*  whilft  it  moves  our 
pity.  Ought  not  God  made  manifeft  in  the  flefh,  then,  to  be 
much  more  generally  received  than  he  is  ?  Our  rejoicing  vi¬ 
gour  ought  regularly  to  be  devoted  to  divine  fervice.  If  we 
could  hear  the  world  itfclf  fpeak,  we  would  hear  no  other 
voice  than  this,  God  made  vie.  Plotinus.  He  engraves  himfelf 
deep  upon  the  human  niina,  who  ceafes  not  to  do  them  good. 
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and  Iconium,  who,  difbelieving  themfclvcs ,  perfuaded 
the  fickle  people,  falfi  accufations  and  reproachful  names , 
to  treat  them  with  violence;  and  having  ftoned  (r)Paul, 
whofe  freedoms  of  fpecch  againft  idolatry  had  rendered  him 
mofl  obnoxious  %  they  tumultuoufly  drew  him  out  of  the 
city,  fuppofing,yhw/  the  number  of  cuts  and  bruifes  upon 
his  body ,  that  he  had  been  dead.  Howbeit,  as  the  di- 
fciples  whom  he  had  made  to  the  true  faith ,  flood  rouiffl 
about  him  to  fee ,  when  their  enemies  were  gone,  if  any fgns 
of  life  might  yet  appear  (V),  or  if  it  was  proper  to  bury  his 
dead  body ,  he  rofe  up,  through  divine  goodnefs,  like  one  in 
perfed  health ,  and  came  back  into  the  city  :  and  the 
very  next  day  (e)  he  departed  with  bis  fellow-worker , 
Barnabas,  to  Derbe  of  Lycaonia  on  the  borders  of  Cappa¬ 
docia.  And  when,  as  faithful  ??ien  to  their  high  and  diffi¬ 
cult  office ,  they  had  preached  the  gofpel  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  large  populous  city,  and' had  taught  many 
(/)  of  them  with- fuecefs ,  they  returned  again,  firjl  to 
Lyflra  b,  and  then  to  Iconium,  and  from  thence  to  An¬ 
tioch,  confirming  the  fouls  of  the  late  converted  difei- 
ples,  and  exhorting  them  to  continue  in  the  ( g )  obedi¬ 
ence  of  pure  Chri/lian  faith,  and  that  they  Jhould,  in  place 
of  a  happy  temporal  life ,  exped  that  both  we  who  irflrud , 
and  you  who  obediently  hear ,  mull  through  much  tribu- 

4,  &c.  (c)  See  i  Cor.  xi.  2$.  ( d )  Comp.  1  Cor.  iv.  ic,  ri. 

z  Cor.  xi.  2 3.  (f)  A  complete  evidence  of  his  recovery,  and  of 

fomewhat  miraculous.  {/)  Comp.  Matth.  xxviii.  19.  At  (his 
time  he  feems  to  have  begun  his  acquaintance  with  young  hopeful 
Timothy,  comp.  A&s  xvi.  \T  2,  4  2  Tim  iii.  10,  n.  (^)  Similar 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  The  crimes  which  fincere  converts  once  approved,  and 
aflifted  in,  they  are  led  to  an  abhorrence  of,  fee  chap.  vii.  58. 
Good  men,  and  efpecially  minifters,  though  much  afflicted  in 
the  way  of  their  duty  muft  not  ceafe,  fee.  verfe  v.  19.  chap, 
xiii.  14,  50.  How  apt  is  man’s  fortune  to  be  fuddenly  changed  ? 
The  more  fuccefsful  people  are  in  preaching  tru'h,  the  more 
do  they  enrage  its  enemies.  Who  would  value  themfelves 
upon  the  applaufes  of  a  changeable  multitude;  who  in  a  few 
days,  can  fir.t  facrifice,  and  then  murder  ?  b  Holy  men  flatter 
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lation  (h),  after  the  example  of  our  leader  on ,  enter  into c 
the  final poffejfton  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  when, 
(0  after  a  proper  choice ,  they  had  ordained  teaching  (j) 
elders  d  in  every  church  of  their former  planting,  and  had 
earnejtly  prayed  with  failing  that  they  might  not  labour  in 
vain,  they  commended  them  in  joint  folemn  manner  to 
$Jie  guidance  and  protection  of  the  blejfcd  Lord  Jcfus,  on 
whom  they  believed.  And,  after  they  had  palled 
throughout  the  province  ^/"Pifidia  (£),  they  came  again 
to  (/)  Pamphylia  ;  and  when  they  had  preached  the 
word  of  Chrijl  in  Perga,  a  city  of  that  lajl  named  country , 
they  went  down  into  the  maritime  city{m)  bor¬ 

dering  upon  Lycia ;  and  thence  failed  to  Antioch,  the 
metropolis  of  Syria ,  from  whence  they  had  been  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  grace  of  God,  for  executing  ( n )  the  work 
which  they  had  now  fo  vigoroujly  fulfilled.  And  when 
they  were  thus  come  to  Antioch ,  and  had  gathered  the 
whole  Chrijtian  church  there  together,  they  rehearfed 
all  with  humble  gratitude,  that  God  had  done  for  human 
falvation  ( 0 )  with  the  working  of  them  two ,  in  the  feveral 

to  chap  xi.  23  xiii.  43.  (1)  See  chap.  x.  41.  vi.  5,  See.  (<}  Comp. 
Jaft  note.  By  vote,  or  ftretching  out  then  hands,  fee  i  Cor.  viij. 
19.  (j)  The  fame  with  pallors  and  bilhops,  Adts  xx.  17,  28.  Tit. 

i.  j,  7.  1  Thefl*.  v  12.  (1)  See  chap.  xiii.  14.  (/)  S?e  chap.  xiii. 

•  3.  (m)  Named  from  Attains,  a  king  of  Pergamus.  (n)  ^ec  chap, 
xui.  1,  See.  (<?)  A<fts  xv.  12.  xxi.  19.  God  was  notably  prefentwith. 
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MefTings  whereveT  they  come.  c  The  way  of  heaven,  though 
rough  and  narrow,  leads  to  an  auguft  and  bleifed  ftate,  Matth. 
v.  10,  12.  xvi  24  Rom.  viii.  17,  18.  2  Tim.  ii.  11,  12.  iii. 
12.  To  be  feverely  tried,  is  a  chief  glory  of  God’s  moil  illuf- 
trious  fervants.  Patience  and  conllancy  are  noble  virtues. 
It  is  not  fufheient  to  plant,  and  to  fow,  without  diligently  car¬ 
ing  for  the  growth.  Steadfaftnefs  doth  well  become  the  evi¬ 
dence  and  importance  of  faith.  d  Elders  or  bilhops  fhould  in- 
ltrudl  the  ignorant,  ftrengthen  the  weak,  comfort  the  dejedted, 
and  prefide  in  public  religious  aflemblies.  Whatever  we  do 
in  the  advancement  of  the  gofpel,  let  us  acknowledge  that  God 
does  it  by  us.  Apoftolical  exhortations  ought  (till  to  have  the 
fame  power  with  us,  as  formerly.  Succefs  of  Chrill’s  minifters 
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places  to  which  they  had  been  Cent ,  and,  in  particular ,  how 
lie  had  opened  wide  the  door  of  faith  unto  vaft  num¬ 
bers  of  the  late  idolatrous  Gentiles  e.  And  there  they 
abode  (p)  long  time  in fweet  religious  fellowfhip  with  the 
Cbriflian  difciples. 


CHAP.  XV. 

SECT.  LX  VII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

AND  then  certain  men,  which  lately  came  down 
thither  from  thofe  in  Judea  who  were  converted  to. 
Chri/l ,  taught  the  brethren  of  Gentile  original,  and  faid 
unto  them  in  carnefl  pofitive  terms ,  Except  ye fubmit  to  be  * 

them,  by  hie  grace,  fee  Pfab  cxix.  123.  Luke  i.  7  1.  (•/>)  Supposed 

about  two  years. 

(a)  See  Gen  xv.ir.  ic.  John  vii.  22.  By  fuch  initiatory  rite, 
they  were  bound  to  the  whole  law,  Gal.  v.  3.  Here  was  not  the 
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ought  to  encourage  their  followers  to  pray  and  labour.  e  People 
are  glad  to  tarry  long  among  thofe  w;ith  whom  they  have  beeR 
fuccefsful. 

a  To  be  tenacious  of  old  rites  and  principles,. has  been  com¬ 
mon  to  every  age.  The  Jewifh  forms  were  of  divine  original, 
but  are  now  happily  fupejeeded  by  circumcifion  of  the  mind  ; 
as  in  Deut  x  16.  Rom.  ii.  28,  & c.  The  greateft  mifehief 
that  hath  been  done  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  arifes  bom  thofe 
w hr ,  even  from  pioUvS  zeal  at  firft,,  woujd  introduce  what  it 
doth  nor  require.  It  is  being  too  eafy  and  indulgent  to  fupport 
them  Some  there  be,  who,  obferving  that  the  world  did  not 
fuit  t.Veir  lives  to  the  rules  that  Chrift  hath  given,  have  fitted 
his  do&rine,  as  if,  it  had,  been;  a  leaden  rule,  to  their  lives.  By 
the  true  light,  fhadows,  figures,  and  ceremonies  were  abolifhed  j 
fo  that  the  law  properly  underftood,  was  fpiritual.  God  fuf- 
fers  flrifeto  arife,  that  he  may  evince  how  pernicious  a  religion 
is,  which  is  wholly  founded  on  ceremonies.  To  maintain  that 
the  grace  of  Chri If,  needs-  the  fupport  of  numerous  expenfive 
rites,, is  to  reproach  it.,  Sedition  is  more  hurtful  to  the  gofpel 
{.hatx  the  cruelty  of  perfecutors,  It  is  eafy  for  fuperftition,  to  fet 
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circumcifed  after  the  manner  of  (a)  Mofes’  lawy  ye 
cannot  be  eternally  faved  by  ftmple  belief  of  the  gofpel . 
When,  therefore,  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  no  fmall(^) 
diffcnfion  and  difputation  with  them  who.  urged  fucb 
vnnectfj'ary  burdenfome  things,  they  of  the  Gentile  flock  by 
nature  determined  (c)y  under  a fpecial  motion  of  the  Spirit , 
that  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  certain  other  of  them 
who  (d)  bad  been  brought  over  to  the  obedience  of  faith , 
Ihould  go  up  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  apoftles  and  elders 
(V)  of  the  church  there ,  about  deciding  this  grand  b  ques¬ 
tion.  And  from  Antioch  (f),  being  brought  on  their 
M'ay  by  the  kind  offices  of  church -members,.  they  palfed 
through  (iO  Phenice  and  Samaria  towards  the  capital , 
declaring,  as  glad  news ,  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles 
to  divine  truth  :  and  by  this  ineans  they  caufed  great  joy 
*  unto  all  the  faithful  brethren.  And  when  at  length 
they  were  come  to  Jcrufalem  they  were  received  with 
much  rcfpecl  of  the  CbriJUan  church,  and  of  its  chief  go¬ 
verning  branches  the  apohjes,  and  elders;  and  they  de- 


h.ifl  controverfy  about  the  moral  law.  ( ’b )  Comp.  chap,  ixili.  ic. 
xxiv.  5.  (  ■)  S-r  Gil.  ii.  2.  (.</)  Poflibly  friends  of  the  circum- 

cifion  (f)  N  >r  m  Peter  alon®,  as  the  head  of  them.  (/)See  chap.xx. 
3 h.  xx'.  5.  1  C^r  xri.  6,  1 1.  (^)  Ln  both  which  there  were  Chrif* 
tuns,  chap.  viii.  5,  14  x:.  19. 
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men  by  the  ears  and  highly  perilous,  Chara&ers  inclined 
to  divisions,  were  not  unknown  even  in  the  primitive  ages. 
The  gofpel,  after  being  embraced,  is  to  all  a  religious  law,  and 
the  foie  method  of  jultification!  It  was  a  great  while  before 
the  benevolence  of  the  Chriftian  religion  could  fuflicientljr 
fweeten  Jewifh  tempers,  by  conquering  narrow  notions  and 
old  prejudiees.  Impofitions  ought  early  tp  be  {topped,  for 
making  indifferent  things  neceffary,  Gal.  v.  1.  It  is  foolifli 
and  antichriftian  to  make  terms  of  communion  which  Chriit 
never  made  !  Our  foie  unerring  ftandard  now,  is  what  the 
apolllcs  have  wrote.  From  uncharitable  cenfures  for  retaining 
the  fimplicity  of  Chrift,  let  us  appeal  to  his  tribuual.  b  It  is 
expedient  often  to  take  concurrent  judgement  of  piou3  elderly 
brethren.  c  Nothing  fo  delightfully  affe&s  the  pious,  as  the 
glory  of  God  andthe  good  of  mankind.  In  gofpel  fuccefs  God 
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dared  all  things  (A)  relative  to  their  work  and fuccefs  that 
God  had  gracioufly  done  wirh  them.  But  there  role 
up  certain  who  had  been  of  th e/trift  fed:  of  the  Phari- 
fecs,  and  which  now  believed,  faying,  That,  of  a  truth , 
however  agreeable  their  accounts  were,  it  was  indfpenfibly 
needful,  after  all ,  to  circumcife  fuch  of  them  as  were 
converts  from  heathenifm  d,  and,  along  with  this ,  to  com¬ 
mand  them  to  keep  the  whole  ritual  law  of  Moles. 


SECT.  LXVIII.  FROM  VERSE  VI. 

AND  the  apoftles  and  teaching  elders  (a)  of  the  church 
came,  on  an  appointed  clay ,  together  in  counci /,  for  to 
confider  of  this  matter.  And  when  there  had  been 
much  (£)  difputing  among  the  inferior  dfnplcs  *,  fame 
affirming  and  others  denying^  Peter  role  up  from  among  the 
multitude ,  and  faid  unto  them(cj,  Men  and  brethren, 
ye  very  well  know  how  that,  a  good  (d)  while  ago, 
God  (e)  ever -bUffed,  made  choice  among  us  apoftles , 
that  the  Gentiles  frjl  by  my  mouth  Ihould  hear  the 
word  of  the  gofpel  (/),  as  did  Cornelius ,  and  believe 
his  glorious  difpcntarion.  And  God,  which  knoweth 
the  (  ?)  hearts  no  lefs  than  things  viftble ,  concerning  which 
we  are  now  met.,  bare  them  witneis,  though  uncircumcfcd , 
of  their  being  taken  into  favour ,  giving  them  who  believed , 
by  a  dflinil  effufion  (/j),  the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy 

(-6)  See  chip  xiv  27. 

(a)  Called  alfo  bilhops,  and  for  mod  part  then  chofen  from  a- 
mong  the  earlieft  converts  (If)  (  omp.  verfc  Zi,  23.  tee  Gal.  ii. 
1.  (c)  Wifely  fo  called  even  by  Peter,  in  regard  ot  Mat.  uiii.  k. 

(,/)  Kcfcrring  to  chap.  x.  (f)  Comp  I  bam  xvi.  10.  l  Kings  viiu 
t6.  (f)  Thefe  were  firlt  fruits  only.  comp.  1  hup.  xi.  3,  i#  (s*)  So 
1  dim.  vi.  7.  1  Chron  xxviii.  9,  &c.  (6)  See  chap.  x.  44.  15, 
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is  rupremely  to  be  adored.  d  After  the  coming  of  Chrift  there 
was  110  farther  ule  for  circumcition  ami  the  other  Molaic  litcs, 
fince  all  who  fincerely  believed  were  children  of  Abraham. 

*  Infpiration  might  not  always  be  fo  inftantaneous  and  ex- 
prefs  as  to  lupercede  deliberation  and  mutual  advice. 
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Ghoft,  even  as  he  did  unto  us  ofjewijh  origin  at  the 
beginning ;  and  put  no  difference  between  us.  on  account 
of  mere  externals,  and  them,  purifying  their  hearts  and 
lives  by  fvnple  b  faith  in  the  bkjfed  Lord  Jefus.  Now, 
therefore  (/),  Why  tempt  ye  the  patience  of  Almighty 
God,  by  oppofition  to  fo  clear  and  decided  a  tejhmony ,  to  put 
Jlill  a  (/)  yoke,  if  you  could ,  upon  the  neck  of  the  pro¬ 
ven  difciples,  which  neither  our  c  fathers,  without  the 
utmojl  difficulty  (h),  nor  we  their  defee ndent  children,  were, 
able  to  bear  ?  But  w  z,  far  from  acquiefcing ,  do  believe 
for  truth  unqueflionable ,  that  through  the  unmerited  rich 
(/)  grace  of  God  by  the  Lord  JefuS  Chriff,  we  Jews 
fhall  be  laved  for  ever ,  even  as  they  (m) from  among 
the  Gentiles . 


28.  (/')  Why  provoke  him  to  anger,  Mat.  iv  7.  ( j)  Metaphori¬ 

cal  for  what  is  fevere  and  galling,  comp.  Gal  v  1.  The  rites 
of  Mofes  had  no  inherent  ground  of  obligation,  and  they  were 
ioforced  by  the  moll  awful  ianflions.  Compare  that  which  is  fo 
iweetly  qualified,  Matth.  xi.  29,  &c.  (i)  The  words  do  not  im¬ 

port  an  abfolute  impoffiiiility,  M  it  h.  xix.  23,  24  John  vi.  6c.  Eph. 
ii.  14.  (/)  Or  favour,  and  not  by  Mofaic  works,  fee  Gal.  v  6- 

(»;)  Comp,  verfe  to.  Gal.  ii.  15,  f6.  Or  wc  Grntiles,  even  as  they, 
the  over- zealous  Jews. 
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b  He  is  pure  before  God  who  pofiefles  this  vital  operative  prin¬ 
ciple,  A£ts  x.  15.  c  It  is  nor  confident  with  jufi ice  in  God  td 
command  what  is  impoffible,  though  by  what  is  difficult  he 
may  accomplilh  good  ends.  They  provoke  the  Almighty  who 
give  not  credit  to  his  will  when  fuificiently  revealed.  By  the 
affedkion  of  the  heart,  which  is  only  known  to  God,  doth  he 
judge  !  God  giveth  his  holy  Spirit  to  plain  obedient  belief  He 
who  knows  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts  can  eafily  di  Unguifh.  Dare 
anyone  call  in  queflinn  the  proceedingsof  divine  wifdom  ?  We 
ought  not  to  envy  the  happinefs  and  liberty  of  others.  Unfcrip- 
tural  impofition,  as  a  term  of  Chriftian  fellowlhip,  is  abfurd, 
inconfiftent,  ruinous.  The  church  have  no  right  to  make 
laws,  but  to  judge  by  thofe  of  Chrift. 
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SECT.  L XIX.  FROM  VERSE  XII. 

THEN  all  the  multi tudc(rf),  who  till  now  bad  been 
open  and  zealous  for  the  Mofaic  rites ,  kept  filence,  and 
gave  decent  audience  afterwards  to  Barnabas  ar.dPanl, 
declaring  ( b )  what  undoubted  miracles,  and  even  ( c ) 
bonders  Almighty  God  a  had  wrought  among  the 
Gentiles,  for  their  carmen  fan  by*  them. 


SECT.  LXX.  FROM  VERSE  Xlll. 

AND,  after  they  had  held  their  peace,  James  the 
fon  of  Alphcus  ( a ),  and  one  of  the  apojtles ,  anfwcred  in  his 
turn,  faying.  Men  and  brethren,  be  plcajed  now  to  hear¬ 
ken  unto  me  on  this  important  quejtion  with  fuitable  ear - 
ncflnefs.  (b)  Simeon  Feier ,  our  dear  brother ,  hath  de¬ 
clared  with  great  clcarnefs  and  comfort  to  us  all ,  hew 
God  at  the  firft  did  ( c )  mercifully  vi lit  the  Gentiles,  who 
were  long  in  a  inferable  ignorant  and  corrupt  Jlate ,  to  take 
out  of  them  a  people  (d  )  io  be  enlightened,  fan  fli fed,  and 
faved,  for  the  honour  of  his  name.  And  tt)  this  narra± 
tive  of  his  do  perftdlly  agree  the  words  of  the  1  ancient 

(a)  See  verfe  v.  22.  (J)  See  chap*  xiii*  1 1.  xiv.  3,  8,  &c; 

(<■)  Comp,  chap  ii  22. 

{!>)  See  Malih  x.  3*  He  feemsihen  to  have  prefided  over  the 
Church  at  Jerufalem,  chap.  lii  17  ( k )  Ufually  lo  named,  before 

Chrift  called  him  Peter,  comp.  Matth  iv  18.  John  i.  43.  (c)  Or 
at  firA  looked  down,  fee  chap.  x.  1,  See.  (1 i)  Comp,  verfe  17 ; 

REFLECTIONS. 

1  All  good  ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  firft;  caufe.  They 
who  adhere  clofc  to  feripture  doctrine,  need  not  fear  openly,  and 
of  their  own  accord,  to  rehearfe  the  fame.  The  weaker  fort, 
however,  muft  be  as  little  difquietcd  as  poflible,  and  their  mur* 
inurs  foon  hid. 

“  Sentiments  of  religion  ought  to  be  held  for  true,  which 
have  clear  feripture  evidence;  and  none  other.  The  divine 
condefcenfion  lays  a  great  obligation  on  us  to  depart  from  ini¬ 
quity,  2  Tim.  ii.  19  Let  us  look  for  the  accomplilhment  of  this 
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prophets  ;  particularly  as  it  is  written  (i)by  Amos,  Af¬ 
ter  if)  this  1  will  return  to  my  people  in  mercy ,  and  will 
build  again  to  high  eminence  {g)  the  tabernacle  of  Di¬ 
vide  kingdom,  which  is  at  prefent  fallen  /(Tiedown  :  and 
I  will  build  again  to  perfection  the  very  ruins  thereof, 
and  T  will  fet  it  up  in Jlrength  and  glory  far  above  all  that 
ever  was  known  before  ;  that  not  only  the  Jews,  but  the 
rcfiJuc  of  degenerate  f  b)  men,  even  like  tbofc  of  Edom , 
might  cjfe  finally  feek  after  and  poffvfs  (/')  the  Lord  in  bis 
heft  love  ;  and  all  the  Gentiles,  without  exception ,  upon 
whom  my  name  is  called  by  way  of  cljlinfiion  ( j),  faith 
the  Lord  Mofl  High,  who  doeth  all  thefe  truly  gracious 
and  marvellous  things.  Thus ,  known  unto  God  and 
predified  by  him ,  are  all  his  works  relative  to  human  bap - 
pinefs ,  from  the  beginning  of  ages  in  the  world. 
Wherefore  my  plain  and  decided  fen  fence,  agreeable  to 
divine  truth  b,  is,  that  we  trouble  not  them  with  the  ob - 

Rom.  ix  ay,  26  (*)  Chap;  ix;  11,  12.  Thus  then  the  ancient 

Jews  mnd  have  und-rdood  this  prophecy.  (/")  Agreeable  to  the 
.LXX,  and  fenfe  alfo  of  the  Hebrew.  To  be  underftood  fpiritual- 
ly.  Comp.  Hof.  iii  5  Luke  i.  32.  Such  refloration  was  complete. 
(g)  Comp.  1  ThefT.  i.  9;  God  hath  done  more  Ky  Chrift  than  what 
he  engaged  for.  (A)  So  in  the  Hebrew:  Defendants  of  Lfau  ; 
and  put  for  all  other  Gentiles.  The  bittcreft  enemy  of  Ifrael,  and 
remnant  of  the  mod  profligate  abandoned  idolaters.  (1)  So  the 
Hebrew,  comp.  Deut.  ii.  24,  31.  (/)  Mofaic  ceremonies  were  an 

REFLECTIONS. 

glorious  fcheme,  in  a  way  of  prayer  witli  every  polfible  endea¬ 
vour.  fa  Truth  dictated  in  modeft  terms  is  very  conciliating: 
Prudence  leads  to  yield  things  not  nccefl  try  to  peace  and  edifi¬ 
cation.  They  are  in  the  right  who  rejeff  unfcriptural  terms ! 
Who  can  fpeak  better  upon  any  fubjedt  than  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 
Whatfoevcr  he  hath  ordained  mult  be  wonderfully  done.  Cha¬ 
rity  bears  with  the  weak  for  a  time  on  purpofe  to  bring  them 
to  perfection  Mutual  forbearance  is  the,  way  to  nouriih  con¬ 
cord  What  tempts  to  fin  or  are  the  ufi*rtl  concomitants  of  it, 
Ihould  be  abftained  from  ;  Exod.  xxxiv.  15,  s6.  1  Cdr.  x.  7,  ?•, 
21.  All  church  debates  fiiould  be  carried  on  with  like  feriouf- 
nefs,  decency,  order  and  peace  )  I  Coy.  xiv.  2 6>  40.  Rorm 
xvi.  17.  No  fide  whatever  lliould  pulh  things  to  extremities; 
Where  confidence  is  not  concerned  we  fhould  give  up  our  opi- 
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fervance  of  our  Jewifh  ceremonies ,  which  from  among 
the  Gentiles  are  happily  turned  from  dead  idols  to  the 
belief  and  worjhip  of  one  living  and  true  God  (k)  by  the 
gofpel  of  his  only  begotten  Son:  but  that,  for  their  fakes  who 
are  yet  weak ,  without  delay  we  write  authoritatively  unto 
each  of  them,  that  they  abftain  in  the  JtrideJl  manner 
poffible  from  pollutions  of  (/)  meat  confecrated  to  the 
above  bafec  idols,  and  from  (m)  hateful  cuflomary  forni¬ 
cation,  and  from  eating  things  ftrangled,  and  from 
blood  (n)  either  got  in  this  way  or  by  means  of  a  different 
nature.  For,  as  pertaining  to  Jews  and  how  they  may  live , 
(o')  Mofes  of  old  (p)  time,  no  lefs  than  nowy  hath  in  every 
other  (q)  city  them  that  preach  the  dodrine  he  had  re¬ 
vealed  unto  him,  being  yet  regularly  and  audibly  read  in 
the  (r)  JewiJh  fynagogues  every  Sabbath-day. 

SECT.  LXXI.  FROM  VERSE  XXII. 

THEN,  after  taking  the  above  fentiments  under  mature 
deliberation ,  pleafed  it  the  apoftles  whom  Chrtfl  himfelf 

obftaclc  to  this,  and  therefore  zboliftied,  Eph.  ii.  14,  &c.  (^)  See 

note  g.  (/)  See  verfe  29.  comp.  Dan.  i  8.  To  eat  was  deemed 
a  fymbolizing  with  idolaters,  1  Cor.  viii.  8,  Sec.  See  a  learned 
Differtation  of  Dr.  Lardner’»,  upon  this  fiibjetf  ;  in  remarks  upon 
Ward’s  Diflertations.  (;;/)  Comp.  Prov.  vii.  14.  1  Cor.  vi.  13,  Sec ► 
reckoned  by  Hearhens,  among  things  indifferent,  or  harlotry,  1  Cor. 
1  20.  (n)  See  Deui.  xiv.  21.  Lev.  xvii.  10,  See.  comp.  Rom.  xiv. 

14,  20.  (&)  The  efficient  caufe,  put  for  the  effett.  (/>)  Or  gene¬ 
rations,  fo  Pfal  c.  5.  Aftsxiii.  36.  (?)  Where  difpei fed  Jews  live 

among  Heathens.  ( r )  Affemblies  for  facred  worftiip,  like  as  in 
James  ii.  2.  comp  Luke  iv,  17,  &•:. 
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nion,  or  peaceably  remove  ;  comp.  Eph.  v.  21.  Phil.  ii.  3.  Rom. 
xii  16.  Women  have  no  right  to  rule,  teach,  advife,  dilpute,  or 
vote  in  the  church  ;  fee  1  Cor.  xiv.  34.  1  Tim.  ii.  8,  &c. 
What  praife  is  due  to  Almighty  God  foT  the  ineftimable  evan¬ 
gelical  law  of  liberty  r  Gal.v.  10.  May  the  blefled  time  come, 
when  the  minifters  of  Chrift,  of  all  denominations,  fhall  agree 
to  ftudy  the  things  which  make  for  peace  !  Rom.  xiv.  19. 
c  Chriftian  charity  requires  that  people  at  times  lay  themfelves 
under  conGderable  reftraints. 
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did  choofe ,  and  teaching  ( a )  elders  of  the  people ,  with  con- 
fent  of  the  *  whole  church  then  met ,  to  fend  chofen  men 
out  of  their  own  company  to  Antioch  (£)  where  this 
controverfy  began ,  with  Paul  and  Barnabas  who  had  be¬ 
fore  flood  up  for  the  caufe  of  Chrijiian  freedom;  namely 
Judas,  furnamed  (c)  Barfabas,  and  ( d )  Silas,  chief 
men  for  character  and  rank  of  office  among  the  Chrijiian 
brethren  ;  and  they  wrote  letters  to  be  delivered  by 
them1*,  after  this  manner  ps  to  their  import :  the  (e) 
apoftles,  and  the  elders,  and  whole  brethren,  fend  from 
hence  greeting  unto  the  holy  brethren  in  Jefus  much  be¬ 
loved'1 ,  which  are  of  the  Gentiles  originally ,  who  live  in 
( g)  Antioch,  and  other  parts  of  the  country  of  Syria,  and 
likewife(h)  Cilicia:  Forafmuch  as  we  have  heard  by 
indubitable  evidence ,  that  certain  converts  from  fudaifm^ 
(/)  which  went  out  as  under  commiffion  from  us,  have 
( j)  troubled  you  with  d  unnecejfary  vexatious  words, 
(/*)  fub  verting  your  fouls,  if  not  firmly  withflood ,  faying, 
with  confidence ,  as  though  God  did  authorize  them ,  Ye  mult 
be  circumcifed  after  the  manner  which  Mofes  did  enjoin , 
and  keep  the  whole  ritual  law,  as  you  hope  to  be  faved ; 

(a)  See  chap.  xiv.  23.  1  Pet.  v.  1.  (b)  See  verfe  r.  (c)  Per¬ 
haps  the  fame  as  in  chap.  i.  23.  (d)  Thought  to  be  the  fame  with 

bylvanus,  2  Cor.  i.  iy.  i  Theft*  i.  j.  fee  A<fts  xv.  >3.  (e)  No  pre¬ 

rogative  is  here  given  to  Piter  above  the  reft,  (y )  Or  filming 
and  rejoicing.  Under  which,  as  under  peace  among  the  Jews, 
every  thing  favourable  was  comprehended,  (j*)  Metropolis  of 
Syria,  fee  verfe  22.  ( h )  Whereof  Tarfus  was  the  Metropolis,  and 

where  Paul  was  born,  fee  chap,  xx  i.  39.  xxii.  3.  ( #)  See  verfe  i.eomp. 

1  Johnii.  iy.  (/)  Comp.  Numb,  xxxii.  7,9.  (i)  A  metaphor  from 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Laymen  {hould  not  be  excluded  from  voting  and  judging 
in  facred  matters.  This  fynodal  alfembly,  or  aflbeiation  is  fut- 
ficient  to  authorife  fome  fpecial  communion  of  churches,  for 
advice  and  eounfel ;  comp,  note  c,  Se£t.  XVIII.  Phil.  i.  27. 

1  I  heft',  ii.  14.  b  Greater  faith  is  due  to  written  than  fimply 
repeated  words.  c  Ciiriftians  ought  to  be  clofe  joined  in  the 
bond  of  love.  d  Things  which  have  no  connexion  with  faith 
{hould  not  be  urged  or  fubmitted  to.  It  is  cruel  from  quietnefs 
and  certainty  of  mind  to  be  the  caufe  of  doubts ;  fee  verfe  19. 

X  2 
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to  whom  even  we  of  firji  chofen  rank  to  teach  gave  nq 
fuch  commandment :  It  feemed  good  unto  us,  being 
affembled  with  one  (/)  accord  for  refolving  that  quej- 
tion ,  and  to  give  our  joint  authority  thereon,  to  fend  choferi 
men  unto  you,  along  with  our  beloved  fellow-labourers 
Barnabas  and  Paul  ;  men  of  eminent  fpi ritual  qualities , 
and  that  alfo  have  often  hazarded  their  precious  lives(«/) 
for  publijhing  the  name  and  pure  truth  c  of  our  blcjftd 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  We  have  fent,  therefore,  and  be 
this  attentively  regarded  by  you  all  («),  Judas  and  Silas, 
who  {hall  alfo  tell  you  the  fame  things  more  at  large , 
•with  what  we  write ,  as  our  ambajfadors  by  word  of 
mouth.  For  it  feemed  good  to  the  Holy  Gholt 
(0)  wherewith  we  are  endowed ,  and  to  us  (p)  all  f  who 
invariably  conform  to  bis  direction ,  to  lay  upon  you  no 
grealer  ceremonial (q)burdzTiK.\i±T\  thefe  neceffary  things 
(r)  for  the prefent ;  that  ye  abftain  from  eating  (j)  meats 
offered  to  idols,  and  from  blood  of  brute  annuals,  and 
from  things  firangled,  (/)  and  from  fill  more  jhameful 
fornication  :  from  which  if  ye  keep  yourfelves  at 


calling  down  a  houfe.  Or  weakening  vonr  minds  (/)  Comp, 
chap.  ii.  1.  v.  12.  (m)  See  chap  xiii-  5 c.  xiv.  ,9.  John  x.  1*. 

{/?)  See  verfe  1 2  Thus  would  their  judgement  be  fully  and  ctr- 
lainly  known.  ( e )  To  11s  guided  by  divine  infpiration,  fee  J 'hn 
xiv.  36.  xvi.  13.  (/>)  This  they  juHicioufly  oppofe  to  an  alleged 

authority  for  error,  verfe  1.  (7)  The  fweet  yoke  of  the  moral  uw 
Chriftians  were  ever  to  be  fubjefled  to,  Mat  xi.  29,  3c.  Burden 
here  feems  to  denote,  fomethmg  fuperadded  to  the  gofpel,  for  the 
prefent  good  of  the  church  (/)  To  avoid  giving  offence  to  the 
converted  Jews,  and  to  facilitate  their  incorporation  with  the  Gen¬ 
tiles.  (j)Comp.  Rom.  xiv  2,  3.  1  Cor  viii.  4,  7.  (/)  The  fhfh 

of  animals  not  fairly  killed,  all  the  blood  not  being  drained  out 


REFLECTIONS. 

*To  approve  and  funportthe  friends  of  truth,  is  an  encouraging 
and  indifpenfible  obligation.  Unanimity  among  wife  and  good 
jnen  fhould  have  great  influence.  f  Ghviician  teachers  lhould 
be  guided  by  infallible  feriptures.  A  like  decifion  with  the 
prefent  cannot  be  extended  to  any  uninfpired  ecclcfiaftical  coun¬ 
cils.  Things  liecefiury  to  promote  a  free  converfe  among 
jphriftiatis  lhould  be  carefully  ftudied;  and  efpecially  in  a  reh- 
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the  greateft  diftance,  ye  (hall  do,  (u)  as  matters  now  ft  and y 
*  peculiarly  well.  And  fo  wc  heartily  bid  you  farewell, 
Loib  in  body  and  mind . 


SECT.  LXXII.  FROM  VERSE  XXX. 

SO,  when  they  were  thus  difmifled  from  the  church  at 
Jerufalem ,  (a)  they  came  to  Antioch  where  the  contro - 
verfy  began;  and,  when  they  had  gathered  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  Chriftian  believers  there  together,  they  delivered 
unto  them  the  apoftolical  epiitle.  Which  when  they 
had  read  over  with  due  refpeft  and  care ,  they  rejoiced 
for  the  (b)  confolation  which  it  brought  of  freedom  from 
a  fevere  ritual  yoke.  And  Judas  and  Silas  being  etni- 
nent  teaching  prophets  alfo  themfelves,  exhorted  (r)  the 
brethren  a  at  large ,  with  many  fuitable  words  to  be 
Jlcabfafti  and  thereby  confirmed  [d)  them  in  the  true 
faith  and practice  of  the  gofpel.  And  after  they  had  tarri¬ 
ed  there  a  fpace,  to  obferve  the  good  effects,  they  were  let 
go  in  friendly  valedictions  and  prayers  of  (<?)  peace  from 
the  Chriftian  brethren  of  Antioch ,  unto  the  apoftles, 
(/)  with  their  believing  charge  in  Jerufalem.  Notwith- 

of  them  while  warm  («)  See  1  Cor.  vi.  13,  if,  18.  Col.  iii.  ry, 
6  A  very  common  Gentile  crime.  This  fome  interpiet  of  fuch 
improper  connection  with  Heathen  fpoufes,  as  might  feduce  Chrif- 
lians  to  idolatry.  This  apoltolic  conltitution  continued  for  the  two 
or  three  firft  centuries.  Tertul.  Min.  Fetix.  Eufebe.  After  which, 
all  hope  of  converting  the  Jews  ceafcd  and  danger  of  offence. 
Therefore  it  feems  to  have  been  long  obfolete,  comp.  Matth.  xv. 
ll.Col.ii.  16.  (*)  Comp.  chap,  x  33. 

(a)  Judas,  .Silas,  Paul,  and  Barnabas.  (£)  Or  exhortation,  fee 
Gal.  v.  1,  (t)  Like  as  in  chap,  iv  36.  xiii.  I,  15.  (d)  Comp, 

chap.  iv.  2z,  41.  1  Theff  v.  11,  14.  (e)  Put  for  all  manner  of 

liappinefs,  Matth.  x.  13.  (/)  Being  chief,  they  are  put  for  the 

REFLECTIONS. 

giou9  way.  k  Simple  and  modeft  terms  become  great  office 
with  power.  How  different  from  our  apoftolical  manner  is  a 
fpint  of  domination  and  avarice  ?  Liberty  and  truth  will  then 
triumph,  when  love  melts  and  cements. 

*  Chriftians  are  partakers  of  the  fame  vocation  and  divine  in- 
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landing,  under  confent  of  the  refl. ,  it  pleafed  Silas 
(g)  to  abide  there  ftill.  Paul  alfo  his  dear  intimate  and 
Barnabas  continued  fomewhat  longer  in  Antioch, 
(/>)  where  before  that  they  had  many  difciples ,  b  teaching 
and  preaching  clofe  the  gofpel  word  of  the  Lord, 
e  wi ill  many  others  alfo  ajjijtmg  them. 


SECT.  LXXIII.  FROM  VERSE  XXXVI. 

AND  fome  confiderable  number  of  days  after,  Paul, 
fa)  burning  at  heart  with  -zeal  and  charity ,  faid  unto  his 
beloved  affociate  Barnabas,  a  Let  us  go  again  and  vifit 
our  late  converted  brethren  in  every  city  about  this , 
where  we  have  before  preached  the  evangelical  word 
of  the  Lord,  and  fee  how  they  do  as  to  their  pure  f pi- 
ritual  in*erejls  of  knowledge,  faith  and  piety.  And  Bar- 
naba s,from  great  natural  affettion,  determined  to  take 
as  a  companion  and  affylant  with  him  his  nephew  John, 
whafe  iurname  was  Mark,  and  would  have  perfuaded 
Paul  to  this.  But  Paul,  judging  more  impartially  (b\ 

vrhnlc.  ( g )  This  was  of  advantage  to  Paul,  verfe  4. .  (/)  See 

chap.  xi .  2),  &  :  xiii  1.  xiv.  26,8c:. 

(j)  Comp.  2  Cor.  xi.  28.  (If)  Comp  Luke  vii.  7. 


REFLECTIONS. 

heritance.  b  It  is  natural  for  thofe  who  have  been  fpiritual 
fathers,  to  have  a  peculiar  atfe&ion  for  their  offspring,  1  Cor. 
iv.  15.  Upon  fuch  comforting  practical  addre lies,  doth  the 
mini  erial  ul'efulnefa  much  depend  Phil.  ii.  i  6  t  here  may 
be  fad  remains  of  imperfection,  in  the  very  belt  c  The  Chrif- 
tian  mini  ;tr’s  proper  bufnefs  is,  to  teach  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
and  not  his  own  private  notions.  Were  all  men  candid,  how 
manydilptr.es  in  eccleftaflical  iiiftorv  might  there  be  thus  deter¬ 
mined  at  the  firft  hearing  Lord  Hailes.  Where  people  are 
veady  to  receive  thegofpei  word,  it  ihoulcl  be  gladly  difpenled. 
Faithful  meflengers  tafte  a  generous  plcafure  upon  earth,  which 
lha!S  yet  lie  more  amply  rewarded  in  heaven.  Deliver  us,  O 
thou  Father  of  mercies,  from  lording  it  over  thine  heritage,  by 
overbearing  conlcience  and  freedom 

4  It  is  a  very  ufeful  work,  to  vifit  and  ftrengthen  thefe  fami¬ 
lies  or  churches  which  want  ftated  helps,  Good  feed  fhould 
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thought  it  not  good  then  to  take  him  with  them,  to 
much  labour  and  profpeft  of  fuffering  iikewife ,  who  de¬ 
parted  ( c )  from  them  from  Pamphylia,  as  above ,  and 
went  not  with  them  wbendefired  to  the  fame  kind  of  ar¬ 
duous  work.  And  the  fit  of  contention  upon  that  fub- 
jeft  was  fo  unduly  fharp  between  them  b  both ,  though  ex * 
ccllent  men ,  that  for  a  while  they  departed  (</)  al  under 
into  different  countries ,  one  from  the  other:  and  fo  Bar¬ 
nabas  took  Mark,  and  failed  unto  his  (e)  native  ij land 
of  Cyprus  :  and  Paul  chofe  his  faithful  friend  (f)  bikis, 
for  a  companion  and  partner  in  fiacred  work ,  and  departed 
from  Antioch ,  being  recommended  by  the  prayers  of  be¬ 
lieving  brethren  (g)  there  unto  the  grace  of  God/or 


{t)Chap.  liii.  5,  13.  Pofliblyhe  might  come  to  Antioch,  with  the 
perfons  who  hrought  the  apoftles’  letters.  (n)  Comp  Gen  xxxix  9. 
Perhap»in  like  friendly  manner.  For  their  undoubted  reconcilia¬ 
tion  afterwards,  fee  1  Cor.  ix.  6. Col.  iv.  10.  (<?)  See  chap.  iv.  36. 
(/)  Comp,  verfe  31,  34  (g)  The  effect*  were  anfwerable.  Likc- 


REFLEGTIONS. 

be  cherifiied.  b  Mere  human  affe&ion  and  relationfiiip,  ought 
not  to  move,  in  things  purely  fpirituai.  Different  fentiments 
and  conduct  from  thefe  may  obtain,  without  any  thing  like 
hodile  hatred,  comp  Col.  iv.  10.  The  belt  of  men  would 
need  to  be  much  on  their  guard  in  difputes.  Apoftles  them- 
fclves  were  not  perfe£t.  Divine  providence  over-rules  hu¬ 
man  infirmities,  and  even  crimes  to  good  ends.  All  fincere 
believers  agree  in  what  is  fundamental,  Heb.  x.  24.  The 
candour  of  the  feripture  writers  is  confpicuous  Contefts  a- 
mong  the  good,  are  foon  ended.  All  men  of  fenfe  and  man¬ 
ners,  applaud  moderation.  What  was  molt  expedient  for  the 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  was  the  foie  ground  of  this  contention, 
and  not  perfonal  animofity.  Difagreement  in  opinion,  is  of 
no  importance,  whillt  men  affettionatclv  unite  in  furthering 
the  gofpel.  The  warmed  fpirits  are  not  the  mod  refolute  and 
deadfall.  The  vifible  converfion  and  penitence  of  the  fallen 
proves  acceptable  in  his  fight,  who  willeth  the  amendment 
rather  than  the  death  of  a  (inner  ;  and  therefore,  they  fhould 
be  welcomed  (as  certainly  Mark  was)  and  taken  into  the  fcllow- 
fliip  of  prayer,  and  breaking  of  bread.  Dion.  B:Jbop  of  Alex, 
Our  anger  (hould  be  kept  within  the  bounds  of  moderation, 
that  we  may  do  nothing  of  which  we  may  have  caufe  to  repent 
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protection,  aid ,  and fuecefs  in  their  work.  c  And  he  went 
through  the  whole  region  of  Syria  and  (^)Cilicia,  whence 
he  was  fprung ,  confirming  the  churches  begun ,  both  with 
regard  to  the  obedience  of  pure  Chriftian  laws  and  (/)  free¬ 
dom  from  Jewifh  ceremonies. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

SECT.  LXX1V.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

THEN  came  he  to  Derbe  and  Lyflra,  cities  of  Ly- 
eaonia,  (a)  in  which,  as  before  narrated,  he  had 
taught  with  good  fuecefs  ;  and,  behold,  a  certain  Chriftian 
(b)  difciple  was  there,  named  (c)  Timotheus,  a  the 
fon  of  a  certain  women,  which  was  ( d )  educated  a 
jewefs,  and  afterwards  believed  the  Lord  Jefus  :  but 
his  father  was  a  (e)  Greek:  which  however  was  well 
reported  of  b  for  his  probity  (jf)  and  good  temper ,  by  the 

ly  Paul  was  in  the  right.  In  the  Afh,  there  is  no  mention  of  Bar¬ 
nabas  after  this.  Mark  alfo  profited  by  Paul’s  frverity,  fo  as  to 
deferve  his  efteem  and  commendation,  note  d  (/>)  Comp.  chap, 
xxi  39.  xxii.  3.  (  r)  Seeverfe  23,  28,  29  xvi.  14.  If  the  devout 

Gentiles  had  been  bound  to  the  whole  law  of  Mofer,  the  gofpel 
fuecefs  would  have  been  much  retarded. 

(a)  Perhaps  the  three  firft  verfes  ought  to  be  read  in  parenthe- 
fis,  fee  chap,  xiv  6,  8.  xx.  21.  (A)  Comp  chao.  ix.  4.  Well 

known  to  Paul  before,  but  not  to  Luke,  ermp  2  Tim.  i  5.  i;i.  10. 
( c )  A  Greek  word,  compounded  of  God  and  honour.  In  eftima- 
tion  with  God.  (d)  Her  name  was  Eunice  ;  2  Tim.  i  5.  (<?)  Or 

Heathen  idolater.  It  was  permitted  to  Jewifh  women,  to  marry 
(hangers,  (f)  Comp.  chap.  X.  22. 

REFLECTIONS. 

us.  c  Some  peculiar  affection  we  owe  to  our  native  country^ 
when  not  injurious  to  the  general  happinefs. 

*  Though  Paul  knew  the  Chriftian  liberty,  he  alfo  knew 
how  to  condefcend,  1  Cor.  ix.  20.  Moderation  is  one  ordinary 
ufeful  efiett  of  a  general  good  life  !  Well  may  eminent  fervices 
be  expetted  of  fuch.  b  An  evil  name,  though  it  be  falfe,  may 
hurt  the  furtherance  of  what  is  good.  The  pious  never  fail  to 
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brethren  that  wefe  lately  converted  at  Lyftfa,  atid  Ico- 
rium,  not  far  from  it.  Him  would  Paul  have  to  go 
forthwith  him,  (j?)  as  a  companion,  evangeiiji  and  af- 
Jiftant ;  and  with  his  own  confent ,  took  ar.d  ( h )  circum- 
cifcd  him,  hecaufe  of  the  Jews  which  Were  numerous 
in  thoie  quarters,  and  might  elfe  love  been  offended ;  for 
they  all  knew’  that  his  father  was  a  (/')  Greek,  and 
would  have  jhunned  the  company  of  each  of  them  as  unclean * 
.And  as  they  went  through  the  cities  in  the  neighbour* 
hood ,  they  delivered  unto  (j)  fuch  oj  them  os  were  be * 
lirvers.  the  decrees  relative  to  Mofair  riles  for  to  keep 
upon  record ,  that  were  ordained  by  a  folemh  council  of  the 
(£)  apoftles  and  elders  Which  were  met  at  Jerufalem. 
And  fo  were  the  Chrijiian  churches  eftablilhed  in  the 
pure  c  faith,  and  increafed  in  number  daily.  Now* 
when  they  hadwitbtbis  remarkable fuccefsgonz  through^ 
out  Phrygia,  (/)  belonging  to  Lejfer  Afia ,  and  the  region 
of  ( m)  Galatia,  lying  between  the  Euxine  fea  and  Panu 
phylia ,  and  were  d  forbidden  by  a  dear  inward  movement 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  preach  as  yet  the  gofpel  word  in 

( g )  See  chap.  xix.  22.  Rom.  xvi.  21.  To  this  he  might  have 
been  fupern  iturally  direAcd,  1  Tim.  i.  18.  iv*  14.  ( h )  Not  done 
before  hi*  father,  being  a  Gentile,  vrrfe  1.  ;  his  confent  was  ne- 
ccffaiy.  (i)  He  did  by  no  means  judge  circnmcifion  neceffary  to 
eternal  life,  [j)  Comp.  Matlh.  xv.  2.  (4)  See  chap  xv.  29* 

comp.  Afls  xvii.  7.  (/)  Jn  and  about  where  ancient  Troy  ftood. 

(m)  Called  by  fotne  Gdllo-Grecia,  on  account  of  certain  Gauls  go¬ 
ing  thither,  to  occupy  and  dwell  in  it,  Gal.  iV.  14,  ij,  &a. 

REFLECTION  Si 

give  their  children  a  good  education.  Tliofe  of  diftinguifhed 
zeal,  and  early  piety,  are  not  to  be  loft  in  the  crowd  Happy 
they  who,  frdm  their  patents,  learn  to  become  knowing  and 
good.  Juft.  Mart.  Youth  diftinguiftied  by  reiigioils  judgement, 
is  peculiarly  endearing.  Dion.  Bijhop  of  /Hex.  c  Merciful  vifi- 
tations  may  be  delayed,  with  a  view  to  general  benefit.  Happy 
are  the  people,  who  lived  tinder  repealed  gofpel  offers  !  Let 
us  imitate  the  pious  zeal  of  holy  men.  d  Reafons  of  God  un¬ 
revealed,  men  have  no  right  to  inquire  after.  It  is  not  fit  in 
any  cafe,  that  they  (liould  withilahd  him. 

y 
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Proper  {n)  Afia,  after  they  were  come  to  Myfia,  a  re¬ 
mote  weft  cm  province  in  Afia  the  LeJJer ,  they  allayed  to 
go  into  another  country  thereof  named  {o')  Bythinia  ;  but 
the  Spirit,  as  above  {p)  fuffered  them  not.  And  they, 
palling  by  Myfia,  came  down  c  coaft  ways  to  (7)  Troas. 
And  then  a  vilion  appeared  to  Paul  in  the  (r)  night : 
There  flood  as  it  were  a  man  of  (7)  Macedonia,  from 
his  hhbit  and  tongue  both .  and  prayed  him  in  an  humble 
earneft  manner ,  faying,  Come  over  with  fpeed  into  Ma¬ 
cedonia,  and  help  us  to  fave  our  fouls  which  are  in  the 
utmojl  danger  of  perijhing .  And,  after  he  had  feen  the 
vilion,  immediately  we  (7)  of  Paul's  company  endea¬ 
voured  to  go  into  Macedonia,  afluredly  gathering 
that  the  Lord  Jefus  had  called  us,  after  the  above  won¬ 
derful  manner  to  preach  the  gofpel  unto  them.  There¬ 
fore,  loofing  from  Troas,  and  the  wind  fair ,  we  came 
with  a  ftraight  courfe  to  the  ifland  of{u)  Samothracia, 
and  the  next  day  ( x )  to  Neapolis  ;  and  from  thence  to 
(y)  Philippi  (z)  which  is  the  chief  city  of  that  part  of 
Macedonia,  and  a  colony  (a)  detached from  Italy  to fupply 


( n )  That  part  of  it,  where  the  great  city  of  Ephefus  flood.  Some 
time  after  this  they  were  preached  unto,  chap  iix  ic.  xviii. 
23,  6cc.  (0)  In  which  were  the  cities  Prufa,  Nicomedia,  and  Ni- 
cea.  (/>)  See  verfe  6.  (7)  Juft  hy  the  fiJe  of  old  Troy  ;  called 

likewife,  according  to  fome  Antigonia,  from  Antigonus,  a  re- 
builder,  comp.  chap.  xx.  6.  (r)  Perhaps  by  way  of  a  very  ftrik- 

irg  dream,  comp,  Dan.  x.  1 2,  13,  2c,  zi.  fj)  That  country 
from  which  Alexander  the  threat  went  out,  and  conquered  fo  large 
a  part  of  the  world,  (f!  That  is,  Luke  himfelf  and  others.  They 
might  and  probably  did  converfe  the  fuhjeifl  together.  Though 
Paul  fpeaks  of  his  hiftorian  in  very  honourable  terms,  yet  no  where, 
from  modefty,  does  he  mention  his  own  name,  comp.  Col.  iv.  14. 
iTim.iv.  11.  The  divine  wifdom  here,  is  worthy  of  attentive 
thankful  regard.  («)  Inhabited  by  a  mixture  of  Samians  and 
Thracians.  A  fmall  ifland  in  the  jEgean  fea,  near  the  coaft  of 
Thrace,  or  Romania.  (.\  )  That  is,  the  new  city  on  the  confines 
of  Thrace,  towards  Macedonia.  (j>)  Named  from  Philip,  the  fa> 
thcr  of  Alexander,  (z)  Or  elfe^firft  in  the  way  from  Sainothra- 
cuu  {a)  Comp,  verfe  2 1.  ( b )  Some  think.  Strymonc,  flowing 
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it  with  inhabitants ;  and,  having  met  with  numbers  who 
were  well  difpofed  to  truth ,  wc  were  in  that  city  abiding 
certain  days.  And  on  the  Sabbath,  /acred  to  bodily 
reft  from  common  labour  and  to  folcmn  religious  worjhip ,  we 
went  out  of  the  city  for  gjving  the  Icalt  dijlurbance ,  by 
a  gentle  (b)  river  fide,  where  ( c )  public  prayer  was  wont 
to  be  made;  and,  after  this  divine  exercife  we  fat  down, 
as  teachers ,  and  fpake  unto  the  pious  women  which  re¬ 
ported  in  confiderable  numbers  (J)  thither.  . 

SECT-  LXXV.  FROM  VERSE  XIV. 

AND  a  certain  woman  named  (a)  Lydia,  a  feller 
of  purple  (b)  garments  to  the  rich ,  of  the  city  of  Thya- 
tiraf/j,  belonging  to  Afia  Minor ,  which,  as  a  JewiJh  pro- 
felytc ,  worfliipped  the  true  and  only  God,  heard  thofe  f 
us  who  fpake  to  them  of  divine  matters:  whole  {d')  upright 
heart  the  Lord  Jefus  opened  to  her  wifls a,  that  (he  at¬ 
tended  fuccefsfully  unto  the  things  which  were  fpoken 
of  Paul  concerning  his  glorious  nature  and  offices .  And 
when  (he  was  ( e )  baptized,  in  token  of fincere  belief  and 
thorough  converjton ,  and  fuch  of  her  (/)  houfehold  as 
were  come  to  years,  Ihe b  befought  us  earnejlly,  faying  (^), 

from  Thrace,  (c)  A.  Profeucha,  or  Oratory;  Icfs  than  a  fynagogue. 
So  the  Syriac,  Philo,  and  Juvenal  mention  them,  comp.  Ifa.  lvii. 
5,  6  {d)  The  men  probably  were  fewer. 

{a)  A  frequent  name  among  the  Romans.  (/>)  Either  dyed, 
or  woven  by  her.  ( c )  In  the  diftrift  of  Lydia,  and  nigh  to  Myfia. 
{d)  Comp.  John  vi.  37,  44.  Rev.  iii.  20.  (^)  See  chap.  ii.  3H. 

viii.  37.  (f)  Perhaps  all  of  them,  as  belonging  to  her.  (g)  Not 

as  doubting,  but  the  fame  as  feeing  or  fmee,  comp  Matth.  xii.  2$. 

REFLECTIONS. 

•  Jefus  ufes  no  force,  but  aflifts  the  willing  mind  to  difeern 
truth,  and  to  be  affefted  by  it,  Rev.  iii.  20.  The  fame  grace  of 
God,  according  to  different  difpolitions,  works  varioufly,  Deut. 
xxix.  4,  6.  Matth.  xiii  1,  See.  They  are  well  fitted  to  receive 
the  gofpel,  who  ingenioufly  fear  God,  1  Cor.  i.  2,  23.  Rev.xvii. 
14.  The  influences  of  grace,  are  fecret  and  gentle.  b  True 
faith  is  operative  and  worketh  by  love,  Gal  v.  6.  Gentle  and 
kind  proffers  ought  not  to  be  defpifed  more  efpecially  from 
Y  2 
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If  indeedyt  have  judged  me  to  be  faithful  to  the  Lord 
in  my  prfeffd public  regards  to  him,  come  into  my  houfe, 
and  ( b )  abide  under  proper  hofpitable  ufages  there c.  And 
{lie  even  (/)  conftrained  us  by  her  various  and  kind  plead¬ 
ings,  And  it  came  to  pafs,  as  we  went  to  Q)  evening 
prayer,  a  certain  damfci  poflcfTcd  in  common  behej  with 
a  ^  fpiri t  of  divination  met  us  on  our  way,  which 
brought  her  (/)  matters  much  fecular  gain  d  by  a  pre¬ 
tence  of(m )  foothfaying  :  the  fame  followed  Paul  and 
us  his  (n)  attendants ,  and  cried  out  with  great  earnejtnefs 
of  voice  and  ge/ture ,  as  we  came  on  the  road ,  1'heie  men 
are  the  undoubted (o)  fervants  of  the  moll  high  God, 
which  arefent  to  {hew  unto  us  the  true  way  of  obtaining 
eternal  falvation.  And  this  did  {he  not  then  only  (p), 
but  many fucceeding  days  after.  But  Paul,  being  griev¬ 
ed*  with  fucb  a  repetition  of  tejlimony  from  a  heathen  de¬ 
mon,  turned  himback ,  and  faid  to  the  evil  fpirit  under- 
flood  to  dwell  in  her ,  l  command  thee  in  the  name  and 
authority  f  pf  Jefus  Chrift  who  is  Lord  over  all  (<y)  to 


Jo.x.  35.KU1.  32  (^)Com.  Lu.  xxiv.  29.  (<)SeeGen.  xix.  3.xxxiii.i  r. 
1  Sam  xxviii.  23.  (y)  Jomp.  verfe  1  3.  (<f)Or  Python,  from  the  1  ea- 
then  Apollo;  calieu  alfo  Pythius,or  Serpent;  the  fymbol  of  whoom. 
Such  fpoke  as  fiom  their  belly,  and  affedled  to  utter  oracles.  His 
chief  temple,  was  at  Delphi,  comp.  Job.  xxxii.  »8,  19.  .7)  Grown 
(ers.  (tu)  Revealing  fecrels,  as  of  things  ftolen  ;  giving  hopes  of 
iuccefs  in  journeying,  &c.  («)  Silas,  Timothy,  and  Duke.  (0)  She 
fpoke  truth,  but  potfibly  tor  no  good  end,  comp.  Mat.  viii  29. 
Mark  i  24.  She  might  flatter  them,  to  have  accefs,  and  conciliaie 
their  affethon.  [p]  Her  words  might  be  nearly  the  fame,  (j)  Comp. 
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young  converts.  They  who  have  profited  fpiritually,  fliould 
be  ready  to  own  it  by  kind  meafures.  c  Hofpitality  to  Grangers 
and  fervants  of  the  Lord,  exhibits  a  fine  fpecimen  of  Chriltian 
virtue.  From  fu<  h  an  example  it  appears,  that  Chriftian  plii- 
lofophy,  or  Theology,  may  be  fairly  reduced  to  a  few  heads. 
Phyfical  predetermination,  aferibes  all  to  God,  and  entirely  fub- 
verts  human  liberty  <!  f  ile  credulous  pav  well  to  be  inipofed 
upon.  People  of  timorous  difpofition,  feurch  into  futurity. 
p,  in.  The  fuperftitious  are  ealily  inftigated  to  deftroy.  ibid, 
*  Applaufe  is  proper  to  be  refufed  from  an  impure  tongue.  f  Flat¬ 
tering  eyij  fpirits  are  to  be  treated  with  pure  aud  holy  zeal. 
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come  immediately  out  of  her.  And  he  came  out,  to  tht 
conviction  of  every  one  prefent,  the  fame  ( r )  hour. 


SECT.  LXXVI.  FROM  VERSE  XIX. 

AND,when  her(a)mafters  faw  that  the  hope  of  their 
gains  from  fucb  wicked  fervices  was  gone  for  ever ,  they, 
by  means  of  an  in/ligated  mob ,  caught  firfi  Paul  and  then 
Silas,  and  drew  them  forcibly  into  the  ( b )  market-place 
unto  fucb  of  the  rulers  as  kept  court  there ;  and  brought 
them  afterwards  to  the  principal  magiftrates  (c)  whom 
they  deemed  mojl  fit  to  avenge  their  fuppofed  wrongs ,  fay¬ 
ing,  1  under  pretence  of  great  concern  for  the  public  peace , 
thefe  men  being  {d )  hateful  Jews,  do  exceedingly 
trouble  the  inhabitants  of  our  city,  and  take  upon  them 
to  teach  religious  cuftoms  which  are  not  lawful  for  us 
to  receive  in  faith ,  neither  to  obferve  in  practice,  b  be¬ 
ing  a  (e)  colony  of  Romans.  And  the  unthinking  multi¬ 
tude,  more  exafperated  than  ever  with  thefe  complaints,  rofe 
up  together  in  violence  of  rage  and  clamour  againft  them 

Mark  ivi  17.  AtfVs  v.  16.  (r)  Or  inftant.  Soon  known,  from 

her  manner  of  behaviour. 

( a )  See  verfe  16.  ( b )  The  forum,  or  court  of  juftice.  Timo¬ 

thy  and  Luke  were  lets  considerable  (c)  Some,  military  officers, 
(i)  Their  language,  manners,  and  worlhip  would  prove  this  diver¬ 
sity  of  country  and  religion.  Jews  and  Chridians  then,  were  com- 
irnnly  blended.  (e)  See  verfe  12,  17.  Attempts  to  introduce  a 
new  religion,  were  forbidden  by  the  Roman  law,  Cic.  de  Lsg.  1.  ii. 
c.  8,  10, 14,  27  Lev.  1  xxrix.  c.  16.  Suet.  Aug.  c.  93.  Though  at 
home,  every  one  might  worfhip  what  deittei  they  pleafed,  as  might 
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Satan  is  then  molt  to  be  dreaded,  when  he  transforms  himfelf 
into  an  angel  of  light,  Rev  xiii.  1.  If  divining  future  events 
by  human  means  were  poflible,  it  would  be  a  curfe  rather 
than  a  good  fervice.  Ambiguous  oracles,  divert  from  the  fu- 
preme  Dilpofer. 

■  The  good,  from  motives  of  private  intereft,  are  often  ca¬ 
lumniated  as  offenders  againft  public  order  and  happinefs,  fee 
l  Kings  xviii.  17.  b  To  innovate  in  religion,  upon  proper 
grounds,  is  no  crime  but  a  duty.  Public  cpnfent  alone,  is  no 
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who  only  fought  their  chief good :  and  the  too  hajly  credu¬ 
lous  (y )  magiflrates  with  their  own  hands  rent  off  their 
clothes  in  part ,  and  when  their  backs  were  made  c  quite 
bare,  commande  d  without  previous  trial,  the  attending 
officers  tn  beat  them  (jj-)  with  rods.  And  when  they 
had  laid  many  jharp  ftripes  upon  them,  they  caff 
d  them  contemptuoujly  into  prifon,  charging  the  jailor 
to  keep  them  fafely,  left  by  aid  of  admiring  followers,  they 
Jhould  efcape  from  further  punijhment ,  who  having  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  a  charge  from  his  fuperiors ,  did  unfeelingly 
thruft  them  into  the  inner  dark  prifon,  e  fc cured  by 
Jlrong  doors  from  both  friends  and  flight ;  and,  to  have  ail 
as fafe  as pcjjible ,  made  their  feet  faff  in  (/>)  the  flocks 
of  wood ,  clofed  together  with  iron  locks. 


SECT.  LXXVII.  FROM  VERSE  XXV. 


AND  at  midnight  when  mqft  others  were  in  their 

conquered  Provinces.  (/)  Comp,  verf?  jc  Livy,  Plutarch  and 
others  often  mention  this  manner.  Clohs ..  (g)  Some,  military  of- 

fleers  (/;)  Alluded  to  r  ThelT  ii.  2  2  Cor.  xi.  23,  25.  A  mm> 
Her  of  punifhment  often  mentioned  by  the  Greek  and  Roman  hifto- 
rians.  (1)  Sometimes  the  feet  were  painfully  diftrnded  ;  and  atother 
times  both  th?fe  and  the  neck  put  into  a  moil  nneafv  pnfture.  Their 
late  fcourged  backs  would  add  to  both,  comp.  Job.xzxiihi  i.  xiii.27. 
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juft  reafon  of  faith.  c  To  punifh  without  any  certain  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  juft  caufe  is  a  high  crime;  efpecially  in  rulers  It 
argues  a  great  character,  to  be  undaunted  at  fuffering,  and  un¬ 
elevated  with  careffments.  In  default  of  other  evidence, 
fome  are  tortured  to  fpeak  againft  themfelves.  d  One  aft  of 
caufelefs  cruelty,  very  often  brings  on  another.  They  who 
are  grofsly  ignorant  of  religion,  depend  upon  the  mouths  of 
others,  and  fet  no  bounds  to  their  bitter  performing  zeal.  The 
great  hindrances  to  gofpel  progrefs,  are  fecular  gain,  love  of 
pre-eminence,  and  fuperflition.  When  perfecution  rages  moft, 
the  purcil  fpiritual  comforts  are  in  referve.  e  A  place  of  pri¬ 
vilege  among  a  tumultuous  multitude,  is  vain.  Cruel  commands 
are  not  difagreeable  to  a  fierce  temper.  How  much  more  va¬ 
luable  is  falvation  than  any  worldly  imereft,  comp.  1  Cor.  iv. 
13.  Pfal.  cxxix.  3. 
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foundeft  Jleep ,  Paul  and  Silas  prayed  for  fupport  under 
their  caiif elefs  and cruelfujfcrings,  and  fang  praifes a  unto 
God  who  had  thus  highly  (a)  honoured  them  in  his  own 
good  caufe :  and  the  prifoners,  being  awake  by  a  found  fo 
new  and  unexpended  in  thofe  di final  dark  cells ,  heard  them 
with  aftonifhment.  And  fuddenly,  while  at  this  extatic 
devotion ,  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  denoting  fome 
peculiar  divine  prefence  (b),  fo  that  the  very  foundations 
themfclves  of  the  large  Jlrong  prifon  were  mqft  fenfibly 
fhaken  :  and  (V),  upon  the  back  of  that ,  immediately 
all  the  doors  were  b  opened,  and  every  one’s  bands 
were  miraculoufly  (d)  loofed.  And  the  chief  keeper  of 
the  prifon  awaking  by  noife  fo  unufual  and  various  out 
of  his  fleep,  and  feeing  the  prifon-doors  open,  as  did 
at  firll  occur  to  him  by  the  joint  endeavours  of  thofe  who 
had  been  confined ,  and  nothing  doubting  that  they  were  all 
fled,  he  (<?),  from  Jhame  and  dread  of  confluences,  drew 
out  his  fword,  and  would  have  killed  himfelf,  fup- 
pofing  what  indeed  was  fo  very  probable ,  that  all  the  pri¬ 
foners  had  been  fled.  But,  aware  of  this  horrid  rafh 
purpofe ,  Paul  cried  with  a  loud  and  earnefl  voice,  fay¬ 
ing,  do  thyfelf  no  fuch  unnatural  /hocking  harm  ;  c  for 
wc  are  all  here,  to  be  laid  hold  of  a^a'tn,  if  it  fiould  feem 
proper.  Then  he  called  to  his  domeflics  for  a  light,  and 
fprang  quickly  in  to  be  fatisfied  of  the  truth ,  and  came 
trembling,  on  account  of  the  late  miraculous  interpofition , 
and  his  former  rude  violence  to  the  J'ervants  of  heaven ,  and 

(a)  See  chap,  v  41.  (£)  See  Mmh.  xxvii*.  2.  enmp.  Ifa.  xxiv. 

18.  (r)  Comp.  chap.  iv.  3  1  xii.  7  (<A  A  fymhol  of  wh  it  would 

fpiritually  happen,  fee  chap.  xii.  7  ( e )  See  chap,  xii  19.  Jailors 
in  fuch  cafes,  were  to  fuffer  the  punifli  iicnt  of  thofe  who  had  been 
impriioued.  The  guilt  of  fuicide  prevailed  then  :  and  was  even 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Devotion  is  the  moft  proper  relief  to  people,  in  painful 
circ um fiances ;  it  warms  with  unmerited  bitter  filtering.  I  he 
teflimony  of  a  good  confcience,  gives  happinefs  every  where. 
b  Divine  merciful  vifitations  to  the  people  of  God,  are  often 
nigheft,  when  they  are  leaft  expefled.  c  Goodnefs  conciliates 
regard,  and  foftens  rude  tempers.  Charity  feeketh  not  its  own ; 
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fell  down  (f)with  the  utmojl  refpefl  6  hefofe  Paul  and 
Silas;  and  brought  them  out  of  their  undeferved  con¬ 
finement  into  an  open  place ,  and  faid,  under  deep  concern , 
O  Sirs,  1  beg  of  you  for  all  that  is  good  e  who  are  fo  clearly 
beloved  of  God ,  tell  what  mud  1  now  do  to  be  (g)  faved 
for  ever?  And  they  faid,  each  of  them  in  their  turns.  Be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  whom  we preach,  fo  as  to 
embrace  his  heavenly  doctrine,  obey  his  laws,  and  trujl  to 
his  promifes ,  and  thou  ftialt  be  faved  from  the  wrath  to 
come  (A)  upon  finally  impenitent  tranfgreffors,  and  fo  Jhall 
every  perfon  in  thy  houfe  who  docs  the  fame.  And  they, 
taking  advantage  of  his  and  their  concern ,  fpake  unto  him 
more  at  large  the  gracious  (/')  word  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
all  grown  up  people  that  were  in  his  houfe.  And,  as  a 
proof  of  his  altered  fentiments ,  he  took  them  the  fame 
hour  of  the  night  and  wafhed  the  blood  from  off  their 
ftripes,  befides  fiemming  what  new  effufions  might  hap¬ 
pen  by  that  means  with  cold  water ;  and  was  baptized 
not  far  from  the  place  of  his  converjion,  by  way  of  public  ac¬ 
knowledgement ,  and  to  the  (j)  purging  away  of  bis  former 


dignified  by  the  examples  of  great  men.  (/)  The  ufual  manner 
in  the  eaft,  Mark  v  33  vii.  25.  Luke  v.  8.  (y)  This  wife  and 

comprehenfive  mode  of  expreflmn,  he  might  take  from  verfe  17, 
He  appears  upon  the  whole,  to  hare  had  an  upright  mind,  like  as 
in  Luke  iii.  ic,  12.  A<5b  ii  37.  Previous  to  this  perhaps,  even 
when  chaining  the  apodlcs,  he  might  have  heard  kind  pious  words 
from  them.  (f>)  Comprehending  alfo  an  aflhrance  of  eternal  life, 
fee  John  iii.  1 1 ,  and  3G  Faith  in  Chrift,  as  Mefliah,  imports  every 
thing  efTential,  chap.  viii.  37.,  Rom.  x.  9.  Arts  v.  31.  (/)  Who  he 

was,  and  how  he  lived  on  earth.  taught,  wrought  miracles,  fuffered, 
died,  rofe  again,  and  afeended  far  above  all  heavens.  All  alter  he 
came  home.  (»  Comp.  Arts  ii.  28.  viii.  1  a.  A  well  known  cuf- 


REFLECTIONS. 

fee  more  below.  d  They  who  give  the  moll  manifed  figns  of 
their  intereft  in  God’s  love,  are  the  bell  fpiritual  directors. 
This  is  the  mod  important  queftion  that  can  be  propofed  \  anil 
what  faithful  pallors  do  mod  of  all  feek  after.  Divine  grace 
will  melt  the  roughed  heart  into  tendernefs,  comp,  verfe  14. 
«  The  truly  brave,  compaflionate  thofe  who  have  been  enemies. 
To  feek  refuge  in  hell,  from  the  dangers  of  earth,  argues  mad 
defperation.  Signs  of  repentance  and  faith  have  a  peculiar 
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fins,  he  rind  nil  his  people  (£),  whom  by  example  and  words 
he  could  influence  f  ftraighlway.  And,  when  he  had 
brought  them  into  his  houfe  after  this  folcmn  fervice , 
he  fet  meat  (/ )  on  a  table ,  before  them,  and  greatly  re¬ 
joiced  *  at  heart,  for  fo  inejtimable  a  good;  believing  in, 
and  owning  the  true  God,  and  his  wonders  of  love  by  a  Re¬ 
deemer,  with  all  his  houfe.  And,  when  it  was  clear 
day,  the  or  ct  or;  an  magi  finite?  of  Philippi  who  had  before 
fenteneed  them  without  fair  trial ,  lent  the  (/;/)  ferjeants 
under  their  command ,  faying-  Let  thofe  men  who  were 
yefierday  imprifoned(i) )  go  eff peaceably.  And  the  keeper 
of  the  prifon  gladly  told  this,  faying  to  Paul,  The  chief 
magi  ft  rates  have  fer;  **  their  officers  with  orders  to  let  you 
go  hence:  now,  therefore,  depart  from  where  you  ought 
never  to  have  been  confined ,  and  go  on  in  divine  ufeful fer - 
vice  with  peace,  not  only  free  but  happy.  But  Paul  faid 
unto  them  who  were  font.  They,  whofc  cominiffon  you 
tear ,  have  beaten  us  by  their  liftors  with  rods  openly 
before  the  world ,  uncondemned  likewife  after  a  due  legal 
procedure ,  contrary  to  juflice  and  the  law  of  nations ,  being 
free-born  (0)  Romans  too  h,  and  have  both  injurioufly  and 

torn  for  admitting  profelvtes.  (f)  See  verfc  32,  34.  (/)  Like  as 

hi  Luke  v.  29.  xir  6.  (»)  l  JAors  or  headless  They  ufually  car* 
fried  a  rod,  or  bundle  cf  them  in  their  hand,  to  diftinguifli  them, 
fee  verfe  19,  20,  22;  ('.)  Fear  from  the  late  earthquake,  and  re¬ 

gard  to  judice,  might  now  move  them.  (0)  Comp.  chap,  xxii, 
25,  27,  ab.  Paul  means  himfelf  chiefly  if  not  only.  By  the  law* 

Reflections. 

claim  to  tender  regards.  r  No  time  fliould  he  loft  from  pro-' 
felling  elTtntlal  truth.  True  faith  is  fuperier  to  every  thing  of 
this  world,  t  John  v.  4.  It  mult  be  great  furisfafrion  to  a  man 
when  wife  and  children  go  over  with  him  to  true  religion.  No 
time  or  place  is  unmeet  to  hear  and  preach  the  gofpcl.  It  is 
natural  to  liaften  rewards  to  pious  inftruCtors.  Saving  convic¬ 
tion  doth  readily  fubmit  to  known  gofpd  terms.  To  the  grate¬ 
ful  new  occafions  of  thankfulnefs  do  perpetually  flow  in. 

*  Probity  of  mind  is  fure  to  acquire  neceflary  divine  truth,  and 
to  be  fuitably  afFedted  by  it,  chap.  viii.  39.  11  It  is  competent 

for  a  Chriftian  to  defend  his  right  and  character,  fur  the  fake 
id  juflice  and  ufefulnefs,  comp.  ver.  21.  Though  humble  and 
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reproachfully  caft  us  into  clofe  prifon  ;  and  now  '  do 
they  pretend  to  thruft  us  out  (/»)  privily?  n  ay,  verily,  we 
owe  more  to  our  own ,  and  the facred  rights  of  our  country  ; 
but  let  them,  if  they  refped  thefe  mojl  equitable  laws  of 
honour  and  truth ,  come  themfelves  to  make  our  innocence 
generally  known  k,  and  fetch  us  out  from  this  confinement. 
And  theferjeants  returning  told  thefe  undaunted  words 
unto  the  magiftrates  :  and  they  feared  to  have  an  ac¬ 
tion  brought  again  ft  them  for  illegal  proceedings  when  they 
heard  ( q )  that  they  were  free-born  Romans.  And  they 
came  to  their  prifoners  (r)  and  befought  them  earnefily 
to  forgive  what  from  ignorance  and  popular  clamour  they 
had  done ,  and  brought  them  ouL/«  the  mojl  gentle  man¬ 
ner,  and  defired  them  without  farther  delay  (s)  to  depart 
quite  out  of  the  city.  And  accordingly  they  went  with 
honour  out  of  the  prifon,  and  entered  into  the  hofpi- 
table  houfe  of  their friend  and  convert  Lydia  :  and,  when 
they  had  feen  the  Chrijiian  brethren  there  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  \  they  comforted  them  with  hope  of  the 


of  that  great  Rate,  to  fcourge  fuch  was  unlawful.  (/>)  Or,  after  a 
elandeftine  manner.  (?)  The  well  inclined  to  their  doftrine,  might 
elfe  have  been  offended  at  tamely  permitting  fuch  difgrace,  where 
the  law  was  clear  and  open,  (r  )  They  comforted  and  foftened 
them  with  fair  words.  It  was  a  degree  of  treafon,  Cicero ■  Verr. 
comp  chap,  xxii  29.  (j)  They  might  dread  a  new  uproar,  and 

to  fuffer  Aill  worfe  from  the  mob. 


REFLECTIONS. 

charitable  as  Chriftians,  we  are  not  to  countenance  tame  paf- 
five  obedience  to  tyrants.  He  is  not  juft  who  decides  what  is 
right  in  itfelf  without  a  fair  hearing.  '  A  public  ignominy  has 
claim  to  public  fair  reftitution.  k  Piety  and  prudence,  not 
pride,  muft  be  our  motives  in  feeking  redrefs.  Reputation  as 
minifters  of  Chrift,  is  worthy  of  a  guard  !  It  is  valuable  know¬ 
ledge  to  join  tendernefs  with  dignity.  Let  ns  be  -willing  to 
hear  reafon  and  truth  even  from  inferiors,  and  openly  to  repair 
injuries.  1  Earneftnefs  and  refpedft  do  wirnefs  fincerity.  A 
proper  fenfc  of  danger  and  mifery  is  requifite  to  prevent  both. 
No  pleafure  is  comparable  to  that  of  being  conduced  from 
eternal  death  to  the  way  of  falvation.  Extraordinary  divine 
interpolitions  naturally  tend  to  cheer  and  invigorate  the  pious; 
comp.  Phil.  i.  5,  7,  29,  30. 
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like  grace  of  God  in  tribulation ,  and,  after  fuitable  advices 
to  conjlancy  in  faith  and  practice ,  departed  elfewhere . 


CHAP.  XVII. 

SECT.  LXXVIII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

NOW,  when  they  had  pafled  from  Philippi  weft- 
ward  through  (a)  Amphipolis  a  city  of  Macedo¬ 
nia ,  and  Apollonia  belonging  to  the fame  region,  they  came 
to  the  celebrated  ( b )  ThefTalonica,  where  was  a  fyna- 
gogue for  religious  worjhip  of  the  Jews.  And  Paul,  as 
his  ufual  manner  was  ( c ),  went  in  unto  them,  and,  be- 
fides  joining  their  devout  celebrations  of  the  Almighty  for 
the  fpacc  of  three  feveral  Sabbath-days  reafoned  with 
them  out  ofa  the  Old  P ft  ament  (*/)  Scriptures  ;  open- 
ing  from  thence  fuitable  clofe  arguments,  and  (e)  alleging 
thefewith  great  exaflnefs  to  prove  that  Chrift  mull  needs 
(/)  have  fuHered  b  as  he  did  a  cruel  and  ignominious 
death ,  and  rifen  ( g )  again  from  the  dead  to  remove  all 

(<?)  So  called,  becaufe  wafhed  upon  both  (ides  by  the  river  Stry- 
mone.  Thucid.  1.  iv.  The  inhabitants  were  a  colony  of  the  Athe¬ 
nians.  Once  the  capital  of  Macedonia,  now  a  town  of  European 
Turkey.  ( b )  Of  that  country  like  wife,  in  the  hofnm  of  a  deep 
bay  ;  and  built  by  Philip,  the  father  of  Alexander  the  Great. 
Named  from  a  viftory  obtained  over  that  peopU.  (  c)  Comp, 
chap.  xiii.  46.  {d)  Simply  fo  ftyled,  beoaufe  of  their  excellence, 

comp.  chap,  xviii.  28.  xxviii.  23.  (e)  Greek,  felting  before. 

(/)  See  Pfalm  xxii.  Ifa.  liii.  Luke  xxiv.  26,  46.  ( g )  Comp.  Pfal. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  The  canonical  books  are  the  only  proper  ground  of  true 
faith,  Eph  ii.  20.  The  heroifm  of  Paul  ihould  be  admired  and 
imitated;  A£ta  xx.  24.  1  ThefT.  ii.  2.  b  The  necefTity  of 
Chrill's  (uttering  is  here  deduced  from  the  ancient  prophets,  to 
evince  that  he  was  not  to  be  an  earthly  prince,  comp.  Adis  xiv. 
22.  Though  no  miracles  are  mentioned,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  their  having  been  wrought,  front  1  ThefT.  i.  5,  &c. 
v.  19,  20,  21.  A  plain  indication  of  the  great  modefty  of  the 
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juji  ground  of  offence  from  this :  and  that  this  Jcfus  whom 
I  preach  c  unto  you  among  ethers ,  is  the  true  Lord’s 
anointed,  or  (/»)  Chrift.  And,  during  that  time ,  notwit  hr 
Jlanding  forma  prejudices .  feme  of  them  (/)  believed  an, 
article  fo  compnbenfwe  and  ncccfl'ary,  and  tbcrefoTe  con- 
forted  to  have  their  lot  ( j ,  the  fame  with  Paul  and  Silas; 
and  of  the  devout  (k)  p/ofe/yitd  Greeks  from  Pagan  to 
JcwiJh  [nit  words,  a  great  multitude,  and  of  the  chief 
Women  both  for  fatten  and  iffce  belonging  to  each  not  a 
few. 


SECT.  LXXIX.  FROM  VERSE  V. 

BUT  the  Jews  which  believed  not,  moved  with 
malicious  envy,  from  the  great  numbers  that  had  left  them , 
took  unto  them  certain  lewd  lawlcfs  fellows  of  the 
bafer  fort,  who  made  a  bufmefs  rf  Jh  cliing  through  Jlreets 
and  markets  to  excite  quarrels,  a  and  gathered  a  large 
company  for  that  purpofe ,  and.  by  clamour  with  every 
vifiblc  fign  of  juji  provocation ,  fet  all  who  inhabited  the 
city  in  an  uproar;  and  a  faulted  with  peculiar  violence 
the  houfe  of  Jafon,  whom  they  knew  to  have  befriended 
Paul  and  Silas ,  and  fought  to  bring  him  and  them  out 
to  be  torn  by  the  people.  And  when  they  found  them 
not  who  had  given  innocent  rife  to  the  tumult ,  they  drew 
Jafon  alone  their  entertainer  by  force ,  and  certain  well 
known  Chrijlian  brethren  unto  the  prefent  rulers  of  the 
city,  crying  as  with  one  loud  vehement  voice,  thefe  wretches 

jvi.  exub.  (J)  See  John  xx  30  (/')  Comp.  Ifa.  lii?.  ir.  (y)  Or 
inheritance.  S;  e  tor  evidence  ot  hb  fuccefs,  1  TlietT  ii  t>.  2  ihetT. 
iii.  (k)  See  chap.  xui.  43,  5c.  xvi.  14.  Such  were  well  pre¬ 
pared. 

REFLECTIONS. 

IwriteTS  of  the  New  Teftament.  c  General  do&rines  ought  td 
be  clofe  applied. 

a  The  delight  of  idlenefs  is  to  become  mifehievous  United 
clamour  drowns  all  force  of  argument,  and  is  a  common  engine 
of  zeal  without  knowledge.  A  cry  of  innovation  ami  herefy 
is  popular,  and  leads  to  mad  effetts.  Like  him  and  others, 
we  mult  take  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  our  goods  at  times. 
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of  men  that  have  elfewhere  turned  the  b  too  credulous 
world  upfide  down,  are  come  up  hither  alfo  with  their 
grols  poi foiling  errors  to  dijlurb  us  ;  whom  this  Jafon  hath 
/> ofpitably  received,  fo  as  to  become  refponfible  far  :  and 
pioreover ,  thefe  all  to  a  man  do  contrary  to  the  moji  expli¬ 
cit  decrees  of  Cefar,  treafonably  faying,  that  there  is 
another  c  King  (a)  whom  we  ought  to  obey  bejides  him9 
and  even  more  than  him ,  one  Jefus  who  but  lately  did fuf- 
fer  at  Jerufilem ,  as  a  vile  malefuflor.  And  they  troubled 
the  people  to  a  greater  degree  than  ever,  and  alfo  the 
rulers  of  the  city,  when  they  heard  thefe  high  d  rr/- 
minating  things.  And  when  they  in  office  of  magijlracy 
had  taken  fufficient  fecurity  of  Jafon  and  of  the  other 
people  with  him ,  that  they  would  not  molejl  the  public ,  nor 
harbour fuch  as  they  knew  to  have  fo  great  an  evil  in  their 
hearts ,  they  let  them  go  home  free  for  the  time , 

SECT.  LXXX.  FROM  VERSE  X. 

AND  the  Chridian  brethren  of  Theflalonica,/^r- 
ing  danger  Jtill  to  fuch  important  lives, from  fo  objlinate  and 

(a)  It  was  treafon  in  Rome  to  call  any  king  fave  Cefar,  without 
being  permitted:  and  Micedoni.t  was  a  R  >man  province,  comp. 
John  ii.x.  u,  15.  xviii,  36.  (A)  See  verfc  36. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  The  wicked  firft  diftrefs  by  falfely  accufing,  and  then  hate 
the  more,  Prov.  xxvi  2#.  comp.  Adts  xvi  20,  21  Luke  xxiii. 
2,  5.  They  who  complain  of  iedition  are  the  common  caufes 
of  it.  c  Molt  fit  it  wa-;  that  our  Lord  Ihould  afeend  before  his 
difciples  declared  him  king.  LTnhappy  they  who  put  far  from 
them  the  word  of  God,  1  ThefT.  ii.  j  5,  1 6.  Alow  pitch  of  under- 
tt  a  tiding  and  a  bafe  turn  of  temper  render  people  proper  tools  for 
the  word:  of  practices.  Hideous  charges  may  be  brought  againft 
the  molt  innocent,  the  molt  benevolent  and  ufeful,comp.  Adts 
xxiv.  5.  Where  proof  cannot  be  found,  clamour  ought  to  be 
defpifed.  d  What  is  feafible  at  firft;  fight  may  afterwards  be 
difproved  with  eafe.  The  religion  of  Jefus  fecurcs  obedi¬ 
ence  j  John  xviii.  36.  Rom.  xiii  1.  &c.  1  Tim.  ii.  1,  &c.  1  Pet. 
ji.  13,  &c.  Prudent  magillrates  adt  warily.  Politic  men  fuf- 
pedt  every  thing  that  is  new. 
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rajh  a  people ,  immediately  fent  away  Paul  and  Silas 
by  dark  night  unto  ( a )  Berea,  not  far  diftant ;  who 
coming  thither,  went  as  cheerftdly  as  ever  into  the 
Synagogue  of  the  Jews,  a  to  worjhip  the  true  God*  and 
to  bear  from  bis  holy  law.  Thefe  laft  they  happily  found, 
were  more  noble b,  free ,  and  generous  (£)  than  thofe 
•whom  they  bad  left  in  ThelTalonica,  in  that  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  God*s  fervants ,  the  gofpel- word,  with  all 
readinefs  of  mind;  ( c )  and  after  due  attendance , 
fearched  at  home  the  feriptures  daily,  whether  thofe 
things  now  taught  were  fo  as  Mofesand  the  prophets  bad 
foretold.  Therefore  many  of  them  who  did  obferve  that 
wonderful  correfpondence ,  under  divine  blejfing ,  believed 
more  and  more  the  evangelical  doctrine }  and  its  glorious  au¬ 
thor  :  alfo,  befides  Jews,  of  honourable  (d)  women 


(*)  See  verfe  13.  Near  Pella,  the  place  of  Alexander  the 
Great’s  nativity.  The  word  berea.  liumfie1  cleanneU,  or  neatnefs, 
in  Arabic  (A)  The  Jews  gloried  in  then  being  free  an  J  noble,  by 
defeent  from  Abraham  ;  and  therefore,  th:  Bereans,  imitating  his 
rational  faith,  were  his  genuine  offspring,  fee  J  hn  vii.  17  v.  3^. 
(0  Sec  chap.  xi.  t.  2  Cor.  viii.  n,  ,9  ix.  z  (./)  Jr  matrons,  fee 


REFLECTIONS. 

*  Til  ufage  ought  not  to  difeourage  faithful  miniftrations. 
b  They  of  upright  and  liberal  minds,  are  given  to  inquire,  and 
furc  to  become  fuccefsful.  Our  belt  reafon  is  to  be  uled,  in 
comparing  feripture  pafiages,  comp  Ifa.  xx.xiv.  16.  Luke  xvi. 
29.  John  v.  39.  Private  people  of  all  ranks  ought  to  be  praifed 
and  encouraged  to  ufe  the  infallible  word.  Men’s  authority 
would  foon  come  to  nothing,  if  the  feripture  were  confuted 
and  examined.  Againft  manileft  feripture  difeoveries,  no  ab- 
ltrad  metaphyfical  confidevations  Ihould  be  admitted.  Patience 
as  well  as  genius,  ought  to  be  exercifed.  Sentiments  thus 
founded,  can  never  fail  AVhrtt  is  not  certain,  flioutd  ever  be 
leparated  from  what  is  fo.  Stop,  where  evidence  is  wanting. 
Dogmatize  not  upon  doubtful  points.  Appear  not  thus  fufri- 
C’ous  to  true  candour  and  modeily.  There  is  Hill  room  lettior 
admirable  progrefs.  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  deal  with  thofe  who 
clcfplfc  the  plain  and  fober  way  of  truth,  and  would  rather  go 
on  disputing  for  ever.  Oppolition  drives  feds  to  extremes. 
We  ought  to  guard  againlt  excefles,  even  in  a  good  caufe. 
We  may  learn  fomething  from  the  miftakes  and  iaults  of  others, 
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from  rank  which  were  originally  idolatrous  Greeks,  and 
of  men  in  that  fame  fit uat ion  not  a  few.  But  when  the 
Jews  of  Theffalonica  had  Jure  knowledge  by  informa¬ 
tion,  that  the  pure  word  of  God  concerning  Jefus  Chrijl , 
was  now  preached  of  Paul  at  Berea,  as  aforetime  to 
themfelves ,  they  came  thither  alfo  under  an  objlinate 
malicious  incredulity  and  tempejluoufly  ftirred  up  the 
(V) people'  of  their  own  kind,  to  oppofe  them  as  turbulent  and 
dangerous.  And  then  immediately  the  Chrifiian  bre¬ 
thren  lent  away  Paul,  who  was  the  chief  leader,  and 
therefore  mo/l  obnoxious ,  to  go  d  as  it  were  (/)  to  fail 
crofs  the  fea:  (g-)  but  Silas  and  Timotheus  his  companions 
until  now,  being  lefs  known,  abode  there  Hill ,for  confirm¬ 
ing  what  had  been  fo  well  begun.  And  they  of  Berea 
that  conduaed  Paul,  brought  him  through  divers  coun¬ 
tries,  and freeft  from  adverfaries,  unto  Athens  the  mojl 
celebrated  city  of  Greece  for  arts  and  fciences  of  all  kinds  ; 
and  receiving  a  commandment  went  from  him  unto 
Silas  and  Timotheus  for  to  come  there  to  him  with  all 
fpeed,  (Jo)  they  departed  home . 


SECT.  LXXXI.  FROM  VERSE  XVI. 
NOW,  while  Paul  waited  for  them  at  Athens,  his 

Mark  iv.  43.  A<fts  xiii.  30,  (if)  So  the  Greek,  comp  Pfal.  xciii. 
3.  4  Ifa  ivii.  j  2,  13  ( f)  fhey  might  have  purfued,  and  taken 

him  in  a  land  journey  (g)  Perhaps  Luke  before  this,  had  Lft 
Paul'*  company,  and  been  lent  elfcwhere.  (/;)  See  1  ThelT.  iii. 
1,  2. 

REFLECTIONS. 

if  thefe  ferve  to  put  us  on  ourguard.  In  the  invefligation  of  facred 
truth,  frefh  evidences  arife  which  are  ever  pleafing  and  profitable 
to  a  ferious  inquifitive  mind.  True  evangelical  teachers,  fly  from 
trouble  and  dangers, only  to  be  more  ufeful.  While  the  mimflers 
of  Jefus  are  learned  and  faithful  in  their  office,  they  will  defire 
no  implicit  fubmiflion,  but  rather  wifli  to  be  tried  by  ferip- 
ture  llandard.  '  Prejudice  and  bigotry,  are  capable  of  great 
diligence  in  an  evil  work;  and  they  are  ofteneft  to  he  found 
among  the  low  and  illiterate.  d  Innocent  art  may  be  made 
life  of,  to  avoid  perfeention,  Mat.  x.  16. 
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zealous  fpirit  was  (a)  exceedingly  ftirredin  him,  with 
griefs  when  he  faw  the  inhabitants  of  fo  renowned  a  citv 
for  literature ,  wholly  given  over  to  ail  forts  cfgrofs  fcan - 
dalous  idolatry.  Therefore  difputed  he  concerning  re¬ 
ligious  matters ,  with  his  kinfmen  after  the  fiefh ,  the  Jews, 
firjl ,  to  bring  them  over  to  Chrijl.  and  with  the  devout 
( b )  Perfons  whom  they  had  profelyted  from  Pa- 
ganifm;  and  in  the  public  market  daily  with  them  cf 
other  fetts  that  met  with  him  and  (bowed  any b  defire  to 
be  inftrufted.  Then  certain  ( c )  philosophers  of  the  (d) 
Epicureans  who  c  held  immediate  plcafure  to  be  the  chief 
good ,  and  of  the  ( e )  Stoics  who  were  undcrjlood  then  as 
the  mofi  rigid  fupporters  of  virtue ,  encountered  him  (f) 


(a)  Literally  a  fharp  edge  was  let  upon  his  fpirit.  Yet  were 
his  words  ferious  and  aff-.ftinnate,  romp  Pfah  cxliv.  4.  John  xii< 
27.  xiii.  21.  liv  It  was  a  city  of  temples  and  idols.  Cir.  Pat'.fa- 
nias  mentions  more  in  this  city,  than  in  all  Gretc?.  Another  Hea¬ 
then  writer  fays,  that  yon  will  more  eafily  find  a  God,  than  a  man. 
( b )  See  verfe  4.  (r)  Thisname,  which  was  introduced  by  Pytha¬ 

goras,  and  fignifies  lovers  or  ftudents  ofwifdom  ;  he  jtiftly  thought 
more  modefl,  than  wife  men.  which  was  in  ufe  before  that. 
(d)  From  Epicurus  their  head  ;  who  is  faid,  by  his  friends,  to  have 
fought  tranquillity  in  the  way  of  virtue.  His  followers  more  gene¬ 
rally  fought  it  in  bodily  cafe  and  pleafure.  He  denied  in  dfetf, 
both  creation  and  providence,  (e)  They  were  much  av-rfe  to  Epi¬ 
curus  and  hisfentiments :  were  denominated  from  Stoa.or  Portico  ; 
would  have  all  natural  affetfions  and  paflions  eradicate  ;  and  thus 
fpoke  of  their  wife  men,  as  equal  to  God.  Yea,  at  times,  as  his 
fuperior.  They  held  al1  kinds  of  vice  to  be  equal,  ar.d  all  things 
to  be  under  fate,  or  rerdfity.  They  ffierted  God,  with  the 
Piatonifls  to  be  the  foul  cf  the  world  (/)  Comp.  Luke  liv.  31* 
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*  Godly  men  cannot  look  upon  impious  deeds  without  fad 
emotions,  2  Pet.  ii.  8.  The  grcfTeft  fuperflitions  do  often  flou- 
rifh  in  the  mod  polifhed  cities.  Pure  zeal  has  nothing  of  im¬ 
prudent  furious  heat  in  it,  but  propofes  truth  with  modefl y 
and  wifdom.  The  mod  improved  ftate  of  human  reafon  reeds 
to  be  taught  by  divine  revelation.  b  No  pains  fhould  be 
grudged  in  bringing  people  to  falvation,  by  tTiie  knowledge 
of  God  and  of  Chrift.  c  To  hear,  believe,  and  acknowledge 
what  is  new,  upon  fufiicient  evidence,  is  not  reprehensible. 
Difputes  among  fe£ts  more  fond  of  viftory  than  truth,  pro- 
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by  turns  warmly:  and  fome  faid  in  their  hajle  of  violence , 
What  will  this  idle  (g)  babbler  fay  d  which  deferves  our 
further  notice  ?  other  fome.  He  feemeth  to  be  a  ( k ) 
fetter  forth  of  flrange  (i)  new  gods,  to  the  exclufion  of 
tbofe  whom  we  know  :  becaufe  he  preached  unto  them 
Jefus,  as  one  who  wrought  miracles  and  was  taken  up  to 
heaven;  and  the  future  Jlate  of  endlefs  enjoyment  of  him 
there ,  by  a  ltke{j )  refurrecUon.  And  they  took  him 
by  the  hand  from  among  the  people,  and  brought  him  be¬ 
fore  their  principal  rulers  and  judges  in  great  general  caufesy 
unto  the  celebrated  hill  of  the  {k)  Areopagus,  faying. 
May  we  be  allowed  to  know  from  thee  at  large ,  in  fo  con¬ 
venient  a  place  out  of  crowds  and  noifey  what  this  c  new 

Retailer  of  fcrnpi  Some,  from  fcatterer  of  words ;  others, 
news- gatherer  and  retailer;  like  thofe  who  colic  ft  for  fale,  what 
falls  fiom  market  buyers  and  fellers.  A  bafe  f-llow  or  prattler, 
is  the  general  idea.  ( h )  Or  a  proclaimed  with  public  allowance. 
It  was  no  crime  reckoned*  (/)  Or  demons,  fi^r, dying  fpirits  or 
genius’s  ;  vvhi  h  were  common  objects  of  worfhip  in  the  Gentile 
world:  their  princes  and  heroes,  frequency  anainipg  divine 
honours,  after  their  death.  (j)  S  me  irbrht  take  the 
Greek  word  generally  tranflated  rtfur:  ctfion  (rhe  chief 
point  of  Chriftian  faith)  for  a  new  dedy  ;  like  fhame, 
famine,  revenge,  defire,  & c.  comp,  vetfe  71.  (/■)  Or  Mars 

Hill,  where  they  met.  A  fupreme  court,  tirft  inftituted  hy 
Cccropi,onc  of  their  early  kings,  in  honour  of  Mars,  their  God  of 
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duce  a  talkative  fort  of  philofophy  and  a  va'n  oftentatiort  of 
learning.  d  To  endeavour  leffening  characters  b'  general  in- 
d i re£t  infinuations  and  unjuft  calumnies  is  exceedingly  bafe. 
They  who  have  been  accultomed  to  imagine  tl  nnfelves  pof- 
fefled  of  all  truth  are  hardeft  to  convince.  All  u'eful  difeove- 
ries  have  had  to  ftruggle  with  fuch  prejudices.  Every  art  and 
talent  was  difplayed  to  i’upport  their  falling  caufe  ;  hence,  truth 
only  could  filcceed  with  the  young.  Beautiful  and  important 
discoveries,  do  often  become  the  fport  of  the  pref-imptuous  and 
ignorant.  A  fuperficial  tafte  of  philofophy  may  incline  the 
mind  to  atheifin ;  but  a  full  draught  thereof  brings  it  back 
again  to  religion;  comp.  A£b  ii.  12.  e  Modefty,  morals  and 
good  fenle  will  keep  people  at  a  diltance  from  the  Epicureans. 
To  be  inftrudfed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  divinity 
fhould  be  our  early  and  vehement  wilh.  Among  endlefs  in¬ 
tricacies  of  lpeculation  the  young  and  illiterate  are  apt  to  be 
A  a 


1 86  actsofthe  Chap.  XVII. 

do&rine  (7),  whereof  thou  fpeakeft  to  the  undifcerning 
?nultitude  is  ?  For  thou  bringeR  to  appearance  certain  1 
Rrange  things  to  our  ears  •who  have  learned  much  be¬ 
fore,  and  hardly  to  be  borne :  we  would  fain  know  there¬ 
fore  after  a  dear ,  plain ,  and  full  way  what  thefe  things 
mean.  (For  indeed  mofl  of  all  the  native  Athenians, 
and  the  vafl  number  of  {in)  flrangers  which  were  there 
•with  them,  for  trade ,  arts,  learning,  and  commerce  g,  fpent 
their  time  in  next  to  nothing  elfe,  but  either  to  tell  or 
to  hear  (»)  fome  new  thing.) 

SECT.  L XXXII.  FROM  VERSE  XXH. 

THEN  Paul  Rood  in  the  midft  of  Mars  Hill,  to  be 
diflinttly  fecn  and  heard  by  fo  great  an  audience ,  and 
faid  unto  them  boldly ,  (a)  Ye  gentle  men  of  Athens,  your 
demand  is  mofl  agreeable  fo  me,  becaufe  I  perceive  that  in 
all  things  which  relate  to  religion  ye  are  rather  too  (Jf) 

war.  who  is  faid  to  have  fat  there.  (/)  Curiofity  might  be  their 
chief  aim,  fee  chap.  ii.  12.  (w)  Moft  of  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 

tries  fent  their  young  nobility  and  gentry  thither,  to  be  under  cele¬ 
brated  prrfeflors  of  the  liberal  aits  and  fciences.  2  Mac.  ix.  6. 
(r>)  Still  the  newer  the  better,  fays  Thuc*d.  1.  iii.  Cleon  and  others 
©bjeft  to  them,  that  th<*y  were  flaves  to  things  new,  and  defpifers 
of  old  Demofthenes,  Mark  vi.  31. 

(a)  So  their  own  celebrated  orators,  Demofthenes  and  Efchines 
had  been  in  life  to  begin  their  difcourfes.  Here  is  an  example  both 
of  courage  and  addrefs.  ( b )  Or  feemingly  very  religious.  Ad. 
difted  much  to  worfhip  invifible  powers,  chap.  xxv.  19  Greek, 
fearing  demons,  or  gods  ;  and  is  of  a  middle  fenfe,  either  good  or 
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bewildered.  Of  the  Rate  of  men  after  death  the  Stoics  fpake 
uncertainly.  They  feem  to  have  formed  no  fyftem  on  a  fub- 
je<R  fo  interefting  to  the  hopes  and  fears  of  rational  beings. 
*  Some  philofophers  feem  to  have  valued  do&rines  as  they 
were  obfeure  ;  whereas,  the  criterion  of  truth  is  ufually  placed 
in  clear  and  evident  perceptions.  e  They  who  are  very  inqui¬ 
sitive  after  news,  are  very  credulous  and  eafy  impofed  upon. 
Thofe  conventions  and  writings  which  have  brought  the 
name  of  free-thinkers  into  difgrace,  have  contributed  to  fpoil 
taftc  as  well  as  morals. 
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fuperftitious,  a  compared  with  the  people  of far  lefs  liter  a- 
ture .  For  as  I  pafTedby  the  public  markets  and  Jlreets 
of  your  large  elegant  city ,  /  beheld  your  devotions  before 
confecrated  Jlatues ,  and  other  of  your  (r)  hallowed  things , 
I  found  among  the  rejl ,  even  an  altar  for  facrifices  and  of¬ 
ferings  ,  with  this  very  remarkable  infer  iption,  (d)  To 
the  unknown  God.  Whom,  therefore,  ye  fo  igno¬ 
rantly  worihip,  him  with  all  refpetl  declare  1  unto  you, 
and  how  he  ought  to  be  worjhipped .  The  Almighty  glori¬ 
ous  and  everlujling  God  that  made  this  immenfe  fabric  of 
the  world,  above  and  beneath ,  and  all  things  therein, 
feeing  that  he  is  uncontroulable  Lord,  (?)  proprietor  of 
heaven  and  ( /)  earth,  dwelleth  not  as  his  rcfidcnce  in 
temples  made  with  human  hands  only  .*  neither,  like  the 
great  among yourf elves,  is  he  to  be  worfhipped  with  men's 
uplifted  hands,  or  with  cojlly  offerings ,  as  though  he 
needed  any  thing  of  that fort  to  complete  his  (, g )  happinefs , 

bad,  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  the  fuhjedt.  Here  the  favourable 
fenfe  wai  moll  probably  taken  by  fo  prudent  a  perfon.  A  hand- 
fome  conciliating  manner,  (c)  Comp.  Dan.  xiv.  27.  2  Theft.  ii. 
4.  ( d )  In  a  raging  peflilence,  it  is  Did,  that  Epimenides  the  Cre¬ 

tan,  give  advice  to  facrifice  to  the  God  to  whom  this  matter  be¬ 
longed,  without  a  name,  to  prevent  miftakes.  Other  heathen  au¬ 
thors  mention  altars  with  like  inferiptions.  They  feared  that  fome 
one  God  might  efcape  them,  Paul’s  manner  is  prudent  and  fltil- 
ful,  to  what  wasobjtfted  to  him,  verfe  18.  Herein  virtually  did 
the  people  of  Athens  exprefs  their  ignorance  of  God.  Paul  there¬ 
fore,  ufes  fuch  deferiptions  as  did  confute  both  the  errors  of  their 
learned  and  common  people.  The  difeourfe  no  doubt,  is  much 
abridged.  (*)  Pfal.  cxxxv.  6.  To  create  is  furely  the  jufteft 
ground  of  dominion,  univerfal,  independent,  and  abfolute  ;  nor 
can  this  belong  to  any  fave  one,  fee  chap  xiv.  15.  (/*)  See  I  fa. 

Ixvi.  i,  2  vii.  48.  In  heaven  and  elfewhere,  he  may  fped- 

ally  manifeft  himfelf,  Matth.  vi.  9.  t  Kings  ix.  3.  2  Kings  xix  ic. 
(^)  Comp.  Adh  vii.  48  Pfal.  1.  8,  &c.  Mic.  vi.  6,  8cc.  A.  prevail¬ 
ing  notion  among  the  Heathens  was  chat  their  gods  fed  on  the 

REFLECTIONS. 

1  Public  teachers  ought  not  to  irritate  by  often  five  names, 
but  to  win  by  civil  manner.  What  piety  can  there  be  in  niak- 
ing  obje&s  of  adoration  toouTfelves  without,  and  even  againfl: 
divine  revelation  ?  Religion,  though  a  falfe  one,  has  wonderful 
•effeft  upon  men’s  minda.  There  is  nothing  fo  abfurd,  nothing 
A  a  2 
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feeing,  as  foie  original  author,  he  giveth  to  all  both  men 
and  bcajls  life,  b  and  breath  of  the  fpirit  for  continuation 
of  this ,  ( h )  and  all  things  efe  ncceffnry ,  convenient ,  and 
even  pleafurable  ;  and  hath  made  of  one  blood,  from  a 
Jingle  parent ,  all  nations  of  men,  however  diflant  and 
likewife  different  now  from  one  another ,  for  c  to  dwell  on 
all  the  (r)face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  determined  the 
times  of  their  living  both  as  individuals  and  communities , 
before  appointed  by  his  all -knowing  wifdom,  and  alf:  the 
bounds  of  their  habitation  :  that  they  fhould  (_/')  feek 
the  fupreme  and  only  (k)  Lord  who  is  remote  from  kun.  an 
eyes,  if  haply  they  might  feel  with  proper  diligence  after 
jujl  apprehenfions  of  the  nature,  will  and  friend fhp  of  him, 
and  find  him  d  fuccej 'fully  ;  though  he  who  is  no  object 

fames  of  facrifices.  (/;)  Comp  Gal  xxvii.  John  iii.  5.  (/)  Con  p. 

Luke  xxi.  35.  Gen  i.  z*.  Pl'al.  .xv  6.  This  ftrn>  kartn;  r<-.o*  <.f 
the  whole  Epicurean  lyftcm.  (j)  Comp.  Ifi  iv  6,  &  .  Htb.  xi. 
6.  Similitude  taken  from  things  gropped  after  in  the  dark 
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fo  impure  and  immoral,  which  an  enthufiafl:  cannot  adopt  as  a 
part  of  his  religion.  h  It  is  divine  goodnefs,  and  not  fnnple 
nature  that  each  of  his  w'orks  are  indebted  to.  fie  cannot, 
therefore,  receive  back  from  them  more  than  his  \vn.  An 
horror  at  the  dire  effe&s  of  fuperfiition  has  induce.!  feme  to 
have  recourfe  to  atheifm.  God  being  unl’mit'-d.  himfeif  i  vi¬ 
able,  and  filling  both  heaven  and  earth,  i*  in  all  places  fit'y 
adored  JuJl .  Mort.  Without  expressly  attacking  any  of  the 
fefls,  Paul  gives  a  plain  fummary  of  his  own  religious  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  in  which  he  is  a  charming  model  to  reformers.  The 
worihip  of  God  is  eflential  to  the  prefervation  of  empire. 
*  By  a  common  nature  it  hath  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  cement 
his  reasonable  offspring.  They  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  brethren. 
4  From  effects,  we  may  come  to  the  true  knowledge  of  the 
efficient  catife ;  Pfal.  xix.  i,8cc  Aclsxiv.  17.  Rom.  i  20  The 
knowledge  of  nature  will  ever  be  the  firmed  bulwark  againit 
atheifm,  and  furclt  foundation  of  true  religion  :  it  infpires 
love  and  adoration  of  the  Creator.  The  argument  from  rhe 
prder  and  defign  that  evidently  fhews  itfelf  throughout  the 
univerfe,  is  the  (hotted  and  fimpleft  of  every  other,  ever  agree¬ 
able,  new  and  furprifing  While  we  (fill  meet  in  our  inquiries 
^yith  hints  of  greater  things  yet  undifeovered,  the  mind  is  kept 
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of  bodily  fight  be  not  far  in  his  effcnce  from  every  one  of 
us,  (!)  by  clear  marks  of  his  mijl  -wife  and  powerful  love : 
for  in  (in)  and  by  him  we  live  e  preferved and  continue 
to  move,  and  have  had  our  being ;  as  certain  f  alfo  of 
vour  (;*)  poets  have  in  cffefl  faid.  For  we  are  alfo  his 
1  fpiritual  offspring.  Forafmuch  then  as  we  are  the  off- 
fpring  of  God,  by  iikenefs  to  his  divine  reafon  and  will , 
we  ought  not  to  think  that  the  godhead  whence  thefe 
glories  are  derived  is  like  unto  comparatively  mean  infen - 
Jtble  (d)  gold  whereof  idols  at  e  made ,  or  iilver,  or  marble 
and  other  precious  iione,  graven  by  the  mojl  fkilful  art 

(k)  S?c  verfi*  14.  (/)  See  G*n  it  7*  («)  Comp,  Rom.  it.  35. 

At5b  xiv.  ij.  Plal.  civ.  2j,8c-.  1  Tim.  vi,  17.  Job.  xxvi.  ic  Dan. 
jv  14.  in)  Who  were  to  the  heathens  as  prophets ;  like  Homer, 
H  e!iod,  Meander,  &?.  But  in  the  writings  of  h.ratus  rhe  Cilician, 
and  countryman  of  Paul,  more  exprefs  than  any  other.  Our  a 
polite  was  verfant  in  learned  writings,  Ttt.  i.  1  2  and  his  argument 
with  authority  in  the  prefent  cafe,  was  peculiarly  fuitable,  comp. 
1  Cor.  xv.  33.  (0)  Sec  Pf.il.  cxv.  3.  lfa.  xl.  lb,  fits,  xlvi.  5,  6, 
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in  a  pleafing  expe  dition  of  making  a  farther  progrefs,  acquir¬ 
ing  higher  conceptions  of  that  great  Being  whofe  works  are  fo 
various  and  hard  to  be  comprehended  :  Being,  all  directed, 
by  perfect  goodnefs  !  They  who  fpeculate  as  they  ought  cannot 
but  be  excited  and  animated  to  correfpond  with  the  general 
harmony.  The  fcheme  will  improve  from  particular  to  more 
general  and  juit  views  for  perpetual  admiration.  From  what 
we  are  able  to  underlland  of  nature,  we  may  entertain  the 
greater  expectations  of  what  will  Hereafter  be  difeovered  to  «s. 
As  there  are  no  inquiries  of  a  more  arduous  nature  than  thofe 
which  relate  to  deity,  or  more  important  j  fo  there  are  none  in 
which  theutmoll  caution  ami  fobernefs  of  thought  are  more  re- 
quilite.  e  Civil  and  polite  literature  is  far  from  being  foreign 
to  the  bufinefs  of  divines  It  is  highly  convenient  fometimes 
to  fpeak  to  idvcrfaries  from  profane  writers,  when  they  fpeak 
what  is  tr.ie  and  right.  Without  God  willing  and  permitting 
no  one  can  e\iit  fo  much  as  for  a  moment,  far  lefs  in  comfort. 
f  Sec  reflections  e.  s  'fhe  rational  nature  is  God’s  image  in  men, 
God,  who  has  life  in  hiinfelf  and  communicate?  it  to  others, 
cannot  be  refembled  by  what  is  dead,  fee  If.  xl.  18.  xliv.  *3. 
^l11  the  afle&ions  of  our  hearts  and  all  tile  actions  of  our  lives 
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and  man's  device  both  as  to  figure  and  place  of  abode. 
And  from  henceforth  you  ought  to  know ,  that  the  times  of 
this  grofs  heathenifh  ignorance  even  as  to  foundation  ar¬ 
ticles,  God  in  eff  'ett  winked  at,  by  not  executing  immedi¬ 
ate  (p)  fevere  vengeance  ;  but  now  this  long  dark  night 
being  well  over ,  he  commandeth  all  men,  by  our  means 
whom  he  hath  fent  out  and  every  where,  to  repent  of 
tbeir  by  pajl  errors  and  fins,  (a )  in  the  fure  hope  of  his  par¬ 
doning  love :  becaufe  he  haul  appointed  (r)  a  day  in 
the  which  he  will  hereafter  (j)  as  fupreme  Lord  of  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth ,  judge  the  whole  habitable  world  in  { t ) 
righteoufnefs,  h  by  that  very  illuftrious  man  <  u)  already 
made  mention  of,  and  whom  he  hath  ordained  to  that 
end ;  whereof  alfo  he  hath  given  ( x )  clear  ground  for 
alb  ranee  unto  all  men  who  are  at  due  pains  to  inquire , 
in  that  he  hath  railed  him  from  the  dead  (y)  to  a 
Jiate  of  powerful  and  glorious  exaltation . 


SECT.  LXXXIII.  FROM  VERSE  XXXII. 
AND,  when  they  heard  of  the  refurrection  of  the 

{/>)  Comp  chap.  xiv.  16  His  eye  as  it  were.  *Jid  fhoot  over  them, 
13cutxxii.  I,  3,  4.  (q)  See  Mat  iii.  7.  (r)  Or  time.  Determined 
in  himfelf,  yet  wifeiy,  gracioufly  concealed  (/)  See  verfe  24. 
(/)  According  to  their  fcveral  works,  and  without  r-fpedt  of  peifnns, 
Rom.  ii  6,  («)  See  verfe  1  h,  comp  Luke  xxtv  nj.  \dts  ii. 

22.x.  42  John  v.  22,  *7  Rom  ii.  16.  (.v)  Comp.  Hof.  v.  9. 

{ y)  See  Rom.  xiv.  9  comp.  1  Tim.  iv.  ic.  Matth.  xii.  39,  40. 
John  ii.  1 8. 

REFLECTIONS. 

fhould  be  confronted  to  his  fervice.  h  The  refurre&ion  and 
judicial  power  of  Chvift,  are  pillar-articles  of  the  goljiel  The 
fum  of  Chriftianity  may  he  comprehended  in  few  words,  2  Cor. 
v.  19.  We  ought  fooner  to  excufe  the  defeats  of  the  weak  and 
of  the  limple,  as  a  child  is  more  excufable  than  a  man.  ihe 
Lord  grant  that  we  may  all  find  mercy  of  the  Lord  in  that 
day.!  2  Tim.  i.  18.  Men's  ufefulnefs  ought  to  be  as  ev  ten  live 
as  their  influence.  A  charge  upon  mankind  to  repent,  fiiould 
humble  the  very  loftiefi:  of  them  :  But  who  can  repent  without 
having  this  in  his  power  ?  The  refurre&ion  of  Chrilt  demon* 
ftrates  how  others  may  be  raifed.  , 
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dead  to  life ,  fome,  who  held  this  to  be  abfolutely  impojfible 
and  ridiculous  {a),  mocked  the  apojlle ;  and  others  more 
wifely  moderate ,  faid,  We  will  hear  thee  again  lb)  when 
more  at  leifure  for  it>  of  this  very  new  and  fingular  matter . 
J  So  Paul,  observing  how  little  thefe  carelefs  worldly  men 
did  regard  divine  inflrufiion,  departed  from  among 
them  (c)  unhurt.  Howbeit,  certain  men  of  that  very 
audience ,  clave  clofe{d )  unto  him  as  a  teacher ,  and,  af¬ 
ter  more  full  private  difcourfe  with  them ,  upon  gofpcl  evi¬ 
dence  b  believed  in  one  true  God ,  and  his  blejfed  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son ,  Jefus  Cbrift :  among  the  which  was  Diony- 
fms  the  celebrated  '  e)  Areopagite,  and  a  woman  of  no 
fmall  rank  likewife  named  Damans,  and  others  with 
them  lefs  eminent for  birl  [inflation,  office  or  fortune. 


(0)  They  did  not  refl  ft  on  like  fpscimens ,  in  natural  things, 
John  xii.  14.  1  Cor.  xv.  36.  (£)  Even  of  this  number,  poflibly  few 
did  aflt  any  fuch  thing  (r)  It  does  not  appear,  that  he  was 
brought  hither  as  a  criminal.  (</)  See  chap.  v.  13.  ix.  26.  x.  28. 
(e)  One  of  the  magiftrates,  comp.  chap.  xiii.  12,  &*. 


RE  FLECTIONS. 

a  Valuable  difeoveries  keep  up  curiofity  and  expectation. 
Every  ftep  of  true  knowledge  gives  a  glimpfe,  or  faint  view  of 
what  lies  beyond  it,  though  yet  unrevealed.  It  is  a  weak  con¬ 
ceit  of  fobriety  or  ill  applied  moderation  to  conceive  that  any 
one  can  fearch  too  far  or  be  too  well  ftudied  either  in  the  book 
of  God's  word,  or  in  the  book  of  God’s  works.  While  they 
take  care  that  they  apply  not  knowledge  to  pride,  but  to  charity  j 
not  to  oftentation  but  to  ufe.  Even  a  fmall  fu  :cefs  in  cities  of 
corrupt  manners,  ought  to  be  taken  notice  of  with  gratitude. 
b  It  is  of  the  nature  of  uprightnefs  to  reft  upon  folid  evidence. 
Paul's  accommodation  to  Jews  and  Gentiles  was  widely  diffe¬ 
rent,  and  to  both  moft  proper.  His  rebukes  were  infinuated 
rather  than  openly  and  harlhly  adminiftered  In  the  beginning 
he  took  his  arguments  from  what  men  beft  knew.  Religious 
difcourfe,  governed  with  meek  wifdom,  feldom  fails  to  have 
great  fuccefs  They  who  judge  before  hearing,  convi£t  them- 
felves  of  flume  and  folly;  Prov.  xviii.  13.  xxv.  15.  comp.  Dent, 
xxxii.  2. 
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SECT.  LXXXIV.  FROM  VERSE  T. 

AFTER  thefe  things  Paul  departed  from  Athens 
where  his  JucceJs  upon  the  whole  had  not  been  ojet  y 
remarkable ,  and  came  to  Corinth,  another  famous  city  cf 
Greece  (a),  in  Achaia  ;  and  found  a  certain  man  who  had 
been  a  ( b )  Jew,  named  (c)  Aquila,  born  in  Pontus  of 
Afiay  near  the  Euxine  fea ,  lately  come  from  Italy  with 
his  wife  Prifcilla,  a  (d)  woman  of  great  eminence  and  pie¬ 
ty^  (becaufe  that  ( e )  Claudius  the  fifth  Romem  emperor 
a  had  commanded  (/ )  all  Jews  to  depart  from  Rome) 
and  came  unto  them  for  employment.  And  becaufe  he 
was  of  the  fame  craft,  he  abode  with  them  for  a  time , 
b  and  wrought  (g)  for  his  fubfijlencc ,  (for  by  their  oc- 

( a )  Situated  in  a  narrow  ifthrr.us,  between  the  jEgean  and  the 
Ionian  feas  ;  a  city  of  great  trade,  rich,  luxurious  and  proud  :  def- 
troyed  on  this  laft  account  by  the  Romans,  but  afterwards  rebuilt 
by  Julius  Cefar,  Strabo  Died.  Sic.  ( b )  Now  a  Chriflian.  (c)  See 
verfe  24.  (d)  Therefore  mentioned  before  her  hufljand,  Rom  xvi. 
3.  2  Tim.  iv.  19.  (a)  A  foclifh  man,  under  the  government  of 

wives  and  ferVHPrs,  fee  Suet  Claud  25.  Dio.  1.  lx.  ( f )  With  them 
Chriftians  were  blended,  and  the  former  in  parricular,  were  nume¬ 
rous.  Sueton  mentions  this  edidt,  and  feems  to  infinuaie,  that  tu¬ 
mults,  or  the  dread  of  them  did  cccafion  if.  (g)  It  was  a  maxim 
among  the  Jew?,  that  he  who  did  not  bring  up  his  fon  to  a  trade, 
did  in  effedt,  teach  him  to  be  a  thief.  In  thr  f  hot  countries,  (Tld- 
camps,  or  tents  were  often  ufed,  comp  Adb  xx.  34.  1  Cor.  iv  i  2. 

1  ThcfT.  ii.  9.  For  the  fame  reafon  among  the  wifer  J.ws,  Rab- 

REFLECTIONS, 

a  A  timorous  and  fufpicioun  temper  leads  to  punifh  both  the 
guilty  and  the  fufpedled.  Ptrfons  and  things  may  innocently 
occafion  tumults,  without  being  the  criminal  caufes  of  them. 
If  bigots  and  perfect! tors  will  abufe  the  virtuous  and  the  modeft 
for  fpeaking  the  truth  and  fupporting  it  with  proper  evidence, 
they  are  criminal,  and  not  the  peifons  whom  they  perfecute, 
u  None  ought  to  be  afhamed  to  learn  and  exercife  manual  em¬ 
ployment  when  neceflary,  even  though  far  above  the  common 
in  religious  wifdom.  The  apolUes  fought  no  interell  of  this 
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cupation  they  were  (h)  tent-makers, /cr  catnps  in  war 
ami  for  home  conveniences).  And ,  for  their  Jakes  who  did 
attend ,  he  reafoncd  in  the  jfewijh  fynagogue  every 
Sabbath  day ,  out  of  the  ancient  prophetic  booksy  and  per¬ 
suaded  c  numbers  of  the  Jews,  and  alfo  cf  the  devout 
(/')  Greeks.  And,  when  (  7)  Silas  and  Timotheus  who 
had  been  left  at  Berea,  were  come  from  thence  to  Mace¬ 
donia,  Paul  was  preffed  in  fpirit  (k)  with  ardent  zealy 
and  carnatly  (/)  teiliiied  to  the  Jc wsfromferipture  pre - 
di$ionsy  that  Jefus  whom  he  taught  was  (tm )  thrift.  And 
when,£y  unconquerable  prejudice  ,thev  fill  oppofed  them- 
felves,  and  even  («)  blafphemed  the  holy  name  by  railings 
he  ( 0 )  {hook  his  raiment  clear  as  he  could  of  all  that  was 
theirs y  and  boldly  laid  unto  them.  Your  blood,  who  are 

bins  themfelves  Hid  learn  a  mechanic  trade.  (A)  Compofed  of 
linen  cloths,  or  teins.  ( i )  Profelytes  to  Judaifir.  Hurt.  Ttb  c.  32. 
mentions  ftich  attendiRg  and  difpdting,  comp.  1  Cor.  xvi.  15.  i  14, 
16.  (/)  The  fame  with  Sylvanus,  1  Cor  i  19  comp.  Atfh  xvii. 

14,  15.  (£)  Comp;  Luke  viii  45.  six.  43.  Afts  xxi.  25.  £om?, 

prifled  by  the  Spirit  to  teach,.  Arts  xx.  22.  comp.  Jor.  xr.  8,  9* 
Am.  iii  8.  2  Cor.  v.  14.  (/)  See  Luke  xv\  2  8.  (m)  Meffiah,  or 

anointed,  chap.  xvii.  3*  (»)  See  chap.  xlii.  4^ .  (0)  Comp.  Mat* 

REFLECTIONS. 

world  by  their  office.  What  credit  could  fuch  have  foufid 
with  the  world,  if  the  force  of  truth  had  not  been  upon  their 
tide  ?  How  ealily  might  the  Jews  have  refuted  the  principal 
fafts  of  Chriltiariity,  if  they  hacl  been  aflerted  without  grounds? 
Places  of  chief  concourfe  and  wealth  are  apt  to  become 
moft  vicious  as  to  riot,  fenfuality,  and  pride.  To  maintain 
one’s  felf  by  labour  for  the  fake  of  Guilt,  is  highly  commend¬ 
able.  No  man  knoweth  to  what  ftraits  he  or  his  children  may 
be  reduced-  Suitable  aflbeiates  in  gofpel  labours  are  to  be 
owned  with  affedtionate  gratitude  So  are  ftich  companions 
in  the  nearefl  relations  of  life.  Difinterefted  benevolence  puts 
enemies  to  the  blufh,  1  Cor.  ix.  i,  See.  and  conciliates  regard. 

For  the  fake  of  inquiring  after  truth,  all  proper  means  ought 
to  be  attended.  It  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Spirit  of  God 
that  we  continue  to  preach  with  diligence  even  where  we  know 
of  little  good  which  has  formerly  been  done.  How  plcafant 
and  edifying  is  it,  to  recognize  apoftolical  earneltueis  ? 
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Jo  malignant,  will  be  ( p )  now  upon  your  own  heads  *  ;  I 
am  clean  of  guilt  in  your  dejlrudion:  from  henceforth, 
leaving  you  who  are  thus  hardened  in  objlinacy ,  I  will  go 
and  preach  the  gracious  truth  of  « God  by  Chrijl ,  unto  the 
(q)  pitiable  Gentiles. 


SECT.  LXXXV.  FROM  VERSE  VII. 

AND  he  departed  thence,  and  entered  into  a  cer¬ 
tain  man’s  houfe,  named  ( a )  Juitus,  one  that ,from  be¬ 
ing  an  heathen ,  now  (b)  worfhipped  the  true  God,  whofe 
houfe  joined  hard  to  the  fynagogue.  And  Crifpus, 
the  (c)  chief  ruler  of  the  fynagogue,  believed  on  the 
Lord  Jefus  with  all  the  grown  (d)  up  members  of  his 
houfe  ;  and  many  more  of  the  Corinthians  who  were: 
not  Jews,  hearing  Paid  teach,  believed  with  their  hearts, 
and,  prof  effing  their  full  purpofe  of  adJjerence  were  bap¬ 
tized  publicly  unto(e)  the  remijfon  of  their  former  Gentile 

i,  14.  A  xiii.  5 1  (p)  See  Lev.  x.  9,  12.  2  Sam.  i.  16.  (7)  Comp.' 
chap  xiii.  46.  xxviii.  28. 

(a)  Some  M,S  S.  read  Titus  Julius,  (b)  See  chap.  xvr.  14.  xviu 
4.  liy  this  time  he  miidit  likewife  have  become  a  convert  to  Paul’s 
dodrine.  (t)  One  of  them,  fee  Matth.  ix.  18.  Arts  xiii.  15, 
(d)  So  John  iv.  33.  Rom.  x.  17.  ( e )  Comp.  chap.  ii.  38.  1  Cor. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Each  muft  be  anfwerable  for  their  own  fault  and  ruin,  whex 
have  been  fairly  dealt  with.  The  upright  and  affedlionate  ad- 
monilber  though  not  fuccefsful,  may  have  eafe  in  his  mind. 
The  more  that  truth  is  refilled,  the  more  earned:  fupport  it  re¬ 
quires.  They  who  would  rather  peri fh  as  be  faved,  mud  Hand 
to  their  own  harm.  Inveterate  prejudice  will  prevail  even 
over  demendration.  Juft  indignation  may  be  mixed  with  grief. 
Impenitent  unbelievers  are  their  own  murderers.  No  perfon 
fhould  have  countenance  to  live  in  idlenefs,  even  upon  a  reli¬ 
gion  pretext.  By  defpifing  the  pleafures,  profits,  and  honours 
of  this  world,  we  give  mankind  the  molt  convincing  proof  that 
we  believe  Chriftianity  to  be  true,  upon  fuch  ftrong  evidences. 
To  demand  hires  for  le&ures,  was  held  by  certain  heathen  fedts> 
as  fordid  and  unphilofophical. 
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Jins.  Then  fpake  the  (/)  Lord  and  bead  of  bis  church 
to  Paul  in  the  night  by  a  ( g )  moji  certain  vifion,  Be  not 
afraid  from  (h)  perfonal  infirmities  that  you  Jhall  want  fuc- 
cefs,  or  that  this  people  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  hinder 
you ,  but  continue  to  fpeak  boldly  as  you  have  begun ,  and 
hold  not  thy  peace  from  high  J'ahation  fubjefts:  for  I 
am  with  thee  for  protection  and{i)  all-fujjicient  aids ,  and 
will  take  care  that  no  man  {hall  fet  on  thee  to  hurt 
thee  ;  for  I  have  much  4  well  difpofed  people  fj)  to  hear , 
even  in  this  large  ^  rich ,  and  luxurious  city  upon  the  whole. 
And  he,  by  this  encouragement  of  his  divine  mafler,  conti¬ 
nued -there  no  lefs  than  a  year  and  fix  months,  moji 
faithfully  teaching  the  (k)  good  word  of  God  among 
them. 

SECT.  LXXXYI.  FROM  VERSE  XII. 

AND  when(/2)  Gallio  was  the  deputy  (b)  proconful 
of  (r)  Achaia,  the  unbelieving  (d)  Jews  made  infurrec- 
tion  with  one  accord  againft  Paul  who  drew  away  fo 
many  of  their  people ,  and  united  them  in  one  body  to  Gentile 
converts^  and  brought  him  to  the  judgement-feat,  fay- 

i.  14,  (/)  See  Adis  ii.  36.  (^)  Either  real  appearance,  6r  by 

nffedting  his  mind,  fee  Mat.  xvii.  9  Adis  1.  3,  17.  ( h )  See  1  Cor. 
ii  3.  tfa.  lxii.  <.  (/)  Comp.  Match,  xxviii.  20.  Adis  vii  9.  x.  38. 

(j)  See  chap.  xiii.  48.  John  X  1  6,  *6.  (*i)  Comp,  chap  xiii.  46. 

XV!.  32. 

(<?)  The  brother  of  Seneca  the  pliilofopher,  who  dedicated  to  him 
the  book  of  a  happy  life.  He  was  a  prudent  man,  and  of  a  mild 
temper.  {£)  One  who  adminiftered  the  confolar  powers  in  pro¬ 
vinces,  fubjed  to  the  Romans,  chap,  xiii.  7.  (c)  Part  of  Greece, 

and  whereinCorinth  was  the  chief  city,  (d)  See  verfe  6.  1  Cor.  i.  5,  7. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Men  mud  be  difpofed  to  truth,  who  can  hear  it  with  ad¬ 
vantage.  Stubborn  oppofition  mutt  not  always  Itay  the  Lord's 
people  from  working.  The  malice  of  a  few,  ought  not  to  liurf 
the  health  of  many,  in  the  word  of  places,  there  may  be  num¬ 
bers  difpofed  to  life  everlading.  Our  wills  ought  always  cheer¬ 
fully  to  be  funk  into  the  known  will  of  God.  Chrid  is  fufH- 
cient  for  every  difficult  cafe,  2  Cor  xii  9,  To  have  much 
people  for  him  in  return,  is  fignal  honour 
B  b  2 


ACTS  OF  THE 


I96 


Chap.  XVIII. 


ing,  with  much  furious  clamour ,  This  wicked  (e)  fellow 
perfuadeth  numbers  of  our  men  to  worfhip  God,  by  the 
direction  of  one  Jefus  Chrifl,  contrary  to  the  divine  law 
of  Mofes.  And  when  Paul  was  now  about  to  open 
his  mouth  in  anfwer  to  the  charge  brought  againjl  him , 
Gallio  would  not  give  them  the  trouble  of  making  an  apology, 
but  faid  unto  his  accufers  the  Jews :  If  it  were  a  matter 
of  wrong  (/)  to  any  of  you  which  the  civil  Jlatules  of  the 
empire  forbids ,  or  wicked  deliberate  (g)  lewd  nefs  of  evil 
to  the  Jiate,  O  ye  Jews  !  reafon  and  the  obligations  of  my 
office  would  have  required  that  I  fhould  bear  patiently 
with  you  who  accufe  with  fo  much  eager nefs  in  order  to 
attend  and  give  fcntence:  *  but  if  it  be  a  mere  controverfial 
queftion  ( h j  of  words,  and  names  (/)  peculiar  to  your - 


( e )  Rather  this  man,  tb«  charge  being  quite  a  legal  one  Lord 
Hailes*  Difquifitions  upon  this  pafLge  in  particular,  worthy  to  be 
confidered.  (f )  Or  injury  in  general.  (^)  Vile  crafty  villany, 
comp.  chap.  xrii.  ic.  More  properly  mifthievoufaeft.  In  old 
Englifli,  this  had  the  fame  meaning  with  lewdnefs.  Wi~khffs  worflt 
trtffpafs.  Firdiil,  evil  deiie  fee  Afts  xvii  5.  It  comes  11  rare (l  to 
gracelefs,  riotous,  knavilh  trick,  or  truk  of  knavery.  Difo.  (h)  A, 
matter  of  deputation,  or  1'peculative  controverfy.  G-blio  appears 
to  have  had  no  knowledge  of  Chriftianity,  and  therefore  the  com¬ 
mon  cenfure  againft  him  ought  to  be  moderated.  (/)  >uch  as 
the  force  of  circumctlion,  and  the  l'cnfe  of  ancient  prophefy. 


REFLECTIONS. 

»  The  civil  magiftrate  has  nothing  to  do  in  matters  of  faith 
and  confcience.  They  ought  however,  to  encourage  thofe  by- 
protection,  who  are  moll  wifely  and  religioufly  difpofed.  To 
give  authority  to  falfehood  istenible  j  among  fetts  and  parties 
no  violence  ihouM  be  allowed.  Truth  left  to  itlelf  is  great, 
and  will  triumph  in  the  end.  Novation  has  been  a  common 
charge  againft  l'oine  of  the  beft  worfhippers  of  the  Almighty. 
Would  to  God  that  all  princes,  judges  and  magiftrates  had  al¬ 
ways  been  of  Gallio’s  mind.  A  people  ever  bufy,  and  full  of 
pontention,  feldom  meet  wdth  regard  fiom  their  fuperiors.  The 
jnutinous  and  feditious  temper,  is  apt  to  inflam®  by  oppofition. 
From  politic  reafons,  popular  outrages  are  fometimes  over¬ 
looked.  By  fupprefling  a  riling  fpirit  of  perfecution,  Gallio 
became  an  inrtiument  of  providence  for  eftablilhing  the  Chrif- 
j.ian  cfrurch  at  Corinth.  The  error  of  the  Jews  in  accufing 
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fclves ,  and  of  rites  which  concern  your  law,  look  ye, 
with  my  entire  leave ,  to  difpute  it  privately,  as  becometh; 
for  I  will  be  no  judge  between  you  of  fuch  indifferent 
matters  to  external  peace  and  policy .  And,  with  figns  of 
obvious  difpleafure ,  he  drave  them  away  from  the  judge¬ 
ment-feat.  Then  all  the  Greeks,  who  occafionally  had 
heard  Paul  preach  and  were  nigh  to  the  Roman  proconful , 
took  (/)  Softhenes,  the  chief  ruler  of  the  fynagogue 
Jince  Crifpus*  (k) converfwn ,  and  beat  him  who  had  already 
met  with  fuch  contempt ,  even  before  the  judgement-feat : 
and  b  Gallio  cared  for  none  of  thefe  things  relative  to 
the  riot  and  battery  which  he  knew  were  cujtomary  (/ )  and 
did  not  much ,  if  at  all ,  affed  the  public  eafe, 

SECT.  LXXXVII.  FROM  VERSE  XVIII. 

AND  Paul,  after  this  tumultuous  oppoftion ,  tarried 
there  yet  a  good  while  increafing  and  confirming  the 
Corinthian  church ,  and  then  took  his  (a)  leave  of  the 
Chrijtian  brethren  with  whom  he  had  made  fo  long  and 
comfortable  an  abode;  and  failed  thence  on  his  way  to - 
wards  ferufalem  into  Syria,  and  with  him  his  two  inti - 
7 nate  friends  (b)  Prifcilla  and  her  bufband  Aquila;  he,  but 
a  late  convert  from  Judaffm,  having  (horn  the  hair  from 
c^fhis  head  in  Cenchrea(r),  thefea-port  of  Corinth  upon 

(  /)  Some  think  he  was  foon  after  this  converted,  1  Cor.  i.  1. 
(i)  Comp,  verfc  8.  x:ii  15  Or  he  might  rule  another  fynagogue. 
(/)  It  is  thought  thac  fome  little  time  before  this,  when  Timothy 
and  Silas  cam;  to  Paul,  he  wrote  his  fini  epiftle  to  the  fheflaloni- 
ans,  and  no  w  his  fecond. 

(<2}  With  orders  and  admonitions,  Greek,  comp.  Mark  vi,  46. 
Luke  ix  61.  (^)  (iy  gifts,  or  otherwife,  ihe  might  be  eminently 

diltinguifhed,  fee  verl'e  ii.  3  Rom.  xvi.  3.  2  Tim.  iv.  19.  (tr)  And 
towards  the  jEgean  fca.  Lechea  was  another  port  to  the  other 

REFLECTIONS. 

Paul  at  this  tribunal  was  egregeous  as  leaving  a  Heathen  ma- 
giftrate  to  determine  the  manner  of  worlhipping  God  :  fo  apt 
are  zealots  to  overlook  confequences.  Lord  Hailes.  b  Prudence 
and  moderation  are  truly  amiable.  With  religious  freedom 
permitted,  the  gofpel  would  be  received  univerfally. 
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iheeajl:  for  he  had  made  {d)  a  vow  to  that  effett.  And 
he-3,  the  apojile,  came  to  the  noble  city  of  Fphefus,  belong¬ 
ing  to  sifia  Minor  in  Ionia,  and  left  them  who  had  ac¬ 
companied  him  there:  but  he  him fel f  previous  to  this,  en¬ 
tered  into  the  fynagogue,  and,  as  his  ujual  method  was, 
reafoned  b  with  the  Jews  of  that  place  out  of  the  ancient 
feripture  prophecies.  When  they  (e)  whofe  minds  were 
openeji  to  conviction  defiled  him  earnejily  to  tarry  longer 
time  -with  them  if  pojfwle,  lie  confented  not  then ;  but 
bade  them  for  the  prefent  an  affectionate  (  /")  farewell ; 
faying,  Intuit  by  all  means  keep  this  foLmn  (g)  religi¬ 
ous  feadi  that  cometh  in  the  much  frequented  city  of  Je- 
rulalem  for  my  dear  Lord's  intere/t:  but  he  ye  fure  cf 
this,  that  I  will  return  again  Us)  unto  you  whom  I  have 
found  fo  well  difpofed,  if  God c  will  be  pleajed  to  favour  me . 
And  he  accordingly  failed  from  Ephelus.  And  when 
he  had  landed  at  the  port  of  ( i )  Cefarea  upon  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  fea,  and  gone  up  to  (j)  jerufalem  from  thence , 
and  tenderly  faluted  the  Chrijtian  churcii  there ,  he 

lea,  r>n  the  weft  fide.  He  was  now  on  his  way,  where  ihe  greateft 
number  of  Jews  were,  comp,  i  Cor.  ii  ac .  xxi  23  (c)  No 

uncommon  thing  then  with  travellers, even  in  a  civil  way.  He  lcems 
to  have  made  it  upon  fome  remarkable  deliverance  tro.'n  his  ene¬ 
mies.  It  could  only  he  fulfilled  in  the  land  of  Juooi.  Reland. 
(ejr  Underflood  by  fome,  of  iquila  and  Prif  ill*  (/)  bee  verfe 
1  b.  (^)  That  of  Pentecoft,  at  the  end  of  the  harv  .-i:,  chap.  xr. 
16  Not  from  confcience,  but  fome  defign  of  greater  nfcfalnefs, 
comp.  Rom  xiv  5.  Gal.  iv.  ic,  J  1  ( h )  do  he  did,  chap.  xtx.  1. 

(/)  Jomp.  chap.  viii.  40  1.  1.  (/)  Comp.  John  vii.  8,  ic.  xii.  2c. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  It  may  be  prudent,  in  many  cafes,  to  give  place  to  furious 
rage.  For  preventing  offence,  as  much  as  polfihle,  we  ought 
to  frame  ourfelves  to  all  men  s  willies.  home  are  fo  wedded 
to  fuperftition,  as  to  require  much  lime  and  pains  both  for 
plucking  them  from  it  by  better  views.  Certain  things  may 
not  be  evil  in  themfclvcs,  unlefs  fruited  to  with  confidence. 
h  Faithful  mini  Iters  lofe  as  little  time,  and  as  few  good  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  be  ufeful  as  they  can.  Happy  they  who  have 
health  and  fpirit,  to  go  through  great  pious  labours.  Jt  is  pru¬ 
dent  to  water  or  renew  inflru£tion,  to  cherifh  the  divine  life. 
c  Ail  human  purpofes  and  engagements  ought  to  be  pioufly 
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went  down foon after  to  (£)  Antioch  the  celebrated capb 
lal  of  Syria,  And  after  he  had  fpent  fome  time  diii*. 
gently  there,  he  departed  alfo from  (/  )  this  very  jiourijh- 
ing  church ,  and  went  regularly  over  all  the  country  of 
Galatia  (ni)  where  he  bad  been  before ,  and  Phrygia,  nigh 
to  this ,  in  proper  order,  ftrengthentng41  every  where  tim 
faiths  piety ,  and  virtue  (n)  of  all  the  upright  diiciples  to 
•Jefus. 

SECT.  LXXXVIII.  FROM  VERSE  XXIV. 

AND  while  thus  employed  in  tbofe parts,  a  certain  Jew 
named  (a)  Apollos,  born  at  ( b )  Alexandria,  an  eminent 
city  of  Egypt,  an  a  eloquent  man  upon  all  fuhjefts ,  and 
mightyin  x.h.c{c)knowledgeand  application  of  Old  T ejiament 
fcriptures,  came  to  Ephefus.  This  man  was  partly  in- 
ftructed  in  the  way  (//)  of  faith  and  duty  taught  by  the 
Lord;  and  being  (e)  fervent  in  thefpirit  for  promoting 

(f)  See  chap.  xi.  19  Jerufalem  by  nearer  to  Cefarea,  and  there¬ 
fore  could  not  well  be  patted.  (/)  Comp,  chap  xi.  26.  xv.  35”. 
(m)  Chap  xvr.  6.  comp.  1  Cor.  iv.  15.  (n)  Comp.  Afts  xiv  21* 

[a)  See  1  Cor.  i.  12.  iii  6.  Some,  the  fame  as  Apella,  R.ottu 
xvi.  10.  ( b )  Built  by  Alexander  of  Macedon,  and  in  which  were 

many  Jews.  At  this  very  time  the  renowned  Philo  was  one, 
comp.  chap.  iv.  38.  (r)  Comp.  chap.  vii.  22.  ( d )  Comp.  Mat, 

xxii.  16  A<fts  ix.  2  xiii.  10.  He  had  as  yet  but  the  elements, 
fee  Luke  i.  4  Matth  xxviii.  19,  See.  (;)  See  Rom.  xii.  11. 

REFLECTIONS. 

qualified,  1  Cor.  iv.  19.  James  iv.  1 d  A  flock  win  to  Chrift, 
is  entitled  to  our  very  beft  care. 

a  To  be  quick  of  apprehenfion,  warm  and  pleafantly  perfua- 
five,  is  a  great  gift  of  heaven,  and  peculiarly  well  adapted  to 
facred  matters.  To  cite  and  prove  from  feripture  readily,  is  a 
high  commendation,  2  Tim.  iii.  15,  &c.  He  is  the  molt  pa¬ 
thetic  and  eloquent,  whofe  mouth  is  fecretary  to  his  heart. 
They  who  have  learned  the  rudiments  of  the  gofpel,  and  arc 
defirous  of  farther  progrefs,  demand  our  beft  attention.  We 
mult  be  glad  to  learn  of  any  man  things  belonging  to  l'.ilvation. 
They  who  are  zealous  to  do  good,  fliould  have  all  proper  af- 
filtance  and  recommendation.  The  Holy  Gholl  ever  waits 
upon  piou9  earned  endeavours.  Humility  doth  belt  adorn  the- 


£66  ACTS  OF  THE  Chap.  XVIIL 

his  glorious  knowledge ,  he  fpake  and  taught  diligently 
out  of  the  ancient  prophets,  the  things  of  the  Lord  Mef- 
fiah ,  knowing  only  (/)  as  yet  \fuch  doflrines  as  were  {g) 
preparatory  to  the  baptifm  of  Johq.  And,  fo  far  as  he 
underflood  himfelf \  he  began  to  fpeak  boldly  (h)  for  an 
immediate  approaching  Mcffiah ,  and  the  great  need  there 
•was  of  genuine  national  repentance ,  in  the  fynagoguc  of 
Ephefian  Jews:  whom  when  (/)  Aquila  and  Prifcilla 
had  heard  difeourfing ,  they  took  him  unto  them  for 
their guejl,  and  c  expounded  unto  him  the  way  of  God 
much  more  perfectly  and  diflindlly .  And,  foon  after , 
when  he  was  (j)  difpofed  to  pafs  into  the  country  of 
Achaia  where  Corinth  was ,  the  Chriflian  brethren  of 
Ephefus  wrote  by  him,  exhorting  the  difciples  belonging 
to  that  important  region,  to  receive  him  in  true  love  with 
fuitable  kind  offices  •  who,  when  he  was  come  thither  d, 
helped  them  much,  both  in  difeourfe  and  good  praftice, 
which  before  that ,  by  the  pious  (£)  labours  of  his  apojtle 
Paul  had  believed  the  Lord  Jefus  ( l )  through  efficacious 

(f)  He  mull  therefore  comparatively  have  been  a  ftranger  to  Chrift’f 
perfon,  offices  and  benefits,  (^)  Comp.  Mat.  iii.  2,  11,  12.  Mat. 
ixi.  2£.  (A)  Comp.  chap.  iv.  31.  Ix.  27.  (/)  See  verfe  2,  3. 

(j)  Perhaps  from  a  ftrong  motion  of  the  fpirit.  (i)  Comp,  verfe 
iv.  7,  8,  ii.-  1  Lor.  iii.  6.  (/)  See  verfe  24,  25.  1  Cor  iv.  10. 

REFLECTIONS. 

happieft  minifleriaf  talents-  b>Men  as  they  have  ability,  ought 
not  to  be  reprehended  for  a  modeft  communication  of  what 
they  know.  A  preparation  of  heart,  is  abfolutely  needful  to 
receive  Chrift  c  Mechanics,  though  private  perfons,  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  church  office,  may  teach  at  times  people  of  far  fuperior 
abilities  naturally.  To  prohibit  them  to  read  the  feriptures  is 
highly  criminal.  Let  amiable  examples  of  diligence  and  mo- 
tlefty,  be  clofe  imitated  ;  and  let  none,  however  eloquent  and 
learned,  be  alhamed  to  improve.  d  In  all,  without  exception, 
there  is  room  to  incTeafe  faith,  knowledge  and  goodnefs.  They 
who  are  Well  armed  with  the  feriptures,  are  belt  able  to  put 
enemies  to  filence.  Young  converts  are  mod  in  danger  frorri 
infidels.  Differences  of  gifts  fhould  make  no  breach,  comp. 

1  Cor  iii.  4,  8,  21,  22.  iv  6.  It  is  prudent  to  take  recommen¬ 
datory  letters,  as  well  as  juft  to  grant  them.  The  glory  of  all 
gifts,  graces  and  fuccefs  is  due  to  God- 
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grace.  For,  intenfely  applying  his  ftrong  reafofi  and  elo - 
qucncc ,  he  mightily  convinced  (m)  the  unbelieving  Jews 
bf  their  errors ,  and  that  publicly,  all  had  leave  to 

objeft  or  be  benefited,  {lie  wing  by 'the  clear  eft  Old  Tefta - 
nievt  feriptures  that  Jefus  whom  their  unhappy  kinfmen 
had  put  to  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death ,  was  the  (n) 
Lord*s  Chrift. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

SECT.  LXXXIX.  FROM  VERSE  t. 

AN  D  it  came  1 6  paft,  that,  while  ApoIIos  was  at 
Corinth,  diligently  watering  what  Paul  had  plant - 
td  there ,  Paul  him/ elf,  having  palled  through  the  upper 
(a)  coasts  of  Afta  (ft)  Minor ,  upon  the  Mediterranean  fea+ 
came,  as  he  had  (c  <  promt  fed  to  Ephefus  :  and,  finding 
there  certain  Chrftian  difciples  from  Judaifm ,  he  faid 
tin  to  them,  Have  ye  received  the  ( d)  miraculous  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  lince  ye  believed  (e)  the  gofpel ?  And 
they  faid  unto  him,  We  have  not  fo  much  as  heard 
whether  there  be  any  (f)  fuch  plentiful  effufton  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  to  be  communicated  as  you  now  (peak  of.  And 
he  find  with  fofne  furprife  unto  them.  Unto  what  (?)bc~ 
lief  then  were  ye  baptized?  And  they  faid,  Unto 
John’s  ( h )  baptifm  and  dodlrine.  Then  faid  Paul,  John 
verily  baptized  with  the  (i)  baptifm  of ftrid  obligation 

Adb  ii,  23.  xiii.  43  (w)  Or  powerfully  out-argued  them,  comp* 

Matth.  xxiii.  ic.  (»)  Or  anointed,  fee  chap  xvii  3  xviii.  5.  From 
tl*e  above  character  of  Apollns,  he  is  conjedlured  by  fonje  to  be 
the  author  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  ;  fo  replete  with  elo¬ 
quence,  fervour  of  fpirit,  frequent  allegations  from,  and  accommo¬ 
dations  to  the  Old  Teftament. 

(«)  Or  dillriftfi.  (b)  See  (hap.  xviii.  23.  (r)  Comp  chap. 

Jtviii.  19,  21.  (d)  See  vtrfe  6  1  Cor.  xii.  John  vii  39.  (?)  At 

(hat  time  thev  were  often  communicated,  chap.  ii.  3S.  viii.  17* 
i  44,  ic.  ( f)  They  had  been  baptized  of  John,  and  foon  after 
Lit  Judea.  (  p)  Or  dodfrine.  (16)  So  chap,  xviiu  25.  This  waS 
only  the  gofpel  ludimente,  as  if  were.  Yet  was  it,  in  tff  dt,  bap¬ 
tifm  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  whom  he  foretold*  (1)  be* 
Cc 
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to  repentance ;  faying  unto  the  people  whom  he  did  thus 
initiate ,  That  they  fhould  thereby  alfo  bind  themfelves  to 
believe  on  him  which  fhould  come  veryfoon  after  him, 
that  is,  on  (j )  Chrift  Jefus  his  great  fuperior.  When 
they  heard  this  and  the  evidence  thereof  propounded  to 
them  at  large,  they  were forthwith  joyfully  baptized  (£) 
anew  in  the  name  of  that  heavenly  ?nader,  the  blcjfed 
Lord  Jefus a.  And  when  Paul  laid  his  hands  upon 
them,  and  fupplicated  Almighty  God  in  their  behalf,  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  in  an  abundant  manner ,  came  on  them  ; 
and  they  fpake,  by  this  means ,  with  various  (/)  tongues 
■ which  they  had  never  before  learned ,  and  prophefied  (/«) 
by  praife  and  publication  of  divine  truth.  And  all  the  men 
thus  fignally  honoured  were  about  twelve  in  number . 
And  he  from  thence  went  into  the  facred  Jewifh  fyna- 
gogue,  as  his  cujlom  was  elfewhere ,  and  fpake  («)  boldly 
at  their  feveral  meetings,  for  the  fpace  of  three  months, 
difputing  with  much  prejudiced  adverfaries,  and  per- 
fuading,  by  clofe  affeftionate  application,  the  more  ingenuous 
of  the  great  and  glorious  things  concerning  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  under  Prince  MeJJiah.  But  when  divers 
of  the  Jews  were  hardened  (o)bv  expectations  of  a  tempo¬ 
ral  deliverer,  and  believed  not  what  was  infinitely  more 
momentous ,  but  rather  fpake  much  malicious  evil  of  that 
moft  merciful  way  (/>)  before  the  weak  and  fickle  multi¬ 
tude  b,  he  departed  from  them  as  hopelefs,  and  alfo  fe- 

Mark  j.  4  Lukeiit.  3.  ( /)  Comr.  Mar.  iii.  11.  John  i.  2 6,  27, 

29,  *4,  36.  Afts  iii.  21.  (j)  So  Aftsii.  38,  4-.  (/)  Or  languages, 
fee  chap.  ii.  4.  x.  44.  46  (w)  Comp.  Afts  it.  n.  x.  46.  Peihaps 

too  they  foretold  things  future,  Luke  ii.  57.  (r)  See  chap.  xviiL 

27.  (<?)  Comp.  Afts  vii.  5  1.  Pfal.  icv.  7.  (/>)  See  chap,  xviib 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  In  baptifm,  nothing  fliould  be  added  or  taken  away  front 
the  original  irftitution.  The  name  of  Chrift  comprehends  his 
million  from  the  Father ,  and  witnefs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ■  This 
refpe#s  the  gofpel  at  large  and  not  a  private  fe£b  The  doc¬ 
trine  of  John  did  only  prepare  for  what  v'as  better.  Vifible 
tokens  exprefs  inward  grace.  b  They  are  not  to  be  held  as 
apoftates,  who  onlv  depart  from  error.  The  ungrateful  and 
malicious  together  ihew  themfelves  unworthy  to  be  dealt  with. 
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parated  the  difciples  thence ,  who  had  been  in  ufe  to  meet 
at  fynagogue  worfhip  along  with  the  Jews ,  difpiiting  daily 
through  the  week ,  from  zeal  and  faithful  regard  to  office , 
in  the  public  fchool  of  one  Tyrannus,  an  eminent  fophijl , 
wbofe  prof effion  did  call  upon  others  to  oppofe  him  if  they 
would.  And  this  continued  at  Ephefus  by  the  fpace 
of  no  lefs  than  two  years,  to  accommodate  fuch  a  large  and 
greatly  frequented  city  by  Jlrangers  ;  fo  that  all  they  which 
dwelt  in  the  region  of  Alia  Minor ,  by  this  apoflolical  dili¬ 
gence  ^  heard  the  gofpcl  word  of  the  Lord  Jelus,  both 
Jews  and  ( q )  Greeks.  And  God  wrought  fpecial  af- 
feding  (r)  miracles  by  the  hands  of  Paul,  to  convince 
gainfayers ;  fo  that,  bejides  curing  thofe  who  came ,  from 
the  fkin  of  his  body  were  c  brought  unto  the  diftant  con¬ 
fined  fick  ( s )  handkerchiefs  or  aprons,  and  thefe  being 
applied^  the,  moft  inveterate  difeafes  departed  (j)fuddenly 
from  them,  and  the  evil  (u)  fpirits  themfelves  went,  in 
the  fame  certain  and  fudden  manner  out  of  them. 

SECT.  XC.  FROM  VERSE  XIII. 

THEN  while  he  abode  there)  certain  of  the  vaga¬ 
bond  wandering  Jews,  who  affeded  the  name  of  exorcilts, 
from  the  power  which  they  would  be  underflood  to  have  over 
demons  (a)  took  upon  them,  for  their  own  fccular  ends , 
to  call  over  them  which  had  evil  fpirits  %  in  imitation 

25,  26.  xxii.  4.  (y)  Thofe  belonging  to  the  people  of  God,  and 

aliens,  or  Heathens,  chap.  xiv.  1.  (r)  See  Mark  xvi.  2c.  xiv. 

3.  (/)  Both  words  taken  from  the  Roman  language,  which  was 

now  very  much  ufed,  chap,  xviii.  3.  comp.  Luke  xix.  2c.  John  xi. 
44.  (t)  Comp.  ch.  v.  15  John  xiv.  iz.  («)  See  Mark  xvi.  17.  Luke 
x.  .9. 

(a)  The  fame  word  as  in  Luke  i.  1.  ;  endeavoured.  Perhaps 
at  ririt,  they  were  permitted  to  do  this  with  fuccefs,  fee  Matth.  xii. 
27.  Several  of  the  Jews,  at  this  age,  pretended  to  fuch  power, 

REFLECTIONS. 

It  is  prudent  to  prevent  hinderance  to  divine  teaching  and  faith. 
To  fecede,  therefore,  may  become  an  eflential  duty.  c  Any 
thing  will  do  in  the  hand  of  God. 

a  The  power  of  working  miracles  demon  ftrates  great  confi 
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Chap.  XIX, 


of  theaprflle>  the  name  of7  the  Lord  Jefus.  faying  (b)> 
We*adjure  you  io  (hpari  Jence ,  by  that  powerful  Jcfus 
whom  Paul  preacheth.  And  there  were  no  lefs  than 
feven  fons  of  one  Scevu,  a  Jew,  and  among  the  chief 
kind  of  the  (7)  pried s,  which  did  fo  attempt  as  others 
had  done.  And  the  perfon  who  was  pcffcffcd  of  the  evil 
fpirit  boldly  anl'wered  and  faid,  upon  hearing  the  adju¬ 
ration  (rf)  as  above  :  Jcfus  1  know  from  fad  experience 
to  have  fuch  a  right ,  and  bis  fervant  Paul  I  alfo  know  to. 
be  endowed  with  the  like  miraculous  authority  aganjl  us  ; 
but  who  are  ye  (<?)  that  dare  prefume  to  ad  as  ibey  do  ? 
And  the  man  in  whom  the  evil  fpirit  was  leaped  furi - 
Qufly  on  them,  and  overcame  them  ail  by  repeated  Jtripcs 
and  tearings ,  and  prevailed  againft  them  fo  far ,  that 
they  fled  before  him  out  of  that  houfe  (/ )  next  to  naked, 
and  feverely  wounded  in  their  bodies.  And  this  was 
foon  known  b  to  all  the  Jews  and  Greeks  ( g )  alfo 
dwelling  at  celebrated  Ephefus  j  and  folemn  reverential 
fear  fell  on  them  all  who  unde rftood and  rejlcded  upon  the 
dreadful  force  of  thofe  who  were  poffeffed  ;  and  the  facred 
name  ( h )  of  the  Lord  Jefus  their  obvious  Jupericr ,  was 
devoutly  (/')  magnified.  And  many  that  believed  the 
dodrine  of  Paul ,  came  to  him ,  and  peniientially  (j)  con- 
fefled  their  bypa/i  guilt ,  in  prefence  of  his  companions ,  and 
Ihewed  (k),  with  deep  remorfc ,  their  former  evil  deeds, 
IVlany  of  them  alfo  which  till  now  had  ufed  curious 
magic  arts  (/)  to  deceive  the  credulous  multitude  brought 


Jjfcph.  Ant  !.  viii.  c.  2.  (i)  Comp.  Mark  ix.  38.  Luke  ir.  49. 

( c )  See  M.itth.  ii.  4.  (d )  Verfe  13.  ( e )  We  pay  no  record  to 

your  attempts  ;  we  defpife  them.  (f )  From  want  of  good  in¬ 
tentions,  they  did  not  expel,  but  were  themlelves  expelled. 
(^)  See  verfe  1  c.  (f)  Put  for  hii  perfon,  as  in  iv.  12.  v  11. 
(/)  See  Luke  i.  46.  comp.  1  Sarr.  vii.  26.  (/)  Comp.  Mat  lif. 

(.  H  ( i )  Widely  different  this  from  private  auricular  conteflion. 
(/)  fhcl'c  did  abound  at  Ephclus.  Pint.  Hfych.  Cl.  Alex  Phil  ft . 
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dence  in  Jefus.  How  often  fince  has  that  worthy  name  been 
paade  ufe  of  for  filthy  lucre  !  6  The  word  of  God,  which  is 

for  falvarion  to  the  upright,  is  terrible  to  hypocrites  !  Truly 
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their  impious  books  together,  and  voluntarily  burned 
them  as  vain,  peflive ,  and  fhocking c,  before  all  men : 
and  they  counted  the  price  of  them  accurately,  and 
found  it  fifty  thoufand  pieces  of  current  lilver  (w)  for 
which  they  might  have  been  fold.  So  mightily  grew  the 
gofpel  word  of  God  in  its  effects,  and  (« )  prevailed  over 
(ill  oppofiim •“ 

SECT.  XCI.  FROM  VERSE  XXL 

AFTER  thefe  things  were  ended,  and  his  long  flay 
at  Ephefus  had  proved  fo.  very  fuccefsful ,  Paul  next  pur¬ 
posed  ( a)  in  the  fpirit,  when  he  palled  through  Mace¬ 
donia,  (b)  in  the  feveral  cities  of  which  were  many  con¬ 
verts,  and  ( c )  Achaia,  to  go a  to  the  {d)  mother,  church  at 

Here  Satan  was  made  life  of  to  deftroy  his  own  caufe  and  kingdom. 
Tlie  myfteries  and  inftitutions  of  chat  pretended  art;  their  words 
and  methods  of  incantation-  Such  things  mult  have  (truck  an  un- 
ufual  awe,  upon  all  that  heard  them.  (///)  Probably  Attic  Grecian 
drachms,  each  equal  to  a  Roman  penny  ;  whereof  eight  are  in  a 
crown.  In  whole  62  50  of  ihefe  lafl.  Tile  number  of  converts, 
as  well  as  their  (in.-emy,  mu1!  have  been  great,  comp,  Deur.  xxiii. 
it1.  (>1)  Comp.  A<5h  6  7.  xii.  24.  Some  think  that  in  this  city, 
and  at  this  time  Paul  wrote  his  epiltle  to  the  Galatians  ;  and  not 
long  after,  his  rirft  epiltle  to  the  Corinthians,  comp.  1  Cor.  xvi.  d, 
49,  v.  10  Atfn  xviii.  1  g  &c. 

(,/)  Or  in  his  mind  fo  J^hn  xiii.  2f.  Rom.  i.  9.  t  Cor.  ii.  n. 
(£)  See  chapters  xvi.  xvii.  (c)  Comp.  chap,  xviii.  12.  (J  )  See 

REFLECTIONS. 

^mazing  is  the  after  virtue  and  piety  of  real  converts.  c  Men 
ought  not  to  difpofe  for  fecular  gain,  what  they  have  reafon  to 
believe  would  corrupt  others.  An  inclination  and  endeavour 
fo  repair  injuries  to  truth  and  holinefs,  marks  the  genuine  na¬ 
ture  of  repentance.  Erroneous  zealots  burn  the  books  of  others 
or  vilify  them  to  a  great  degree,  while  they  magnify  their  own. 
The  fmeere  dileiples  of  Jcl  us  foon  come  to  be  diftinguiflied 
from  the  falle  !  1  he  world  is  not  to  be  accounted  of,  in  com- 
parifon  of  an  honourable  and  faithful  difeharge  of  duty.  The 
flame  of  love  and  zeal  confumes  lias,  however  cuftomary,  re¬ 
putable  or  gainful.  None  have  right  to  appear  in  the  chara&er 
of  Chrift's  lerv.mts,  who  do  not  cordially  believe  in  him. 

a  The  apoftle$  always  went  where  they  hoped  to  do  the 
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Jcrufilcm,  with  charities  which  he  had  collected  through 
Greece ,  faying,  After  l  have  been  there  feme  little  while , 
I  mull  alfo  fee  the  famous  city  of  (e)  Rome.  So  he 
fent  into  Macedonia  two  of  them  that  miniftered fpi - 
ritually  unto  him  by  their  joint  ajftjlance ,  as  his  forerun¬ 
ners ,  (/)  Timotheus  and  (#)  Kraftus  :  but  he  himfelf 
flayed  from  the  execution  of  his  above  purpofe,  in'  h)Ephefus 
pf  Alia  Minor  for  a  feafon.  And  the  fame  time  of  that 
abode ,  there  arofe  no  fmall  flir  among  the  people,  about 
that  way  (t)  of  doclnne  which  had  been  taught  by  him¬ 
felf  and  others.  For  a  certain  man  op  the  city ,  named 
Demetrius,  a  filver-fmith  by  trade ,  which  made  high 
polijbcd  lilvcr  (j)  Ihrincs  for  their  goddefs  ( k )  Diana, 
brought  no  finall  gain  unto  the  craftsmen  (/)  and 
thofe  employed  by  them;  whom  he  called  together,  with 
the  numerous  workmen  of  like  occupation,  to  add 
weight  to  his  intereft  and  to  exhibit  an  idea  of  general  fad 
dijlrcfs ,  and  faid.  Sirs,  ye  well  know  that  by  this  craft 
of  temple  and  image-makings  we  have  our  great  b  wealth  : 
moreover,  yc  lee  with  your  own  eyes ,  and  hear  much 

Rom.  xv.  2j,  26.  (i*)  Kow  the  head  and  miftrefs  of  the  world. 

His  view  in  this  was  tar  from  being  fecular,  Rom.  i  io,  <  l  xiii. 
I r, .  xv.  23.  Probably  that  had  been  revealed  to  him  Inun  above. 
The  edifl  for  banifliing  J.  ws  from  Rome,  die  I  with  Claudius. 
(  f)  (Jf  whom,  fee  chap.  xvj.  1.  xvii.  14,  1  < .  xviii,  ; (g)  the 
f’.iiie  probably  as  in  Rnm.  xvi.  23.  2  l  im  iv.  20  ( h )  Sr*  vrrfe 

30,  &>:.  from  heme  foni'*  have  thought  he  wrote  his  firfl  rpilUe 
ip  the  Corinthians.  Phe  fund  amen  mF  were  laid,  bur  proficieny 
was  to  be  made,  (/)  See  vcrfe,9  (  j )  Models  of  their  renowned 
temple,  and  images.  (^)  Reckoner  rbe  daughter  of  Jove  by 
Futuna,  filler  of  A  poll  and  patronnefs  of  hunting.  (/)  Comp, 

K  if  1  L  tCTIONS. 

prrntcfl  good.  They  knew  the  excellence  of  their  do£lrinef 
and  tiiat  it  would  hear  the  feverelt  examination.  b  Religion 
i:.  often  pretended  where  the  world  is  molt  at  heart !  An  ardent 
defire  of  good  fame,  is  only  to  be  gratified  by  virtuous  and  bene- 
fr'ent  aClions-  Krollrat us  burned  the  temple,  only  to  be  re¬ 
membered.  The  device  of  Demetrius,  though  witked,  was  well 
imagined.  1  he  fame  way  pricks  and  philosophers  hated 
Chrillianity,  as  being  fatal  to  their  craft.  They  eonfidered  re¬ 
ligion  as  a  mere  ilate  engine.  That  which  is  iu  poflcfiioii  al- 
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greater  accounts  fillip  that,  not  alone  at  Ephefus,  fo  re * 
nowned  hitherto  for  its  opulence  and  grandeur,  but  aimoft 
throughout  all  the  provinces  of  Afia  whither  our  pious 
•workmanfhip  has  been  fent  off  and  purchafcd ,  this  in¬ 
truder  Paul  hath  wrought  upon ,  perfuaded,  and  turned 
away  much  people  from  their  old  opinions ,  faying,  That 
they  be  Q  no  gods  at  all  for  worfhip,  which  are  made 
witn  (m)  human  hands :  fo  that  not  only  this  our 
( n )  craft  is  in  danger  to  be  fet  at  abfolute  nought ;  but 
alfo,  which  is  not  to  be  thought  of  without  horror ,  that  the 
long  and  ju/lly  admired  temple  ( o')  of  the  great  goddefs 
D  iana  fhould  be  defpifed,  and  her  whole  incomparable 
magnificence  of  honour  and  worfhip  fhould  be  for  ever 
deftroyed  !  even  fhe  whom  all  Afia  and,  by  their  means f 
d  the  world  itfelfas  one  may  fay  (/>),  worfhippeth.  And, 
when  they  heard  thefe  fayings  of  Demetrius ,  they  were 
full  of  burning  wrath,  and  cried  out  like  mad  men ,  fay¬ 
ing,  c  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians.  And  the 

chap.  ivi.  (tf.  ( m )  See  Pfalm  cxv.  4,  See  Jer.  t.  3,  See .  (»)  Greek, 
thing,  or  buiinefs,  as  in  2  Cor.  ix  7  Col.  ii.  16.  (0)  Ranked  at 

this  time,  among  the  feven  wonders  of  the  world  ;  and  which  then 
had  fubfilled  100  years.  PL  l.  36.  c.  xiv  Said  to  have  been  420 
feet  in  length  ;  breadth  220  ;  pillars  60  feet  high  ;  229  years  in 
building  ;  and  reared  at  the  erpence  of  .ill  Afta  Propria.  (/»)  She  was 
known  and  honoured  under  various  characters ;  as  the  goddefs  of 

REFLECTIONS. 

ways  appears  fafefl  to  politicians,  1  Cor.  xv.  72.  c  Few  peo¬ 
ple  confide!-  what  the  word  Cod  meaneth.  Their  fenfe  of  this 
high  matter,  is  folely  determined  by  cuftom  and  prejudice. 
What  the  love  of  gain  fets  on  foot,  fuperftition  is  fure  to  join. 
A  wife  man  ought  after  an  honed  manner,  to  feek  his  own  pro¬ 
fit  and  the  caufe  of  him  who  is  the  only  true  God.  d  The 
catholic  Teligion  then  was  idolatry.  Antiquity  and  univcrfality 
therefore  arc  not  invariable  figns  of  truth.  Where  many  are 
called  to  do  ill,  the  fault,  by  that  means,  is  not  fo  enfily  imputed 
to  one.  LaH.  There  can  be  n  >  incendiar^s,  or  favourers  of 
incendiaries  among  Chriftians.  c  Wr'to  is  the  chief  fupport 
of  error  ;  and  to  correft  error  is  too  often  underftood  as  a  great 
evil.  A  term  of  art  has  been  often  employed  bv  crafty  men. 
with  much  fuccefs  to  raife  disturbance  and  to  miflead  the  un¬ 
wary  :  A  practice  molt  difingenuous  !  Mobs  go  foon  and  clean 
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to-hole  city,  through  their  artful  management  and  in¬ 
fluence^  was  filled  with  (a)  confufion  of  numbers  and 
noife  together  :  and  having  jointly  caught  by  force  ( r)  Gai- 
us  of  Derbe,™d  Ariftarchus  of  Tbeffalonica, f  both  mert 
belonging  to  the  country  of  Macedonia,  Paul’s  clofe  com¬ 
panions  in  travel, and  hisfellow  labourers,  (s)thcy  rufhed 
with  one  accord,  for  the  more  effectual  deflroying  of  them, 
into  the  open  public  (i)  theatre.  And,  when  Paul 
would  have  entered  in  unto  the  enraged  people,  for 
defence  of  himfelf  and  friends ,  the  Chrijlian  difciples  of 
Ephefus s  fufTered  him  Pot  to  hazard fo  precious  a  life  a- 
mongfo  tumultuous  a  mob.  And  certain  of  the  chief 
both  for  Jlation  and  employment  of  Alia,  (/)  which  were 
his  friends  in  the  main ,  on  account  of  (hiring  literature  and 
•virtue  ,h  each ,  though  net  as  yet  fully  converted  font  their fer - 
vants  unto  him,  defiring  him  in  the  mo/l  earnefl  manner ± 
that  he  would  not  adventure  himfelf  into  the  theatre. 
Some  therefore  vehemently  cried  out  one  thing  and 
fome  another  :  for  the  afiembly  was  quite  con^ufed  ; 
and  the  more  part  by  much  knew  not  at  all  wherefore 
they  were  come  together, 5  being  folely  led  by  noife  and 

hunting,  travelling*  childbirth,  inchantments,  &c.  (7)  Comp; 

Afls  xxvi.  lfa.  xxxvi  3.  (r)  See  chap.  xx.  4  xxvii.  1.  Col  iv.  icj 

Phil.  xxiv.  (/)  2  Cor.  viii.  1 9.  Arts  x.  4  (r)  A  place  fitted  up 

REFLECTIONS* 

out  of  all  order,  being  of  fundry  minds  amotig  themfelves. 
Choofe  what  part  you  will,  another  will  be  offended  In  urging 
to  mifehief,  the  paffions  of  the  inconfiderate  are  not  allowed  to 
cool.  Laet.  f  The  zeal  of  the  heathens  may  rife  up  in  judge¬ 
ment  ngainft  the  negle&ors  of  true  divine  werfhip  s  Good 
advice  may  be  given,  and  ought  to  be  heard  from  thofe  of  much 
inferior  fpiritual  gifts.  The  apoilles  were  not  always  under 
the  immediate  leadings  of  a  divine  Spirit,  comp.  1  Cor.  xvi.  12. 
We  ought  not  to  be  more  zealous  in  the  fervice  of  our  Lord 
than  he  himfelf  hath  required.  A  warm  imagination,  and  fclf- 
confidence  are  not  apt  to  be  ffeadfaft.  h  Candour  and  mode¬ 
ration  are  calculated  to  foften.  *  To  the  rife  and  progrefsof 
affairs  mobs  are  entire  Grangers  The  fuperfiitious  fpiiit  of  a 
country  is  eafily  excited  and  rendered  violent ;  yea  licentious 
in  wickednefs.  Dion  B  flop  of  '/Hex.  To  flay  the  Chriftians, 
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the  example  of  others.  And  they  dfew  one  Alexander 
out  of  the  multitude,  whom  they  fufpe&ed  to  favour 
the  apoftlcs  :  the  malicious  Jews,  to  fpirit  up  the  rejl , 
putting  him  violently  (tf)  forward.  And  Alexander 
beckoned  (x)  with  the  hand,  to Jlill  the  rioife  if  pofftble  ; 
and  would  then  Have  made  his  defence  unto  the  peo¬ 
ple.  But,  when  they  knew  who  wen  rigbefe  unto  himy 
that  h  g  fit  rely  was  a  a: faff  tiled  Jew  lo  their  worfbip,  all 
the  heathen  idolaters ,  as  it  were  with  one  voice,  on  pur - 
pofe  to  confound  their  opponents  the  more. for  about  the  fpace 
of  two  hours,  cried  out  (z),  as  when  they  began  k,  Great 
is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians.  And  w  hen,  after  their  zeal 
and  their  breath  were  much  fpent ,  the  town-clcrk  (<2), 
who  was  vsrfant  in  the  laws ,  uisll  known ,  and  prudent ,  a} 
well  as  an  officiating  mag  ji  rate  y  had  fo  far  appeafed  the 
people  tis  to  make  them  defifl  from  bawling ,  he  fa  id,  on- 
pur  pofe  to  befriend  Paul  and  his  afficeiatrs ,  Ye  men  (Z>)  of 
Ephefus,  there  is  not  any  need  of  your  gathering  together  irt 
this  confufed  and  illegal -manner ;  f*r  what  man  of  us  all 
is  there  that  knoweth  not  how  that  the  illuftrious  city 
of  the  Ephefians  is  a  devoted  (c)  worfhipper  of  the 
great  goddefs  Diana,  and  of  the  beautiful  image  which 
our  tradition  affirms  fell  down  (d)  miraculoufly  from  the 
fupreme  deity  Jupiter.  Seeing  then  that  thefe  things 
fo  well  and  univerf ally  known  cannot  be  fpokeri  againft 
fuccefsfully  by  afiy  ffiew  Of  reafon,  ye  ought  to  be  injla  itly 
quiet  from  this  fo  dangerous  mobbing ,  and  to  do  nothing 

for  general  amufements,  (u)Afiati':  magifirate?,  who  prefixed  ovef 
their  folemn  rites  and  games.  (x)Some  *-hii  k  they  meant  no  harm  in 
this;  but  to  juft-fy  themfelves  by  an  able  fpe^kcr.irmibelng  charged 
of  holding  Lhriftian  principles  Others,  that  he  had  been  the  vio¬ 
lent  judaizing  CHriftian,  who  afterwards  -  fo  great  an  enemy 
to  Paul,  2  Tim.  iv.  14  (^)  As  in  Ads  >.ii  17.  xi;i.  16.  (?)  Verfc 
28.  (a)  Chancellor,  feribe,  or  fecretary.  (  Comp,  chap  xvii. 
22.  (c)  Greek,  fweeper,  temple  keeper,  or  guardian,  (cl )  Said 
the  priefts,  it  was  not,  could  not  be  made  by  human  hands. 
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feemed  to  fome  the  alone  acceptable  fcrvice,  ibid.  k  Mad  oh- 
ftinate  zeal  Units  its  ears,  and  will  hear  nothing  but  of  its  own 

Dd 
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now  or  afterwards  rnfhly.  For  ye  have  brought  hi¬ 
ther  thefe  men,  which,/or  any  thing  yet  made  manifeji , 
are  neither  robbers  of  ( e )  churches  where  indeed  they 
arc  not  feen ,  nor  witnejfed  (/)  blafphemers  of  your 
juflly  favoured  goddefs.  Wherefore  if  Demetrius, 
and  the  other  ^/W-craftfmen  which  are  with  him, 
have  a  matter  of  guilt  againft  any  man,  the  law  is  open 
(g)  to  the  injured  upon  proper  days ,  and  in  fuit able  places , 
and  there  are  (/j)  deputies  from  Rome;  let  them,  before 
fuch ,  after  a  legal  and  orderly  method ,  implead  one  ano¬ 
ther.  But  if  ye  inquire  any  thing  concerning  other 
high  matters,  like  thofe  of  religion ,  it  fhall  alfo  be  deter¬ 
mined  to  fatisfaftion ,  after  mature  council ,  and  by  the  pro¬ 
per  courts ,  in  a  lawful  held  affembly.  For  (/)  indeed 
we  all  at  prefent ,  take  my  word  on  it,  who  have  the  public 
intereft  much  at  heart ,  and  each  of  you  fingly,  are  in  no 
fmall  danger  to  be  called  in  queftion  and  found  liable  to 
punijhment ,  for  this  day’s  dijlurbance  of  the  peace  by  a 
tumultuary  uproar”1,  there  being  no  adequate  caufe 


(e)  Places  of  public  worfliip ;  the  fame  Greek  word  may  be 
rendered,  the  hnufe  of  the  Lord.  Hence  the  Scotch  word  Kirk. 
{/)  They  had  only  faid  of  images  allowed  to  be  made  with  hu. 
man  hands,  they  were  no  gods  verfe  26.  30  compared.  (*)  Comp. 
2  Cor.  vii.  1.  Exod.  rviii.  16.  22.  (/’)  Or  proconfuls,  ooe  in  every 
province,  chap.  xiii.  7.  (/')  Forfoftnefs  fake,  aod  putting  on  at  the 
fame  time  an  appearance  ot  great  fear.  It  was  capital  to  r«ife  a  riot. 
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follies.  1  In  certain  cafes,  an  ambiguity  of  phrafe  may  be  dc- 
fencible.  Threatening  at  times,  may  be  fitly  added  to  more 
gentle  arguments.  111  It  is  the  proper  bu fine fs  of  magiftrates, 
to  difeufs  caufes,  end  all  controversies,  and  punifh  malefa&ors. 
Neither  private  nor  public  matters,  ought  to  be  leditioully 
handled.  The  apoftles  were  as  careful  as  poflible  to  give  little 
offence  to  perfons  of  different  fentiments  and  religions  ;  and, 
with  all  their  zeal,  obferved  an  extraordinary  decorum  in  their 
words  and  behaviour.  It  is  much  to  the  honour  of  truth,  when 
her  friends  make  no  ufe  of  fcurrilous  language.  Magiftrates 
have  nothing  to  do  with  private  notions,  which  difturb  not  the 
ftate  Prudence  is  eftimable,  even  where  there  may  be  great 
(Fieri  of  principle.  How  blifsful  are  the  effects  of  true  Chiil- 
tianity,  Ifa.  ii.  20. 
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whereby  we  may  give  an  account  to  ourfuperiors ,  that 
will  fatisfy  of  this  noify  and  vexatious  concourfe.  And, 
when  he  had  thus  fpoken,  he  difmiii'ed  the  mobbijh  af- 
fembly  from  doing  any  further  mif chief. 


CHAP.  XX. 

SECT.  XCII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

AN  D  after  the  uproar  at  Ephefus  was  ceafed  Paul 
called  unto  him  the  Chrijlian  dil'ciples,  and  af¬ 
fectionately  ( a )  embraced  them,  after  fervent  prayer  for 
their  welfare ,  with  fait  able  advices  to  live  agreeable  to  their 
wife  belief  and  departed  for  to  go  into  ( b )  feveral  cities 
^“Macedonia,  where  there  were  converts  to  the  truth . 
And  when  he  had  gone  over  thofe  parts,  and  had 
given  them  much  earnejt  exhortation,  as  to  the  duties 
of  life  %  he  came  into  that  part  of  Greece  where  Corinth 
and  Athens  were ,  and  there  abode  three  months, 
jlrengthening  and  ejlablijhing  late  converts  in  pure  gofpel 
faith  and  pratlice :  and  when  the  malicious  unbelieving 
Jews  ( d )  laid  wait  for  him,  becaufe  he  drew  away  many 
from  their  fynagogues ,  as  he  was  about  to  let  fail  into 
Syria  on  his  courfe  to  Jerufalem,  he,  with  confent  of  the 
brethren ,  purpofed  rather  to  return  through  Macedo¬ 
nia,  whence  he  had  come ,  than  hazard  being  taken  by  the 
( e )  fnares  of  his  enemies .  And  there  accompanied  him 

(a)  After  the  manner  of  the  eaft,  Lake  vii.  45.  Rom.  xvi.  10. 
1  Cor.  xvi  2c,  (£)  Such  as  Philippi,  ThefTalnnica,  berea.  (?)  Se~ 
chap  xv.  33.  At  this  time  he  appears  to  have  wrote  the  fecond 
epilUe  to  the  Corinthians,  chap.  xii.  14.  xiii.  1.  Likewife,  about 
the  fame  time,  that  to  the  Romans,  chap.  xvi.  1,  z\. ;  and  firft 
cpiftle  to  Timothy,  Not  for  his  fake  alone,  but  alfo  the  Chriftinn 
church  at  Ephefus  (r/)  Comp,  chap.  ix.  24.  This  probably  did 
happen  at  Corinth,  A6U  xviii.  1 2.  xiv.  2,  5,  (?)  Thefe  were  natu- 

REFLECTIO  NS. 

2  To  impref9  the  mind  and  memory,  things  known  mufl  be  re¬ 
peated.  The  fuccefs  ofChriftiando£lrme,is  a  true  minilter’s  chief 
Dd  % 


acts  of  the  Chap.  XX”. 

into  Afia  Mirtor  (/),  Sopater  of  the  city  Berea  ;  and  of 
the  ( g )  Thcfliilonians  *\riflorchus  and  (/)  Secun- 
dus  ;  and  Gains  (j)  of  Derbe  in  Lycaonia ,  and  young  (k) 
Timotheus  ;  and  out  of  Ephefus  (l )  in  Afia  (m),  TychL 
cus  and  (yz)  Trophimus.  Thefe  ( o )  all ,  going;  before, 
tarried  for  us  (/>)  -ic/Atf  left  ■with  Paul,  at  the  city  (y\ 
Troas.  And  we  failed  away  from  (r)  Philippi  of  Ma¬ 
cedonia,  after  the  days  of  celebrating  the  Paffover  by  (j) 
unleavened  bread,  and  came  unto  them  who  had  for¬ 
merly  been  fent  off  to  (7)  Troas  in  five  days  ;  where  we 
abode  feven  days.  And  upon  the  firft  day  of  the 
week  (k)  commemorative  of  Chri/t's  refurreclion,  when 
the  difciples  (x)  who  religioujly  honoured  him ,  came  to¬ 
gether  ufual  to  break  (y)  bread  in  folcmn  remembrance 
of  his  awful  death,  Paul,  by  way  of  preparation  (z,  preach¬ 
ed  unto  them  the  holy  word  of  Godb,  ready  to  depart 
from  Troas  on  the  morrow ;  and,  having  begun  late \ 

rally  laid  in  the  ftraight  road.  (/)  For  Sofipater.  as  in  fome 
MSS.  Rom  xvi.  2 1.  (^)Seechap.  xvii.  i.  So*.  (/^)  See  chap, 
xix.  29.  xxvii.  2.  (/')  A  Ronton  nann*.  though  a  K  z.n  there. 
(j)  bee  chap  xiv.  6  10.  Prohahly  different  from  Gaiui,  in  1  Cor. 
i.  14.  (/£)  Very  eminent,  chap.  xvi.  1,  8;c.  xvii.  14,  So.:,  lee  1  Tim. 
i.  3.  (/)  So  one  ancietir  MS.  (w)  .ommanded,  Eph  vt  21. 

Col.  iv.  7.  («)  See  ch.ip.  xxi.  29.  2  Tim.  iv  20.  (0)  Some  think 

thefe  two  laft  going,  &c.  (/>)  t-u kc  in  particular,  who  continued 

with  him  to  Rome.  (7)  ch -p  xvi  8,  1 1.  (r)  Chap,  xvi,  1/,  &c. 

(/)  About  April.  An  occafion  he  would  certainly  then  improve, 
fee  chap,  xviii.  21  xx.  10.  (r)  Or  on  the  fifth  day,  comp,  verfe 

iv.  5.  j[«)  Therefore  called  Lord’s  day.  fee  M  t.  xxviii.  1.  1  Cor. 

xvi.  2.  Ever  after  obferved  by  Chriltians  religioufly  ;  and  in  par¬ 
ticular,  for  celebrating  the  1, uni’s  Supper,  (x)  Verfe  iv.  chap, 
xvi  8.  (^)  So  Syr.  and  Aiab.  fee  chap.  ii.  42,  46  1  Cor.  x  t6. 

A.uke  xxii  19.  1  Cor.  xi.  24,  26.  Ufnaily  then  performed  at  night. 
The  breaking  was  certainly  a  part  of  the  ceremony,  and  not  to  be 
omitted.  Whence  their  cakes  feem  to  have  been  thin.  (=)  Comp. 

REFLECTIONS. 

joy  and  glory.  P  With  the  fhortnefs  of  time,  fpiritual  dili¬ 
gence  ought  ever  to  inert  ale.  The  Lord’s  Supper  is,  or  ought 
to  be  a  common  pledge  of  Chriflian  union,  as  it  is  a  neceflary 
appointed  mean  of  edification.  Chrift’s  word,  and  not  our  private 
fentiments,  or  fallible  deductions  from  it,  ought  to  govern  us. 
“1'he  Lord’s  b upper  is  a  moft  folemn  and  appropriate  Chriftiai* 
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continued  his  fpeech  c  •with  great  earncfnefs  until  mid¬ 
night,  as  not  knowing  whether  he  Jhould  have  another  op¬ 
portunity.  And  there  were  many  candle  and  lamp-W ghts 
in  the  upper  (a)  leaf  frequented  chamber  d,  where  they 
were  gathered  together.  And  there  fat  in  a  window 
of  fome  depth ,  which  was  open  to  prevent  inmoderate  heat , 
a  certain  young  uncautious  man  named  ( b )  Eutychus, 
being e  fallen  through  lack  of fpiritual  attention  into  a  (r) 
deep  fleep:  and,  as  Paul  was  long  preaching,  he  funk 
down  with  fleep,  and  fell  down  from  the  third  loft 
in  height  to  the  ground ,  and  (d),  by  that  dreadful  accident , 
was  taken  up  to  every  appearance,  dead.  And  Paul, 
inoved  with  companion,  interrupted  his  difeourfe ,  went 
down  to  where  he  lay  without ,  and  fell  pn  him,  and, 
embracing,  fq  as  to  lift  him  up  from  the  pavement ,  faid. 
Trouble  npt  yourfelves  on  his  account  any  farther;  for  f 
be  affured  that  his  life  is  fill  in  him,  and  by  the  divine 
power  of  my  Lord ,  he  Jhall  be  inf  ant  ly  refored  to  perfect 
health  and  eafe.  When  he,  therefore,  after  that  confpi- 
cuous  miracle ,  was  come  up  again  to  the  room  where  he 
had  been  preaching ,  and  had  devoutly  broken  (e)  bread 
in  remembrance  of  Cbriffs  death ,  and  e^ten  with  the  other 

John  xiii.  31,  Sec.  Mark  xvi.  14.  (a)  vSee  chap.  i.  13  Reckoned 

by  Juvenal  the  meanelt  ( b )  Or  well  fortuned,  (c)  Certain  of 
the  fathers  have  aferibed  this,  in  part,  to  Satan,  whofe  pleafure  it 
would  be  to  dillurb  fuch  a  congregation,  (cl)  Comp.  1  Kings  xvii. 
21.  2  Kings  iv.  34.  (f)  Verfe  7. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a£l,  1  Thefl'.  ii.  xix.  20.  c  Temple  magnificence  is  not  requifite 
for  acceptable  divine  worfhip.  It  is  not  becoming  ferious  and 
important  fubjctls,  with  a  defire  to  perfuade  and  inltru£t  others 
to  be  overnice  in  the  choice  of  what  is  ornamental.  They 
who  regard  things  more  than  words,  will  exprefs  their  thoughts 
in  a  lively  ufeful  manner.  d  That  we  incur  not  cenfure,  or 
even  fufpicion,  all  prudent  precautions  are  to  be  taken.  It  is 
the  part  of  a  good  pallor,  every  where  to  refrefh  people’s  minds 
with  pure  Chrillian  dottrine ;  and  even  when  wifhed  for  to 
protradl  divine  exercife.  To  fulfer  under  guilt,  is  peculiarly 
grievous.  Slumbering  fleeping  worlhippers,  are  a  difgrace  to 
their  profefiion.  How  many  fuch  do  fpiritually  fall  to  rife  no 


2!4  acts  of  tiie  Chap.  XX, 

believers ,  and  5  talked  fuitably  (/)  to  fuel)  folemn  exereife, 
a  long  while  after ,  even  till  break  of  h  day  ;  fo,  tbefc 
things  being  over,  he  departed  (g) from  that  houfe  and  city 
cn  foot.  And  they  brought  the  young  man  within  the 
houfe  alive  and  whole ,  and  ( h )  were  not  a  little  com¬ 
forted  after  their  late  fore  trial  on  his  account . 

SECT.  XCIII.  FROM  VERSE  XIII. 

AND  we,  who  till  now  had  accompanied  Paul ,  went 
before  him  to  fhip,  and  failed  round  the  neighbouring 
promontory  unto  ( a )  Aflbs,  on  the fea  near  Troas ,  there 
intending  to  take  in  Paul ;  for  fo  had  he  appointed 
prior  to  our  feparation ,  minding  himfelf,  after  enjoying  a 
little  more  of  the  prefent  company,  to  go  thither  a  foot ;  and 
when  he  met  with  us  at  AlTos,  we  forthwith  took  him 
into  theveffel^nd  came  to  {b)y\.ytt{znz,the  chief  city  of  the 
ifland  Lejbus.  And  we  failed  thence,  and  came  the 
next  day  over  againft  the  country  of  (r)  Chios,  /y- 
ing  between  Lejbus  and  the  famous  ifland  of  (d)  Samos  ;  an 
the  next  day  again  we  arrived  at  bamos  itlelf,  and  tar¬ 
ried  at  the  Promontory  o/Trogy  Ilium  nigh  to  this ;  and  the 
next  day  afterwards  we  came  up  the  river  Meander  to 

(/)  From  the  Greek  word,  comes  homilies,  or  fermons.  (^)  See 
verl’e  13.  (A)  Lt  likewife  fecured  honour  and  faith  to  raul. 

(a)  Having  a  convenient  harbour,  and  called  likewife  Apollonia, 
PUn.  Of  Natolia  in  Ltfler  Afia,  fituated  on  a  bay  of  the  ./Egean 
fea,  twelve  milts  foutli  eaft  of  Troas.  ( b )  Birth  place  of  Pi.tachus, 
one  of  the  wife  men  of  Greece  ;  Alceus  the  noble  lyric  poet ;  and 
Sappho  the  poetefi  ( c )  An  ifland  of  the  Lefter  Afia,  icc  miles 
weft  of  Smyrna  ;  noted  for  wine.  ( d )  In  the  Archipelago,  30 

REFLECTIONS. 

more  !  s  Such  an  example  of  the  right  method  of  Chriftian 
inftru&ion,  ought  to  be  followed,  chap  xxiv.  26  lt  is  a  pain¬ 
ful  thing  for  a  loving  father,  to  part  with  molt  dear  children. 
Zeal  rifts  as  departure  draws  nigh  h  bee  above  We  fhould, 
like  apollles,  always  be  ready  to  proceed  from  excellent  dil- 
tourfes,  to  beneficent  actions.  Succeeding  joy,  upon  the  back 
of  great  dilTrefs,  rifes  to  rapture,  Pfal.  xxx.  1,  See. 
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the  celebrated  Ionian  city  of  (e)  Miletus,  For  Paul, 
(f)  under  whofe  direction  tbevejfal  was ,  had  determined 
from  motives  of  jufi  prudence  to  fail  by  Ephefus  the  capi¬ 
tal, ,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay ,  and  in  particular ,  becaufe 
he  would  not  fpend  the  fhort  time  he  had  to  fpare  in 
Alia  Minor  :  for  befides  detention  by  pious  believers  there , 
he  halted,  if  it  were  8  pofiible  for  him,  to  be  at  Jeru- 
falem  on  the  day  of  (g)  Pentecoftj  to  dijlribute  the  Chrif- 
tian  charily  with  more  advantage,  and  to  take  away  JewiJh 
obloquy ,  by  worjhipping  in  the  temple . 


SECT.  XCIV.  FROM  VERSE  XVlI. 


AND  from  Miletus  He  fent  fome  of  his  companions  to 
Ephefus,  not  far  from  thence ,  and  called  to  him  the 
(a)  elders  8  of  the  church  there ,  and  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  for  taking  farewell ,  with  proper  advice  as  to  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  their  facred  office.  And  when  they  were  come 
to  him  in  a  body ,  he,  like  the  father  of  the  Gentiles ,  nobly 
and  affectionately  faid  unto  them,  as  follows Ye  well 
know,  my  very  dear  friends ,  from  the  firft  day  that  I 
came  into  Afia,  after  what  manner  of  teaching  and  be¬ 
haviour  I  have  been  with  you  at  all  ( b )  feafons,  ferving 
the  Lord  Jeffs,  our  common  and  beloved  nutfler  with  all 
humility  of  mind,  in  difeharge  of  my  important  trujl  to 
poor  as  well  as  rich ,  and  with  many  tears  accompanying 

miles  fouth  of  Smyrna.  ( e )  Where  Thale*,  the  moft  famous  of  all 
the  feven  wife  men  was  born  and  educated.  Here  too,  the  filhers 
were  faid  to  have  drawn  from  the  fea,  the  golden  Tripod,  dedicat¬ 
ed  tv)  Delphian  Apollo.  (/)  Chap.  xix.  (g)  The  fiftieth  from 
Paffhver,  A£ts  ii.  1 . 

(rj)  So  ftyled  from  religious  wifdom  and  experience,  rather  than 
age,  chap  iiv.  zj.  xv.  *,  4,  16,  aR.  Called  alfo  bifhops,  verfe  28. 
Tit.  i.  7,  5.  A  fine  form  of  neceflary  leave  taking,  hy  a  faithful 
pallor;  and  fit  to  copy  from,  (k)  Comp.  1  Theff.  ii.  5,  ic. 
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a  No  wife  man  will  attempt  what  he  believes  to  be  absolute¬ 
ly  impoflible.  Pleafing  entertainments  mull  be  denied,  from 
regard  to  views  of  fuperior  ufefulnefs. 

*  Even  great  matters  ought  not  to  obftrutt  always  courteous 
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that  foundation  grace  of  the  gofpel ;  and  (c)  temptations 
from  troubles  and  dangers,  fear  ce  to  be  recounted ,  which 
befel  me  every  where ,  by  the  ( d )  lying  in  wait  of  the 
malicious  unbelieving  Jews  to  deftroy  both  perf on  and  ufeful- 
fulnefs  :  and  how  I  kept  back  by  concealment ,  either 
from  fear  or  undue  love  to  the  worlds  b  nothing  that  was 
profitable  unto  you,  along  with  necefptry  principles  and 
rules ,  but  have  fhewed  you  what  pertains  to  the  pure  un¬ 
mixed  gofpel  method  of  falvation ,  and  have  c  taught  you 
the  fame  publicly  in  your  (V)  religious  meetings ,  and  in  a 
more  private  way  likewife ,  from  houfe  to  houfe  as  occa - 
Jtons  did  require,  teftifying  {f)  in  clear  terms ,  and  under 
the  power  of  an  unfeigned  earneftyiefs ,  both  to  the  (g)  JewS 
and  alfo  to  the  (/;)  Greeks,  the  undifpenfable  need  of  re¬ 
pentance  toward  d  God,  and  of  cordial  living  faith 
toward  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  his  divine  e  meffenger 
and  (0  celejlial prince.  And  now  behold,  I  go  up  (j  ) 
bound  in  furc  forefight  by  the  blejfed  Spirit  of  God  unto 
our  great  capital  Jerufalem,  not  knowing  each  of  the 
afflittive  things  that  fhall  befal  me  there,  as  to  caufe± 

{c)  See  Adts  xix.  2$,  26.  Or  trials,  (d)  See  Adts  ix.  24  xiv.  2,  5. 
xx,  3.  Confpiracies-  ( e )  See  chap.  viii.  29.  {/)  Comp.  Luke 

xvi.  28.  Adh  xviii.  5.  (g)  People  of  God  anciently,  but  now  mofl 
averfe  to  him.  (h)  Heathens  and  aliens  from  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael,  chap  xviii.  4.  xix.  to,  17.  (/)  See  AdtsiJ.  36.  (j)  Comp, 
chap  xiii.  4  Mat.  iv.  1.  This  was  the  fourth  time  from  his  con- 
veifion.  Things  future  were  fet  forth  to  the  mind,  as  though  they 
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faliitntions,  with  friendly  advice.  b  Humility  is  the  ground 
work  of  excellence,  and  fhone  with  peculiar  luftre  in  our  dr- 
vine  Saviour,  Eph  iv.  2.  Mat.  xi.  29.  Prayer  fhould  be'earneft. 
God  permits  his  befi  fervarrrs  often  to  be  awfully  tried,  Jam. 
i.  2.  1  Pet  i.  6.  The  lowefi  in  a  congregation,  ought  to  bt 
condefcended  to-  c  tn  preaching  the  gofpel,  we  ought  neither 
to  feek  our  own  glory,  nor  fecular  gain  ;  but  with  finglenefs  of 
heart  to  obey  Chrift.  tven  tears  of  concern  are  graceful  in  a 
faithful  paftor.  d  See  notes  c.  True  repentance  implies 
thorough  converfion  to  God,  befides  a  change  of  mind  from 
evil  to  good,  Matth.  iii.  2,  8.  Acts  xxvi.  20.  A£ts  ii.  38. 

*  Chrift  is  lawgiver  and  king,  is  to  be  trufted  in,  obeyed,  1  Pef. 
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manner  ami  confluences  :  fave  this  moft  certain  general  one 
that  thcHolyGholl  by  infpiration  witnclTeth(£)in  every 
city  through  which  J  am  topafs ,  faying,  as  with  an  audi¬ 
ble  voice,  that  bonds  and  (/)  afflictions  abide  Ine.  But 
1  none  of  thefe  grievous  things  move  me  from  duty;  nei¬ 
ther  indeed  count  I  even  my  own  life (ni),  the  lajt  and 
fwcctcjl  comfort  upon  earthy  deaf  unto  myfelf  in  compari- 
fon ,  fo  that  I  might. faithfully  finiih  my  («)  courfe  mark¬ 
ed  out  by  him  wbofenow  it  is,  with  the  joy  of  a  conqueror  ; 
■and  the  glorious  (0)  aprftolic  miniftry  which  1  have  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  Lord  Jctiis,  even  to  teftify  with  plainnefs 
and fteadfaft  fortitude  in  teaching  the  glad  gofpel  tidings 
of  the  rich  (/>)  grace  of  God  in  behalf  of  mankind.  And 
now,  behold,  1  know  by fure  celeftial  revelation,  that  ye 
(y)  all,  among  whom  I  have  gone  through  different  coun¬ 
tries  and  cities,  preaching  the  endlefs  kingdom  of  God 
(y)  to  genuine  believers,  {hall  fee  my  face  no  more  in  this 

had  been  prefent.  {k)  See  Afts  xiii.  2.  xxi.  i  r.  (/)  Greek,  wait 
for  me,  veife  5.  Where  himfelf  had  become  a  furious  perfeeutor, 
he  was  to  {offer  moft.  (to)  Comp.  Mat.  vi.  25.  xvi.  25.  John 
x<i.  2  ( .  Phil.  ii.  30  («)  Like  as  in  public  games,  1  Cor.  ix.  34. 

(c)  Explains  courl'c,  fee  Afts  i.  7.  vi.  4.  1  Tinr.  ii.  7.  2  Tim.  iv.  7. 
ip)  Porgivenels,  eternal  life,  divine  aids,  deliverance  from  an  en- 
flaving  ritual  law.  &r.  John-  i.  17.  Rom.  vi.  14,  iy  (y)  Hebraifm, 
for  none  of  you  all.  (r)  See  verfe  24.  Luke  xiii.  28.  xiv.  15, 
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i.  21.  John  xii.  44.  Repentance  and  faith,  fum  up  the  Chris¬ 
tian  doctrine.  *  1  he  certain  forefight  of  difficulties  muft  not 
deter  frohi  minifterial  duties.  Even  death  itfelf  muft  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  difobedience.  Thefe  our  tortures,  faid  Juftin  Martyr 
to  the  Roman  prefect,  will  \Vork  out  our  falvation,  and  obtain 
confidence  to  us  at  the  dreadful  tribunal  of  our  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour.  Such  having  received  might  and  fortitude,  according 
to  the  powerful  faith  that  was  in  them,  became  the  admirable 
witnefles  of  his  kingdbm.  Dion .  Biffcp  of  Alex.  They  who 
torture  jri  vain,  become  afhamed.  t/nd.  Through  teflimony  ic» 
exalting,  God  obtains  a  glorious  triumph  ibid.  This  brings  to 
the  fcaft  of  prophets  and  mnftvrs,  in  that  paradife  which  the 
Lord  hath  prepared  for  thofe  that  love  him.  Tortnofui,  Jiijbop 
of  Ttrraccna.  They  who  are  conflant  in  the  faith  and  prepared 
to  fulfer,  may  hope  to  obtain  the  crown  of  eveilaliing  life, 
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world.  Wherefore,  having  done  as  above  to  the  utmoft  of 
wv  power ,  I  take  you  folemnly  to  record  (r)  in  the  pre- 
Jhice  of  an  omnifcient  God  this  day  s,  that  I  am  pure  from 
the  (/)  blood  of  all  men  who  yet  believe  not ,  remain  impe - 
nitent,  or  may  hereafter  apoflatize .  For  I  have  not  lhun- 
ned  in  full,  free,  and  Jleadf a fi  manner ,  to  declare  unto 
you  all  the  ( u )  counfel  of  God  mojl  high ,  relative  to  life 
everlajling . 


SECT.  XCV.  FROM  VERSE  XXVIII. 

TAKE  earnefl  heed,  therefore,  as*  you  defire  to  live 
and  die  with  comfort ,  unto  yourfelves  (a)  how  you  believe 
and  act  in  this  matter  of  prune  concern  to  each  of  you,  and  a 
then  to  all  the  ( b )  flock  of  Chrift  as  J  have  done ,  over 
the  which  the  (V)  Holy  Ghoft  in  us  hath  made  b  you 
(d)  overfeers,  to  feed  f pi  ritually  with  what  is  whokfomei 

(/)  I  proteft  before  him,  Gal  v.  3.  (/).  Blood  is  generally  fhed 

when  any  one  is  killed  ;  and  to  that  our  apoftle  alludes,  comp. 
Mat.  xxiii.  35.  A<fts  xviii.  6.  (a)  See  Luke  Vii  yo  Lph,  i.  d. 

So  men  take  counfel  in  affairs  to  he  refolved  upon,  and  executed. 

( a )  See  1  Tim.  iii,  2,  3.  4.  iv  16.  (b)  Comp-  John  x.  16.  1  Pet. 
v.  2,  3.  (c)  Sec  Adts  xiv.  23.  1  Tim  i  2c.  2  Tim.  i.  6.  {d)  Greek, 

1 
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through  the  aid  and  grace  of  our  Lord.  £  Honeft  minifters  will 
not  fhare  in  the  blame  of  thofe  who  perifh  ete^ially.  Pure 
zeal,  is  a  neceflary  effect  of  unfeigned  earned  love  to  God  and 
men,  verfe  27,  31.  We  fhould  cheerfully  die  in  our  labours, 
and  wear  ourfelves  out  in  works  for  piety  and  virtue,  2  f  ini.  iv. 
7.  Rom.  v.  8. 

a  The  faithful  in  Chrift  ought  to  frequent  facred  meetings,  - 
and  not  to  feparnte  themfelves.  They  cannot  attend  to  their 
flocks,  who  negleft  their  own  fpiritual  cultivation.  It  is  an 
awful  thought,  to  be  entrufted  with  precious  fouls,  for  whom 
our  divine  Redeemer  bled  and  died.  Diligence  amidft  great 
hazards,  is  fweet  to  refledt  upon.  Jc  is  abfurd  to  reject  this 
wife  inftirution,  under  a  pretence,  that  we  have  tire  Holy 
Ghoft  to  teach  ns.  *  b  Vigilence  and  diligence  are  neceflary 
to  the  pafl  oral  oflice;  A£ts  1.  20.  They  are  not  to  con/ult 
their  own,  but  the  intereft  of  their  flocks  j  1  Cor.  i.  2.  x. 
32,  xi.  1 6.  A  diftinetkm  is  proper  to  be  ‘made  between  an 
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and  govern  with  mildnefs  the  ( e)  church  c  of  God  infi¬ 
nitely  wife  and  good ,  which  he  hath  purchafed  (/)  for  a 
f pedal  poffcffion  with  his  (g)  own  precious  favourite  blood. 
For,  befides  fuch  weighty  reafons  (/>),  by  undoubted  divine 
infpiration  I  know  this,  that  after  my  departing/ro/tt 
you  at  prefent ,  and  much  more  at  death ,  (hall  grievous  (/) 
cruel  wolves  ll  enter  in  fubtilely  among  you,  not  fparing 
the  flock,  but  doing  all  that  in  them  lies  (_/),  by  pernicious 
doctrine ,  to  corrupt ,  fatter ,  and  defray.  Alfo  even  of 
your  own  (/•)  Pelves  in  high  /acred  offices  fliall  men  of 
the  above  proud  factious  kind  arife,  fpeaking  (/)  perverfe 
things,  to  draw  away  difciples  after  them  from  the  true 
knowledge  offalvation.  Therefore,  your  danger  being  fo 

Bifhops.  Metaphor  from  (hepherds,  John  xxi.  1 6.  ( e )  AfTcmbly  of 
Chrillians,  for  fpiritual  improvement,  Mat  xvi.  18,  xviii.  17. 
Teachers  are  included.  Some  M  S,S.  have  Lord  God,  others  Am¬ 
ply  Lord.  The  Syriac  has  Chrift,  Rom  xvi  j 6  Eph.  i.  22,  23, 

(  f  )  See  Eph.  i.  14.  1  Pet.  9.  (  ^)  Or  blood  of  his  own  fon. 

(/>)  See  verfe  25 .  xi ii. ^  xix.  13,  1 r.  (/)  Comp.  Jer.  v.  6.  H  ib, 
i.  S.  (  /)  Comp.  Mat.  vii.  15.  1  Tim.  iv.  ir  2,  2  Pet.  ii.  1,  &c. 
(^)  Verfe  28.  liev.  ii.  6.  (/)  Doctrines  which  ferve  to  turn  peo- 
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office,  and  thofe  who  ajlminifter  Rom.  xiii.  r.  Ecclefi- 
nltical  miniftry  has  clear  divine  approbation.  The  bounds  of 
God’s'  word  ought,  at  no  fcime,  to  be  exceeded.  What  is  not 
clearly  revealed,  lliould  be  left  fre€  to  others  as  ourfelves. 
Chrift's  ffieep  ought  to  lack  no  wholefome  food.  People  will 
not  always  have  thofe  of  moft  Ikill  and  affettion  among 
them  'To  difperfe  congregations,' is  the  firft  method  which 
wolves  take  to  ruin  them.  TWb^rigin  of  all  official  power  in  the 
church  is  Chrift,  the  fupreme  head  and  only  law-giver;  Eph. 
iv.  ii,  12.  c  Chrift,  by  his  blood,  obtained  power  of  the 
Father  to  collect  a  church  jn  his  name  ;  and  to  bring  them  to  e- 
ternal  life:  Ifa.  liii.  10.  lv.  1,  &c.  How  great  a  price! 
how  great  the  deliverance!  Heb  rx.'  12.  1  Pet.  i.  18,  19. 
Rev.  v  *9  How  dear  muft  believers  be  to  God  ?  and  how 
niftch  to  be  cared  for*!  d  Even  the  mt>ft  falfe  and  hurtful 
teachers  muft  not  be  perfecuted ;  but  wrought  upon  by  argu¬ 
ment:  2  'Pirn.  ii._24,  25.  From  refpe£t  to  early  teachers, 
both  Jewifh  and  Gentile,  and  a  partiality  for  their  tenets;  even 
learned  Chriftians  of  the  early  age,  did  dangeroully  innovate,* 
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very  great  %  watch,  with  inceffant  diligence  for  your  own 
and  the  benefit  of  others ,  left  jo  much  pairis  hitherto  taken 
(hould prove  in  vain ,  and  remember,  that  by  the  fpace 
of  no  lefs  than  nigh  ( m )  to  three  years,  from  my  jirji  com¬ 
ing  to  Ephefus  until  now ,  1  ceafed  not,  in  like  manner 9  to 
warn  the  Jlothful  and  wicked  of  all  conditions ,  night  and 
day  without  much  interruption,  and  very- often  with  tears 
of  unfeigned  love  accompanying  my  earned  endeavours.  Anfl 
now,  dear  brethren,  1  hat'd  am  about  to  leave  this  pari  of 
the  world  for  ever ,  to  enter  upon  new  feenes  of  labour  and 
fujfering ,  (n)  1  commend  you  all  the  good  keeping  of 
Almighty  God,  and  torthe  unfpeakable  advantages' deri¬ 
vable  from  the  word  of  his  gofpcl  grace  f,  which,  if  care¬ 
fully  attended  to  under  affured  divine  aids ,  fe  able  of  itfeif 
without  any  mixture  or  addiiidh  to  build  (o)  you  up  who 
are  fincere  in  faitb*and  virtue ,  and  to  give  you  an  eter - 
nal  bleffed(yp\  injieritanct  among  alLtHem  which  are 
Jbg  fructified  in  temper  and  lift.  •  I  have,  you  mvfi  each 
of  you  befenfible ,  Qovetecto/tf  pijftfftoBof  a  o  man’s  lilvcr, 
(y)  or  gold,  oi+ofliy  appanel,  for~the  fake  of  carrying 
forward  fhe  duties*of  my  JpiritttcA  wOrk.  Y  ea  ,fo far  from 

pie  away  from  the  t^ht  $pad  fthufers^T  r  that  purpr.ft.ofapoftolical 
words  themfelve*,  fee  Afls  xiii.  K.  ic.  Mat.  xv:i.  17*1  T'm.  i.  20. 

1  Johnii.  0.  19  Mary  \^fe  ftill  th*re  were,  at^er  the  deceale 
c,t  the  apollles.  Pjetenued  apoftolical  tradition$»did  much  harm. 

See  chap,  xviii.  19.  xrx.t«c.  •  ("fOr  1  commend  ^ou  to  God, 
by  the  word  of  his  grace.  ^5)  bee  liph  ii.  2r  Jude  2c.  (/>)  Greek, 
Lot,  pofleflion,  fte  pPet.  t  +*Eph.  14,  18.  (j)  Co^p^r  San>. 

♦  •  % 

‘  E  F  fcfeC  TRONS. 

•  ■  * 

Patters  ought  at  no  lirde,  if  poflible,  to  be  from  ofT  their 
guard.  f  Of  al!  righteoufnefs,  God  is  the  principal,  and  his 
word  the  inftrumental  cauie ;  2  _Fim.  iii.  10.  2  Pet.  i.  4. 
g  Heaven  is  the  native  cotimr^lF  ^ne^rdigious  5  and  to  none 
othhr  is  it  given  to  he  pfrtakers  thereof-A/a/ 1  in  Pal.  A£ts  xxvi. 
i  8.  Eph.  i.  J  8.  The  holy  feriptures  ougllt  to  be  wfttten  iri  a 
pure  foul,  and  in  the  ^earell  fight  of  the  ttnderftandingjjto 
fubferve  religious  virtue.  True  Chriftian  heroifm  l<^>ds  to  ex¬ 
alted  fentimer.ts  and  language;  i*Pet.  v  2.  Friendfhips  are 
acquired  more  by  giving,  than  receiving  benefits.  Lager  over¬ 
bearing  tempers  are  highly  grievous,  even  though  deftitute  of 
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mtan  fecular  dejigm  in  preaching  the  gofpel ,  ye  yourfelves 
< who  act  as  bijkops  in  and  about  JLphefus,  as  do- all  your 
flocks ,  know  that  thefc  my  Jlretched  out  hands  have  mi- 
iiifcered  unto  my  neceflities  of foSd  and  clothings  and  to 
the  fupport  of  them  Hkcwife  in  a  great  meafure h  that  were 
companions  ( r)  with  me.  1  have  thus  fhewfcd  you,  by 
7iiv  example  as  ’mill  as  words ,  all  things-^or  imitation  (j), 
>ho*v  that  fo  labouring  bard(t)  when  n^ed  is,  ye  ought 
ftcV  fupport  the  weak  (w ) frajn  falling,  by  a  kind  outjlr etch¬ 
ed  arm;  i  ftnd,  as  a  petfaafivc *  or  argument ,  to  remember 
I  he  generous  favourite  words  of  the. Lord  Jefus,  how  be 
himfelf  fre<p$mtly  faid;,  and  did  prove  k  the  fame  by  bis 
whole  comluil  (xf  It  is  more  honourable  and  blefied^o/Zj 
to  give  from  right  principle,  than-  even  gratefully  to  re- 
ceitie.  <  f  »  -  * 


x\\:  3.  1  Cor.  (/»1  See  verfe  4.  comp.  chap,  xviii. 

3.  2  TheflVTii.  5.  )  Coim>.:  1  War.  x.  3 pm  iv.  15.  (/)  Sfee 

i  Cor.iv.  12.  (a)  II  lit  It  9§  in  greateft  danger,  Rom.  xiv.  1.  iv. 

1.  (x)  An  apttfiejpn  Aeejfencoff  ^nd  w4diot>  though 

not  upon  record,  he  mig^t  hajje  often  ufedj}  .  • 

«  •  •  • .  *  '  * 
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fecular  oO^er.  b  To  mtke  expence  as  eafy  as  poflible  to  thofe 
awho  art  taught,*  feemA  to  ibe  duty  of  pidu^and  learned 
teachers.  Th£  more  felfiih  people  qjre,  th^  leis  regard  in  com¬ 
mon  they  have  for  truth^nd  jjfe^lnefs.  Their  liberalities,  at 
times,  ntay  beacon (iderably  dretch#!,  nor,  upon  the  whole,  is 
this  ad&iif  found  *to  be^reat  fcfst  Whatever  we  undertake 
for  tve^ood  othefc,  ought  to  be  accothpliihed,  though' with 
indefatigable  pains  of  a ljcjjit y .J} ^ £t i ve  virtue?  bear  no  refem- 
blance  to  the  fitliijry  ancfccw<pTipI^tB;veflfe  of  a  reclufe.  '  The 
weak,  vyho  are  apt  to  be  fufpicious  of  felfifh  defigns  in  others, 
ought  not  to  be  defpifed.  h  Sura  communicative  love,  fhuft 
•►be  peculiarly  accqnnbl£|aT?hriit  To  give,  is-*  Ggn  of  virtue  ; 
to  receive ,  is  a  fign^oFMfility*  and  de£re  ;  the  firmer  has 
promife  of  great  reward ;  the  Azfter^inlefs  with  fome  very  pi- 
*>us  (^cumdai^j^nQne,  comp.  1  Cor,  ix.  14.  1.  Tim.  v. 
*7,  it.  Luk<*  xii.  33-.  xvi.^p.  1  W.  ip.  To  iind  one’s 

felf  eminently  ufefui  even  to  late  po iferity,  mufl  be  a  delight¬ 
ful  employment.  God  fl^lightetf!  more  in  fuch  deeds,  than 
in  the  Ileam  of  blood  of  burnt-offerings.  Mart,  in  Pal. 


Ill 
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AND  when  he  had  thus  fpoken  for  advice  and  warn, 
lug,  he  humbly  4  kneeled  down  uptn  the  earth ,  and,  in 
fervent  &ffeftionatf  manner ,  prayed  with  them  all  .for 
mercy  and  fuccefs  to  the  glory  of  God ,  find  tbeit  eternal 
benefit.  And  they  all  ( as  indeed  who  couid  have\e- 
gef rained?)  wept  fore  at  f he  thoughts  of  hft  gtyartitre* 
h  and.™  tejlimony  of  their  upright  bvA  fell  on  ^Paul's 
(a)  neck,  and  kifletl  him  with'  the mt$oJl  concert ft  Sor¬ 
rowing  (b)  moft  of  all  for  tjie  fttd*  Whrds  wfti  efi 
he  4pake,  e  that  they  {houjd,  fee  his  ftTc efwbd*  had 
been fo  eminently fcrvjceable+to  tfjem  no#  njcflfe  on  eafrh. 
And,  for  beholding  MfdronvPrflng  iBitk  %m  as  long  asfyojft- 
ble ,  they  accorijpaffted  hififr£Plh£ttftp.  »  , 

f  ••  •  ’  f  m.  ‘ 

L  ‘  V|t!  *.• 

•  ;  A»  XJ#  »• „ 

♦  ft  4  fWl  |k  •  ♦  ^4  :0  * 

x&to.  f 


s  e  c;t. 


ise 


..  w|  (a)  fafcparted^ 
‘frelw&knt'-and  tender 

k,  ftieh|iylbh  tibia, 

*  v  m1'  • 

Wilt 


to, 

•  •  •  , 

AND  it  eame  to  pafc-tha^afer 

witlfthe  bifijops  ojf^phefis  fnj* 

( a )  Comp.  Gen.  il^.  14.^1  ^>. 
comp.  1  Kings  viii.4^.  DaiT  ^x.\^  4 r.  »  * 

(<?)  Paul  and  his  cony>anions,u^dei»great  jmef,  xvi.«?(l^®w: 

at.'  • 

%E  F  S,  J  W»  ♦.  *  ♦  ^ 

a  External  figns  or reverence  and  fubmiflion  to  the  Almighty, 
are^iighly  proper ;  in  our  la'ft  prayers  ^fpecialry,  it  ^phovefti  us 
to  remember' tne  univerfal  e^urc^^i|^ad  from  t^Aeaft  to  tljf* 
weft.,  Fpudtuofus  bijbop  af  TefraVm!*. A«d  again,  immediately 
before  his  execution,  “  TheJe  will  rtbtJ%fW^ing  a  W  or  a- 
mong  you,  for  the  loving  kind nelg  and1  q^venmit  of  the  Lord 
fliall  never  fail  :  and  thatwhich  ye  now  belrold,  feemeth  bu# 
as  the  tribulation  of  one^hour  Tl^g  w«rds  of  dyingtpeople,  1 
may  be  admitted  as  a  pledge  of  fheir  fincerity  b  To  dear  ( 
friends,  reparation  is  an  extreme  trial.  c  Diftinct  and  confo- 
latory  poachers  removed,  are  a  fevere  lofsjto  theiv  fl^ks. 
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a  manner ,  were  how  gotten  off  from  them,  and  had 
launched  out  our  veffel,  we  came  with  *1  ftraight  courfe 
unto  tbe(b)i/land  Coos, and  thBday  following  unto  that 
of  ( c )  Rhodes,  and  from  thence  unto  Patara  of  Lycia* 
And  finding  a  flfip  there  juft  abqut  failing  unto  ( d )  Phe- 
*  nicia,  we  went  aboard  her ,  and  fet  forth.  Now  when 
Mfe  had  difeovered  the  long  ijland  (V^Cyprus,  we  left 
it  on  the  left  hand  by  the  fouthern  coaft,  and  failed  in¬ 
lb  S^ria  belonging  to  AJia  the  (f  )  Greater f  and  landed  at 
.  the  rich  t mating  city  of  K  £)Tyre$*  for  there  he  who  took  care 
of  the  fhip  wa%t^  tmlade  her  burden  of  goods.  And 
finding  in  this  pl&eT^bri/lisyifb)  d&iples,  we  tarried 
there  for  mutual  *jo£)m(Fco?tverf at  ion  feven  days-:  who 
faid  to  Paul*  certain  of  them ,  through  the  knowledge 
of  fflkre  events  communicated  fy  a  divine  fpirit ,  that  he 
IhouW  not  i n ' tJfedfh ugi bje^pittioi^ ;  ^  go  *u  p  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  where  fo,  great  freedonjgond  fafety  did 

await  hfm .  Aid  a  vA\tfi  lAjjad^accpnfg^fhed  among 
fuch  pw  afjfftityatefMemls. { nofe  (j)  days f  we  depart¬ 
ed  from  Tyrc^Mlag^^vbnl:  «otfr  towards  the  ca- 
pital  //and  e®T^;//y|Jor*ygS|SPs  on  our  way, 
|Wilti  and  qMfaftn,  tilt  we  we^e  ljuite  out 

o^tly  cirfy,  aac^^e do^n  on  the 

thf  0ycl3(£s%id  far^usfon^li^^prfhipflf  Efculapius:  the  birth  place 
or  Hippocrates,  t^erof  t#qplt|r(TCian!jpiMj  Apelles,  of  tfee  painters. 
Situ jred  in  the  Anfhinela^nr^r  fh*  lOTtn  welt  4oaft  of  Letter  Afi.i, 
30  miW  ninh  Mjftk  of  B- j/j%f  RIBdeA  (c)  Iri  which  wa^  the  grand 
Colo(£i^r  Ipiu Aretfed  m  AmIio,  mftle  of  brafs,  *05  feer  high, 
one  pf0WW*^  wonrfert  of  Be  worM.  An  ifhnd  in  the  Mediter- 
iraneal^jlflo  miles  fnuffi  weft^if  tHe  LelT*r  Alia,  [d]  \  coun- 
tr  Aprflyfia,  chap^xi.  *9.  w^erfinvfcie  the  celebrated  uties  of  Si- 
ce  cameW^CaTtl^gitlans.  (e1)  Of  which 
fee  Aap.  iv.  36.  xiii.  4.  (f)  And  whlreof  Qanaan  was  a  part. 

(g)  S*  lf«*-  -|z-k.  xxvii.  Called  in  Hebrew  Zir,  anciently 

baM3.  4fcis^pw  only  inhabited  by  a  few  poor  fifl^rmen,  comp. 
EtPL  xxvi.  \^P Mattndrel. ^|^f>ee :  olrap  xi.  19, ,2c.  Tl^e  fame 
as  brethren,  chap,  ix/26  *xi  "9.  (ff  Ph^tUy  faid  out  of  love, 
and  by  n»commaadofltfe  t^irit.  (J)  See  verle  4.  (^)  See  chap. 

*  V  ■  ' 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  *  <•  % 

I  » -Having  a  clear  order  of  God,  true  Chriftian  fortitude  can- 
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fliore  and  prayed  both  for  their  welfare  and  our  future 
fuceefs .  And  wh'cn  we  1ft d  taken  our  (/)  affectionate 
leave  one  of  another,  we  who  were  to  go  farther  took 
fhip,  and  they  of  this  place  returned,  eqch  to  their  proper 
home  again.  And  when  we  had  finifhed  our  courl'e 
from  Tyre,  we  cafne  to  (;;/)  Ptolemais  on  the  coafl  of 
Canaan ,  and  falu\ed  the  Chriflian  brethren  Gf  this-ciif, 
and  abode  with  them  for  pious  converfc ,  as  well  as  cafe 
to  our  fatigue ,  one  day.  And  the  next  day  after  leaving 
Ptolemais ,  we  that^  were  of  Paul’s  company  departed 
thence ,  and  came  by  land  in  pro^rdfs  df  {«)  timetto  Ce- 
farea,  upon  the  Mediterranean  fly  and  We  entered 
into  the  houfe  of  (0)  Philip  the  pteathing  evangelift* 
(which  was  before  this  one  o£  th£  (/>)  feve'n  deacons^ and 
abode  with  him  as^hi^g^L '  ,  ,  v* 


i  E  C 


J.'XCVip  l*'  G>M*  VER^E  bX.  * 

Hr _ VJ- 


AND  the  fa^p  19  am  whi 

daughters,  thbi  a  whftl 

prop  he  fy  things  {a)  future 


<o<fe ,  hiff  four 
i^ine  fpitit  di<f 


Ah<J  as 

we  tarried  ther^rtiftfly  df^s  Jqr  (fr)  refrefj 

wrfirofh  05- 


ment  and  jrhtfuql  confolation. 


dea 


a  certain  prophetMi^imec^(^  Agjbus.  An 


nd  when 


xx.  36.  xvi  13.  (/)  ^omp.wchap:  xx.  v  '  Lf')  fanned  trorrt*  Pto¬ 

lemy  a  king  of  Egypt,  who  rep^ed  it*  t  ilfcciettly  Acto,  ^ud.  i. 
31.  And  f<>  the  Syriac  here,  ^parjpof  Ctlio0,  yp  the 

Levant  coaft,  2c  miles  fouth  Weft  ^f^Tyrl.  Now  A  era. 

( n )  That  muft  have  been  a  joifrney  of  fom^few  days.  Crojjbf  the, 
fined  cities  in  Judea,  adefrned  by  tfcrod  ;  and  general  rrtid^fcZof 
the  Roman  governor.  (0 )  See’cmap.  viii.  2C  *  2  *Timf  fv.^. 
(f>)  Chap  vi.  5.  Now  promoted  to  higher  office,  and  not  lidlited 
to  any  place  •  |  * 

(a)  So  Jud*iv.  4  2  Ki^gs^xih  14.  Luke  ii  36.^fhy>was^ul- 
filled,  Joel  ii.  2S.»Adts  ii.  17,  ^  -  ft)^j>ee  chap.  xr.*ft,  29.  (<.)Tfa.' 

refIec  T*  oft^. 

not  decline  duty,  he  the  profjpe&s  ever  fo  ^lreatening.  b  Mu¬ 
tual  Chriftian  converfion,  is^)f  great  ufe,  and  very  rejoicing. 

a  The  celebacy  of  the  clergy  was  not  enjoined,  nor  thought 
a  duty,  in  that  truly  primitive  and  apodolic  age.  Where  coil- 
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he  was  come  unto  us,  he  took  up  Paul's  girdle  from 
clout  his  upper  garment s,  AndfrxprcJJing  himfelf  by  aftion 
after  the  well  known  manner  of  the  (e\  ancients,  bound  his 
own  hands  and  feet,  and  faid,  thus  faith  in  me  (d)  the 
IJoly  Giinfl,  So  (hall  the  Jew's  at  Jerufalcm  bind  the 
man  that  owneth  (c)  this  girdle,  andffl]all  deliver  him 
ft  prifoner  into  Jibe  hands  oi  the  idolatrous  (f)  ficnliles. 
And,  wliep  we,  the  companions  of  that  bifid  apoftlc, 
heard  thcle  things, 'both  we  and  they  ol  like  precious 
faith  wifi*  vs  in  that  place  (g)  bcfonght  him  carnrf’y, 
for  bis  <own  an.f  tBe  jfublicgooik  together,  not  at  this  time 
to  go  b  up4o  Jgiufflefu.  .’Then  Pful  firmly  a  nl  we  red 
to  our  intrcatics,*  Whatjuean  yc  (/>)  to  weep  under  fuch 
tender  ajfc&ioh ,  and  in  return  as  it  were  to  break  c  my 
•vtfy  grateful  Yi&x^in  fiicc&s  Itgm  feaily  prepared 7 

through  grace,  not  tf)  fle  bound  as  a  malefactor  only,  but 
all®,  if  need  be  (i)plo&\&kyirtk.£pcrfccuting  hands d  at 
Jerufalcm  for  <he  name  (yjf  honour ,  anf  kingdom  of 
the  fjtfrd  ^pd’whfcn  "he  ^vojjld  not  be  per- 

Yuadod  by  ournrgfytflf from  fyMIgermiifled  purpofe ,  we 

XT.9  2,  •s.  jA.U'Xa  .  XXvAg.  Co®^,  chap.  xiii.  2.  This 

w#s the  v®ice  imj^rafion.  (?)  O^owqs*  comp.  John 

it.  Mat.  xx.  Tj*  (,£)  Fulfilled,  verft*^.  (g)  See  Mirk 
xi.  5.  (£)  So  Gre&,  metimhpk  hkfi  Luke  iv.  18.  Ur  pulling  the 
F^art  diffe’ent ‘^ays.  *(/)  See  cha^.^xx.  16,  24.  Dan.  iii.  t8. 
(_/)  Comp.  Jwlin  li.  22.  viy.  18.  A £ti  ix.  15.  More  was  revealed 
* 

.«  «  *  REt^&CTIONS. 

fcjet^PpI^nds,  no  fo^itations  are  to  be  regarded  ;  no  trouble* 
t^b^tleclined  ^  Phil.  1 2.  A^ts  xxiii.  33.  Luke  xxii.  42.  b  A 
I;md  of  ceremonies,  and  a  land  of  inquifition,  is  no  proper 
place  of  fafely  for  the  open  and  free.  They  are  the  happielt 
of  all*  pcopl^,  whS  feek  not  after  great  worldly  things.  He 
wfco  is  pfepvfd  for  either  life  or  death  will  not  he  afraid  even 
when  brought  into  the  pr<*fence  of  a  tyrant.  c  Hearty  obedi¬ 
ence,  in  the  view  offgrcafr  fufFerings,  argues  the  molt  perfect 
fortitude.  To  Me  ready  for  a  Hate  of  future  blifs,  we  ilumhl 
liave  proper  elevated  ideas  thereof.  This  was  a  generous  con- 
ted  from  pure  zeal/,  and  argued  a  fpirit  more  than  human, 
fllart.  in  Pal.  Thus  did  Paul  move  forward  to  death,  in  the 
guife  of  a  victorious  champion,  Ibid.  4  To  change  from  the 
better  to  what  is  worfc  is  impolTible  with  true  believers  j  but 

F£ 


1 2Q  acts  of  the  Clhap, XX. 

very  great  %  watch,  •with  incejjant  diligence  fir  ysur  own 
and  the  benefit  of  others,  lefi  Jo  much  pains  hilberio  tab  u 
fhmdd  prove  in  vain,  and  remember,  that  by  the  fpace 
of  no  lefs  than  nigh  ;  m )  to  three  years,  fr  om  my  firfi  com¬ 
ing  to  Ephefus  until  now ,  1  ceafed  not,  in  like  manner ,  to 
warn  the  Jlothful  and  wicked  of  all  conditions,  night  and 
day  without  much  interruption,  and  very  often  with  tears 
of  unfeigned  love  accompanying  my  earned  endeavours.  A  n  8 
now,  dear  brethren,  that  M  am  about  to  leave  ibis  part  of 
the  world  fir  ever,  to  enter  upon  new  penes  of  labour  and 
fajferwg,  (n)  I  commend  you  all  t<5  the  good  beeping  of 
Almighty  God,  and  to  the  unfpeahable  %&uanfngei  dsH~ 
vable  from  the  word  of  H$»  go/bel  grace f,  if  care¬ 
fully  attended  to  under  ajfured  divine  aids,  able  of  iff  elf 

without  any  mixture  or  addition  to  build  (<?)  you  up  who 
are fincere  in  fctithymd  virtue ,  and  to  give  you  an  eter¬ 
nal  bleffed{j>%  in^eritanoi  among  alUtMfem  which  are 
Jo  g  fanctified  in  temper  and  lifiy  •  I  fcave,  you  mud  each 
of  you  kefinfiblp}$ovetG(}*tbt’pfi[fifiioMf&o  man’s  filver, 
(y)  or  gold,  or^ofily  appall,  fir  the  fake  of  carrying 
forward  fhe  dutiei-ef  my  fpfiitudl  w9rk .  Y&,fo fat  from 

pie  away  from  the^ght  wad  Athufersffor  that  purpoffisofapoftolical 
words  themfelves,  fee  Afls  xiii”.  8,  io.  Mat.  xvii.  1 7 ^*1  *Pim.  i.  20 
1  Johnii  1*1  19  Many  \^fe  ftftl  th»re  were*  atter  the  deceale 
tit  the  apoftles.  Pfetend«d  apoftolica-l  traditions  did  much  harm, 
(/n)  See  chap,  xviii.  19.  x?x.  10.  {//If  Or  1  commend  you  to  God, 

by  the  word  of  his  grace.  +■)  oee  Lph  ii.  2c  Jude  zc. 

Tot,  poffdfion,  fte  r  Pet.  '  4JlEph.ll  14,  18.  (y)  Comp,  t  Saim 

»  -  t  % 

ft  E  F  I.  T  JMO  N  S., 

c  Pallors  ought  at  no  tirfte,  if  polBble,  to  be  from  off  their 
g*ard.  f  Of  all  righteo^fnefs,  God  is  the  principal,  and  Jits 
Vorcl  the  inftrumental  caufej  2  £im.  iti.  10,  2  Pet.  u  q. 
s  Hea^n  is  the  native  colmtrjfsf  Uiejeligious  and  to  none 
othfcr  isitgivetito  be  ^Artakers  therec£7)foaf  t  inPaL.  A£fs  uvi. 
18.  Eph.  i.  18.  The  hedy  feripture^  ou  JS  to  be  AvfTtten  in  a 
pure  {pul,  and  tfce  l^feaveft  light  of  Thr  fftiderftaiidin^^P 
fubferve  religious  virtue.  True  Chriftian  heroifra  leads  to  exr 
alted  fentiments  and  fitnguage  ;  a  Ter."  v  2.  Friendfhi^s  hit 
acquired  more  by  giving,  tlmn  receiving  benefits.  EageT  over¬ 
bearing  tempers  are  highly  grievous,  even  though  deflitutc-i 
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nt.irt  fgcutar  dejfcns  in  preaching  the  gofpeh  ye  yourfelves 
vho  i'j  bifSaps  m  and  aitut  dlphefus,  as  do-all  your 
loch,  kifow  that  thefe  my  Jl retched  out  hands  have  mi- 
ii  tiered  unto  my  neceflities  of  foffd  and  clothing  and  to 
he  fupport  of  them  Ufcwife  in  a  great  meafurt h  that  were 
mpanms  (r)  with  me.  1  have  thus  fhewfcd  you*  by 
hv  example  as  will  as  words ,  all  things^br  imitation  ^r), 
n_iiv  that  fo  labouring  hardif)  when  need  is,  ye  ought 
ul  the  weakf  u ) frijn falling,  by  a  hired  outflretch - 

d  arm;  fcnd,  as  a  perfuqftvP,  or  argument,  to  remember 
he  generous  fayMrite  words  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  how  he 
ninfelf  freqyptly  faidj,  and  did  prove  k  the  fame  fry  his 
jtjhok  conduct  {xf  It  is  more  honourable  and  bldTed^f/j 
o  give  frets  right  principle ,  than  even  gratefully  to  re¬ 
sile.  ♦  *  '  . 


3.  1  Cor.  fy-  h,  ljft  ,fj$+  (rl  See  verfe  4.  comp.  chap,  xviii. 
1  ThflC'iii.  8.  (j)  C6i^d.  1  cbr.  x.  33.%pK'iv.  15.  (?)  3fee 

Or.  4v.  ia-  (»-)  outlf  aff  irfgreateft  dagger,  &om.  xiv.  1.  xv. 


xiil  3. 

3.  2  1  v,^ 

1  Cor.  4v.  13.  (0)  Sutlf  aff  irfgreateft  dafiger,  _ _ _ 

1.  (.' )  An  aplihePn  ftt"  ligiril  Ac*jrencq|.f  and  vAiofc,  though 

not  qpoa  recced,  he  ifcigjjt  hate  often  ufed^ 
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fecularpo^er.  b  To  mlfke  expense  lis  eafjr  as  poflible  to  thofe 
who  art  Paugh^  feetni  to  fc>e  fhm  duty  of  piou^and  learned 
teachers.  TfaJ  more  {elfifh  peopre  jjre,  ,thelefs  regard  ip  corn- 
mop  tlify  havs  foutruthumd  j>fe%lrtefs.  Their  liberalities,  ac 
tmn£s,  nfay  be«onfiddt$bly  ftretch#!,  nor,  upon  the  whole,  in 
this  found  to  be  £reat  Ibfsf  Wfcatetfer  we  undertake 

for  Lh-.  -n  -.nl  othe£»  ought  to  be  accofaplilhecl,  thoUghMvkJt 
LicfeTatigable  fjains  of  »4h£tive  virtue?  bear  no  rcium- 

Plance  to  the  foliwry  and  awfPThplative^fe  of  a  r£qlufe.  1  The 
weak,  who  are  apt  to  be  fufpiciou!  of  felfilh  defigns  in  Others, 
ought  not  to  be  defpifed.  k  Sur®  communicative  love,  fault 
be  peculidtj^  acceptably.! ^irUt  T ogive,  is  fcgn  of  virtue  ; 
to  receive,  is  a  fign^oflWRlhty  and  defire ;  the  Jtrnqr  hitf 
promij£  of  great  revved  >  the  /atterpinlefs  with  fome  very  pi- 
luii  dfPcumrtmH^;,  1(p<ine,  comp.  1 [J^or,  ix.  14.  r.  Tim*  v. 
d7»  il*.  Luk#xifl.  3^.  xvirp.  1  rl^n.  ft,  19.  To  find  oucV 
Telf  ch^pewly  ufefuj  even  to  Ute  pofterity,  mud  be  a  delight¬ 
ful  employment.  God  fltlightetlf  more  in  fuch  deeds,  than 
-n  thfrfteam  ofjifood  of  biiriiMfferiiigs,  Mart,  in  Pah 


rn  actsofthe  Chap,  SSIF 

i  •.  *\H 

SECT.  XCVi.  FROM  VERSE  XXXVI. 

AND  when  he  had  thus  fpoken  for  advice  andwarnr 
fag,  he  hupibly  *  kneeled  down  vpffn  the  earth ,  and,  tn 
fervent  jiffeftwna&  manner ,  prayed  with  them  all  foP 
mercy  and  fuccefs  to  the  glory  of  God,  find  the)P  eternal 
benefit.  And  they  all  (a}  indeed  who  could  have  Kre- 
Z<f rained  wept  fore  at  %e  thopgffts  of  hh  tfPparulref 
h  and  in  tejlimony  of  th'eir  upright  ituA  (fell  on  Paul’s 
(a)  petk,  and  kmd|  him  *<uMb''thew{ufvjt  contemn  Sor¬ 
rowing  ( b )  moft  of  a!l  for  the  Jkdf  \frbrds  wlicR 
he  fpuke,  c  that  they  fhould  fee  his  fifes  wko  had 


been  jb  eminently Jervi 
And,  for  beholcnng  m 


them  no  njcflfe  on  edftk. 
dktk  Wim  as  Ifyg  as^offi* 


they  accoiijpafted 


SEQ^. 


heap* 

X&U. 


w, 


7~ 

I!  . 


v*  *:« 

\Z§  8«  I. 

AND  it  eame  to  pafe*th^  n^pr  wg  (a)  Ifadfparte 
witPtbe  bifijops  f  Jfhefils  faj^eluShnt  and  tender 


(a)  Comp.  Gen.  xl^,  14.*^  JB.  ^iehiafth  0un, 

comp,  1  Kings  viii.  4^  4F. 

“  '  *is,imdengrea‘  ~-  c  — :  -  * 


1  Kings  viii.  4^  ^ 

(a}  Paul  and  his  coir^amons^dcugr'cat  gficf,  xvi.  ; 


£  F  V 


NS, 


a  External  figns  ofireverence  and  fubmiflion^o  tjie  Almighty, 
arehighly  prom;r  j  in  our  ldft  prayers  |fpecia%,  it  hphoveffi  us 
remembeivtne  nniverfal  fchurcJ^Qjfcea<'  *  Ll*" 

v/efL,  FPtifluofus  bifkop  jd  Tefr^mS  A* 


FMifluofus  bijhop  j£ 
before  his  execution;  “  Tin 
mong  you,  for  the  lovii 


TePrafWS  A«d  again,  immediately 
efe  will  i*>t5i¥»w; 
and1  yi'; 


tv^ing  a  I^or  n- 
ii^ldndne^  and1  opi'cjflfn r  of  thf  Kcyd 
JltalP  never  fail :  and  thatwhich  ye  now  beflblT,  feerfieth  buP 
the  tribulation  of  one  hour  §  Tl^  w#rds  of  djfing^eople, 
T\rj.f  be  admitted  as  a  pledge  of  ftieir  finc^rity  b  To  dear 
friends,  reparation  is  an  extreme  trial.  c  Diftinft  and  confo- 
hitory  pjg^chers  removed,  are  a  fevere  Iofsjto  their  f%ks. 
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;  manner ,  were  tow  gotten  ^  from  jhem,  and  had 
Utfnched  out  our  veffel ,  We  came  with  a  ftraight  cQurfe 
unto/Ai-i  b)ijlarid Cops, and  thSday  following  unto  that 
of  (c)  Rhbdes,  and  from  thence  unto  Patara  of  Lyria. 
And  finding  a  there juji  about  failing  unto  (d)  Phe- 

nlria.  we  went  aboard  her ,  and  fet  forth.  Now  when 
we  had  difcovered  the  long  ifland  {er  Cyprus,  we  left 
it  on  the  left  hand  by  the fouthern  coq/tj  and  failed  in¬ 
to  S^ria  belonging  to  Afia  the  (f)  Greater ,  and  landed  at 
the,  rich,  tmtdng  city  of  g) Tyre;  for  there  he  who  took  ears 
of  the  fhij#  was  t©  tnilade  hd*  bur  fen'of  goods.  And 
findi^ in  this pldte  tyriftrqp4(h)  dapples,  we  tarried 
tfrerf'/br  mub&$oyffrndhco1foerfation  feVen  daysi  who 
{aid  to  Paul*  certain  df  them,  through  the  knowledge 
of  fftklre  eGentf  communilatyd  fy  a  divine  fpirst,  that  he 
fhouKJ  not  ht  to  JerUfa- 

lemA  where  fo  great  <twgpJl  freedMifymd  fafety  did 
await  hfm.  Amd  a  whet  M  jadkacc»n?§jjflied  among, 
fuch  ylft#r  affyfti d^dMfmemk it nofe  (j)  days#  we  depart¬ 
ed  frop  Tyre^lfc4Sd#Vent  oar  fpwardt  ihe  ca - 

pitat  zfand  dfe’J  *is  on  our  way, 

^wifli  4 beiit  and  (jMIdftn,  tilKwe  were  fuite  out 

uMthfi  ci^y,  aw^inhen  krfi^bd  down  on  the 

a  f*  ^  *  *  *  •  * 

theCyclatjpsilhd  fai&pusfoylin^prflmjgf  Efcutapius:  the  birth  place 
ofHiopocrates,  ■- Ijp  rof  Apelles,  of  the  painters. 

Situgred  in  the  A^hipelaf^Trear  ft*  (mm  well  flpaft  Of  Le/Ter  AGa, 
50  nictb  S?ep  or  Rl|)de&  f c)  fri  which  was  the  grand 

Colofiis^or  (ftiud^reded’  up  AmHo,  mftie  ofbrafs,  ioj  feet  high, 
oife  'UWsWeil  wonrffert  of  ifr.-  woiW.  An  iftand  in  the  Mediter- 

*  ifiiles  fnufc  weft^f  rl^e  Lefler  ^Afia.  (</}  A  conn- 
tr  Ji‘|r^1,Fia,  chapv  xi.  *9.  w^e^nwfci^:  the  celebrated  cities  of  Si- 
don  aW  ry/^A^teflce  came fk^Cartl^giuSans.  (  )  Of  which 
fee  <$lap.  iv  g6.  xiii.  4.  (/’)  And  whtreof  Qanaan  was  a  part. 

(g)  Sv  Ifa.  xxht.  Hzek.  Xxwii.  Called  in  Hebrew  Zor,  anciencjiy 
Haw*  l^il'fcpw  only  inhabited  by  a  few  poor  fifli|rmen,  comp. 
1'/™  xxvl.  \%kMaundrel.  -j*^|4>ee  tffiap  xi.  19,3c.  Hy:  fame 
as  brethren#  chap.  ix.  V  79.  (ff  Rh**  thfy  faid  out  of  love, 
and  by  no  commagpkofttlle  Spirit.  (  *)  See  verfe  4.  (i)  See  chap. 

*  *  i  ’  f  P 

Reflections. 

*  % 

*  ‘Having  a  clear  order  of  Qod,  true  ChriftUn  fortitude  can- 
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fliore  and  prayed  both  for  their  welfare  and  our  futuri 
futcefj.  And  wKen  we  lfcd  taken  our  (/)  affectionate 
leave  one  of  another,  we  who  were  to  go  farther  took 
fhip,  and  they  of  this  place  returned,  e^ch  to  their  proper 
home  again.  And  when  we  had  fimfhed  our  courfe 
from  Tyre,  we  came  to  (wij  Ptolemdis  on  the  coajl'of 
Canaan ,  and  faluled  the  Chrijlian  brethren  <f  this  tiff 
and  abode  with  themyhr  pious  comerfe,  as  wtH'as^eafe 
to  our  fatigue ,  one  day.  And  the  next  day  after  leaving 
Ptolemais ,  we  that  were  of  Paul's  company*fleparted 
thence,  and  came  by  land  ip  progrdfe  df  fn)  time  to  Ce- 
farea,  upon  the  Matter r a nenp.  ;  and  we  entered 

into  the  houfe  of  (0)  Philip  the  pPeasbing  evangblifh 
(which  was  before  this  one  of  th£  (p)  feven  t^acotts^Lhd 
abode  with  him  asjki^gttffl, 

SECT.  XCVU*  Ell  0M  VERSE  EX. 

AND  the  faijje  hub  wi!h  whqi^ h?ff  four, 
daughters,  thfn  virgins  *  whRflf  ft#  aigine fpfrit  did 
pvofhzfy  things  (afjfuture^  tis  gMll  as'd^cb*  as 

We  tarried  thera  iftsfy  dl^s  refr<&- 

merit  and  nfUth^  conf option,  fric  re  dim?  aowrfTrowi  pL 
dea  a  certain  |>rqphetAiyimed  (^  Ag^bus.  &nd  when 

xx.  36.  xvi  13.  (/)  ^oij?pA:h*tf.  %s.  V  L?')  teamed  front  Pto¬ 

lemy  a  king  of  Egypt,  who  rrpwred  iv  .  jWicieftdy  Aolo,  ■ 
31.  And  fo  the  Syriac  hffre.  A^parfio?  CilicH,  Jilua|ed  the 
Levant  coaft,  2c  miles  fouth  \veft  Qt^l'yr?.  Now  Acfft. 

(ft)  That  mull  have  been  a joffinef  of  foirf&Jew  day-,  '  (JfcStiJ  ^he 
fined  cities  in  Judea,  adefrned  j>y  rarod;  3hd  general  rcfid^ic^ 
the  Roman  governor  (0)  See  eftap.  viii.  20  2  *Timf 
(p)  Chap.  vi.  5.  No*  promoted  to*  higher  office,  and  not  lidKted 
to  any  place 

(a)  So  JudBiv.  4.  2  Kiijgsxxih  14.  Luke  ii  3 p.jtfijii  was  in¬ 
filled,  Joel  ii.  z$>  Aftsii.  17,  $  .  £eethap.  xt.fR,  29.  (  )tLi. 

REFLECTIONS.  * 

not  decline  duty,  be  the  profpe&s  evetfo  threatening.  b  Mu¬ 
tual  Chriftian  ponverfio»,  i$T>f  great  ufe,  and  very  rejoicing- 

*  The  celebacy  of  the  clergy  was  not  enjoined,  nor  though! 
a  July,  in  that  truly  primitive  and  :410ft  ollc  3gc.  Where  con- 
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he  unti  us,  he  took  up  Paul's  girdle  from 

,  b  it  v'm  f.:y.  r raiments,  and  *  tpr$fftrig  himfeif  by  itprui 
tffh  f  tbv  'Him  >  >n  manner  of  the  (c)  'ancients ,  bound  his 

hand*  ind  jjkit,  and  faid,  thus  faith  m  me  (,/)  the 
(July  Ghoft,  So  Ihall  the  Jew.1*  at  Jerufalem  hind  the 
,  oiilnt<  meth  (,  )  thi  girdk,  md  fbaJl  deliver  him 
a  ptuti -,v.  .'into  the  hand'  of  the  i  Mi  if-  01  /  )  C'ntil 
And,  whflp  -‘A . ,  -■  cpmfmtiions  of  i.Ad  I  f  I  trp$fo9 

i  tied  tl  ■  i.  rliit . ,  l  oth  Wi  and  they  -  *1  idt  p  rciout 

/rrf/A  vevffT  tit  tint  (  )  l-rJonghl  him  ■earn,  fllyf 

'far  hitAivu  fiibJtt  p>™1  farther,  not  uf  this  time 

itj  go  ujNto  Then  Pful  fitmly  antwered 

f,-i  flifr  int,  tw^r/Wbat  mean  ye  (h)  to  weep  under  fab 
feu  ,)r  a/feditoh,  and  in  return,  as  it  were  to  break  c  my 
’vxjxratejpl  Re*  jjU  in  tiech  ?  .T1'^  1 1\  m  feady  prepare <4 
thro%j  1  race*  not  tT>  n.  bound  as  a  malefaflor  only,  but 
alf«i  i£  ro'dbe  (D.  fodlfeiy  lifyperf&vtting  hands  *  at 
JeriiUlem  for  the  name  {Sf,  honour^  and  kingdom  of 
the  Fffftd  h  lli  >.  .Vtinl  wlren  woidd  not  be  per- 
bladotl  by  our  h  ■'  ntffrom  fyMftftt'ttii  tft’d  purpofe,  we 

•  J  *  • 

Jt*2  1  xxdpa.  &)  Coma  chap.  xiii.  a.  This 

.1  ths  v«ice  dbt.-ilfl  lif  ijpn-ifion.  (n  *hr  owos,  comp.  John 
A  1  Mat.  x*  '  <*#’  Fulfilled,  verfe  ,fj.  (/)  See  Mark 
.  5.  (MSrt  Grc<5k,  mr^yphiT,  like  Luke  ir,  18.  Ur  pulling  the 
f-jrt  differ  nc  vruyv  §(7j  See  chw. ;  zx.  16,  24.  Dan.  iii.  18. 
(  )  CJomp.  John  ji.  2  i  Viu.  18  AAa  lx.  15.  More  was  revealed 

•  *  «  •  t  •  *  1 

%  igtions. 

•  il*c? filial'1 no  felicitations  are  to  be  regarded;  no  troubles 
-ube  dtTcUaed  i  PhilT  1 2.  Ajflts  xxiii.  33.  Lukexxii.  42.  b  A 
liWhl  of  ceremonies,  and  aland  of  inquifition,  is  no  proper 
phee  of  faf«ty  for  the  open  and  free.  Tlfey  are  the  happiuft 

1  all  peojjl^,  whG  feek  not  after  great  worldly  things.  He 
no  is  pit  glared  for  either  life  or  death  will  notoe  afraid  even 
v  In  n  brought  into  the  prdfelfce  cff  a  tyrant.  c  Hearty  otcdi- 
1  ■  ■  1  ,  m  the  view  oC^real  fufferings,  argues  the  moft  perfect 
fortitude.  To  -ft  ready  for  a  ftate  of  future  blifs,  we  {limtUl 
W-  proper  elevatfd  ideas  thereof.  This  was  a  generous  con 

from  yure  zeal,  »nd  argu«|l  a  fpirit  more  than  humaiij 
M  it  t.  m  Pal.  rJ  husdid  Paul  move  forward  to  death,  in  f  1 1  r 
l-'mi'-  of  a  vicloiious  di.iiupiuTi,,  Ibid .  4  To  change  from  the 

Lictiel  to  what  is  worfe  is  impidHlils  with  true  believers*,  bwt 
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ceafed  to  urge  the  matter  any  furlhir ,  faying  %  The  good 
will  of  the  ( k )  Lord  be  done. 


SECT.  XCIX.  FROM  VERSE  XV. 

AND  after  thofe  days  /pent  at  Cefarea ,  we  took  up 
our  carriages,  with  neceffary  victuals  and  raiment ,  and 
went  up  (a)  as  expcditioujly  as  might  be  to  Jerufiilem,  the 
capital.  There  went  with  us  alfo  certain  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  difciples  of  Cefarea,  and  brought  with  them  one 
Mnafon,  of  the  ifland  Cyprus,  who  had  been  occafionally 
there ,  an  a  old  confirmed  difciple  (Z>),  with  whom,  when 
at  the  end  of  our  journey ,  we  fliould  lod  ge  as  his  guejlsy 
during  the  folcmn  Pentecojl-feaji.  And  when  they  were 
(c)  come  to  Jerufalem,  the  believing  brethren  there  re¬ 
ceived  us  into  their  communion  and  worfhip  gladly. 


SECT.  C.  FROM  VERSE  XVIII. 

* 

AND  the  day  following,  Paul  went  in  with  us  whe 
had  long  accompanied  him  unto  ( a )  James  the  Lefs^fon  of 

to  Paul  than  even  to  Agabus,  chap.  xix.  it,  (k)  Comp.  Mat. 
xxvi  42.  $ 

(*)  Simply  forgoing,  as  in  Gen.^xxxv.  1.  xlv.  9  (b)  He  might 
have  heard  Jefns  himiclf  preach.  They  had  not  then  inns  and 
fuch  accommodations  for  (hangers  and  travellers  as  we  have  now  ; 
and  it  would  be  difficult  then  to  get  a  convenient  lodging  at  Jeru¬ 
falem,  comp  chap.  xiii.  4.  (^)  A.  like  expreflion,'  as  in  Mark  vi. 

2.  John  vi  2  1  ^ 

(a)  Chief  of  the  church  at  Jerufalem,  chap.  x.  17.  xv.  15 
Peter  and  other  apoftles.  might  be  abfent  upon  their  matter's  work 
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to  change  from  evil  to  good,  that  is  excellent,  Ibid.  c  The 
devout  mod  wifely  afcribe  w  hatever  befalleth  to  the  will  of  God. 
Mart  of  Smyrna.  .Such  fortitude  and  conllancy  is  well  adapt¬ 
ed  to  firengthen  feeble  minds,  Ibid.  Affli&ions  of  the  good, 
are  over-ruled  to  general  advantage 

a  An  old  difciple  is  an  honourable  title  j  Job.  xxxii.  7.  The 
lad  vigour  of  nature  is  mod  fitly  fpent  in  the  fervice  of  Chriftj 
offices  of  coidial  love,  and  generous  friendlhip. 


Seft.  G 
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A'pheus ;  and  all  the(£)  elders  of fpecial  authority  from 
th^ir  diflinguifhed  knowledge  were  prefent  to  give  us  their 
affectionate  welcome .  And,  when  he  had  faluted  them 
with  a  tender  embrace ,  he  declared  particularly,  in  order 
and  at  lengthy  what  gracious  things  a  merciful  God  1  had 
wrought  among  the  Gentiles,  who  till  then  were  aliens 
from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael ,  by  means  of  (d)  his  mi- 
niftry.  And  when  they  heard  it  they  glorified  the 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrijl ,  and  laid  unto  him  who  did  communi¬ 
cate  thofe  glad  tidings ,  Thou  feeft,  beloved  b  brother 
Paul, how  many(>)thoufandscof  Jews  there  are  colhfted 
from  different  parts  to  celebrate  the  feafl ,  which  believe 
the  divine  Saviour  and  his  gofpel ,  and  they  are  all,  as  yet, 
zealous  of  obferving  the  (/)  ritual  Mofaic  law.  And 
they  are  informed  of  thee  from  manifold  reports ,  that 
thou  teacheif  all  the  Jews  which  are  living  among  the 
Gentiles  to  (g)  forfake  Mofes d  in  effect, now  and for  ever , 
faying.  That  they  ought  not  to  circumcife  their  (h) 
male  children, neither  bind  themf elves  by  this  initiatory  rite 
to  walk  (/')  after  the  other  legal  culloms.  What  is  it 
therefore  (j)  you  ought  to  do?  the  multitude  mull 

elfewherc.  (A)  A  kind  nf  ecclefiaftical  fen  a  tors  j  but  more  from 
their  pious  advancement  than  age,  fee  chap  23.  xv.  6,  22,  23. 
(c)  So  Greek,  comp.  Rom.  iv.  31.  (d)  In  Macedonia,  Greece, 

Athens,  Achaia,  Corinth,  &c.  chapter*  xvi.  xvii.  xviii.  xix. 
(e)  Grrek,  myriads.  Uefides  thofe  in  Aits  ii.  41.  iv.  4.  Many 
there  were  without  the  city  Jerufalem.  (/)  See  Rom.  x.  2.  Gal. 
i.  J4.  This  warm  attachment  to  the  fhadow,  did  continue  till  Je- 
rnfilem  and  the  temple  were  deftroyed,  and  the  Nazarenes  ftiU 
longer,  (g)  Comp.  Jer.  xxix.  32  ( h )  This  he  did  not  yet  plain¬ 

ly,  hut  rather  did  accommodate  himlelf  to  fuch,  A£ts  xvi.  3  1  Cor. 
ix.  2c •  (/)  Live,  Mark  vii.  5.  Rom.  vi.  4.  viii.  i.  (j)  Or  which 

REFLECTIONS* 

*  God,  in  all  good  things,  is  to  be  owned.  What  adds  to 
his  glorious  praife,  is  a  chief  joy  to  his  true  fervants.  b  En¬ 
dearing  mcthods'are  ever  proper  to  engage  attention.  c  Mul¬ 
titudes  under  uneffential  miftakes,  are  neither  to  be  defpifetl 
nor  offended.  So  great  a  number  of  JewUli  converts  affords 
a  valuable  teftimony  of  the  gofpel  d  Mofaic  ceremonies  are 
rendered  quite  unneceflary  by  what  Chrift  hath  done.  The 
gofpel  is  not  the  abrogation  of  the  law  properly,  but  the  ful- 
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needs  come  together  from  all  parts  hither  out  of  curio (?v 
and fonchiefs :  for  they  will  foon  hear  that  thou  art 
come  lo  fcrufalcm ,  and  watch  thy  conduct  narrowly.  1  lo, 
therefore,  this  to  prevent  living  unnaeffary  njf  'cna ■,  that 
we  now  c  fay  to  thee  ;  Wc  have  four  men  among  us 
Chrijiians ,  with  a  Jlrift  Nazaritc  vow  (k)  on  them  ; 
them  take  into  your  foeiety,  and  purify  thyfelf  by  fir-t¬ 
able  ritual  obfervances  with  them,  and  be  at  charges  of 
nccejfary  ficrifu.es  with  them,  that  they  may  be  at  liberty 
afterwards  lo  llvave  their  heads  before  admiffim  into  the 
tabernacle:  that  all  men  may  know  that  thofc  things 
whereof  info  great  a  nicafure  they  were  informed  con¬ 
cerning  thee  are  nothing  fuel?  as  report  would  make 
them,  and  that  thou  thyielt  walkeil  orderly  (1),  and 
Jiill  kecpelt  the  law  of  Mofex.  As  touching  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  which  believe  in  Chrijt ,  there  is  no  ground  to  be 
afraid  of  their  difplcafure  fiorn  the  above  prop  fa  l,  for  we 
have  already  written  and  decreed  (///)  in  a joiemn  apof- 
tolical  council ,  that  they  arc  under  divine  command  to  ob¬ 
serve  no  fuch  things,  (ji)  in  order  to  their  eternal  fubva- 
lion ,  fave  only  that  they  keep  themfelves  from  (o)  eat¬ 
ing  things  offered  to  idols,  and  from  blood,  and  from 
llranglcd  animals,  and  from  fornication,  dhen  the 
great  good  Paul,  who  readily  became  all  things  to  all  men, 
as  fur  as  he  could,  corfenting,  took  the  men  who  had  en¬ 
gaged,  and  the  very  next  day  purifying  himfelf  as  the 
law  directs,  together  with  them,  (/>)  entered  into  the 
facred  temple  of  Jerufalem ,  to  fignify  in  prefenee  of  both 
priejlx  and  people  the  complete  accofrnplifhment  of  the 
flat  ut  cd  days  ( q )  of  purification,  until  that  an  offering 
fhould  be  ofTered  for  every  one  of  them  in  their  turns. 
And  when  the  feven  days  f,  agreeable  to  cujlom ,  were 

may  rot  he  apprehended  on  fuch  an  occafion.  (^)  See  Num. 
vi.  25.  Adts  xiii.  18  xxiv.  18.  Zealous  perfons  ufed  10  be  at  part 
or  the  whole  charge,  though  the  expence  was  conliderable,  Ice 
ffeph.  Ant .  1.  six.  c.  6.  Sedt  1.  This  was  common  and  popular. 
(/)  Providence  was  foon  to  render  thefc  pradtices  impollible,  Hrb. 
viito  13.  (m)  Comp,  chap  xv.  2c,  23,  30  («)  See  Adis  xv. 

if  5.  (0)  Comp.  Adis  xv.  nj.  (/>)  See  verie  24.  (7)  Comp. 
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filment  of  it.  e  See  notec.  1  Malice  is  fo  fufpicious  and 
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(r)  almoft  ended  Ay  proper  facrificcs ,  the  Jews  which 
were  of  (j)  Afia,  and  had  coate  to  celebrate  the  Pcntccofl- 
when  they  f.iw  him  about  to  worffip  in  the  temple, 
Lined  up  all  the  jjeople  to  wrath ,  and  laid  violent 
hands  on  him,  crying  out  bitterly ,  0  men  of  Il’rael  (/), 
help  the  caufe  of  ' jujUce  till  fo  grofs  an  offender  be  p miffed: 
T  his  is  the  hatejul  man  that  teacheth  all  men  every 
where  ap;air.il  the  Jtwff  people,  and  the  (u)  mojl  un- 
quejtionabk  law  cf  GT7,  and  the  peculiar  f anclity  of  this 
place  :  and  further,  heinoujly  aggravating  his  crimes ,  he 
has  even  brought  prefane  Greeks  alfo  into  the  temple, 
and  hath  thereby  miferably  (x)  polluted  this  holy  place. 
(For  they  had  fecn  before  with  him,  familiarly  conven¬ 
ing  in  the  city  (y),  Trophimus,  known  to  be  an  Ephe- 
lian  and  uncircumcifed ,  whom  they  likewife  raffly  fup- 
pol'ed®  that  Paul  had  brought  into  the  temple.)  And 

Kum.  vi.  13,14,19.  (r)  Some,  about  to  be  ended,  or  in  the  way 

towards  it,  comp  chap.  xxi.  18,  26.  xxii  30.  (/)  PolEbly  from 

Ephefus  comp.  Ails  xix.  y.  xr.  3,  31.  (^)  Now  was  verfe  ic,  21. 
fulfilled,  fee  chap.  xix.  29.  (»)  Comp.  chap.  xvi.  13  xvii.  6. 
(1)  Made  common,  Matth.  xv.  11,  1 8,  2c.  Arts  x.  15.  No 
foreigner  muft  enter  here,  was  written  on  the  feparating  wall,  be¬ 
tween  the  outer  and  inner  court,  Jofepkus,  l^>h.  ii.  19.  (j)  See 
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blind,  as  to  confound  the  caufe  of  one  man  with  another,  even 
where  they  have  no  connection.  The  Jewilh  Chriftians  would 
have  thought  him  highly  culpable  if  he  had  not  done  fo.  Our 
Lord  hirrifelf  bore  wift  prejudices  and  inftilled  truths  into  mens’ 
minds  no  falter  than  they  could  receive  them.  The  molt  pru¬ 
dent  upright  people  in  the  world  may  be  miftaken,  or  mifre- 
prefented.  We  ought  never  to  believe  on  the  credit  of  a  noi- 
ly  rabble.  Unlefs  religion  be  condemned  unheard,  it  cannot 
be  condemned  at  all.  »  Precaution  ought  ever  to  comport  with 
the  llrictelt  integrity  $  Rom  xiv.  19.  Well  would  it  have 
fared  with  humanity  and  our  common  faith,  if  all  men  had, 
in  nutters  of  doubtful  and  unimportant  deputation,  imitat¬ 
ed  luch  a  yielding  example.  'The  Chriftian  inllitution  does 
not  require  a  weak  and  peevifh  Angularity :  there  is  an  obvi¬ 
ous  medium  between  enforcing  things  as  neceflary  and  con¬ 
demning  them  as  unlawful  \  comp.  Rom.  xiv.  14.  Eph.  ii. 
14,  15.  Genuine  piety  is  humble  and  benevolent.  h  Goi 
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all  the  city  (z),  by  fucb  clamorous  noife ,  was  moved  t§ 
an  extreme  degree ,  and  the  people  inceffantly  ran  toge¬ 
ther  ;  and  they  took  Paul,  the  ring-leader ,  and  drew 
him  oiit  of  the  temple  to  deftroy  him :  and  forthwith, 
left  part  of  his  blood  might  pollute  its  ' f acred  pavement,  or 
ether  impure  Gentiles  enter ,  the  doors  Were  elefe  fbut  by 
the  Levite  officers .  And,  as  they  went  about  to  kill 
him  cruelly  and  unheard ,  tidings  of  this  much  enraged 
mob,  came  unto  the  chief  captain  of  the  (a)  temple - 
hand,  that  all  Jerufalem  was  in  a  dangerous  uproar  h  : 
who  immediately  took  foldiers  and  centurions  (b)  to 
give  command ,  and  ran  down  with  fpeed  unto  them 
from  the  cafllc  (o')  for  fuppreffing  the  riot:  and  when  they 
faw  the  chief  captain  and  the  foldiers  thus  come  to  quell 
'the  tumuli.,  they  left  beating  of  Paul  as  they  had  begun. 
Then  the  chief  captain  came  near,  and  took  him,  who 
had  given  occafion ,  though  innocently ,  to  the  mob ,  out  of 
JcwiJh  hands ,  and,  to  appeqfe  them  in  part ,  commanded 
him  to  be  bound  in  tf.nir  fight  with  ( d )  two  chains  ; 
and  next,  demanded  who  he  was,  and  what  he  had 
done  to  provoke  them  ?  And,  as  ever  happens  in  cafes  of 
this  fort,  fome  cried  one  foolifh  thing  (e),  and  fome  an¬ 
other,  among  the  rafh  imprudent  multitude:  and,- 
when  he' could  not  know  the  certainty  for  the  hideous 
inconfiflcnt  tumult,  he  commanded  him  to  be  carried 
by  his  fubalterm  into  the  cattle  (/)  where  his  Roman 
guard  was  kept .  And  when  he  came  upon  the  nigheft 
itairs  which  led  thither  (g),  fo  it  was  that  he  did  not  walk 

phap  xi  4.  (r)  Comp,  verfe  28.  {a)  Greek,  commander  of  a 

thoufand,  lee  John  xviii.  3,  1 1.  Or  tribune  of  a  cohort.  This 
legion  fpr  guarding  the  temple,  lodged  in  the  caftle  Antonia. 
(£)  Having  an  hundred  under  them,  (r)  See  verfe  3+  (r/)  One 

inr  his  hands  and  another  for  his  feet,  comp,  verfe  1 1.  chap.  xii.  o, 
7.  A  beathen  is  made  life  of,  to  defend  and  dutch  this  faithful 
fervant  of  God,  from  bring  deftroyed  by  religious  pr^fellhrs. 
(e)  See  chap.  xix.  3  i.  (f)  Named  Antonia,  in  honour  of  Antho* 
py  ;  and  built  by  Herod.  (^)  There  was  a  number  of  them.  Jfeft'- 
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can  r.iife  up  guardians  to  religion,  from  the  mod  unexpe&cd 
quajfer  l  Let  us  adore  providence,  and  purfue  our  duty  with 
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but  was  borne  up  in  a  fort  of  the  foldiers  for  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  encompajftng  people.  For  the  multitude 
of  the  unthinking  barbarous  people  followed  dofe  /till 
after,  crying,  in  the  fiercenefs  of  their  anger ,  Away  with 
him  out  of  life ,  and  let  not  the  world  be  longer  troubled  with 
fuch  a  wretch .  And  as  Paul  was  juft  about  to  be  led 
front  off  the  fair-head  into  the  cattle,  he  faid  unto  the 
chief  captain,  May  I  be  allowed  iff),  fir,  to  fpeak  unto 
thee  for  my  defence  and  in  very  few  words ?  Who  laid,  in 
fome  furprife,  Canft  thou  indeed  fpeak  Greek  (/')  ?  Art 
not  thou,  as  certain  of  this  people  have  declared ,  that 
bafe  Egyptian  which  fome  little  while  before  (  j)  thefe 
days  madeft  an  hideous  uproar,  and  leddett  out  into 
the  wildernefs  no  lefs  than  four  thoufand  men  {k)  on 
pretext  of  freedom ,  and  that  were  abfolute  murderers  ? 
But  Paul  faid,  1  am  a  man  which  am  a  Jew  of  Tarfus, 
and  not  the  Egyptian  you  have  mentioned ,  a  city  of  Cilicia, 
(/)  a  citizen,  therefore ,  of  no  mean  city,  if  you  confider 
either  grandeur,  antiquity, or  fame  for  the  liberal  arts:  and, 
I  befeech  th ee,fir  '1,  fuffer  me  to  fpeak  from  hence 
Unto  the  people, for  evincing  my  innocence,  and  how  great 
wrong  they  have  done.  And,  when  he  had  given  him 
licence  for  thofe  ends,  Paul  ftood  on  the  ftair^  where  he 
could  be  both  well feen  and  heard,  and  beckonccf  with  the 
hand  (m)  unto  the  clamorous  people  :  and  when  there 
was  made,  by  this  means ,  a  great  filence  (n),  he  fpake 

(t)  Comp  Mark  xv.  44.  Luke  xxii.  49.  A  preface  full  of  refpett. 
(/)  See  Neh.  xiii.  24.  {j)  Under  the  prefident  Felix.  ( k )  Comp- 

Mat.  xxiv.  26.  They^hcreafed  to  neat  30,00  o  ;  and  were  led  by 
the  Mount  of  Olives  nigh  to  Jerufalem,  where  they  were  aflured 
that  the  walls  of  the  city  would  fall  down  before  them.  They 
were  routed  by  Felix  with  confiderahle  daughter.  Jofcph.  Ant.  1  xx. 
B.  Jud.  !.  ii.  They  carried  lhort  fwords,  for  killing  by  furprife  ; 
hence  probably  called  Sicarii.  (/)  See  chap.  xxii.  28.  ix.  1 1,  3-. 
(«)  Comp.  chap.  xii.  17.  xiii.  19.  (>,)  So  chan.  xii.  17.  With 

licence  given  to  fpeak ;  the  chains  might  be  taken  from  oil  his 
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courage.  '  A  brave  man  retrains  the  cowardly  infufls  of  the 
populace  and  preferves  order.  Even  the  judgement  of  zeal 
mutt  not  be  pled  lo  jullify  murder. 


232  act^O!  tiie  Chap.  XXII. 

unto  them,  at  fome  length ,  in  the  Hebrew  (0)  tongue, 
faying. 


C  II  A  P.  XXII. 

SECT.  Cl.  FROM  VERSE  I 

MEN  of  my  own  dear  country a,  brethren,  and  fa¬ 
thers,  by  defeent  from  the  fame  holy  patriarchs., 
and  on  each  of  thefe  accounts  objeds  of  Jincerc  ( a )  tender 
love ,  hear  ye  with  patient  regard  my  defence  which  I 
would  make  now  unto  you,  againjt  the  late  accufation  f 
yifiatic  Jews.  (And  when  they  heard  that  he  fpake 
thus  fir  in  the  vulgar  Hebrew  (6)  tongue  to  them, 
they,  though  numerous ,  kept  the  more  filcnce :  and  he 
faith  on  as  follows :)  1  am,  verily,  a  man  which  am 
known  to  be  a  Jew  ( c )  of  the  common  flock  with  yourf elves, 
born  in  Tarfus,  a  chief  city  (d )  in  the  neighbouring  pro¬ 
vince  c/Cilicia,  yet  by  pious  parents  brought  up  at  conft - 
dcrabfe  cxpence,  with  other  Jludcnts  from  my  youth,  in  this 
very  city:(<?)j  at  the  feet  of  well  known  (f)  rabbi  Ga¬ 
maliel,  and  taught  by  him  according  to  the  perfeft 
manner  of  the  law  of  the  ancient  fathers  (^)  with  all 
their  unwritten  traditions ,  and  was  even  (/>)  zealous  to¬ 
ward  God,  as  ye  all  are  this  day.  And  I  pcrfecuted 
to  the  utmojl  of  my  power  this  way  of  Jefus  in  its  open  ad- 

liands.  ( 0 )  Thus  he  would  he  mod  generally  underflood. 

(«)  See  chap  vii.  1,  Fathers  might  be  added,  for  the  fake  of 
rulers  prefent.  (6)  Comp.  chap.  xxi.  40.  The  Syro  Chaldaic 
Original  Hebrew  was  not  commonly  underflood  in  Judea,  at  this 
time,  (c)  See  Phil  iii.  (;/)  See  chap,  xxi  39.  (£-)  Or  his 

daily  hearers.  So  Eholars  were  in  ufe  to  fit  upon  mats  laid  around 
the  mailer’*  chair,  fee  Luke  iv  2c.  x.  39.  {/)  One  of  the  drifted 
faft,  chap,  v  34.  fee  lad  note,  (g)  Comp.  Gal.  i.  14.  Aids  xxvi. 
j.  ( h J  Fervent  in  praftice  and  exaction  from  others,  chap.  xxi.  2c - 
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*  To  provoke  attention  and  good  will,  is  the  way  to  be  of 
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herents  (7)  unto  the  death,  binding  with  that  view,  and 
.  delivering,  by  powers  obtained,  into  prifons  b  both  men 
and  women  of  every  rank  and  quality.  As  alfo  the  high 
prieft  hi  mf elf  doth  c  bear  me  witnels  (f),  if  you  fhall  afk , 
and  all  tli efubordinaied  eftate  of  thefenatorial  elders  : 
from  whom  alfo  fome  years  fince ,  l  received  letters  of 
commijfion  ujito  the  Jew  if  brethren,  and  went  on  the 
road  to  Damafcus  the  capital  of  Syria ,  with  refolutc  pur - 
pojc  to  bring  them  which  were  profffors  of  the  Chrijtian 
religion  there  bound  as  criminals  unto  Jerufalem  for  to 
be  puni  Hied  with Jlripes ,  in  the  rnqft  foletnn  and  exemplary 
manner.  And  it  came  to  pafs,  that,  as  I  made  my 
journey  thither ,  and  was  come  nigh  unto  the  execution 
of  my  own  warm  but  ill  directed  zeal  in  Damafcus,  about 
high  noon,  fuddenly  there  fhone  from  heaven  2.  (k) 
great  light,  furpaj/ing  that  of  the  fun,  round  about  me. 
And  I  fell  (l)  in  the  utmojl  terror  of  amazement  unto  the 
paved  ground,  and  then  heard  a  voice  diflindly  faying 
unto  me  (m),  Saul,  Saul,  why  thus  cruelly  perfecuteft 
thou  me  ?  And  1,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  Hebrew 
language ,  anfwered,  as  I  was  able,  who  art  thou  («), 
Lord  ?  And  he  infant ly  faid  unto  me,  I  am  Jefus  of 

)■ 

fxvi.  j.  (1)  See  chap.  ix.  2.  xviii.  25,  26.  (j)  Comp  Matth. 

Xxvi.  59.  Afts  ix.  1,  a.  (£)  Greek,  lufficient,  copious  ;  like  Lu, 
vii.  11.  1 1.  Atfs  xiv.  2  1.  comp.  Adis  xxvi.  13.  (/)  See  chap.  ix. 

4.  (w)  Mark  of  great  concern.  (»)  A  title  of  honour.  He  might 
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fervice  in  difeourfe.  b  Thofe  persecutions  which  fliew  no  fe« 
fpeft  to  either  age  or  fex,  are  the  molt  furious,  chap  viii.  3. 
ix.  2.  Unfan£hfied  learning  makes  bonds  ftrong,  by  furnifli- 
ing  fpecious  arguments  of  oppofition.  When  fanclihtd,  it  be¬ 
comes  gloriouily  inftrumental  of  good.  c  He  comes  out  of  the- 
world  with  all  the  warmrh  of  his  own  natural  temper,  the  hie 
(Sf  the  academy,  and  the  zeal  and  bigotry  of  a  pupil  to  the  pha- 
fifaic  doctors,  comp  A&s  vii.  58.  Yet  all  this  tends  only  to 
difperfe  believers,  and  fpiead  Chriftianity  the  paore.  When 
religious  fc£U  quarrel  for  any  time,  almofl  every  thing  widens 
the  breach.  They  who  have  obtained  mercy,  (honld  make  if 
their  care  often  to  to  colic  particulars,  comp,  1  Tim.  i.  r<fc- 
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(0)  Nazareth  whom  thou  perfecuteft  in  my  beloved 
people.  And  they  that  were  attending  with  me  as  com¬ 
panions  and  fervants ,  law  indeed  the  refplcndent  light* 
and  were  fore  (p)  afraid  ;  but  they  heard  (y)  not  in 
an  articulate  manner  the  voice  of  him  that  fpake  fo  aw¬ 
fully  and  intelligibly  to  me.  And  I, furrendering  to  him 
at  difcrction ,  faid,  What  {hall  I  henceforth  do,  Lord,  to 
obtain  forgjvcncfs d  ?  And  the  great  good  Lord  faid  unto 
me.  Arilc  from  the  earth ,  and  go,  make  out  thy  journey 
into  Damafcus,  and  there  it  fhall  be  told  thee  of  all 
things  (r')  which  are  appointed  for  thee  to  do  in  my 
caitfe.  And  when  l  could  not  fee  for  the  overpowering 
(j)  glory  of  that  heavenly  light  which  had  Jlruck  dir  eh 
■upon  me ,  being  led  by  the  hand  of  them  that  were  in 
company  with  me,  I  came,  under  great  change  of  mind  and 
purpofc ,  into  Damafcus.  And  one  Ananias  (0,  who 
believed  in  Jefus ,  a  devout  man,  at  the  fame  time ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  law  of  Mofes ,  having  a  good  report  ( u ) 
for  his  knowledge  and  virtue  of  all  the  Jews  which  dwelt 
there,  came  unto  m t,  foon  after  my  arrival,  and  (.v) 
Hood,  to  be  feen  by  others ,  and  faid  unto  me,  both  in 
their  and  my  hearing ,  Dear  Chrijlian  brother  Saul,  re¬ 
ceive  thy  light.  And  the  fame  moment  cf  that  hour  I 
looked  upon  him.  And  he  faid,  under  heavenly  direc¬ 
tion ,  The  God  of  our  patriarchal  Jezvi/b  fathers  hath 
(y)  chofen  thee  for  infant  fervicc ,  that  thou  fhouldeft 
know  his  will  more  at  large  than  ever ,  and  fee  that  emi¬ 
nently  j uit  One,  (z)  whom  thou  duljt  hate  and  perfecute , 


fnppofe  rhefpenkcr  to  have  been  an  angel,  eliap.  ix.  (5)  Ufiially 
fo  'ermed  of  th*  Jews,  from  contempt  (/>}  Comp.  Dan.  x.  7. 
(-7)  Mn  contradiction  therefore  to  ch*p.  ix.  7.  fimilar  to  John  xii. 
29  romp.  Gen.  \i.  t.  (r)  Partly  fulfilled  by  Ananias,  and  partly 
by  vifions  and  immediate  revelations  to  htmfelf  (/)  Comp.  Lu. 
ii.  9.  r  Cor.  xv  .jr,  4t.  2  Cor.  ii:.  7.  (/'  See  chap  ix.  l( .  (// )  Like 
chap.  v:.  ^  x.  22.  xvi,  7.  He  was  one  who  could  not  feduce,  or 
be  fedn  :ed.  (,v)  See  char.  i.\.  17.  Luke  iv.  29.  (j)  Gre^k,  taken 

thee  up  as  it  were,  in  his  hands,  comp  AAs  ix.  15  xxvi  16.  A 
mod  prudent  choice  of  epithet,  (z)  The  Mefliah,  chap.  ii;.  14. 


reflections. 

*  Tender  expoftulations  of  mercy,  are  fitted  to  {often,  Job. 
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and  fhouldeft  obediently ,  in  all  time  coming,  hear  doftrine 
from  the  voice  of  his  own  blcffed  inouth.  For,  in  place 
of  continuing  an  oppofer ,  thou  lhalt  in  time  coming,  be  his 
Jteadfi/l  witnefs  unto  all  men  {a)  whatever,  of  what 
tliou  haft  fecn  relative  to  the  great  exalted  Mcjfiah,  and 
Jibe-wife  heard.  And  now,  why  tarrieft  thou  ?  arife 
•with  jpeed,  and  be  baptized  in  public  manifcflation  of  thy 
faith ,  and  thus  ( b )  wafli  away  thy  former  fins,  calling 
then  and  afterwards,  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  (c) 
for  every  needful fuccour.  And  it  came  to  pats,  that, 
when  I  was  come  again  from  Damafcus  and  Arabia  ( d ) 
to  Jerulalcm,  even  while  I  prayed  in  the  boly(e)  tem¬ 
ple  l  was  put  by  God  in  a  trance  (/"),  with  all  my  bodily 
f  nf's  fajl  locked  up;  and  faw  him  by  clear  difeernment  to 
my  mind ,  faying  unto  me.  Make  hafte  hence ,  to  preach 
elfcwberc,  and  get  thee  quickly  out  of  Jerufalem  alto¬ 
gether:  for  they  whom  you feek  to  fave c,  looking  upon  you 

vii.  52.  Pfal.  xlv  8  lfa  liii.  it.  If  Saul  had  fecn  Jefus  on  the 
road  to  Damafcus,  he  ftill  wanted  the  neceflary  apoftolical  quali¬ 
fication  of  feeing  and  hearing  from  hirn  more  at  large,  comp  2  Co, 
xii  1,  Stc.  (rf)  See  chap.  xxvi.  «7,  18  (b)  Or  be  thou  wafhed 

Syr.  Arab.  Have  the  outward  fign  thereof,  Ads  ii.  38.  xiii.  24. 
(e)  Comp.  1  Cor.  viii.  6.  Comprehends  faith,  profelfion,  and  obe¬ 
dience,  Ads  ii.  21.  36.  Rom.  x.  12,  13.  (d)  Chap  ix.  26.  (?)  See 
Mat.  xxi.  13.  Ads  ix.  to.  xviii.  9.  (/)Comp.  Ads  x.  ic.  Not  the 
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xxii.  22.  *  To  defirc  the  fpiritual  benefit  of  thofe  whom  we 

have  formerly  hurt  by  a  bad  example,  is  eflential  to  genuine 
lepentance.  Force  of  argument  enrages  fome,  and  even  hardens, 
Atfts  v.  28.  Caufes  of  ignorance,  like  Paul’s,  are  very  piti¬ 
able.  Chrift  would  have  him  wait  till  he  (hould  be  delivered 
up,  even  as  himfelf  was  ;  fo  Polycarp.  This  is  true  fteadfaft 
brotherly  kindnefs,  if  we  feek  that  all  the  brethren  together 
with  us  may  be  faved.  Martyrs  of  Smyrna.  They  are  not  to 
be  commended  who  voluntarily  repair  to  the  judgement  feat 
of  perfecu  tors,  ibid.  The  Lord  Jefus,  though  invifible,  is  ever 
prefent  with  his  church,  and  attentive  to  the  temper  with 
which  his  gofpcl  is  received.  He  removes  faithful  and  un¬ 
gratefully  received  minifters,  Rom.  x.  21.  The  gofpcl  will 
never  be  totally  rooted  out  of  the  world.  The  life  of  our  fouls 
was  in  that  commiflion  of  preaching  to  the  Gentiles.  Abufed 
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as  an  apoflaie,  will  not  yet  receive  thy  (g)  tqftimony 
concerning  me  or  my  doctrine .  And,  having  had  quite 
a  different  view ,  I  faid,  under  deep  affection  for  my  dear 
countrymen ,  Lord,  How  Jhould  this  be  ?  for  they  know 
fall  well  that,  with  the  utmrfl  eagemefs  1  imprifoned  great 
numbers  once ,  and  even  beat  till  their  very  (fi)  jkjh  was 
torn ,  in  every  (f)  fynagogue  where  I  had  power ,  them 
cf  all fexes  and  ages  that  believed  on  thee,  and  trujled  io 
thy  word.  And  when  the  blood  of  thy  early  magnani- 
worn  (j)  martyr  Stephen  was  fhed  by  cruel  Jionivg ,  I 
alfo  was  ft.mding  by,  and  confenting  from  the  heart 
unto  his  death,  and  kept,  in  proof  of  this ,  as  guard ,  the 
upper  raiment  of  them  that  flew  him.  And,  after  all 
I  could  allege  for  preaching  firfl  among  the  Jews,  he,  the 
hleffed  Majler ,  laid  unto  me,  Depart  therefore  from  Je- 
rufalcm forthwith:  for  I  will  fend  thee  far  hence  unto 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles  (£)  with  my  divine  and  eminently 
fuccefsful  mefpige  of  fialvatiqn . 


SECT.  Cir.  FROM  VERSE  XXII. 

AND  they  gave  him  quiet  attentive  audience  unto 
this  alarming  word,  cf  their  being  nationally  rejefted  from 
the  {a)  Mejfmb's  kingdom .  and  the  Gentiles  taken  into  their 
room ;  and  then,  as  with  one  confent ,  lifted  up  their  loud 
enraged  voices,  and  faid  (/>)  again, ,  Away  with  fuch  a 
wicked  blafphemous  fellow  from  the  earth  ;  for  it  is  not 

fame  with  z  Cor  xii.  2.  (g)  Or  evidence,  chap.  ix.  29  (^)  So 

Gretk,  coinp.  chap.  viii.  3.  xxii.  4.  (/>  See  Mat.  x.  13.  A<5U  xxvi. 
3.  (  /)  Or  witnefs,  chap,  vii,  iM.  (/•)  Defpifed  by  the  Jews  as 

unclean,  and  every  way  unworthy,  comp.  Eph.  ii.  13.  Gal  i  16. 
ii.  8,  I’anl  appears  to  have  been  born  at  Tarfus.  and  to  have  fpent 
his  childhood  there  j  comp.  chap.  xxvi.  4,  5.  Gal  i.  14  Scon 
after  which,  he  may  have  continued  his  fludits  at  Jcrufahm,  but 
Under  clofe  reftritfions  as  to  religious  inquiry. 

h?)  What  pointed  to  Dent.  iti.  21.  Ifa  Ixv.  t.  was  quite  into¬ 
lerable  to  them.  (&)  See  ch  *p.  xxi.  36  Luke  xxiii.  .  S. 
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mercy  will  bring  on  wrath  to  the  uttermoft,  1  ThefT.  ii.  16. 
popular  clamqur  cannot  juftify  what  is  illegal. 
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fit  that  he  fhould  live  to  pollute  men  longer  with  fo  grofs 
impieties.  And  as  they  thus  tumultuoujly  and.mcejfantly 
.cried  out,  and  caft  off  their  (c)  upper  clothes  in  the  mad? 
>icfs  of  their  impatience  to  have  him  killed ,  and  their  readi- 
nefs  to  /lone  (d)  him  at  a  moment*  s  warning,  and  with  wild 
r^e(ir)  threw  duft  into  the  air,  the  chief  captain, /a;*, 
appeafing  their  rage  if  poffible,  commanded  him  to  be 
brought  farther  into  the  cattle  Antonia ,  and  bade  that 
lie  fhould  forthwith  be  examined  under  torture ,  by 
fcourging,  that,  from  extorted  confeffion  by  this  means , 
lie  might  know  (/)  out  of  his  own  mouth  a  wherefore 
they  (£)  cried  fo  vehemently  againft  him.  And  as  they 
of  the  foldiery f tripped  and  bound  him,  to  that  end ,  with 
thongs ,  Paul,  willing  to  maintain  the  regard  due  to  his  con¬ 
dition ,  and  to  prevent  offence  among  weak  Chriflians ,  faid 
to  the  commanding  centurion  that  flood  (A)  by b.  Is  it 
lawful  for  you  who  have  the  care  of  good  order  and  peace , 
to  fcourge  a  man  (?)  that  is  a  Roman  citizen ,  an dthaf 
too  uncondemned  after  fair  trial  ?  When  the  centu¬ 
rion  who  had  given  the  command  from  his  fuperior ,  heard 
that  alarming  particular ,  he  went  and  told  the  chief 
captain  of  the  guard,  faying,  take  heed,7?r,  what  thou 
doll:  in  the  matter  we  are  now  upon  ;  for  this  man,  whom 
you  would  have  to  be  examined ,  appears  to  be  a  Romau 


(  )  Cloaks.  {(I)  Comp.chap.  vii.  58.  ( e )  Say  fome,  that  they  might 
fignify  he  was  a  diihirber  of  both  heaven  and  earth.  Or  to  cover 
them  as  mourners.  (/")  Amidft  thefe,  they  put  various  queftions, 
A  hideous  practice.  (  g)  What  his  real  crime  was,  fo  Mat.  xxvii. 
37  Mark  xv.  26.  (S>)  6ee  Mat.  xxvii  31.  (/)  Such  indignity 

was  prohibited  in  clear  terms,  and  feverely  punifliable.  Tarfus,  as 
a  city,  was  more  than  once  gifted  with  the  immunities  and  privi- 
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“Where  no  diftin£t  accufation  is  given  in, nor  fliadow  of  proof, 
a  prifoner  ought  to  be  difmifled.  Examination  by  torture  is 
abl'urd  and  tyrannical.  b  Though  Chriftians  fliould  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  fuller  the  word  things,  yet  when,  with  good  confer¬ 
ence,  they  may  avoid  them,  it  is  their  duty,  1  Cor.  vii.  21. 
Civil  privileges  muft  not  tamely  be  given  up  to  the  infolent 
turbulent  invader.  To  tranfmit  them  improved,  is  what  we 
pwe  to  poftcrity. 


*3*  ACTS  OF  THE  Chap.  XXIII. 

citizen.  Then  the  chief  captain  h'tmfef  came  to  Paul , 
and  faitl  unto  him,  tell  me  plainly,  art  thou  a  Roman 
citizen  ?  He  faid,  yea ,  fuel)  is  ;;;y  undoubted  privilege. 
And  the  chief  captain  who  little  apprehended  this ,  an- 
fwered  his prifoner  in  furprife  :  with  a  great  fum  ( j )  of 
money  obtained  1  this  ufiful  and  honourable  freedom  ;  and 
Paul  faid,  in  return  to  his  imported  quejtion ,  how  camcjt 
thou  by  it  ?  But  J  had  no  fitch  need,  for  (4)1  was  free  born. 
Then  ftraightway  they  departed  from  him  by  a  new 
command,  (/)  which  fliould  have  examined  him  with 
fevere  tortures:  and  the  chief  captain  alfo  was  affraid 
(m)  on  account  of  the  length  he  had gone,  after  he  knew 
for  certain  thjt  he  was  a  Roman,  and  becaufe  he  had 
(o  much  as  bound  him  by  his  inferiors,  with  a  view  to 
fcourging.  On  the  morrow,  becaufe  he  would  have 
known  the  ( n )  certainty  wherefore  he  was  accufed 
of  the  Jews,;;;  c/ v  than  at  prefent  it  was  pojfdde for  wife  and 
tumult  together ,  lie  loofed  him  by  order  from  his  bands 
that  be  might  have  full  liberty  to  plead ;  and  commanded 
the  chief  of  their  priefts,  and  all  their  council  ciders  to 
appear,  and  brought  Paul  down  from  his  place  of  con¬ 
finement,  and  fet  him  before  them,  to  be  regularly  tried 
and  judged  according  to  the  laws  and  ufages  of  his  own 
country. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 


SECT.  CIII.  FROM  VERSE  I. 


AND  Paul  earneflly  beholding  the  (V)  members  of 
council,  a  bravely  and  undauntedly  laid  unto  them , 

es  of  Rome,  fee  Ads  xvi.  37.  (_/)  Through  avarice  was  now 

fur  chafed  what  before  was  gifted  to  merit.  (/{)  Lt  is  no  late  ac- 
quifiiion.  My  fathers  rejoiced  in  it  long  befoic  me.  (/)  See  verfe 
24.  (?//)  So  chap  xvi.  3^,  (»)  Or  true  caufe,  fee  Luk.'  i.  4.  Ads 

ii.  36.  xxv  26. 

(a)  See  Ads  i.  to.  iii  4. 
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•  Fortitude  is  the  proper  refult  of  a  good  confcicnct.  Men 


Sea.  cm. 


APOSTLli.  ^^9 

(b)  Men  and  brethren,  though  at  prefent  appearing  before 
you  as  a  malefactor ,  I  have  lived  in  the  main ,  firjl  as  a 
Je  w,  and  now  as  a  Chrijlian ,  to  the  utmojl  of  my  power y 
in  all  good  ( c )  confluence  before  a  heart- fe  arching  ami 
rein-trying  God  until  this  prefent  day.  And  the  high' 
prieft  ( d )  Ananias  commanded  them  that  flood  by 
him  for  orders  h  at  the  bar ,  to  fmitc  him  (e)  on  the 
mouth,  as  an  infamous  impertinent  liar .  Then  faid  Paul 
unto  him  (f\  with  fome  indignant  heat,  God  (hall  finite 
thee,  thou c  whited  wall  of  a  hypocrite ;  for,  flttefl  thou 
C?)  to  juc^ne  a^tcr  the  law  which  he  hath  given, 
4  and  thus  commanded  me,  though  unconviClcd ,  to  be 

(*)  Comp.  chap.  xxii.  i.  (c)  Sec  chap.  xxiv.  16.  2  Tix„ 
i.  3.  Phil.  i.  27.  Greek,  I  have  had  my  converfation. 

(d)  Not  the  fame  with  Annas,  Jofeph.  Ant.  1.  xviii.  c.  28. 

(e)  He  treats  him  as  a  renetrado,  and  apnftate,  comp.  1  Kings  xxii. 

24.  John  xviii-  22.  (/)  Though  undefervedly  fmote,  the  reproof 

given  to  the  tyrant  was  harfh  How  unlike  John  xviii.  23.  Yet  he 
does  not  pray, as  fome  have  thought.  Prophets  may  ufe  freedoms 
which  belong  not  to  others,  fee  i  Kings  xviii.  18  2  Kings  tit.  15. 
Jfa.  i.  ic.  Luke  xiii.  31.  The  apoftle  might  miftake,  as  wcllas 
another  man.  Though  infallible  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  doftrine,  he  was  not  fo  in  his  words  and  actions  of  common 
life,  or  upon  other  occafions.  Some  conceive  this  to  have  been 
faid  by  the  fecret  impulfe  of  a  prophetic  fpirit.  In  the  heginning 
of  the  Jewifti  war,  hishoufe  was  reduced  to  afhes,  himfelf  dragged 
out  and  flain,  Jfph.  BA.  Jud.  1.  ii.  c.  1 7.  Luke  xiii.  32.  ( j>)  This 
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are  compliant  and  fra&able,  when  they  are  perfuaded  that  you 
mean  to  profit  and  not  hurt  them.  Moderation  and  equity 
are  underftood  to  be  capital  crimes  by  fome,  when  extended 
to  a  man  accounted  by  them  the  leader  of  heretics-  It  is  be¬ 
traying  the  caufe  of  truth  not  to  appear  for  it  boldly  at  all 
hazards.  b  To  treat  an  unjudged  perfon  after  a  harfli  manner 
i;.  wicked  tyranny,  comp.  1  Kings  xxii.  24.  Jer.  xx.  2.  John 
xviii.  22.  A  magifirate  ought  to  confider  his  panel  in  no 
other  light  than  that  of  an  abfolute  ftranger.  c  To  pretend 
the  care  of  religion,  and  to  he  eftranged  from  the  temper  of 
it,  is  bafely  hypocritical,  or  argues  grofs  felf-ignorance,  Mat. 
xxiii.  27.  '*  To  begin  a  judgement  with  punching,  is  terribly 

iniquitous.  Fortitude  requires  a  found  knowledge  of  duty, 
with  fui table  practice.  Warm  tempers  do  fometimes  exprels 
their  fentiments  with  a  degree  of  unreafonable  afperity,  Eph. 


i40  ACTS  OP  THB  Chap.  XXIII. 

fnntten  before  an  ajfembled  court ,  contrary  to  the  (/>)  law 
in  one  of  its  clearefi  points  ?  And  they  that  flood  by, 
interpofing  for  the  honour  of  magiflracy ,  faid,  (/')  reviled.' 
thou  by  fuch  impious  language ,  God’s  appointed  high  pried 
for  facred  matters  ?  Then  faid  Paul  melt  ingenuouflv ,  I 
wilt  not  indeed  brethren,  while  heated  by  the  abuj'c  which 
he  was  the  canfc  of  \  that  he  was  the  Jewilh  high  prieft : 
for  (j)  it  is  written,  and  might  have  been  recollected , 
thou  lhalt  not  lpeak  evilc  of  the  ruler  (k)  of  thy  peo¬ 
ple.  But  when  Paul  perceived  as  he  did  look  about 
him ,  that  the  one  part  of  his  judges  were  unbelieving 
(/)  Sadducees,  and  the  other  believing  indeed  butaffetted 
hypocritical  Pharifees, f  lie,  hoping  to  give  a  turn  to  their 
unanimous  proceedings ,  cried  out  in  the  council  fo  as  to 
be  diftinflly  heard ,  (»i)  men  and  brethren,  I  was  and 
jtill  am  a  Pharifee,  in  religious  principle ,  and  the  fon  of 
a  (/z)  Pharifee,  who  did  tenderly  watch  over  my  education  : 
of  the  hope  s  of  heaven  upon  good  grounds ,  and  refur- 

as  yet,  was  allowed  to  the  Jews,  except  in  capital  crimes.  ( h )  See 
Lev.  xix.  15.  John  vii.  5.  (/)  Comp,  verfe  3.  Perhaps  he  himfelf 

was  confounded  with  the  juftice  of  the  rebuke,  and  could  not  re¬ 
ply,  fee  Luke  xi.  45.  ( j )  Ex.  xxii.  8.  That  office  was  often 

changed,  and  Paul  had  been  much  out  of  Jerufalem,  fee  Eftli.  ii. 
2.  (A)  In  the  place  of  a  niagiftrate,  or  prince,  he  did  now  aft. 

(/)  See  verfe  8  ccmp.  Afts  iv.  1,  2.  They  had  great  influence 
Afts  v.  *  7.  ;  and  were  raifed  to  high  dignities,  jefeph.  Ant.  b.  xiii. 
c.  ie.  (w)  See  verfe  1.  (//)  See  Afts  xxii.  23.  Phil.  hi.  y. 
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iv.  26,  31,32.  Jam.  i.  19.  20.  'Honour  is  due  even  to  a 
wicked  magiftrate,  on  account  of  his  office  ;  and  his  ralhnefa 
oppofed  with  prudence  and  decency.  f  They  who  differ  wide¬ 
ly  among  themfelves,  do  fometimes  join  together  againfl  the 
truth.  To  feledf  the  fitted  means,  and  apply  them  with  ex- 
quifite  art  and  method,  is  a  fpecial  gift  of  God.  s  For  the* 
eafe  and  fafety  of  his  people,  Jie  doth  fometimes  divide  their 
adverfaries  among  themfelves.  What  if  pleafed  him  to  reveal,1 
we  ought  carefully  to  examine,  1  John  iv.  1.  John  v.  39.  A 
proper  time  for  reforming  abufes  ftiould  be  waited  for.  Dif- 
putes  concerning  the  fundamentals  of  religion,  db  fometimes' 
lead  to  carefully  beneficial  inquiry.  Thefe  admit  of  the  ftricleff- 
evidence,  and  fhould  be  ltudied.  Whatever  generally  pleafej^ 
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feclion  of  the  dead  by  a  new  life  which  leads  to  that  pure 
evcrlajling  enjoyment,  I  am  at  prefent  called  in  queftion. 
And  when  he  had  fo  faid,  there  arofe  from  thence , 
a  warm  immediate  differlfion  h  between  the  (0)  popular 
Pharifccs,  and  the  powerful  Sadducees ;  and  the  mul¬ 
titude  around  them  befides  was  greatly  divided  even  as 
their  leaders.  For  it  is  well  known  the  Sadducees, 
(/>)  from  feripiure  ignorance ,  fay  that  there  is  no  refur- 
re&ion  after  death,  neither  ( q )  angel  good  or  bad ,  nor 
yet  inferior  (r)  I'pirit  of  any  kind  ;  but  the  Pharifecs free - 
ly  confcfs  both.  And  there  arofe  in  the  ajfemhly  a  great 

(  ,)  Comp,  chap  xv.  *.  John  vii  43.  x.  T9.  (/>)  See  Mat.  xxii.  23. 

Kefurredtion,  and  exifting  again  alter  death,  are  the  fame  Paul 
declines  as  yet,  with  gr-at  wifdom,  to  make  mention  of  thrift,  fee 
chap,  x vii.  n.  (y)  They  might  explain  thefe  of  divine  powers,  in- 
fpirations,  movements  of  the  human  mind  only,  fee  Mat.  xxi.  27. 
( r )  Comp.  Mat.  xxvii.  3  c.  Luke  xxiii.  46.  Adts  vii.  39.  Hcb.  xii. 
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taftes  not  vitiated  by  education,  may  be  traced  to  a  juft  clear 
ground.  From  what  wc  are  curious  to  know  of  the  divine  works, 
as  well  as  from  the  Hate  of  the  moral  world,  and  many  other 
confulerations,  we  are  induced  to  believe  that  our  prefent  ftate 
Would  be  very  imperfect  without  a  filbfequent  one  Why- 
fee  fo  far,  and  have  defire  fo  much  raifed,  only  to  be  difap- 
pointed  in  the  end  ?  By  analogy  w^e  muft  conclude,  that  the 
like  defires  would  be  fruftrated  in  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
other  planets  and  fyftems  ;  and  thus  the  beautiful  fcheme  of 
nature  never  be  unfolded  to  any  of  them.  Therefore  our  pre- 
fen  t  ftate  can  only  be  the  dawn  or  beginning  of  our  evidence  j 
.a  ftate  of  preparation  and  probation  for  farther  advancement. 
To  advance  gradually  may  be  proper  and  neceflary  When  a 
new  objc£l  comes  within  our  reach,  the  addition  to  our  know¬ 
ledge  is  the  greater  by  that  means.  h  Praifes  bellowed  upon 
fome,  are  interpreted  as  fo  many  flights  and  affronts  palled 
tipon  others.  When  two  Tides  fiercely  contend,  things  do  often 
come  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  God  alone  can  calm  the  temped. 
Religion,  by  this  means,  has  loft  her  luftre,  and  wull  never  re¬ 
cover  it  while  a  faculty  of  obftinate  defending  is  underftood 
ito  he  an  admired  talent.  Too  many,  even  wife  people  in  the 
main,  defpnir  of  acquiring  certainty,  and  content  themfdves 
with  veiy  general  views.  There  is  great  danger  in  efpoufin^ 
piinciples  and  hvpothefes  borrowed  from  ab'ftra£fc  fciences, 

1-1  h 


ACTS  OF  THE 


242 


Chap.  XXIII- 


cry  from  this  commotion  of  mind  \  and  the  (s')  Scribes, 
whofe  principle  office  it  was  to  Jludy  and  explain  the  ferip - 
iures,  that  were  of  the  Pharifees’  part  arofe  to  put  an 
end  to  the  meeting ,  and  ftrove  violently  to  this  purpofe ,  fay¬ 
ing,  We  find  no  evil  at  all  to  condemn  in  this  man  whom 
you  have  called  us  to  try  and  judge:  but  if  a  human  fpirit 
who  has  left  our  abodes ,  as  he  would  feem  to  aver ,  or  an 
angel  of  higher  rank  hath  fpoken  to  him  for  confounding 
thofe  Sadducean  unbelievers ,  let  us  not  (t)  pretend  to  fight 
again fl  Almighty  God,  whofe  undoubted  meffengers  they 
are ,  hut  patiently  wait  the  event.  And  when  there 
arofe  Jlill  more  and  mere ,  a  great  clamorous  noify  diflen- 
fion  as  to  liberating  or  proceeding  againft  the  pr if  oner,  the 
chief  captain  («)  fearing  left  Paul,  who  began  the  fray , 
fhould  have  been  pulled  in  pieces  of  them,  command¬ 
ed  the  foldiers  to  go  down  for  jujlice*  fake,  and  to  take 
him,  if  need  were ,  by  force  from  among  them,  and  to 
bring  him  fafe  into  the  caftle  Antonia  again . 


S.E  C  T.  CIV.  FROM  VERSE  XI. 

AND'the  night  foil  owing,  the  Lord  Jeffs,  to  appear - 
ence ,  (tf)ftood  by  him  there ,  and  faid.  Be  of  good  cheer 
Paul a  amidfl  all  your  prefent  difficulties  and  apprebenftons : 
for  as  thou  haft  teftified  with  fo  much  plahmcfs  and  good 
refolution  (b)  of  what  concerns  (r)  me  in  Jeruftilem,  fo 
muft  thou  bear  like  faithful  refolute  witnefs  for  my  caufe 
alfo  at  the  celebrated  city  of  Rom t,feat  of  empire ,  and  me¬ 
tropolis  of  the  world.  And,  when  it  was  day,  certain 
of  the  bigoted  Jews  (d)  fecretly  met  and  banded  toge- 

23.  (/)  See  Mat.  ii  4.  (/)  Comp.  chap.  v.  39.  x.  19.  (a)  Or 

tribune,  having  had  information. 

(a)  This  might  be  either  invifion,  or  dream,  comp.  Luke  i\  9. 
xxiv.  4.  Afts  xii.  7.  (b)  See  chap  xviii.  (c)  My  religion 

and  glory.  ( d )  Chiefly  of  the  Sadducean  left,  who  cook  offence  at 

REFL  ECTIONS. 

3  Chrift  ever  feafonably  ftrengthens  his  fervants.  He  de¬ 
termines  for  them  their  places  and  labours.  To  be  approved 
and  encouraged  by  him,  is  preferable  to  any  deliverance,  Phil. 
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ther  againfi  the  life  of  that  holy  and  excellent  man ,  and 
bound  thcmfelves  under  a  horrible  curfe  (e)  of  execra¬ 
tion from  every  thing  good ,  faying.  That  they  would  nei¬ 
ther  eat  nor  drink b  till  they  had  killed  (/)  Paul  the 
apojlate.  And,  black  as  the  dejign  was,  they  were  more 
than  forty  which  had  made  this  rqfh  wicked  conspira¬ 
cy  (*;,/*  that  if  one  did  fail  another  might  execute.  And 
they  came  without  referve ,  to  the  (h)  chief  priefts  be¬ 
longing  to  Aaron's  family ,  and  their  ajfifiing  elders,  and 
laid,  We  have  one  and  all  bound  ourfelves  under  a 
great  curfe  of  God  agaivfl  fitch  as  draw  back,  that  we 
will  eat  nothing  (i),  be  the  obfiacles  ever  fo  numerous , 
until  we  have  flnin  this  pejl  of  a  fellow  Paul.  Now, 
therefore,  ye  who  hear  us,  with  the  whole  collected 
council,  go,  fignify  in  perfon  to  the  chief  captain,  as 
your  requefi,  that  he  forthwith,  fiuit ably  to  a  matter  of fuch 
neceffary  public  moment,  bring  him  down  unto  you  from 
his  place  of  confinement  to-morrow,  as  though  ye  would 
inquire  fomething  more  perfectly  fill  concerning  the 
guilt  wherewith  we  have  to  charge  him  :  and  we,  or 
ever  he  come  near  where  the  court  is,  that  no  part  of  the 
blame  may  fall  upon  you  %  are  ready,  at  all  adventures ,  to 
kill  him  who  has  fo  long  dijlurbed  our  peace.  And  when 
Paul's  lifter's  fon,  by  one  mean  or  other ,  heard  of  their 

his  late  difeourfe,  fee  chap.  xix.  40.  (e)  Comp  Mat.  xxvi.  74.  Pfal. 
cii.  9.  (f)  Comp,  chap  xxii.  21.  xxv.  1 ,  3.  (g)  Or  perhaps  all 

fet  on  him  at  once,  for  certainty  and  fpeed.  They  might  pretend 
hereby,  to  imitate  a  Phineas,  or  Mattathias  (/’)  Comp,  verfe  2. 
chap.  xxii.  5,  3c.  (i)  Signs  of  great  earneftnefs,  as  in  Luke  xxii. 

REFLECTIONS. 

i.  2o,  & c.  b  Inordinate  zeal  confiders  all  who  differ  as  ene¬ 
mies  of  God,  John  xvi.  2.  Luke  vi.  15.  The  tranfports  there¬ 
of  are  mod  outrageous  Prudence  is  courteous,  lb  as  to  charge 
none  without  proper  evidence.  The  pious,  in  a  way  of  plain 
duty,  leave  all  to  be  over-ruled  as  God  will.  A  defign  of  mur¬ 
der,  avowed  with  impunity  and  before  the -chief  magiftrates,  is 
hideous,  John  xvi.  2.  They  counfel  in  vain  whom  God  abhors, 
and  determines  to  defeat.  Job.  v.  13.  It  is  always  in  favour 
of  innocence,  when  bafe  methods  are  taken  to  injure.  c  Lies 
and  murder^  in  the  way  offalfe  zeal  are  diabolical,  John  viii. 
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lying  in  wait  for  a  life  fo  precious ,  he  went  and,  under 
pcrmijjien ,  entered  into  the  caftle,  and  told  bis  uncle 
Paul  iv bat  their  bloody  intention  was.  Then  Paul,  like  a 
man  of  fenfe  and  bufincfs,.by  a  fervant ,  called  one  of  the 
centurions  on  guard,  unto  him,  and  laid,  Bring  this 
young  man,j£r,  unto  the  chief  captain:  for  he  hath 
a  certain  d  interefting  thing  to  tell  him  (j).  So  he  took 
him  from  thence ,  and  condefcendingly  brought  him  to  the 
chief  captain,  and  faid,  Paul  the  c^/r/^-prifoner  called 
me  unto  him,  and  prayed  me  with  earneftnefs  to  bring 
this  young  man  unto  thee  who  hath  lomething,  as 
he  affirms ,  to  fay  unto  thee  which  dtferves  thy  peculiar 
notice .  Then  the  chief  captain,  after  a  gentle  obliging 
manner ,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  went  with  him 
afide  privately,  where  he  might  fpeak  with  freedom,  and 
alked  him,  What  is  that  affair  thou  hall  to  tell  me  of? 
And  he  faid,  giving  at  the  fame  time  his  rcafons  (£),  1  he 
leading  Jews  have  agreed  to  delire  thee,  that  thou 
wouldeft  bring  down  Paul  to-morrow  into  the  coun¬ 
cil,  as  though  they  would  only  inquire  femewhat  of 
him  more  perfectly  than  they  had  time  and  leifure  for 
until  now.  But  do  not  thou,  fir,  for  peace  and  jujitce * 
fake  {Is),  yield  unto  them  :  lor,  l  Jo  affine  thee,  there 
{m)  lie  in  wait  for  him  of  them  more  than  forty  men, 
which  have  bound  themfelvcs  with  an  oath  of  dread¬ 
ful  execration ,  that  they  will  neither  (« j  eat  nor  drink 
till  they  have  killed  him  whom  thou  hajt  in  charge :  and 
now  are  they  of  the  council  ready,  looking  for  a  (o) 
promife  to  the  above  effect  from  thee. 

15.  Afts  ii.  3c.  ( j)  None  are  name^.  The  deletion  was  of 

high  public  moment.  A  aifeovery  could  not  hurt.  (/•)  See  verfe 
xv.  (/)  Comp.  chap.  xxi.  14.  (w)  Or  would  be  a  cu.-fs  before 

Ood,  u  they  did  eat,  or  drii.k.  (>.)  Comp.  Eflh.  iv.  7,  liztk. 

yi .  26. 

REFLECTIONS. 

M-  d  No  proper  means  of  lafety  ought  to  be  negledcd,  Ads 
xxvii.  24,  &c.  e  Inoilkesof  truft,  integrity  and  prudence  are 
jpoll  elfential. 
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80  the  chief  captain  then  let  the  young  man  de¬ 
part,  and,  on  bis  way  .out,  with  great  wifdom  and  integri¬ 
ty,  thus  peremptorily  charged  him.  See  thou  tell  no  man- 
that  thou  hail  Hiewed  thefe  things  to  me,  both  for  the 
pr  if  oner's  fake ,  and  that  of  the  public*  And,  becaufe  he 
was  unwilling  needlejsly  to  irritate  the  factious  Jews ,  and 
was  accountable  for  the  life  of  this  fame  pr  font  r,  he  called 
unto  him,  by  one  of  the  guard ,  two  centurions,  whom 
he  could  JKcfi  confide ,  laying.  Make  ready  with  difpatch 
and  as  little  noife  as  may  be ,  two  hundred  jW  foldiers  to 
go  to  Cefarea  ( a )  on  the  fea  coajl ,  and  horfemen  three 
fcore  and  ten,  and(7;)  ipearmen  two  hundred,  at  the 
third  hour  (7)  of  the  night  from  fun  fit :  and  provide 
them  (d)  beaits,  that  they  may  let  Paul  on  with fuch 
as  jhall  be  more  immediately  anfwerable ,  and  bring  him 
fafe  unto  ( e )  Felix  the  governor.  And  he  alfo  wrote 
a  letter  after  this  precife  (/ )  manner:  (g)  Claudius 
I.yfias  ( h ),  who  commands  at  Jerufalem ,  unto  the  moll 
(0  excellent  governor  (yj  Felix,  fendeth  (£),  greeting 
him  with  bejl  wifloes  of  health,  joy,  and  peace .  This  man 
Paul ,  whom  l  have  fini  under  a  Jlrong  guard ,  was  tiimul - 
tuoujly  taken  of  the  Jews,  and  fliould,  to  all  appearance , 
have  been  killed  of  them:  then  came  I  with  a  power¬ 
ful  band  like  an  army,  and  after  due  care  (/),  refeued 

(<*)  Comp,  chap  viii.  4c.  x  f.  On  account  of  a  ready  com¬ 
munication  with  Rome,  the  prelidents  of  Judea  very  often  refided 
here,  Tacit-  An.  1.  xviii.  (A)  Greek,  them  that  take  with  the  right 
hand  j aveiins  or  bows.  (<r)  At  nine  of  the  night.  Paul  was  a 
Roman  ciiiz.n,  and  behoved  to  be  cared  for.  (r/)  As  camels,  or 
hoi  ks,  lee  Luke  x.  34.  xix.  35.  (e)  brother  of  Pallas,  raifed  from 
being  a  ihve  to  high  power.  Jofephus  calls  him  Claudius  Felix,  in 
honour  of  the  emperor,  his  early  patron;  and  Tacitus,  Antonius 
Felix,  in  honour  of  that  emperor's  mother,  whom  he  ferved. 
(/')>)rlorm.  (o)  An  illultnous  Roman  name,  and  probably 

given  him  when  he  was  made  a  citizen  of  Rome,  by  favour  of 
Claudius.  (A)  A  Grecian  name,  chap.  xxiv.  7.  (/)  Common 

ftyle  then  among  the  great.  Honedly  given,  Luke  i.  3.  Felix 
was  cruel  and  libidinous,  Tacit,  (j)  Under  the  Roman  emperor, 
and  over  Judea.  (A)  Or  falutiDg,  fee  chap.  xv.  23.  (/)  Sec  chap. 
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him  from  their  fury ,  with  fo  much  the  more  diligence,  hav¬ 
ing  underftood  fince  that  he  was  a  Roman  citizen . 
And,  when  (///)  I  would  have  known  the  caufe,  by  a 
regular  examination ,  wherefore  they  accufed  him  in  fo 
•vehement  a  manner ,  I  brought  him  forth,  with  that  •view , 
into  their  (w)  council:  whom  I  perceived  Joon  to  be 
accufed  of  certain  nice  controvcrfial  quellions  of  their 
Jewijh  ( 0 )  law,  but  to  have  nothing  laid  to  his  charge, 
even  if  there  had  been  fufficient  proof  worthy  of  being 
punijhed  with  death,  or  fo  much  as  of  iwprifonment  and  (p) 
bonds.  And  when  it  was  told  me,  how  that  the  Jews 
laid  (<7)  wait  for  the  unhappy  man  to  cut  him  off,  1  fent 
him  ftraightway  from  ‘Jerifalem  to  thee,  and  gave  com¬ 
mandment  to  his  accufers  alfo,  who  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  after  he  was  gone,  (r)  to  lay  before  thee  my  fuptrior , 
what  they  had  farther  to  urge  againft  liim(j  ).  Farewell. 
Then  the  foldiers,  as  it  was  commanded  (/)  them, 
by  the  equitable  tribune ,  took  Paul  and  brought  him 
by  night  marches  to  («)  Antipatris,  ort  the  J'ea  coojl. 
On  the  morrow',  they  left  their  horlemen  to  go  to 
Cefarca  with  him.  and  the  foldiers  on  foot  returned  to 
(.v)  the  caftle.  Who  when  they  came  to  Cefarea,  and 
delivered  the  epiftle  to  the  governor  Felix,  from  Lyfias , 
prefented  Paul  alfo  before  him.  And  when  the  go¬ 
vernor  had  read  the  letter,  he  alkcd  of  what  province 
lie  was,  whom  they  bad  brought  hither.  And  when  he 
underftood  by  them  that  he  was  of  (y)  Cilicia,  I  will 
hear  thee  apologize  for  tbyfelf  faid  he,  when  thine  ac¬ 
cufers  are  alfo  come  up.  And  he  commanded  him 
till  then,  to  be  kept  dijlintt  from  other  prijoners  in  Her 
rod’s  (2)  judgement  hall. 

xxi.  31,  &c.  iv  7.  ( m )  There  is  fome  degree  of  diffimulation 

here,  comp.  chap.  xxii.  25,  &c.  He  aimed  at  praife.  (/;)  See 
chap  xxii.  3c.  (0)  comp.  chap,  xviii.  15.  (p)  He  becomes  a  kind 

of  apolugift  for  Paul.  (//)  Verfe  xii.  15,  20.  comp-  chap,  ix, 
24.  (r)  See  verfe  35.  xxii  16.  (/)  Comp.  chap.  xv.  2y. 
(t)  Or  chief  captain.  («)  Called  of  old  Caphor  and  ixalam.*, 
1  Mac.  vii.  3  j.  In  the  middle  between  Joppa  and  Cefarea,  rebuilt 
by  Herod  the  Great,  and  called  after  the  name  of  his  father  (a) 
It  was  not  fafe  to  leave  this  place  long  expofed  to  l'cditious  Jews, 
efpecially  after  fuch  a  difappointment.  (y)  See  chap  xxi.  39. 

xxii.  3.  (=)  A.  place  of  fhme  honour,  built  by  Ilerod,  comp. 

Mat.  xxvii.  2;.  A  kind  of  date  prifon,  fee  A£U  xii.  17,  &c. 
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SECT.  CVI.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

AND  after  five  days  from  bis  being  brought  to  Ce+ 
/area,  (a)  Ananias  the  high  prieft,  in  perfon ,  de- 
fccnded  thither  from  Jerufalem  with  the  elders  of  the 
JewijJo  people  belonging  to  the  Sanhedrim ,  and  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  famous  Roman  ( b )  orator  of  thofe  times  named 
(e)  Tertullus,  who  informed  the  governor  what  they 
had  to  witnefs  againft  Paul,  And  when  by  the  proper 
officer  of  court ,  he  was  called  forth,  Tertullus  began  to 
accufe  him,  faying,  for  fubjlance  as  follows  :  ( d )  Seeing 
that a  by  thee,  we  of  this  province  enjoy  great  quietnefs, 
and  that  (e)  very  worthy  deeds,  for  fuch  good  end ,  are 
done  unto  b  this  whole  nation  by  thy  attentive 
(/)  providence.  We  accept  it  always,  and  in  all 
places,  c  which  are  committed  to  thine  infpeclion ,  (£)  moft 
noble  ( h )  Felix,  with  all  imaginable  thankfulnefs  of 

(a)  See  chap,  xxiii.  1.  (5)  Named  Snphift,  or  wife,  among  the 

Greeks,  that  is,  eloquent  in  pleading,  (c)  A  Roman  name,  and 
who  probably  fpoke  in  the  governor’s  own  language.  ( d )  Here 
was  flattery,  on  purpofe  to  procure  good  will ;  for  the  contrary 
was  true,  Jofeph.  1.  xx.  c.  5,  6.  Tacit.  Hiji .  1.  v.  8,  9.  Art.  1.  xir. 
§  84.  ( e )  Such  as  taking  vengeance  upon  Eleazar  the  robber, 

and  Egyptian  impoftor,  chap  xxi.  38.  (f)  Or  fuperintendency. 

(g)  llluftripus.  Ufual  title  of  honour,  chap,  xxiii.  26.  (h)  Sig- 

REFLECTIONS. 

1  DifTemhling  fycophants  wrap  up  in  filence  what  they  fup- 
pofe  would  olFend,  and  only  fpeak  of  things  which  pleafe,  chap, 
xxi.  38.  They  alfo  infinuate,  under  both,  how  they  would 
have  their  enemies  treated.  They  who  are  moft  elaborate  as 
to  flyle,  are  often  mod  carelefs  as. to  matters  of  fa£t.  It  is 
very  painful  to  hear  the  mod  amiable  goodnefs  injured  by 
falfe  virulent  accufations.  The  righteous  tribunal  of  God 
will  put  every  character  in  true  light.  Let  us  always  thank¬ 
fully  accept  the  bleflings  of  good  government.  b  illuftrious 
qualifications  in  a  governor.  c  Magift rates  ought  to  be  chofen 
Irom  among  the  chief;  and  to  evince  that  they  are  fuch, 
lhould  be  their  higheft  ambition.  It  is  much  beneath  a  Chrif- 


$$  Acfs  of  TitE  Chap. XXiVi 

heart  to  our  fvperiors.  Notwithftanding  that  I  be  not 
further  tedious  unto  thee,  by  the  mention  of  unneceffary 
tircumftances ,  I  pray  thee  that  thou  wouldit  hear  us  of 
thy  wonted  clemency,  a  few  d  plain  and  direct  words. 
For  we  found  this  man,  now  fo  jujlly  etr.panneiled ,  (/')  a 
mojt  pcftilent  fellow  by  principle,  and  c  from  bis  artful 
noxious  influence ,  a  mover  of  fedition  among  all  the 
Jews  he  meets  with  throughout  the  ( j)  world,  and  a 
(£’)  ringleader  *  of  the  bafe  heretical  g  feet  (/)  of  the 
(?/;)  Nazarenes  ;  who  alfo,  among  other  of  his  impieties, 
hath  gone  about  of  late  to  profane  ( n )  the  f acred 
temple  at  Jerufafcm,  by  bringing  uncircumcifed  people  into 
it :  whom  we,  therefore ,  {o)  very  properly  took  up,  and 

nifying  happv  (/)  Greek,  a  pelt.  Metaphorical,  (j)  Comp, 
l.uke  ii.  i  (,{)  Military  allufion  to  fuch  as  command,  (I)  Or 
her efy.  That  is,  the  choice  of  an  opinion,  nfua’Iy  takjn  in  a  bad 
fenfe,  I  Cor  xi  19  Gai;  v.  20;  Tit.  iii  it;  ( m )  Named  from  Je- 
fus  of  Nazareth,  Mark  x  47.  Luke  xviii.  37.  John  i.  46.  Afls  ii. 
*2.  Intended  from  its  meannefs.  by  way  of  reproach,  Mat.  ii.  23. 
(/?)  Calumny,  like  Adts  xxi.  28.  ( 0 )  By  tumult,  chap.  xxi.  27,  30. 

REFLECTIONS. 

tian  chnra£ter,  to  affect  ring-leading  among  fedts  and  parties. 
In  the  fpirit  of  love,  let  us  ferve  the  prince  of  peace.  Meek- 
hefs  and  ufefulnefs  are  the  heft  methods  of  filencing  igno¬ 
rant  malicious  clamour.  d  Diftindt  and  compendious  narra¬ 
tives  are  molt  powerful,  and  fuited  belt  to  men  of  bufmefs. 
The  garb  of  truth  is  fimple,  whereas  art  and  calumny  take  n 
wide  conipafs.  e  Truly  pious  men,  and  fond  of  peace,  have 
often  fincebeen  charged  as  impioufly  turbulent.  The  mofl  fe- 
ditious  are  they,  who  hate  and  vex  thofe  who  feek  after  truth, 
comp.  chap.  ix.  23.  xiii.  50.  xiv.  5,  13.  General  unproved 
criminations  merit  no  regard.  The  nature  of  that  dodtrine 
ought  firft  to  be  explained  They  do  not  difturb  the  public 
peace,  who  calmly  differ  in  judgement,  and  are  obedient  to  ci¬ 
vil  laws.  1  It  is  noble  in  a  ipiritual  officer,  to  fight  by  fuirable 
arguments  for  the  gofpel.  s  Believers  in  Chrift,  ought  all  to 
be  denominated  from  him  A  If.  To  do  otherwife,  is  being  wicked¬ 
ly  invidious.  All  good  Chriftinns  once  were  heretics,  becaufe 
they  differed  from  J.evrilh  and  Pagan  churches;  yet  they  held, 
as  others  fince  have  done,  what  God  commanded.  The 
truth,  upon  proper  calls,  ought  net  to  be  concealed,  1  Pet. 
iii.  15. 
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would  have  (/») fairly  judged  according  to  the  rules  of 
our  divine  law.  But  the  chief  captain  of  guard  at  Je - 
i  u felt  m  for  the  time ,  even  Lyfias,  came  upon  us  when 
defining  to  do  our  duty ,  and  with  great  unexpected  vio¬ 
lence  (q)  took  him  away  out  of  our  hands,  and  as  he 
might  think  from  the  reach  of  juft  regular  proceedings  to 
fend  him  hither ,  commanding  his  accufers  afterwards ,  if 
they  chofc ,  to  come  unto  thee  forredrefs:  by  examining 
of  whom,  by  thy  well  known  care  and  ajfidnity,  thyfelf 
may  eft  take  certain  knowledge  ofallthefe/^/r/oKj  things 
to  religion  and  peace ,  whereof  we  now  accule  him.  And, 
after finifning  this f moot h flattering  adclrefs ,  the  Jews  alfo, 
who  came  along  with  Tertullus ,  alien  ted  to  the  words 
which  he  fpake,  faying.  That  thele  things  were  uri- 
quejtionably  fo  as  he  had  ftaled  them . 

SECT.  CVII.  FROM  VERSE  X. 

THEN  Paul  alfo ,  after  that  the  governor  had 
beckoned  unto  him  to  fpeak  in  his  own  defence ,  who  had 
no  hired  advocate ,  nor  fo  much  as  one  friend  in  the  court , 
nnfwered  with  an  undaunted  compofed  freedom  to  each  of 
the  above  points:  Forafmuch  as  I  know  that  thou  haift 
been  of  many  (a)  years  a  called  to  aCl  the  part  of  a  prefix 
dent  and  ( b )  judge  unto  this  nation  of  Judea,  with  the 
places  (7)  which  do  immediately  encompafs  it,  1  do  the  more 
cheerfully  anfwer  ( d )  in  thy  prejence  for  myfelf  \  be- 

ip)  Mod  fdfe,  for  they  meant  to  murder,  chap.  xxi.  31.  They  had 
power  as  yet  to  judge,  hut  not  to  infl.d  death,  (q)  They  intend¬ 
ed  murder  and  yei  complain  of  violence. 

(<a)  t  en,  7 ofeph.  Bet.  rjud.  1.  ii.  c.  ii.  (/I)  Hebrew  manner  for 
governor,  (c)  As  Trachomas  Bat.mea,  apd  Gaulnnitis.  (rf)  Greek, 
Apologize,  as  in  chap.  xxii.  i.  He  moll  exafliy  anfwers  to  Ter- 
tuilus’s  three  charges  of  fedition,  herefy,  and  profanation  of  the 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Feople  are  fafe  under  upright  judges  that  know  the  law. 
We  arc  commanded  to  render  unto  magiftracy  all  due  reve¬ 
rence,  fo  far  as  we  may  without  wounding  our  confluence, 
jVnrt.  of  Smyrna.  Grave  and  fimple  language  is  the  fitteft 
for  truth.  'J  ht  exordium  of  this  narrative,  or  fpeeck*  is  ele- 

1  i 
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caufe  that  thou  who  art  not  ignorant  of  our  cufioms% 
mayefl:  well  underftand,  and  by  an  eafy  proof  that  there, 
are  yet(j;but  twelve  days  lince  I  went  up  to  the  Pentc- 
cofl fcafi  at  Jerufalem,  for  to  wovfliip Almighty  God ,  along 
•with  my  other  devout  countrymen.  b  And  they,  all  that 
lime ,  neither  found  me  in  the  temple  ( f)  fo  much  as 
difputing  with  any  man  between  the  intervals  of  prayer 
and  jacrifcc,  neither  raifing  up  the  people  there  in  the 
fmallejl  degree ,  neither  in  the  fynagogues  without  the 
temple ,  nor  in  the  city  elfewhere\  neither  can  they 
prove  by  argument  and  witneffes  which  may  be  relied upon, 
the  verv  flocking  ~  things  whereof  they  have  now  the 
hard'tncfs  to  nccufe  me  in  fuch  prefence.  But  this  I 
readily  A  confcfs  unto  thee,  nor  will  ever  recede  from, 
that  after  the  (£jway  of  religious  belief  and  obedience, 
which  they,  my  perfections,  call  (h)  herefy,  fo  worfhip  I 
the  God  of  my  (/)  ever  memorable  fewijh  fathers,  be¬ 
lieving  with  the  heart  all  things  which  are  written  in 
the  e  law  of  Mofes ,  and  the  (j)  fubfequent  prophets. 
when  underfood  as  they  ought  concerning  the  divine  mind 
and  will.  And  have,  in  particular  f,  hope  toward  the 

temple.  (?)  Greek,  ten  and  two,  fo  chap.  xix.  7.  He  came,  like 
other  Jews  who  had  been  ahfent,  and  was  taken  and  imprifbned 
before  the  feaft,  fo  as  to  have  no  time  for  feditious  praftice?,  chap, 
xx  j  6.  comp,  chap  xxi.  17,  18,  26  xxii.  3c.  {/)  Which  yet  was 

lawful  about  religious  matters,  and  in  certain-  of  its  court*,  (j?)  See 
chap,  xviii.  26.  xix.  23.  (/>)  Ora  fefh  (/')  Comp,  chap  iii.  13. 

v.  y.  2  Tim  i  3  A  regard  to  paternal  chides,  was  held  honour* 
pble  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  (J)  S.ee  chap.  xxvi.  6.  7, 
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gant.  b  Compofure  and  reverence  are  due  to  folcmn  atts  of 
devotion.  c  The  later  that  things  have  been  done,  the  more 
certain  we  may  be  of  them.  It  is  a  maxim  founded  in  realoa 
and  humanity,  that  crimes  are  not  to  be  prefumed.  d  Lying 
orators  make  but  a  fight  imprelhon.  By  the  Roman  law, 
both  parties  were  to  be  heard  before  fentence  was  puffed.  To 
prove  and  not  to  afl’ert,  is  the  province  of  reafon.  To  detedb 
ialfehood  is  one  method  of  cllabliihing  (ruth.  What  makes 
for  tire  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  mankind,  fhould  be  pub¬ 
licly  owned.  e  What  is  written,  and  not  oral  tradition,  is  ra 
bi.  our  rule.  r  Hope  re fp eels  what  is  good,  and  e  ver! ailing 
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righteous  power  of  God,  that  he  muft  fulfil  whatever  he 
hath  promt  fed,  which  they  themfelves  who  have  come  to 
accufe  me  alio  (/■)  allow,  that  there  fhall  hereafter  B  be  a 
refurrecHnn  of  the  (/)  dead,  both  of  the  Jtncercly  juff 
(m)for  cndlefs  happinefs ,  and  for punifb merit  of  the  unjiilh 
.And,  Giving  to  this  great  efficacious  argument ,  herein  (n) 
do  i  clojiiy  exercife  mvfelf  to  have  always  a  h  confci- 
ence  void  of  offence  by  known  evil ,  toward  God  and 
Toward  men.  Now,  be  it  further  obferved ,  fr,  that 
after  many  years  abfence  from  Jerufalcm ,  1  came  thither , 
not  to  diflurb ,  but  to  bring  alms  .collided  from  neighbour¬ 
ing  countries  to  ajTijt  the  poor  of  my  prefent  needy  na¬ 
tion  and  fxcrifical  offerings  hkewife.  Whereupon, 
as  thus  pioujiy  employed ,  'certain  Jews  from  (p)  Alia  the 
Let's ,  who  raffed  the  outcry ,  found  me/  after  a  peaceable 
manner ,  purified  as  the  law  {q)  relative  to  vows  directs  in 
midft  of  the  temple,  neither  with  fufpicious  multitude, 
nor  with  fhadow  of  tumult  :  who  ought  now,  as  being 
the  firfl  attachers  of  my  perfon ,  to  have  been  here  before 

2t.  (if)  That  is,  the  Pharifees,  chap  xxiii,  6,  8.  (/)  Literally 

an  exigence,  or  (landing  again,  that  is,  future  date,  fee  Pul  xvi. 
it.  Dan.  xi‘.  2.  Hof.  xiii.  14..  («/)  Comp.  John  v.  28,  29.  *  Cor. 

v.  10.  (»)  Comp  chap,  xxiii.  1.  Phil.  i.  10.  ( 0 )  See  chap,  xi, 

29,  30  (/>)  Chap  xxi  27.  More  largely  underhood,  it  compre¬ 

hends  Jerufalcm  and  all  Canaan,  (y)  See  chap.  xxi.  26.  xxvi.  12* 
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life  above  all  things  elfe,  2  Thef.  i.  8,  9.  Rom.  vili.  25,  2 6. 
The  Chriflian  difcipline  can  only  be  unacceptable  to  thofe 
who  are  milled  by  falfe  opinions .JuJL  Mzrt.  K  fhe  promifes  of 
eternal  life  by  Chrid,  are  clear  and  numerous,  John  v.  2J,  29. 
i  Cor  xv  20,  &c.  xxvi.  52.  1  Theff  iv.  13,  &c.  2  Tim.  i.  10. 
If  diis  fimple  confdlion  of  Paul  had  been  adhered  to  generally, 
the  honour  and  peaee  of  the  church  would  have  been  great. 

11  Conlcience  is  moral  judgement  of  our  own  a£tions  applied 
m  a  right  rule.  It  teffifies  rewards  and  punifhes,  Rom.  ii.  14, 
15.  A  good  one  is  an  admirable  ground  of  hope,  A£ts  xxiii. 
).  2  Tim.  i.  3.  They  who  have  fupports  within  may  meet 
the  word  of  injuries  from  a  miftaken  unkind  world.  None 
need  fear  the  charge  of  herefy,  who  make  feripture  the  ftandard 
of  their  faith ;  and  along  with  diligent  feareh,  feek  inward  di¬ 
tine  teachings.  1  It  looks  not  like  a  malefactor,  to  be  greatly 
1  i  2 
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thee,  rather  than  any  other  (r),  and  legally  k  object  if 
they  had  ought  of  criminal  nature  dijlin6lly  proveabls 
again (1  me.  Or  elfe,  in  their  abfence ,  let  thefe  lame 
enemies  here  fay,  and  make  it  inflantly  good,  if  they,  with 
all  their  /kill,  prompted  by  former  injuries ,  ■  have  found 
any^vil  doing  in  me  while  amidfi  fuch  as  they  knew 
bcjlz ,  1  flood  unfriended  before  the  very  (.f)  council  they 
are  members  of  except  it  be  for  this  one  voice  they 
fall  think  proper  to  charge  me  with ,  that  I  cried  out,  un¬ 
der  fuitable  order  (/),  Handing  among  them.  Touching 
Jo  effential  a  doctrine  as  the  refurreclion  of  the  dead  for 
J oleum  judgement ,  l  am  called  in  queilion  by  you  this 
day. 


SECT.  CVIir.  FROM  VERSE  XXII. 

ANDvvhen  Felix  heard  from  both  parties  thefe  things, 
having  more  perfect  knowledge  of  that  Chrijlian  («) 
way,  than  thofe  who  came  to  accuje  the  apojtle ,  were  fenjibte 
of;  he  deferred  giving  judgement  between  them,  and 
laid  for  j  a ftifrcathn  of  bis  conclud ,  When  Lyfus  the  chief 
captain  {hall  come  down  to  me  at  Cefarea  from  Jerufa- 
Icm ,  *  l  will  inquire  after  and  know  to  the  very  utter- 
moll,  and  be  able  to  determine  of  your  prefen t  dif puted 
matter.  And,  difmijfing  the  affembly ,  he  commanded  a 
centurion  cf  the  company  to  keep  Paul  fife,  and  though 

(r)  Their  abfence,  and  no  particular  accufition,  was  very  fufpi- 
cioiu.  (j)  See  chap.  xxii.  30.  xxiii.  1  (/)  ch.«p  xxiii.  6.  xxiv.  15. 

(3)  Comp.  chap.  ix.  3.  xix.  9,  21.  flc  had  lived  a  good  while 
in  Judea,  vetl'c  10.  and  had  a  Jew;lh  wile,  verfe  24.  fee  chap.  xxvi. 
36  Or  by  a  change  of  the  conftmction,  i.fter  that  1  (hull  more 
exadly  have  known  of  this  way;  and  when  Eylias  Hull  come 
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helpful  to  the  poor.  They  who  accufe,  ought  to  do  fa  in 
pretence.  It  is  lawful  for  every  nun  to  be  his  own  defender. 
1  Whatever  artful  caufes  of  perfecution  nuy  be  pretended,  con¬ 
science  mull  bear  true  witnels. 

;  a  Rulers  ought  to  inform  themfelves  at  large  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  Chriltian  principles  on  public  tranquillity.  A  plain 
defence  is  more  to  be  regarded,  than  complimenting  infinuat- 
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a  kind  of  prifcner  by  that  means,  to  let  him  have  liberty 
more  than  uj'ual ;  and  in  particular ,  beftdes  freedom  from 
bonds,  that  lie  Ihoultl  forbid  none  of  his  familiar  ac¬ 
quaintance  to  minifter  b  ncccfjhry  food ,  or  come  unto 
him  for  relieving  converfc .  And  after  certain  days, 
when  Felix  came  from  a  {b)  tour  in  the  country ,  with 
his  adultrous  wife  Drufilla,  (c)  which,  though  of  Idumean 
flock,  was  educated  a  Jewel’s;  he  lent  for  Paul,  and 
heard  him  at  large  concerning^  )the  things  relative  to 
faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  And  knowing  the  character  of  his 
hearers ,  as  he  rcafoned  clop  of  the  nature  and. obligations 
to  c  l  ighteoufnefs,  which  would  give  to  every  one  their 
due ,  chafle  temperance,  and  a  judgement  to  come  after 
death,  by  fure  divine  appointment ;  (<r)  Felix,  under  horrors 
of  guilt,  from  his  bypaft  unjuft  licentious  life ,  trembled  like 
a  pa nncl,'1  to  think  cf  what  might  foon  happen ;  and/or 

down,  l  will  explicate  your  affair  at  greater  length,  (b)  Or  vifir. 
Or  from  his  own  pdace  in  Cefarea,  and  probably  nigh  to  theplaceof 
Paul’s  confinement.  (c)So  named  probablyin  memory  of  Drufus, the 
father  of  Claudius  the  Roman  emperor,  who  had  a  great  affediion 
for  Herod  Agrippa,  the  king  of  the  Jews  ;  or  of  Drufilla  Givia, 
wife  ofCofar  Auguftas,  and  mother  of  Drufus.  Joftph  and  Tacit * 
comp  chap,  xxv  13.  She  was  given  in  marriage  to  Azizus,  king 
of  the  Emelfenes,  who  fubmitted  to  be  circum:ifed.  Felix,  falling 
in  love  with  her  great  beauty,  prevailed  upon  her  to  leave  her  huf- 
band,  and  marry  him.  Suit,  c  2S.  He  was  hulband  to  three  queens, 
or  princefles,  one  after  another.  Tacit.  An.  \ ii  Hip.  5.  (d)  So 

Greek  To  difeharge  a  part  of  his  promife.  (c)  Each  of  them 
fupportabtc  by  reafon,  as  well  as  gofpel,  comp.  Ads  xvii.  3 1 . 

REFLECTIONS. 

ing  harangues.  The  native  force  of  truth  is  wonderful.  b  Al- 
nngh  y  God  can,  and  often  does,  overrule  the  fpirits  of  people 
who  are  far  from  being  good  to  favour  his  injured  fervants. 
Opportunities  of  ufefulnefs  make  confinement  itfelf  light. 
c  'Eli is  was  St.  Paul’s  preaching  Chrift,  or  the  faith  of 
Chrilt.  Not  by  outward  appearance,  bui  by  his  foul  and  un- 
dcrltauding,  is  man  dillinguilhed.  Mart,  in  Palejl .  How  much 
luperiorin  excellence,  was  Paul  to  Felix.  After  this  fort,  to 
lord  it  over  the  lords  of  the  earth  is  triumph  indeed.  LaCt. 
d  Fear  and  fome  mixture  of  grief  may  be  without  thorough 
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fake  of  inft ant  eafe ,  anfwered  bis  brave  prif oner,  Go  thy 
Way  back  for  this  time,  (/)  where ,  as  before ,  thou  Jhalt 
ix:  Jafely  kept ;  thy  doflrine ,  the  whole,  is  far  from  be¬ 
ing  amifs ,  when,  therefore ,  1  have  a  77/orf  convenient 
feufon,  than  now  to  fpeak  upon  the  like  great  *  fubjech,  I 
will  call  for  (g)  thee  again ,  that  effect.  He  hoped 
\\Mo,from  an  extreme  covetoufnefs  of  temper ,  even  in  midft 
of  his  prefent  fad  for’uoding  thoughts ,  that  money,  £y  his 
being  (If)  eonneeltd  with  fuch  multitudes  of  people,  ftiould 
have  been  given  him  of  Paul,  that  he  might  foon  loofe 
him :  wherefore  he  fent  for  him  the  f  oftener,  and 
even  communed  with  him  to  Jo  bafe  a  purpofe ,  though 
never  under  equal  good  imprcftions.  But  after  two  years 
from  the  time  of  Paul's  a r reft ,  (/)  Porcius  Feftus  came, 
by  the  emperor  Nero's  appointment ,  into  ( j)  Felix’  room 
as  governor ;  and  Felix  willing  to  fhew  the  Jews, 
whom  his  wife  was  allied  to,  and  whom  before  he  had  pro - 


Rom.  i.  18.  2  Cor.  v.  to,  11.  [  f")  Or  as  the  matter  row 

Hands.  (ff)  Yet  we  do  not  read  that  lie  ever  did,  for  religi¬ 
ons  purpoies.  (/;)  Comp  verfe  17.  (/)  Of  which  family  were 
the  renowned  Catos  of  old.  (y)  He  was  accufed  of  crimes,  and 
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repentance.  The  worfl,  when  flri£V  and  impartial  judgement 
is  taught,  cannot  always  fluft  conviction.  .Sad  il ate,  when  a 
man  is  not  able  to  endure  hinifelf.  liy  obligations  to  the  mo- 
r-il  law  the  knowledge  of  a  faviour,  and  acceptance  of  him  are 
iern  to  be  molt  needful  To  deal  plainly  as  gofpel  minilters, 
requires  a  magnanimous  heart.  What  will  the  haughriclt  fin- 
ners  one  day  appear  in  prefence  of  the  univerfal  judge.  It  is 
dreadful  to  delay  the  important  affair  of  falvation  to  an  uncer¬ 
tain  hereafter.  'We  have  no  intimation  of  Drulilla's  difeoveving 
any  remorfe.  She  might  confide  in  her  Jewilli  privileges, 
and  expert  to  be  laved  as  a  daughter  of  Abraham,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  immorality  and  wickednefs  of  her  life.  1  '1  lie  fale 
of  juflice  for  money,  is  dreadful  !  Serious  impreflions,  once 
got  the  better  of,  do  not  often  return  again.  They  who  hear 
and  tremble,  may  hear  again  and  tremble  no  more  !  Stilled 
convictions  ferve  only  to  increafe  the  weight  of  guilt  and  con¬ 
demnation.  Of  all  doctrine,  that  which  would  reconcile  the 
hopes  of  falvation  with  a  corrupt  heart  and  an  immoral  life  is  the 
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•coked p  with  various  crimes,  (k)  a  pleafure,  left  Paul  ai 
length  bound. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

SECT.  CIX.  FROM  VERSE  L 

NOW  when  Feftus  was  come  into  the  province  of 
Judea  for  government,, after  ajhort flay  of  three  days 
he  afeended  from  Cefarea  (a)  to  Jerufalem,  the  capi¬ 
tal,  for  declaring  and  entering  upon  his  office.  Then  the 
high  prieft,  and  the  chief  (A)  people  of  the  Jews,  whom 
lime  and  confideration  did  not  yet  /often,  informed  him 
who  came  to  govern  againft  Paul,  and  befought  him  for 
fpeedy  punifiment ,  and  dcfxred  this  by  way  of  early  and 
chief  (c)  favour  againft  him,  that  he  would  fend  for 
him  back  to  Jerufalem,  to  have  this  affair  judged  of  and 
determined  in  the  moft  public  manner , a  laying  wait  in  the 
way,  at  the fame  time,  without  his  knowledge,  upon  their  re* 
quefts  being  granted,  (d)  to  kill  him  by  affaffinaiion.  But 
bccaufe  he  faw  no  jujl  caufe  for  ftich  imneceffary  trouble, 
Feftus  prudently  anfwered,  that  Paul  fhould  be  kept  at 
clofc  aprifoner  asthey  cAg/f  at  Cefarea,  and  b  that  hchim- 

rec;:tled  to  anfwer  for  himfelf.  (k)  Such  Toothing  did  not  avail 
him  at  laft.  Only  a  brothers  intereft  did  five  him  from  death. 

(d)  Where  he  firft  arrived  from  Italy,  and  in  which  he  was 
cliicHy  to  refide,  fee  chap,  xxiii.  23.  (^)  Comp.  chap,  xxiii  2. 

xxiv.  1.  (r)  They  were  allowed  by  cuftom,  to  afk  fomewhat  agree¬ 
able  to  their  wifhes,  upon  fuch  admiflions.  ft)  They  expe<fled 
little  fatiifadlion  in  a  religious  conteft,  and  before  a  heathen  gover¬ 
nor;  nor  could  they  prove  any  crime  againft  Pauljuftly  capital. 

REFLECTIONS, 

vorfl.  Power  and  grandeur  arc  dangerous  fnares.  s  They 
who  admmifter  equity,  need  not  court  popular  favour  by  mean 
compliances. 

a  The  wicked  can  be  diligent  and  indefatigable  even  in  a 
bloody  purpofe.  The  belt  fervants  of  Chrift,  fill  may  be  the 
worll  ufed.  b  The  Jews  would  ha\'c  had  Taul  frit  judged  by 
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felf  would  depart  fliortly  thither.  Let  them,  there¬ 
fore,  faid  he,  which  among  you  are  mojl  able  (e)  by  au¬ 
thority,  and  mojl  Jhilful  to  plead ,  go  down  from  hence  with 
me,  and  accule  this  man  upon  proper  evidence,  if  there 
be  any  fuch  (f)  peflive  wickednets  in  him  as  you  now 
( peak  of.  And,  when  he  had  tarried  ajjiong  them  (#) 
more  than  ten  days,  fettling  proper  mcafures  of  future 
conduct  with  inferior  officers ,  he  went  down  unto  Cefa- 
rea,  where  he  ought  to  rcfide :  and  the  very  next  day/ 
fitting  on  the  judgement-feat  for  public  caufes ,  com¬ 
manded  Paul  to  be  brought  forward  fro?n  prifon .  And, 
when  he  was  co-inc  where  pannels  are  ttfually  put ,  the 
numerous  Jews  which  came  down  (h)by  fupreme  order 
from  Jerufalcm,  flood  round  about  his  place ,  and  laid 
many  ( i )  and  grievous  c  complaints  againfl  Paul, 
which  they  could  not  prove  (j)  by  proper  evidence  to  be 
j-Jlly  chargeable ;  while  he,  in  return ,  anfwered  for 
Jiimfelf :  Neither  againfl  the  (£)la\v  of  Mofcs  given  to 
the  Jews,  neither  againfl  the  temple  (/)  honour ,  nor 
yet  againfl  (;«)  Cefar  haved  I  ofFended  any  thing  at 
all;  God  is  my  witnefs .  But  Feftus  willing,  at  leajl  in 
part  (72)  to  do  the  Jews  a  pleafure,  anfwered  Paul,  and 
faid  for  (o')  obtaining  his  confent ,  Wilt  thou  go  up  to  Je- 
rufalem,  and  there,  in  an  ajfembly  of  thine  own  country¬ 
men,  be  judged  of  thefe  controvertible  things  before  me? 


(<?)  Comp.  Her.  vi  if.  A£ts  xxvii.  43  {/)  What  is  mrledivc, 

<>r  unconvenient,  as  in  Luke  xxiii.  41.  2  ThcfT.  iii.  2.  (^)  Here 

MSS.  tliffrr.  (a)  S:e  verfe  5.  (/)  Such  as  in  chap.  xxiv.  5,  6 

xvii.  7.  x t tii.  13.  (  /)  So  chap.  xxiv.  13.  (/f)  Comp.  chap.  xxiv. 
14.  xxviii.  j  7.  (/)  See  chap.  xxiv.  6,  12.  (;;/)  Like  as  in  chap.  xvii. 
%.  ( n )  Comp,  verfe  3.  chap.  xxi.  27.  (0)  To  have  done  otherwift 
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thcmfelves  as  an  heretic,  and  then  delivered  over,  as  they  had 
done  Chrifl:  before,  to  the  civil  arm.  By  what  invifihle  fprings 
doth  the  ever  blefl'ed  God  govern  the  world,  and  with  what  wif- 
dom  and  energy.  c  If  fuflicicnt  to  accufe,  who  would  be  guilt- 
lefa  ?  They  who  perfecute,  charge  the  fame  things  over  and 
over  again  with  new  violence  and  noife,  on  purpoie  to  weary 
out  their  judges.  d  Short  and  direct  terms  befit  an  innocent 
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I’hcn  faid  Paul,  who  forefaw  the  probable  iffue  if  he  had 
yielded,  I  ftand  at  Cefar’s  (/>)  judgement-feat  by  means 
of  bis  deputy ,  where  1  ought,  being  alfo  a  Roman  citizen  % 
to  be  judged  :  to  the  Jews,  as  already ,  and  in  all  the 
Ji/upliciiy  of  truth ,  averred ,  have  1  done  no  wrong,  as 
thou  alfo,  by  this  time,  very  well  knoweft.  For  if  I  be 
an  o lien der  again/I  jujlice  and  peace ,  or  have  committed 
any  thing  worthy-  of  being  punijhed  by  death  iff  elf,  I  re¬ 
fute  not  to  fufferand  die,  agreeable  to  wife falut  ary  laws: 
but  if  there  be  none  of  thefe  things  (y)  which  the 
Jlriclcjl  inquiftion  will  render  f  ill  more  clear,  whereof 
thefe  now prefent  accufe  and  are  able  to  make  out-againf 
me,  no  f  man,  aiding  in  character  and  however  high , 
may  (r)  deliver  me  UDto  them  who  are  feen  to  be  fo 
caufclefsly  adverfe ,  1  appeal  even  from  thee ,  Ref  us,  unto' 
the  fuperior  tribunal  of  Ccfar,  my  own  chief  magifrate  and 
prince.  Then  Feftus,  having  dif miffed  the  parties  for  a 
little ,  when  he  had  conferred  with  the  members  of  his 
own  council,  according  to  the  form  in  provincial  Roman 
judicatories,  anfwered  upon  their  recal,  (s)  haft  thoif 
Paul,  then  appealed  from  this  unto  the  judgement  of  Ce* 
far  K  ?  unto  CelaF  fhalt  thou  go. 

would  have  been  in  'q  in  toils  to  a  Roman  citizen,  fde  chap.  iivi.  tf. 
(/>)  Comp  verfe  8.  (y)  To  he  done  by  them  as  they  will  ;  Greek,' 
or  no  man  may  cmulinn  me  to  death,  for  the  fake  of  plea  ring 
them,  (r)  Or  feeing  thou  haft.  (/)  Such  it  was  by  commiflion* 
Matth.  livii.  i. 


REFLECTIONS. 

breafl.  e  A  good  con  faience'  is  bold  in  midft  of  great  hazards. 
e  lhe  mod:  powerful  that  are,  may  npt  do  what  they  cannot 
do  with  jultice,  comp  chap.  iii.  14.  It  is  a  Chadian's  duty 
to  ufe  the  protection  of  law  though  under  heathen  magistracy,' 
efpccially  when  their  adverfaries  are  not  of  the  true  faith.- 
When  Paul  dood  before  Fedus,  he  dood,  in  effect,  before  Ce- 
far’s  tribunal  who  wasconllituent ;  and  he  knew  his  own  rights.- 
A  judge  ought  not  to  favour  intieaty,  but  to  decide  according. 
Co  the  laws.  Socrates  in  Plato  s  An  ineondant  partial  one^ 
ihould  be  prudently  declined,  comp.  chap,  xxiii  2.  Ia  trials 
every  thing  Ihould  be  conduced  with  the  greateft  couitefy.- 
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SECT.  CX.  FROM  VERSE  XIII. 

.AND  after  certain  few  days  from  hence ,  kingf/7) 
Agrippa  (b)  the  younger,  who  obtained  his  high  title  from 
the  emperor  Claudius,  and  his  wife  (c)  Bernice,  came 
unto  Cefarea  to  falute  Feftus  the  procurator  on  his  ar¬ 
rival.  And,  when  they  had  been  there  as  vi filers 
many  days,  Feftus,  among  other  things,  declared  Paul's 
caufe  unto  the  king,  faying,  There  is  here  a  certain 
man  who  was  left  in  bonds  by  (d)  Felix,  my  predcceffor 
in  office ;  about  whom,  when  I  M  as  at  Jerufalem,  upon 
tin  early  journey  thither ,  the  chief  priefts  and  the  elders 
<>f  the  jews  informed  me  of  different  crimes  they  had  to 
charge  him  wth ,  defiring  to  have  infant  and  f eve  re 
judgement  given  againft  him.  To  whom  1  anl’wered, 
It  is  not  the  manner  of  the  Romans  (c)  upon  mere  com¬ 
plaint  to  deliver 3  any  man  to  die  before  that  he  which 
is  accufed  have  the  accftfers  face  to  face,  and  have 
full  licence  after  hearing  to  anfwer  for  himfelf  concern¬ 
ing  the  crime. b  laid  againft  him.  Therefore,  when 
they  were  come  hither  from  the  capital,  without  any 
delay,  on  the  morrow,  1  fat  on  the  judgement-feat 
for  public  caufes,  and  commanded  the  man  to  be 
brought  forth  from  prifon  lo  make  zuhat  defence  he  could, 
Againft  whom,  when  the  accufers  ftood  up  before  me, 

(<r)  Narn-d  for  Marcus  Agrippa,  the  friend  and  fm-in  law  of 
Auyultus  Cefar.  Son  of  that  Herod  who  flew  the  apoftle  James, 
A<fh  xii.  He  mud  have  heard  frequent  reports  of  ihc  spreading 
of  Chi  iiliani  y.  (/;)  For  his  pofTiflious,  fee  Luke  iii.  1.  Jufephus 
reprefents  him  as  a  prudent  fedate  man.  (c)  From  the  Greek 
Cheronice,  fee  Jofephus,  and  Juvenal  Sat.  6  Some  fay  his  filler, 
with  whom  he  was  (ufpefted  of  being  in  an  inceftuous  commerce, 
eonfult  Jofph  Tacit.  Suet.  [J)  See  chap  xxiv  7.  (e)  They  pro- 

fefs  high  regards  for  equity,  and  abhorrence  of  barbarian  ti-rce- 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  It  is  againft  the  common  law  of  reafon  and  equity  to  hear 
accufations  in  abfence  of  the  perfon  accufed.  This  is  not  to 
leek  a  trial,  but  a  fentence,  without  conviction,  Prov.  xviii.  13. 
h  The  greater  the  crime  is,  the  more  need  of  candour  and  cau- 
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they  brought  none  accufation  offuch  violent  things  as 
I  fuppofed  punijhable  ( f )  by  clear  Roman  law ;  but  had 
certain  nice  queilions  againft  him  of  their  own  JeiviJh 
(^)  fuperllition,  and  of  one  Jefus  which  was  dead, 
whom  Paul  mojt  abfurdly  (A)  affirmed  to  be  alive,  after 
being  crucified  unto  death.  And  becaufe  I  doubted  c 
what  was  fit  to  determine  of  fuch  manner  of  peculiar  na¬ 
tional  quell  ions,  l  alked  him  whether  he  would  go  up 
to  Jerufalem,  and  there d  be  judged  of  thefe  matters  of 
religious  ceremony  before  me.  But,  from  fame  fufpicion  or 
other ,  when  Paul  had  appealed  in  mofl  explicit,  terms  to 
be  referred  unto  the  hearing  (/)  of  AuguUus  Cefar 
himfefy  I  commanded  him  to  be  kept  as  before,  in  fafe 
cuftody  till  1  might  have  it  in  my  power  to  fend  him  to 
Cefar.  Then  Agrippa  faid  unto  Feftus,  I  would  alfo, 
(j)  \f  you  pleafe  %  incline  to  hear  the  man  myfelf,  upon 
what  now  begins  to  be  much  fpoken  of.  To-morrow,  faid 
he  civilly ,  thou  fhalt  hear  him  indeed. 

SECT.  CXI.  FROM  VERSE  XXlII. 

AND  on  the  morrow  when  king  Agrippa  was 
come,  and  Bernice,  with  great  (a)  pomp  of  attire  fuited 
to  their  rank ,  and  was  entered  into  the  place  of  hearing 
public  caufes ,  with  the  chief  military  (b)  captains,  and 
other  principal  men  of  the  city  for  Jlation ,  office,  and 

nrfs,  comp.  Ex.  xxx.  6.  ( f )  See  chap,  xviii.  r 4.  xxiii.  29. 

{g )  Sec  chap  xvii.  zi.  A  word  taken  from  fear  of  deities,  and  of 
middle  figrufication.  ( h )  See  chap  xxvi.  3.  (;')  An  illu (Irious 

title,  lignilying  one  to  whom  worfhip  is  due,  even  as  unto  God. 
At  this  time  proflinited  upon  Nero,  (j)  Comp.  Luke  xxiii  8* 

(a)  Greek,  much  phaniafy,  or  parade*.  ( b )  Thus  prepared  for 
Paul,  an  illultrious  theatre,  to  give  his  laft  teftimony  in  Judea, 

REFLECTIONS. 

t:on.  c  Whete  people  would  hide  their  own  faults  they  con¬ 
ceal  or  narrate  unfaithfully,  comp,  vcric  y.  They  inult  ever 
doubt  who  do  not  ferioufiy  feek  after  evidence.  d  It  is  pru¬ 
dent  to  feek  after  farther  information  upon  important  fubje&s. 
e  The  gofpel  hiftory  muft  not  be  confidered  as  a  mere  amufe- 
ment. 
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•wealth  ;  at  Feftus’  commaridment  Paul,  in  humble  garb, 
was  brought  forth  from  prifon  by  proper  J'crvant 
*  And  Feilus  briefly  faid  before  the  whole  fplendid  a;tdi - 
ence,  king  Agrippa,  and  all  men  which  are  here  pre- 
fent  with  us,  ye  now  fee  this  remarkable  man,  about 
whom  all  the  multitude  of  the  Jews  ,fince  I  came  among 
them ,  (c)  have  dealt  with  me  both  at  Jerufalem  and 
alfo  here,  to  fentencc  him ,  (d)  crying  out  with  •vehemence 
often ,  that  he  ought  not  to  live  any  longer  upon  earth. 
But  when  1  found,  upon  diligent  impartial  trial ,  that  he 
had  committed  nothing  b  worthy  of  death  ( e )  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  laws ,  and  that  he  himfelf  hath  appealed  even 
J'rom  us  to  Auguftus  Ccfar ;  I  have  determined, agreeable 
to  his  right  and  wijh ,  to  fend  him  foon.  Of  whom  not- 
withjlanding  I  have  no  (/)  clear  and  certain  thing  to 
write  unto  (y)  my  great  Lord.  Wherefore  I  have 
brought  him  in  this  open  manner^ forth  beforc(/>)you  all , 
and  Specially  before  thee,  O  king  Agrippa,  that,  af? 
ter  examination  of  the  affair ,  had  by  one  of  deep  /kill  even 
in  Jewifh  controverfies ,  I  might  have  lbmewhat  proper 
to  write  upon  fitch  a  bufinefs.  For  it  feemeth  to  me 
quite  unreafonable,  to  fend  a  prifon zr  fa  far  off  and  be¬ 
fore  fo great  a  perjonage ,  and  not  withal  to  iignify  in 
expref  terms ,  (i)  the  crimes  laid  by  his  enemies  againft 
him. 

ftr  J^fus  Chrift,  mmp.  i  Tim.  II.  j.  (c)  See  verfe  i.  Sic.  (rfj 
Comp.  chap.  xxii.  rxiv.  5  (?)  A  remarkable  tflliruory.  fee 

chap  xxii.  31.  xxiii,  9.  {/)  Comp.  chap.  xxii.  3c.  (  Imperial 

majefly  Ceiar,  Nero.  A  mrft  flattering  title,  importirg  dominion 
pver  fervants,  or  rather  Hives.  Rtfufrd  by  Auguftus,  and  even 
Tiberius,  (/i)  Comp.  chap.  xii.  6  (;)  Comp  chap.  xxvi.  39. 

As  yet  the  Romans  had  no  law  againft  the  Chriftiaus. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Integrity  is  more  honourable  ami  of  greater  excellence, 
than  all  external  pomp  and  grandeur.  Cuuofity  doth  often 
prompt  bad  people  to  hear  of  religious  matters,  who,  in  com¬ 
mon  do  (hamefully  neglect  them,  comp.  Prov.  xvii.  16. 
b  What  is  mylterious  at  the  time  is  often  over-ruled,  by  infalli¬ 
ble  divine  love,  for  good. 
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CHAP.  xxvr. 

SECT.  CXII.  FROM  VERSE  1. 

THEN  Agrippa  faid  unto  Paul,  who  flood  jufl  before 
him ,  thou  art  now  permitted  to  lpeak  for  a  de¬ 
fence  of  thyfelf,  and  with  all fuitable freedom.  Then  Paul, 
as  craving  filencc  from  the  reft,  and  to  be  ingenuoufly  attend¬ 
ed  to ,  ftretched  forth  the  hand,  and  anfwered  for  him- 
felf  in  the  graceful  manner  following :  I  think  myfelf 
happy, b  king  Agrippa,  becaufe  upon  fo  great  a  number 
of  injurious  charges  laid  in  again] t  me,  1  fliall  anfwer  for 
myfelf  this  day  ( a )  before  thee  touching  all  the  things 
without  exception,  whereof  I  am  accufed  of  my  country¬ 
men,  and  yours,  the  Jews;  efpecially  becaufe  I  know* 
thee  to  be  expert  in  all  facred  cuftoms,  c  and  even  doc¬ 
trinal  queftions,  which  are  among  the  Jews  whom  you 
govern ,  and  to  whofe  laws  you  are  attached ,  do  I  rejoice  ; 
wherefore,  thefe  jufl  grounds  of  confidence  being  premifed, 
I  befeech  thee  forfomefew  moments  to  hear  me  out,  with 
patience  and  candour.  My  manner  of  life  from  my 
youth,  which  was  at  the  very  firft ftgns  of  underflanding , 
fpent  among  people  of  mine  own  nation  at  Jerufalem, 
our  much  frequented  metropolis ,  know  all  the  Jews  there, 
and  the  multitudes  of  others  who  come  to  worfhip  thither , 
which  knew  me  from  the  beginning  of  fchool  education 
itfelf  (if  they  would  fairly  teftify  what  is  in  their  power} 
that  after  the  moll  ftraiteil  ( b )  feet  in  their  ways  of 

[a)  He  was  a  prince  of  great  dignity,  good  difpofition,  fedate 
mind,  intelligent  and  prudent  13y  ptrmiflion  of  the  emperor,  he 
diretfled  the  facred  treafure,  governed  the  temple,  and  nominated 
the  high  prieft.  Jof.  B.  J.  1.  ii.  c.  16.  (i)  Greek,  herefy.  A  word 

ot  middle  acceptation,  though  afterwards  ufed  for  a  judgement  in 

REFLECTIONS. 

1  The  criminated  fhould  have  all  due  regard  paid  to  them. 
b  Titles  of  honour  are  not  to  be  with-held  from  people  of  fta- 
tion  and  power  without  flattery.  This  argues  no  unlawful  fear. 
c  An  innocent  perfon  deflres  nothing  more  than  a  knowing  and 
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thinking  relative  to  our  ( c )  religion,  I  lived  a  keen 
fcrupuious  {d)  Pharifce.  And  now,  adapting  my 
fentimcnts  and  practice  Jtill  to  the  fpirit  of  Mofes *  divine 
hw,  l  {hind  empanncllcd ,  and  am  ready  to  ^judged  as 
criminal,  for  rejting  in  the  hope  of  the  chief  things  by 
prom ife  ( e )  made  of  the  invariable  God  unto  our  fa¬ 
thers,  Abraham ,  Ijaac,  Jacob)  David  and  others  ;  unto 
the  fulfilment  of  which  important  promife,  our  whole  chil¬ 
dren  belonging  to  the  (_/)  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael  however 
pattered,  inftantly  l'erving  God  both  (#)  day  and  night, 
hope  at  leiigth  to  come  ;  and  for  the  prime  glorious  (VjJ 
object  of  which  hopeVfake,  O  king  Agrippa,  I  am  yei 
unjujily  accufed  as  formerly  of  the  unbelieving  Jews.  It 
jtr  true,  in  place  of  an  earthly  kingdom ,  he  has  Jet  up  a 
Jpi ritual  one )  amt  promt] cs  e vet  l aj ting  life  with  hitnftf  in 
. heaven ,  which  certain  of  the ni  abfolutely  deride  ;  but  why, 
(/)  my  honoured  auditors')  fhould  it  be  thought  a  ( j) 
thing  incredible  d  with  you,  or  any  of  the  fame  Jewijh 

religion  differing  from  what  is  true,  chip.  xiiv.  5.  Tit.  iii.  10.  Then 
there  were  three  remarkable  fefts,  Phanfees,  Sacducees.and  tffene; . 
in  his  childhood  he  might  have  been  in  fli-Km  of  Tarfns,  and 
afterwards,  academically  ar  Jcn’.falem.  unJcr  ^Gamaliel.  h  )  Wor- 
drip,  James  i  if\,  2 7.  Col.  li.  18  Or  what  was  commonly  ac- 
-rmint-d  fo,  (d)  Prom  a  Hebrew  word  denoting  reparation,  by 
fop  poled  pure  faith  and  holuub  from  others,  fee  Mat.  iii.  <*>.  Acfs 
lxiii.  6.  Phil  iii.  5.  (;-)  Deliverance  1  y  the  Meifi.d),  including  A 

lit  fled  ftate  after  death,  comp.  Gen.  xxi*.  18  xhx:  10.  Dcu*.  :;v;ii. 
15  Ua  ix  rt.  7.  xi.  1.  liii.  L).,n  ix.  24,  25.  Mu-,  v.  *.  ■  (f)  Ac 
cording  to  the  1'ons  of  Jacob.  At  ifiis  time,  ten  of  them' were 
led  into  captivity,  and  di..  rot  return  as  Jud.ih  aid  from  Babylon. 
Their  early  fentirrents  however  may  he  referred  to,  along  whK 
tbofe  of  the  few  individuals  rhat  were  left,  comp  Luke  ii.  3b.  Jain; 
i  1.  (g)  Intef.l'e ly,  at  all  times  anJ  without  iniermiiTion  (/')  Vtz. 
Jelus  ot  Nazareth,  whom  the  Jews  had  crucified.  (/)  Here,  with, 
carneflncfs  he  obviates  a  tacit  objection  ;  and  we  have  ins  dilcourfe 
piobahly  much  abridged,  it  is  not  impofltble  that  the  point  of’n- 
tcnogalion  fhould  he  put  after  wby ;  and  then .  Jb-udd  if  in.  Sc;. 
Ze^h  viti  0  (y)  Greek,  Not  worthy  of  faith,  impofli  de 

held  by  S^dducces,  and  molt  of  the  heathen  wot  Id,  fee  vetfc  23. 

HEFLECTIONS. 

Upright  judge,  comp  chap.  xxiv.  io,  11.  d  He  who  created 
all  things,  is  omnipotent.  God  cannot  lie  or  break  the  promife 
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faith,  who  have  examples  of  like  kind  upon  f acred  record* 
that  God,  infinitely  powerful ,  fliould  raife  the  dead  here¬ 
after ,  to  live  as  Chrijl  now  does ,  and  to  reign  in  the  fame 
heavenly  world  with  him  forever ?  I  verily,  even  as  num¬ 
bers  of  them ,  perverted  through  prejudice  and  a  wrong  edu¬ 
cation,  thought  with  myfelf  once,  that  1  ought  to  do 
many  grievous  things  contrary  to  the  (It)  11  a 01c  and 
doftrine  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  as  an  enemy  of  heaven,  a 
vile  impoflor .  Which  cruel  tiling  1  alfo  did  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem  if  [elf,  whereunto  the  whole  Sanhedrim  were  unexcep¬ 
tionable  witneffes  ;  and  many  of  the  holy  innocent,  and 
tifcful  Chriflian  iairits  (/)  did  1  fhut  up  in  prilon  as  exe¬ 
crable,  having  received  authority  from  the  chief 
priefts  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  when  they  were  put  to 
death  by  tumultuous  violence ,  1  gave,  among  the  ref  my 
ready  pajfionale  (///)  voice  againft  them.  And  I  punilhed 
them  of  like  pej live  heretics,  in  every  fynagogue  jet  a- 
part  for  pure  pious  charitable  works ,  by  jevere  fcourgings , 
and  compelled  them  by  other  hideous  tortures ,  fo far  as  in 
me  lay ,  to  blafpheme  ( n )  Chrift ;  and  being  exceed¬ 
ingly  c  mad  again  ft  them,  more  than  mojl  of  our  people,  I, 


(i)  Put  for  his  perfon,  as  in  Ads  iv.  12  or  profeflion  of  his  reli¬ 
gion,  Mat.  r.  22.  Ads  v.  4.1.  (/)  Sparing  no  fex,  chap.  viii.  3. 

(«/)  Approved  and  forwarded  the  woi k,  thrtp  xxii.  20.  (r)  To 

difown  ChriA,  to  curfe  both  him  and  his  religion.  So  did  Piiny, 


REFLECT  IONS. 


^vhich  he  hath  made.  Even  upright  people  have  once  thought 
things  to  be  contrary  to  religion  which  they  have  afterwards 
found  to  be  the  very  principal  points  of  it.  Said  the  prefect  of 
Rome  to  Juftin  Martyr,  DoA  thou  indeed  imagine,  that  after 
having  thy  body  feourgeef,  and  after  having  been  beheaded, 
thou  ihalt  afeend  unto  the  heavens,  thou  who  believed  tnyfelf 
to  pofiefs  the  knowledge  of  trite  philofophy  ?  To  whom  his  re¬ 
turn  was,  I  truA  I  (lull  attain  whatever  they  attain  who  have 
obferved  the  precepts  of  ChriA ;  although  I  fliould  endure  what¬ 
ever  thou  halt  fpoken,  for  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  that  unto 
every  one  who  hath  fo  lived,  the  divine  grace  is  referved  to  the 
confummation  of  nil  things.  I  do  not  merely  think  fo,  but  I  know 
it  of  a  truth.  e  Paflion,  without  knowledge,  is  bitter  zeal  in 
religion.  Minute  fiefs  adds  to  the  credibility  of  a  narrative. 
Hare  is  no  verbofe  fyAemntical  difplay  of  the  faith. 
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like  a  fury ,  perfecuted  them  from  the  capital ,  even  unto 
ftrange  and  dijlant  cities  around  it.  Whereupon,  as  I 
went  on  ( 0 )  in  this  difwal  work  to  (^)  Damafcus  the  me¬ 
tropolis  of  Syria,  with  full  authority  and  commifliort 
from  the  chief  JcwiJh  priefts,  at  clear  mid-day  (y),  O 
mighty  king,  1  faw  in  the  way,  and  near  to  the  end  of  my 
journey ,  with  tbefe  very  eyes,  God  is  my  witnefs,  a  fudden 
aflonijhing  light  from  heaven,  above  the  bright  nei's  of 
the  fun  even  then,  fhining  round  about  me,  and  them 
which  journeyed  with  me  (r).  And  when  we  were 
all  as  one  man  fallen  down  to  the  earth  by  this  excefs  of 
glory ,  1  heard  a  dijlinEt  voice  from  one  fpeaking  unto 
me,  and  faying  in  the  Hebrew  (j)  tongue,  Saul,  Saul, 
why  perfecuteft  thou  me  thus  in  my  beloved  people  and 
caufe ?  It  is  hard  for  thee  to  kick  againft  the  rejijting 
pricks.  And  1  faid,  under  great  ajionifhment,  Who  art 
thou,  Lord  of  fuch  magnificence ,  whom  /  can  pojfibly  in¬ 
jure  ?  And  he  faid  forthwith,  I  am  the  late  crucified  Je- 
fus,  whom,  though  rijen  from  the  dead,  and  dear  to  the 
father  Almighty,  thou  fo  violently  perfecuteft  in  my  faints 
from  ignorant  zeal.  But  now  ceafe  from  thofe  impious 
cruelties,  rife  (/)  from  off  the  ground,  and  ft  and  upon  thy 
feet  again :  for,  after  a  method j'o  entirely  new  and  mira¬ 
culous  i  have  («)  appeared  unto  thee/raw  the  right  hand 
cf  the  rnajejly  in  heaven  for  this  purpofe,  to  make  thee 
he?iceforth  a  miniftcr  of  my  gofpel  word,  and  a  Jure  wit- 
nefs  both  of  thefe  things  which  thou  haft  already  feen 
for  eviction  of  nty  prefent glorious  life ,  and  of  thofe  things 
in  the  which  (x)  I  will  yet  appear,  and  make  known  unto 
thee  ;  delivering  thee  Jo  far  as  maybe  needed,  from  the 
people  cf  the  Jews,  who  will  hate  you  above  any  other  as 
an  apoflate ,  and  from  the  jhares  and  violence  cf  the  idola¬ 
trous  Gentiles  likewfie,  unto  both  0/  whom  npw,  and  to 
the  lajl,  in  an  cfpccial  manner,  1  lend  thee  as  my  ambaffa- 


1.  ic.  ep.  94.  comp.  2  Cor  xi.  24.  ( 0 )  Chap.  xxiv.  18.  (;>)  Nine¬ 

ty  miles  north  of  Jjiufalem.  (7)  Chap.  ixii.  6.  comp.  Mat.  ivii. 

2.  Dan.  xii.  13.  (r)  To  their  teftimony,  you  have  it  likewife  in 

your  power  to  apply.  (/)  Tranflated  by  him  into  Greek,  for  the 
fake  of  his  refpcdtablc  audience,  comp.  chap,  ix  4  (/)  See  verfe 

xiv.  chap,  ix  17.  (a)  Comp.  Mark  xvi.  19.  Luke  xxiv.  51.  Ati* 

iii.  2  j  .  (x)  See  chap,  xviii.  9.  xxiii.  1  u 
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dor.  To  open  their  prefent  blinded  eyes  of  judgement 
from  long  prejudice  and  corrupting  error  (y),  through  *le 
influence  of  divine  truth  (z),  and  to  turn  them  by  that 
bteffed  mean  from  darknels  (a)  fearful  as  to  things  the 
nojl  necejfury ,  religious  and  moral ,  to  ufeful,  favi ng,  fpiritn 
ual  light,  and,  under  the  guidance  of  fuch  effcSfive  know - 
ledge  !  ,  from  the  tyrannous  power  of  Satan  (b),  the  grand 
adverfary  of  all  that  is  good ,  unto  the  fervice  and  enjoy-, 
meat  of  him -who  is  the  only  living  and  true  God,  that  thus 
repenting  bv  the  clear  andjlrong  arguments  of  belief  they 
may  receive  the  free  and  full  torgivenels  of  their  bypafl 
(c)  iins  to  deliver  them  from  the  wrath  to  come ,  and  at  1 
tvcriaf.'tng  heavenly  inheritance  among  them  which 
are  fa  notified  throughout  by  the  (d)  obedience  of  Jleadfaji 
1  faith  that  is  in  me.  Whereupon  \  G  king  Agrippa, 
I  wkas  not  difobedient  unto  the  ( e )  undoubted  heavenly 
vifion  :  but,  through  divine  grage,  ftiewed  firit  unto 
them  o  i  Damaicus  (/),  whom  I  jet  out  to  perfccute,  and 
afterwards  to  the  people  at  Jerufalem  (g),  and  anon 
throughout  all  the  other  places,  villages ,  and  cities ,  upon 
the  co  a  Its  of  ( [h )  Judea,  and  then  to  the  (/')  Gentiles 
wherever  1  came,  that  they  fhould  repent  under  true 
grief  of  heart  for  ail  their  former  evils,  and  turn  in  parti- 


( y )  Cnmp.  Ifa.  xlii.  7.  Eph.  i.  18.  (2)  Each  part  of  his  duty  figni- 
fied  by  what  did  happen  to  hiinlelf'.  (.'/)  Col.  i.  13.  (£)  Comp.  Luka 
x.  10.  («■)  Comp.  Luke  xxiv  47.  Afts  xiii.  3S,  39.  ( d )  Sec  Afts 

xx.  3 x  Eph.  i.  iti.  (i-)  This  would  have  been  deliberate  rebellion, 
comp.  If.i.  1  50.  Hal.  xcv  7.  (/)  See  chap.  ix.  19,  Sc\  (g)  Chap, 
ix  jh.  (/j)  lie  did  not  forge:  :be  Scattered  Jews,  Acts  xiii.  4a,  48, 
xiv.  i,  x 5 ,  <3c  .  (/)  oec  ldtl  note. 


REFLECTIONS. 

f  Here  was  pure  fpiritual  freedom,  with  generous  enthufiafirn 
not  only  to  forlake  the  religion  of  his  fathers,  hut  hazard  the  le¬ 
ver  e  A.  fuftlrings  Confidence  in  the  gofpel  pTomilhfi,isthe  native 
iruit  of  obedience  from  found  belief,  Ual.  v.  6.  James  ii.  17, 
1  John  iii  23.  Faith  terminates  principally  upon  God,  from, 
•whom  Guilt  came,  John  xii.  44  1  Pet  i.  2t.  The  dead  are 
Taifed.  or  Hand  again  by  the  continuation  of  their  exigence  in 
another  world  'This  is  credible  from  the  perfection  of  God^ 
and  important  enough  to  deferve  the  moll  attentive  regard, 
u  hi  that  which  is  mauifcllly  right,  there  nepdpth  no  deliben> 
LI 
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cular  from  idols  to  worfhip  the  one  Almighty  God,  and  do 
all  proper  good  works  made  known  by  his  beloved  fori  as 
meet  for  the  outward  declared  fgns  of  an  ingenuous  1  re¬ 
pentance.  For  thefe  caufes  only ,  and  not  for  any  wick  - 
ednefs ,  the  unbelieving  Jews  caught  me  while  worjhipping 
in  the  temple,  and  regardlefs  both  of  that  facred  work , 
(j)  and  the  veneration  due  to  fuch  a  houfe ,  they  went  about 
with  great  earnejlnefs  to  kill  me  even  then.  Having, 
therefore,  obtained  help  of  God  ( k )  by  frequent  deliver¬ 
ances  and  prefent  freedom,  fo  as  Chrifl  was  pleafed  to  pro- 
wife ,  l  continue,  in  the  manner  you  now  fee ,  unto  this 
fame  day,  witn effing  plainly  ernd  openly  both  to  (I )  fmall 
people  and  w  great,  faying  none  other  things  in  the 
main ,  than  thofe  very  things  which  the  later  prophets, 
and  (/«)  Moles  himfeif  before  them  did  confidently  lay 
ihould  come  to  pa/s ;  that  Chriir  by  fvpreme  appointment 
(n )  Ihould  fuller  1  grievous  and  7nultiplicd  tortures  even 
unto  death,  and  that  he  Ihould  be  the  firft  to  all  who 
tbediently  believed  in  him  that  (o )  Ihould  rife  from  the 
dead  to  life  everlajling ,  and  Ihould  Ihew  (p)  by  his  apof- 
tles,  pure,  perfect,  infallible  light  of  divine  knowledge  un¬ 
to  the  Jewifo  people  (y),  and  to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles 
alfo. 

(j)  Compare  chapter  xxi.  27,  &c.  (/)  See  Matthew  i»i  12, 

Pi  aim  xviii.  19.  (/)  Compare  Deuter.  i  17.  1  Samuel  xxx. 

2.  Atfs  xxii.  23  24  xxv  8.  Or  makine  ptoteftation  to  both  threat 
and  fmall.  («)  See  Luke  xxiv.  47  (a)  Ccmp.  Pfal.  xxii.  ift. 

liii  Dan.  9  (0)  See  1  Cor  xv.-  20,  23.  Col.  i.  1 8  Rev  i.  <. 

(/)  Lph.  ii  1?  1  Pet,  iii.  18,  19.  (^)  Verfe  xvii.  Luke  ii.  3 z. 

Ads  xiii.  46,  &c. 


REFLECTIONS, 

tion.  C\prian  BiJhop  of  Carthage  1  Faith  and  repentance  aro 
belt  known  from  lheir  fruits,  Mat  iii  8.  Gal.  v.  22,  23.  2  Pet. 
i.  5,  &c.  1  John  iii  3.  *  \Vre  Ihould  look  to  God  above  all  in- 

ftruments.  It  is  molt  wife,  by  conciliating  methods,  to  keep 
up  attention  The  gofpel  Ihould  be  honeltly  preached  to  ad 
ranks.  1  Thus  God's  counfels  and  actings  oppofe  the  opinions 
of  carnal  men.  Salvation  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  the  whole  human  race. 
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SECT.  CXI1I.  FROM  VERSE  XXIV. 

AND  as  lie  thus  fpake  for  defending  himfelf,  Feftus, 
who  had  been  but  for  a  little  while  the  Roman  governor, 
and  ignorant  of  both  fcwijh  and  Chrijlian  principles ,  (aid 
with  a  loud  carnefi  voice,  Paul  thou  art  certainty  be- 
fide  thyfclf,(d)  thus  to  talk  of  a  dead  crucified  man ,  rifing  to 
life  again,  aji ending  to  heaven,  and  there fignally  honoured: 
much  learning  (b)  out  of  thofethy  imaginary  faci ed  books, 
I  am  now  confident  doth  make  ( c )  thee  mad.  _  But  lie, 
the  prifoner ,  calmly  faid,  a  I  am  not  mad,  moft  noble 
{d)  Feftus,  as  youfupi>ofe ,  but  fpeak  forth  the  (e)  words 
of  unqueflionable  truth  and  lbbernefs,  when  they  are  duly 
confidered .  Fyr  the  king  himfelf  now  prefent,  and  an  ex¬ 
cellently  qualified  judge,  knoweth  of  thefe  (f )  things,  rtf 
Icajt  in  part,  before  whom  alfo,  on  that  account,  1  Jpeak 
freely;  b  for  I  am  perfuaded'that  none  of  thefe  mo¬ 
mentous  t  hings  are,  or  could  be  hidden  from  him  who  is  cf 
fuch  high  place ,  and  (g)  general  ejlimation  ;  for  this  thing 

(j)  Comp.  /  Cor.  i.  18,23.11.  14.  (f>) .  Sometimes  this  may- 

have  liapp.-nrd  from  leaving  all  other  things,  to  apply  wholly  10 
difficult  ftudies.  Here  it  was  moft  undeferved.  (c)  Turns  you 
to  madnefs,  or  turns  your  brain  to  madnefs  (J)  Ufual  title  of 
honour  at  th  it  time,  lnexprcftihly  beautiful  here,  (*•)  They  are 
the  words  of  a  fincere  and  coinpofed  mind,  (f)  Relative  to  the 
miracles,  paflion,  death,  and  refurredtion  of  Chrift.  (g)  See  note 

REFLECTIONS. 

1  Reproach  itfelf  doth  not  juftify  uncivil  returns  to  fuperiors 
in  rank,  comp  verfe  24.  chap,  xxiii.*  2 6.  xxiv.  3.  Whoever  has 
devoted  himfelf  to  lccular  views,  rnuft  be  a  ftranger  to  the 
rh  .rms  of  truth  ;  naked,  unportioned,  and  unadorned.  Yet  is 
this  laft  a  higher  and  much  more  refined  luxury  than  the 
other.  Our  higheft  difeoveries,  for  the  prefent,  are  but  a  dawn 
of  knowledge  fuited  to  our  circumftauces ;  which  however,  wc 
ought  thankfully  to  arquidee  in,  from  the  profpeft  of  a  hap¬ 
pier  and  more  perfect  Rate.  To  know  the  truth  of  God, 
is  of  all  wildom  the  chief.  Characters  fhould  not  be  drawn 
from  fi&ion.  Half-thinkers,  are  ever  apt  to  conclude  round¬ 
ly,  even  upon  great  fubje&s.  The  moft  infolent  treatment  of 
the  gofpel,  ought  ever  thus  to  be  mildly  met  by  the  great  and, 

L  1  2 
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Relative  to  fefus  the  Saviour, c  was  not  done  in"a  corner 
hut  expo  fed  to  -public  notice,  and  the  examination  of  man. 
kind.  Permit  we ,  king  Agrippn,  to  put  the  qv.cjliov,  Be, 
lie  vc  ft  thou  the  writings  of  the  ancient  JeioiJh  prophets  ? 

d  1  know/$»-  certain  that  thou  believed  them  to  home 
been  divinely  injpired.  Then  Agrippa  faid  unto  lxaul 
dijcreetly,  6  Alnioft  thou,  even  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  periuad- 
eit  me  byfucb  natural  and  earne/i  manner ,  to  be  like  thy- 
fe/f  and  others  mwfo  generally known,  a  (/?)  Chriftian  be¬ 
liever.  And  Paul  faid,  in  a  mefl  benevolent  tender  r.efs , 
1  would  f  to  Go 6,/tr,  that  not  only  thou,  but  alio  ail 
that  hear  me  this  day  defend  the  can fe  of  truth*  were 
both  aln.oft,  even  as  the  king  is,  and  altogether  Inch  as 
1  am,  except  what  mayx  appear  to  be  the  mifery  and  d'tf- 
grace  of  thefe  unmerited  fi)  bonds.  And.  when  he  had 

(*)  fe<fr.  1 1  7.  ( h )  Comp.  chap.  xi.  26.  In  the  time  of  the  Jewiflr 
V-ar.  he  is  faid  to  have  aliov.'N!  the  Chriftians  a  quiet  lefidcnce  in 
his  territories.  (/)  By  this  phrafe,  may  be  meant  confinement  in 

REFLECTIONS. 

pood.  The  {iikabie  and  graceful  difcouvfe  of  Paul,  clearly 
proves  Mat.  x.  18,  19.  Truth  and  admirable  knowledge  are 
certain  evidences  of  a  found  mind  c  The  unwavering  t-!ti- 
jnony  of  fo  many  perfecilted  people,  behoved  to  a  ill- cr,  Mat. 
xxviii.  4,  ii.  Hope,  foumled  upon  clear  divine  promife,  can- 
pot  be  vain.  d  Evidence  is  ncceflary  to  faith,  and  flint: Id  he 
honoured,  verfc  3,  22,  23.  It  is  one  thing  to  acknowledge  the 
jnfpirr.tion  of  the  prophets,  and  another  thing  to  undtillaml 
their  writings,  fo  as  firmly  to  believe  the  gofpel.  e  The  doc¬ 
trine  and, evidence  of  this  could  net  be  abfurd,  f  Ecnevolence, 
no  left  than  piety,  leads  to  obedient  faith.  A  vjfe  conviciimi 
is  not  inimical  to  what  is  civil  and  polite,  but  the  mre*fl  reverie, 
buflerets  for  the  truth  have  no  j till:  caufe  of  fhame,  2  Cor.  xir 
23.  xii.  10.  Lefs  than  obedient  believing  is  only  aim  of,  not 
altogether  found,  and  has  much  tb  anfwcr  for  For  this,  what 
is  future  and  invifible,  the  wicked  will  not  deny  themleives. 
"When  convictions  begin  to  open,  let  us  honeftly  follow  them. 
Religious  joy  renders  chains  themfclves  light.  Faith  in  Chriil 
frnnkes  us  all  of  one  mother  church,  or  family,  Juft.  Mart. 
This  pious  addrefs  was  the  language  of  enlarged  benevolence; 
Jiad  in  it  nothing  of  the  fanatic,  and  the  enthufiaft,  but  ex  prof- 
fed  [he  fentimeuts  of  a  generous  good  man.  They  wlto  are  ciu- 
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thus  fpoken,  by  way  cf  apology ,  the  king  not  a  little  tm - 
p  re  l fed*  rofc  up  from  bis  place,  and  the  governor  like- 
wife,  and  Bernice,  and  they  that  till  then  had  fat  as 
hearers  with  them.  And  when  they  were  gone  afide 
to  an  adjoining  room ,  or  private  part  cf  the  fa  me  hall ,  they* 
talked  over  the  whole  matter  between  themfelves,  faying 
in  fubftancc ,  this  poor  man  if  is  man* f eft ,  from  the  fin cerity 
and  candour  with  which  he  defends,  himfe/f,  doel'h  nothing 
that  is  worthy  of  being  punifhedby  death,  or  even  oicon~ 
finement  in  bonds.  The  dofirine  which  he  preaches  is 
perfectly  harmlefs  ;  and  though  his  wanner ,  from  pcrfuafion 
and  warmth  of  heart  be  bold ,  s  he  is  not  ajfuming  ;  leafl  of 
all  vicious.  Then  {aid  Agrippa  ftilTmore  direflly  unto 
Fefcus,  who  had  been  his  judge  before ,  This  mznffor  any 
thing  to  me,  appearing  againfl  him ,  might  have  been  fet 
at  immediate  full  Jiberty,  if  he  had  not,  rather  with  too 
much  hafte ,  h  appealed  (_/)  unto  the  high  tribunal  of  Ce- 
far. 

Br?n  !ral,  though  he  might  have  pled  evert  in  chains,  comp,  virfe  1. 
(j)  Hits  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  an  inferior,  cither  to  abfolve, 
or  condemn.  Rome  was  the  moft  populous-and  celebrated  city  of 
the  world,  and  the  emperor  then,  the  greateft  perfon. 

R  E  F  I.  E'C  T  I  O  N  S. 

rious  to  learn,  will  he  defirous  of  the  mofl  accurate  informa- 
t:-m.  Courage  decently  free,  and  pious,  marks  an  innocent 
mind,  rmnp.  chap,  xxiii.  9.  xxv.  25  God  knows  how  to 
turn  olilulion  to  the  benefit  of  his  people,  and  his  own  glory. 
Civil  policy  has  nothing  D  do  with  religion,  as  fuch.  Yetis 
it  friendly  to  the  Rate,  and  ought  npt  to  be  molcfled.  h  When 
I  conlider  this  apollle,  as  appearing  either  before  the  witty  A- 
fhouiuns,  or  before  a  Roman  court  of  judicature,  in  prefence 
ol  their  great  men  and  ladies,  I  fee  how  hnndfomcly  he  ac¬ 
commodated)  himfelf  to  t|ae  apprehenfion  and  temper  of  thofe 
politer  people,  ecc.  Lord  Shaft .  Char  V.  1.  p.  30.  '  Remorfc, 
from  rath  oppofition,  mult  prove  keen.  How  deplorable  was 
that  Rate  in  which  the  gofpel  found  men  !  How  blifsful  is  the 
end  of  a  true  gofpel  mini  (fry.  The  propereft  method  taken  at 
the  time,  is  ever  to  be  refle&ed  upon  with  fatisfa&ion,  comp. 
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SECT/  CXIV.  FROM  VERSE L 

AND  when  it  was  determined  (a)  by  the  governor 5 
that  we  (b)  Ihould  fail  from  Ccfarea  into  Italy, 
•whereof  Rome  was  the  capita!,  and  where  the  emperor  abode, 
they  who  acted  under  him  delivered  Paul,  whom  the 
Jews  had  Jo  unright  eoufl'y  accufed,  and  certain  other  pri¬ 
soners,  on  account  of  great  crimes ,  unto  one  (c)  named 
a  Julius,  a  centurion  of  Augustus  ( d )  Cefir’s  ( e )  band. 
And  entering  into  a  fhip  of  Adramyttium  a  maritime 
city  of  Myfa,  not  far  from  Pergamus ,  we.  launched  forth , 
meaning  to  fail,  net  in  a jlraight  courfe,  but  by  the  coafts 
of  Afia  miner,  and  jtop  in  different  places,  (f)  though  for  a 
fmall  time  only ;  one  Ariffarchus .  Macedonian  of  Thef- 
filonica,  (g)  being  in  company  with  us from  pure  Cbrif- 
tian  love.  And  t^he  next  day,  we  but  touched  at  the 
famous  Sidon  ( [h )  of  Pin  mcia.  And  Julius  mofl  humanely 
end  courteoufly  entreated  Paul,  white  on  board ,  and 
gave  him  liberty,  if  he  would,  to  go  unto  his  Chriflian 
(/c)  friends,  to  provide  what  kind  of  victuals  he  chofc  for  the 
voyage  in  view ,  *’  and  refrefh  hiinfelf  thus,  as  well  as  by 

(<j)S-eehap  xxv.  r:.  p)  Paul  and  his  companions,  Luke and 
ArilUnhus,  veife  2.  chap.  xix.  29.  xx.  4,  5.  ( <)  A  treed  man, 

and  prcb'ahly  patronized  by  the  Celars,  comp  chap  xxit •.  4. 
(v)  Part  of  that  legion,  fee  chap,  x  j.  (<?J  Or  johorr.  (/)  Comp, 
xvj.  ii.xviii.  zi.  (g)  bee  Col  iv.  1  Phil  ii  4.  ( / )  Comp. 
Ma1.  x  .  zi.  (i)  See  chap.  xi.  19  xx:.  3,  4.  xxviii  16  xxiv.  23 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  A  truly  virtuous  ch?ra<Tter  engages  the  efteem  of  all  a- 
rouml.  l.et  us  lot  ten  the  fierce,  and  convince  the  prejudiced 
tn  the  utmolb  of  our  power;  then  humbly  trull  in  God,  Prcv. 
xvi.  7.  h  'Hie  Lord  Jefus  raifes  up  fl rangers  to  favour  lu$ 
people,  and  foften  their  affliction,  chap.  xxiv.  3.  'Ihe  woniler- 
..ful  providence  of  God  towards  Paul,  is  one  proof,  among  o- 
thrrs,  of  his  being  a  divine  meflenger.  Friends  a  c  valuable 
a  Hi  It  ants  in  miniflerial  work,  efpecially  in  times  and  places  of 
great  trial. 
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benevolent  godly  communion.  And  when  we  had  alfc 
launched  from  thence,  we  by  an  oblique  direction  failed 
under  the  noted  large  IJland  of  Cyprus,  ( j  )  becaui'e  the 
winds  were  contrary.  And  when  we  had  failed  over 
the  fea  of  Cilicia,  (k)  and  Pamphylia,  (/)  we  came  to 
Myra,  ( [m )  a  city  of  the  region  of  Lycia.  And  there 
the  centurion  found  a  flop  of  Alexandria  in  F.gvpt , 
(«)  loaded  and  ready  for  failing  into  Italy;  and  he  (a) 
for  fake  of  greater  convenience  and f peed ,  put  us  therein. 
And  when,  from  frequent  next  to  dead  calms ,  and  weight 
of  cargo  together ,  we  had  failed  flowly  many -days  j'uc- 
cejjively ,  and  fcarce  were  come  over  againfl  the  promon¬ 
tory  (j>)  Cnidus,  the  wind  not  fullering  us  to  do  better , 
we  failed  (q)  by  a  tranfverfe  courfe ,  under  the  ifland  of 
( r )  Crete,  over  again  it  Salmone  ;  (s)  and  hardly  paf- 
fingit  (t)we  came  unto  a  place  of  this  fame  ijle,  which 
is  called  The  Fair  Havens,  nigh  whereunto  was  the 
city  of  Lafea.  {u) 


SECT.  CXV.  FROM  VERSE  IX. 

NOW  when  much  time  was  Tpent  by  floiv  incommo¬ 
dious  traverfes ,  and  when  failing  was  now,  from  the  ad¬ 
vanced feafon  of  the  year,  dangerous,  becauie  the  (a)  au¬ 
tumnal  faft  was  now  already  pall,  Paul,  by  the fpirit  of 
God ,  admoniihed  them,  and  faid  unto  them,  Sirs,  i 

{j)  Chap,  iv  3  6.  xiii.  4.  (f)  Whereof  Tarfus  was  the  chief  city, 

and  Paul's  birth  place,  chap.  vi.  9.  xv  41.  (1)  See  chap.  xiii.  1 1. 

xiv  24.  The  ancient  name  of  a  province  of  the  Lefler  Alia,  fit  li¬ 
sted  on  the  Mediterranean  coaft,  between  Lyfia  and  Cilicia.  (*;)0- 
therwife  Limyra.  (a )  Corn  from  the  eaft  was  their  common  mer- 
chandife;  Likewife,  Perfian  and  Indian  goods  ( 0 )  Adramyttium 
was  out  of  the  way.  (/>)  Or  Cnidus  of  Afia,  in  the  Peninfula  of 
Dot  is  of  Cana,  oppofite  to  Crete.  Noted  lor  the  wnrfhip  of  Venn?. 
(7)  As  in  verfe  4.  (r)  Now  Candia  in  the  Mediterranean,  having 
once  icr  powerful  cities.  (/)  Or  Salmonium,  one  of  the  ealltrri 
promontories.  (/)  Comp.  1  Pet.  iv.  rK.  («}  Even  till  now  we 
are  told  (x)  Some  /tlajfj.  lru!g.  Tbnlajfa . 

[a)  That  in  Lev.  xvi,  29,  &  .  xxiii.  27,  See.  which  continued 
fi  uni  the  clofe  of  September,  through  part  of  Ottober.  By  an  old 
writer  Vigetius,  the  feas  are  faid  to  be  Ihut  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  Michaelmas  flans  are  Hill  well  known  in  the  Mediterranean. 
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perceive  that  this  voyage,  by  fevere  lempefts ,  will  be 
*vith  hurt  and  much  damage,  not  only  of  the  valuable 
lading  and  fhip1,  but  alfo,  it  is  probable ,  of  our  (/>) 
lives.  Neverthelefs,  the  centurion  Julius  believed 
the  mafter  and  owner  of  the  {hip,  whom  he  fuppofed  (0 
be  fpecially  verfant  in  fueh  matters ,  more  than  thofe  inti¬ 
midating  things  which  were  fpoken  by  Paul  as  of  him - 
fcf  And  becaufe  the  haven,  noiwithjlandinv  its  agree¬ 
able  name ,  wherein  they  now  lay  (c\  was  not  commodi¬ 
ous  to  winter  in  during  that Jiormy  feafon ,  the  more 
part  of  the  crew  and  paffengers,  having  taken  ccunjli  toge¬ 
ther,  advifed,  without  farther  delay ,  to  depart  thence 
alfo,  if  by  any  means  they  might  attain  to  Phenice, 
and  there  to  winter  ;  which  is  a  haven  of  the  ijland 
Crete,  and  lieth ,  fronting  Africa ,  toward  the  louth- 
weft,  and  having  another  entrance  {cT)  likewife  from  the 
north-weft.  And  when  the  fouth  wind  blew'  foftly 
foon  after ,  fuppofmg  that  they  had  for  certain  obtained 
their  purpofe,  loofing  thence  they  failed  clofe  by  the 
Jhore  of  Crete.  But  not  long  after  this  again ,  there 
arofe  againft  it  a  tempeftuous  contrary  (e)  wind,  called 
Euroclydon.  And  when  the  fhip  was  caught  of  a 
fudden  thereby ,  and  could  not  bear  up  nigh  into  the 
face  of  the  wind,  we  gave  over  rowing ,  and  drew  up  our 
fails  quite ftrait,  and  let  her  drive  where Jhe  would  before 
it.  And  running  thus  with  only  mafts  and  furled  car.- 
•vafs  under  lee  of  a  certain  (f) /mail  ifland  which  is 
called  (jf)  Clauda,  we  had  much  work,  owing  to  a  ne- 
cejfary  change  of  courfe ,  in  midft  of  the  fterm,  to  come 
by  the  boat  which  was  fajlened  to  our  fhip,  and  did  en¬ 
danger  them  both:  which,  when  they  had  at  length  taken 
up  for  future  exigences  as  nigh  as  could  be,  they  ufed 


(£)  Put  for  men,  as  in  Aits  ii.  41.  vii.  14.  (c)  Comp.  Pfil  xixit. 

6.  (d)  The  bay  therefore  was  a  kind  of  curve,  p)  AccorJuig  to 

fomeeaft  wave,  others  north  ealt.  A  whirling,  or  tumbling  wind. 
In  modern  language,  a  Levanter,  fee  Pfal.  cxlviii.  8  Iv.  9.  evit. 
27.  (/)  Greek,  very  little,  (g)  Near  to  Crete.  (A)  A  com- 
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Forefeen  hazards,  as  much  as  poflible,  ought  to  "be  avoided. 
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lidps  by  all  on  board ,  undergirding  the  fliip  both  fore, 
null  aft  with  Jlrong  cords  ;  and  fearin gy?/7/,  though  Jhe 
might  Jlick  together,  left  they  fliould  tall  into  the  {h) 
quickfands,  at  no  great  di/lance  with  their  prefent  direc¬ 
tion ,  they  ftrake  feme  little  fail,  and  fo  were  driven  off 
the  i/land .  And  we,  now  more  at  fea ,  being  exceed¬ 
ingly  tolled  there  with  a  ( i )  hideous  tempeft  b,  the  next 
day  they  lightened  the  fhip  of  certain  weighty  cumbroUs 
things ,  to  keep  c  her  above  the  waves  ;  and  the  third  day 
from  riling  of  the Jlorm ,  we  all  began  to  call  out,  with  our 
own  hands,  even  the  tackling  of  the  fhip.  And  when 
neither  fun  by  day  nor  liars  by  nighty  in  the  courfe  of  fo 
many  days  had  appeared  for  our  direction ,  and  no  {mail 
(j)  tempeft  yet  lay  hard  on  us,  all  hope  6  itfelf  that  we 
fliould  be  faved  from  the  extremities  of  foundering  was 
then  taken  away. 

SECT.  CXVI.  FROM  VERSE  XXI. 

BUT,  after  long  abftinence  from  food ,  owing  to  grief 
and fear ,  Paul  flood  forth  as  a  divine  comforter ,  in  the 
tnidll  of  them  who  were  on  board ,  and  mildly  faid,  Sirs, 
ye  fliould  have  hearkened  with  due  fubmijjion  unto  me, 
who  had  divine  guidance  and  your  welfare  much  at  hearty 
4  and  not  have  Jo  rajhly  loofed  from  Crete,  an d thereby 
to  have  gained  this  dreadful  harm  of  mind  and  lofs  of 
goods .  And  now,  notwithjlanding  much  encompajfmg 
evils ,  I  exhort  you  bJtill  to  take  courage  and  be  of  good 

mon  name  then,  it  is  probable,  for  barks  or  (hallows,  adopted  from 
th:  famous  Syr  tis  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  (i)  Comp.  Pfal.  evii.  25. 
Jun.  i.  5.  (y)  VV into,  put  here  for  turbulent  rainy  weather. 

REFLECTIONS. 

b  The  moll  dear  to  God  and  Chrift  are  often  much  tried.  c  A 
left  loft  lliould  be  fuffered  to  prevent  a  greater.  d  ihe  lofs  of 
hope,  is  natural  to  a  growing  clanger.  Let  us  learn  to  pity  thofe 
who  are  engaged  in  lea-faring  life,  and  commend  them  often 
unto  God,  Prov.  xxx.  4. 

a  We  ought  to  comfort  while  we  admonifh.  Excrcifes  both, 
of  great  piety  and  prudence.  b  When  belief  is  conciliated, 
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(tf)  cheer  j  for,  if  you  follow  proper  counfclin  time  coming , 
(b),  there  fhall  be  no  lois  of  any  man’s  life  among 
you,  but  only  of  the  (hip.  For,  while  devoutly  employed 
on  your  account  and  my  own ,  there  flood  by  me  this  dark 
tremendous  night,  the  good  angel  of  God  (e)  mojl  high, 
whole  I  am c,  in  devotednefs  of  heart ,  and  whom,  as  J'ole 
J'uprcme ,  1  endeavour  to  ferve,  faying.  Fear  not  Paul  any 
longer ,  or  to  any  degree  at  all ;  thou  mull  be  brought  to 
Jland  trial  before  (\t  Cefar  :  and,  lo.  Almighty  God  hath 
given  to  be  preserved  with  thee u,  all  them  that  fail  in 
company  with  thee.  Wherefore,  firs,  let  me  obtefl  you 
again  to  be  of  good  cheer  :  for  c  1  believe  the  word  of  this 
one  only  living  and  true  God,  that  it  {hall  be,  if  we  ufe 
the  proper  means,  even  as  it  was  in  fo  clear  a  manner 
told  me.  Howbeit,  lay  your  account  with  the  following 
great  trial ,  that  we  mull f  be  call  upon  a  certain  ifland 
and  wrecked. 


SECT.  CXVil.  FROM  VERSE  XXVII. 

BUT,  when  the  fourteenth  night  of fujfering  was 
come,  as  we  were  driven  up  and  down  by  tempeft  in 

(a)  So  chan.  v.  38.  (/>)  Comp,  verfe  x.  31.  Joel  ii.  13  I  fa. 

xxxviii.  5.  1  Sam  11.  30.  xiii.  *3,  1 4.  (e)  Set  Jon.  i.  9  (J)  Con  p. 
chap  xxv.  ii.  xxui.  j.  Roni.  xiv.  ic. 

REFLECTIONS. 

may  fpcak  with  confidence  c  Infinuated  felf- defences,  and 
even  admonitions,  are  the  moll  beautiful  and  cogent.  1  hat 
man  is  happy  above  every  other,  who  is  confcious  of  a  relation 
to  the  God  of  h*.:ven,  as  his  God  and  father,  1  Sain.  xxx  6. 
d  Under  divine  government,  the  pood  are  often  made  faviours 
to  others,  fee  Gen.  xviii.  32.  A6ls  iii.  14.  Attention,  (lill 
and  humble  hearing  are  cerminlydue  to  luch  a  favoured  teacher. 
c  The  faith  of  neighbours  Riould  be  flrengthened  by  example.  A- 
midil  the  preatefi  hindrances  divine  promifes  ought  to  be  relied 
upon,Ro.xv  22,&c.Failh  in  eternal  matters  is  yet  more  requifite. 
f.One  prediction  fulfilled,  confirms  what  more  is  to  be  fulfilled, 
comp.  chap,  xxviii.  1.  I  he  wicked,  unknown  to  themlelves, 
accomplifh  divine  pnrpofes.  How  admirable  is  providence  in 
tiiis  wiioie  affair  of  Taul ! 
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the  fea  named  from  (a)  Adria,  about  midnight  the  fhip- 
men  deemed  that  they  ( h )  drew  near  to  fome  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  therefore  (r)  founded  the  depth  of  water,  to 
prevent  -Jinking  of  a  fudden ,  if  pojfble ,  and  found  it,  by 
their  line,  twenty  (d)  fathoms :  and,  when  they  had 
gone  a  little  further  ow,thcy  founded  again, and  found 
it  only  fifteen  fathoms.  Then,  itAxmgfrom  fucb  in- 
creaftngjhallownefs  left  they  ftiould  have  fallen  with  vio¬ 
lence  upon  rocks  covered  with  fome  little  water ,  and  fo 
been  fpht  to  pieces  amidjl  the  heavy  ftrge,  they  caft  four 
iron  anchors,  fajlencd  by  Jtrong  cables,  out  of  the  (c) 
ftern,  and,  thcfe  holding  for  a  time*,-  they  wifhed  an- 
xioufly  for  the  light  of  day,  to  know  their  real  filiation . 
And  as  the  fliipmen,  who  had  mojl  navigating Jkill ,  were 
about  to  flee  out  of  the  ftiip,/£?r  their  own  apprehended 
advantage,  regardlefs  of  the  rejl ,  when  they  had  let 
down  the  boat  from  deck  (/)  under  falfe  colour,  as 
though  they  would,  for  greater  fecarily ,  caft  forth  an¬ 
chors  out  of  the  forefliip  likewfe ,  Paul  faid  to  the 
centurion,  who  did  not  penetrate  their  real  purpofe,  and 
to  the  foldicrs  under  him ,  Except  you  oblige  thefe  bfai- 
lors  to  abide  in  the  ftiip  as  managers  of  her,  ye  cannot 
be  faved  from  drowning .  Then  the  foldiers  cut  ofF  the 
ropes  of  the  boat  which  tied  her  to  the  Jhip,  and  Jo  let 
her  fall  oft*  entirely  into  the  fea . 

( a )  A  city  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Po  ;  whence  Adrianum, 
nr  Adriatic  from  i his  to  the  Ionic  fea.  (i)  Or  judging  according 
to  appearance,  country  drew  near  to  them.  ( c )  By  lead,  or  fome 
fucli  heavy  metal,  tied  to  a  cord  ;  and  greafed  at  bottom,  (a)  Each 
about  (ix  feet,  (e)  Or  hinder  part  of  the  ihip.  Two  from  each 
quarter.  Sign  of  an  abfoiute  tempeft.  (/")  See  verfe  xvi.  17. 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Pnrknefs  increales  blind  fears,  whereas  light  fhews  things 
as  they  are.  b  Natural  means  mu  ft  be  ufed,  as  in  1  t>am.  *ii. 
30.  xiii.  13,  See.  yet  not  retted  in.  Threatenings,  as  well  as 
promifes,  are  often  to  be  underftood  conditionally,  as  Jon.  iii.  4. 
Jer.  xviii.  7,  See.  It  is  the  will  of  God  that  all  proper  endea¬ 
vours  be  ufed,  independance  upon  himfelf.  He  forefees  what 
wilt  be  complied  with,  even  by  thofe  whofe  powers  are  free. 
A  llothlul  dependence  is  vain  dangerous  prefuinption. 
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SECT.  CXVIII.  FROM  VERSE  XXXIII, 

AND,  while  the  break  of  day  was  coming  on,  be¬ 
fore  which  nothing  more  material  could  be  done ,  Paul  mod 
carncftly  ( a )  befought  them  all  to  take  meat,  faying. 
This  day  is  now  the  complete  fourteenth  day  (b)  fmee 
our  dreadful  iempejl  began  that  ye  have  tarried  under  a 
difmal fright ,  and ,  owing  to  that ,  with  grief  of  heart  toge¬ 
ther 4  continued  next  to  falling  (V),  having  taken  no. 
thing  which  deferves  the  name  of  a  meal.  Wherefore  I 
pray  you  during  the  unworking  interval  to  take  fome 
meat  ;  for  this  is  neceffary  for  prefervaiion  of  your 
health  and  fpirits  to(d )  anfwer  what  labour  may  yet  be 
Weeded :  for,  let  the  dangers  we  have  to  go  through  be  ever 
fo  numerous  and  feverc ,  take  it  upon  my  word ,  whom  as  yet 
you b  have  experienced  to  fpeak  what  is  true  and  this  only , 
there  fhall  not  an  hair  ( e )  fall  from  the  head  of  any  of 
you.  And,  when  he  had  thus  fpoken,  he  took  (/ ) 
bread  in  his  hands e ,  and  gave  thanks  to  God(g)  infi¬ 
nitely  wife  rnd  good  for  fuch  mean  of  needful  refrejhment , 
accompanied  with  prayer  to  obtain  his  blcjfmg ,  in  prefence 
of  them  all  :  and  when  he  had  broken  it,  he  began, 
by  way  of  example ,  to  eat  a  comfortable  meal .  Then, 
from  what  the  apojlie  [aid,  laying  afide  difmal  apprehcnjiom , 
were  they  all,  in  a  Jhort  Jpacc ,  of  good  d  cheer,  and 

(*)  See  verfe  1 4  (A)  Comp  verfe  27.  (<:)  Or  in  aMUrrnce. 

They  wanted  not  altogether,  verfe  36.  38,  a*.  To  eat  fparing'y 
6md  irregularly  is  to  iaft,  Mat.  xi.  18.  ii\  4  Mark  i.  6.  compared. 
So  Appian  f  <ys  of  an  army,  which  for  twenty  days  together  took 
neither  food  nor  flecp  :  that  is.  in  a  regular  way.  (o')  Comp,  i  Sam. 
sciv  28.  29.  (f)  Proverhi.l.  to  lignifv  not  th-  leail  hurt,  and  fo 

to  banilh  fear  and  grief.  Mat.  x.  30  Luke  xxi.  18.  ( J  )  Lomp. 

yerfe  34,  35.  (g)  See  Mat.  xv.  36  John  vi.  f  1. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Great  and  painful  nffettions  of  the  mind,  take  away  all  defirc 
(&f  food,  and  eyen  power  to  fwallow.  They  cannot  for  a  while 
pttend  to  any  thing  elfe.  b  To  hurt  health  by  excefs  of  failr 
ing  is  the  reverfe  of  duty.  p  Saying  grace  at  meals  is  a  clear 
fluty,  Mat.  iiv.  19.  xv  36.  i  Tim.  iv.  3.  d  How  many  may  be 
Jjygfeyyed  by  the  prayers  of  one  good  man.  The  grace  of  God 
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they  alfo  took  Tome  proper  meat  as  he  had  done c.  And 
vve  were  in  all  in  the  Ihip  no  lefs  than  two  hundred 
thrce-fcore  and  fix  teen  (b)  fouls. 

SECT.  CXIX.  FROM  VERSE  XXXVIII. 

AND  when  they  had  eaten  enough  to  refrefh  and 
Jlrengthen  them  for  work ,  they  lightened  the  fhip  confit - 
dcrahly  that  they  might  draw  lefs  water ,  and  fo  come  near¬ 
er  to  the  fioore ;  and  (a)  call  out  moji  part  of  the  wheat 
with  which  Jhe  was  loaded  into  the  lea.  And  when  it 
was  day  light,  they  knew  not  even  then  the  land  before 
them,  from  their  different  t offings  and  courfes  ;  but  they 
di (covered  a  certain  ( b )  creek  of  fea,  with  clear  unrocky 
Jhorc  upon  each  fide ,  into  the  which  they  were  minded, 
after  mutual  counfel ,  if  it  were  pofTible  to  tliruft  in  the 
fhip,  under  as  much  fail  as  foe  could  well  carry,  from  that 
open  expofed place  wherein  they  now  lay.  And,  with  this  view, 
when  they  had  taken  up  the  (r)  anchors  which  would 
lift ,  or  cut  af  under  the  cables  which  held  them ,  they  com¬ 
mitted  rhemfelves  unto  the  fea,  and  loofed  the  ( d ) 
rudder-hands,  and  hoifed  up  the  ( e )  main-fail  full  to 
the  wind,  and  made  with  ail  the  force  they  could  contrive 
toward  fhorc.  And  falling  into  a  place  where  two 
(/" )  leas  met,  and  thereby  leffcned  the  powers  of  each  other , 
they  ran  the  fhip  a-ground,  and  the  (g)  fore  part  of 

(/j)  Put  for  men,  verfe  x  2?, 

(a)  Before  this  they  had  cleared  her  upper  and  lower  decks,  even 
to  the  tackling,  verfe  xviii.  19  (A)  Or  Bay.  (c)  See  verfe  29. 

(d)  Or  holdings  of  the  helm.  The  ancients  often  had  two.  (<?)  Some 
nnderftand  this  of  a  fail,  near  the  fore  part  of  the  fhip.  (/)  Some¬ 
what  like  an  ifthmus.  Others  a  bay,  wafhed  on  each  fide  by  the 
fea.  f/;)  Or  bow. 
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mull  not  he  concealed.  e  Under  a  fenfe  of  divine  faithful  care, 
cafe  of  mind  will  fometime6  arife  to  cheerfulnefs,  even  amidlt 
extreme  dangers.  How  much  more  blefled  they,  whofe  eter¬ 
nal  life  is  fecured  by  the  word  of  God  and  the  engagement  of 
:i  covenant,  which  lie  hath  confirmed  by  an  oath,  comp.  Prov. 
xxiii.  34. 
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Arrftuck  faft  upon  fan d -mud)  and  remained  unmove¬ 
able,  but  the  hinder  part  was  foon  broken,  both  keel 
ami  (A)  ribs,  with  the  continual  violence  of  the  waves. 
A nd  in  this  critical jundure  the  foldicrs  counlel,  who 
were  acntjlomed  to  f aught  er,  and  affraid  of  their  governors, 
was  to  kiil  the  whole  pril'oners,  left  any  of  them 
fhould  fwiin  out  before  them ,  (/)  and  after  that  clearly 
and  for  ever  efcape.  a  But  Julius  (j)  the  centurion, 
willing  to  favc  fo  worthy  a  perfon  as  Paul,  whom  he  now 
widerflood  to  be  an  object  of  no  lefs  than  heavenly  favour  ,kcpt 
them  back  from  executing  their  cruel  purpofe  ;  and  com¬ 
manded  that  they  which  could  fwim,  fhould,  without 
delay ,  caft  themfelvcs  firft  into  the  fea,  when  the J well¬ 
ing  furge  might  bed  carry  them ,  and  get  fafe  to  land. 
And  the  reft  who  had  no  fuch  f  ill  or  power ,  foine  on 
Icofi  boards  of  c hefts,  and  feme  on  broken  pieces  of 
the  (hip,  fi  nee  fie  had  Jlruck  :  and  fo,  through  the  ftngu - 
hr  care  of  divine  providence,  it  came  to  pafs,  agreeable 
to  PauPs  prediction,  that  they  b  efcaped  all  fafe  to 
laud. 


C  H  A  P.  XXVIII. 

SECT.  CXX.  FROM  VERSE  I. 

AND  when  they  were  thus  efcaped  from  Jhip- 
wreck,  then  they  knew  by  information,  that  the 

(£)  Comp.  2  Cor  xi.  2r.  (?)  The  Roman  law  was  very  fevere 

in  cafes  of  this  fort.  (y)  oee  veife  i.  3. 

REFLECTIONS. 

*  Even  the  cruel  and  unmerciful  fhould  be  affected  with  the 
intereils  of  thole  who  have  done  them  good.  God,  lor  the  fake 
01  M.  Paul,  Lived  not  only  the  whole  company  from  being 
drowned,  but  allb  all  the  prifoners  from  being  murdered.  To 
put  to  death  a  multitude,  even  of  real  wretches,  is  in  violation 
of  every  law  of  humanity,  LaFt.  11  In  the  riling  efleem  of  the 
world  for  good  people,  and  under  fore  trials,  the  glpry  of  God 
is  promoted. 
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illand  on  which  they  were  cajl ,  was  called  (a)  Melita. 
And  the  ( b )  barbarous  people  among  whom  we  were 
now  brought ,  (hewed  us,  even  contrary  to  expectation ,  a  no 
little  kindnefs:  (c)  for  with  fpeed  they  kindled  a  fire 
of  good  materials ,  and  humanely  received  us  every  one 
nigh  to  it,  bccaufe  of  the  prefent  excejfive  driving  rain, 
and  becaufe  of  the  intenfe  cold.  And  when  Paul  had 
gathered  a  bundle  of  /mail  (ticks,  which  then  andfor~ 
incrly  had  been  caflin  by  the /urge,  and  laid  them  on  the 
fire  already  brijk ;  there  came  a  poifoning  (d)  viper  out 
of  the  fcorching  heat,  and  fattened  by  a  clofe  hold  of  the 
teeth ,  on  his  naked  hand.  And  when  the  barbarians 
who  had  come  to  their  relief,  faw  the  fierce  (e)  venemous 
bead  hang  firm  on  his  hand,  they  faid  among  them- 
felves,  not  intending  that  any  cf  the  fir  angers  Jhould  hear 
thejr  words ,  no  doubt  this  man  is  a  b  murderer,  whom 
though  he  hath  efcaped  drowning  by  the  (ea,  yet  (/) 

(«)  Lying  between  Africa  and  .Sicily.  Now  Malta,  famous  for 
the  refidence  of  military  knights,  called  alfo  Rhodians.  Others  will 
have  it  to  be  Melite,  lying  between  Italy  an  J  the  ancient  Illyria.  See 
a  learned  Diflertaiion  by  Jacob  Bryant.  To  ihele  laft,  the  epithet  of 
barbarottiznCwen  beft.v.  2.(0)  Sowere  moftothers  then  diftinguiflied 
from  the  polite  learned  Grecians,  Ro.  i.  14.  1  Co.  iv.  1 1.  Lflanders 
in  particular,  were  underllood  to  be  rough,  from  want  of  conven¬ 
tion.  (c)  Chap,  xix  11  (d)  Greek,  kind  of  ferpent.  Not  Gifll- 

milar  to  fome  parts  of  the  Bru(h  ;  and  perhaps  numbed  for  a  time, 
(r)  Rather  animal  (/ )  The  heathens  had  a  g  >ddefs  of  vengeance, 

REFLECTIONS. 

a  Tlie  kindneflesof  atumenlightened^people^nay  upbraid  fome 
who  have  higher  pretences  to  civilization  and  enjoy  better  op¬ 
portunities.  After  long  fuffering,  hofpitable  ufages  are  doubly 
delightful.  b  Ralh  judges  determine  of  human  characters  from 
outward  good  or  evil,  which  is  far  from  right.  Almighty  God 
lias  wife  gracious  ends,  in  afflicting  his  pious  fervants.  Thole 
who  are  weak  do  Suddenly  change  their  minds  from  one  ex¬ 
treme  to  another.  The  moil  baibarous  have  fome  idea  of 
providence  and  a  moral  government.  Many  examples  might 
be  produced  of  people’s  being  punilhed  in  that  part  of  the  body 
which  has  been  the  immediate  inftiument  of  their  fio.  The 
care  of  providence  for  the  faithful  is  great,  even  when  leaft  com- 
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vengeance  of  heaven  (g)  fuffereth  not  any  longer  to  live, 
And  he,  undijlurbed  from  this  alarming  event ,  {hook  off 
the  venemous  bead  into  the  fire, and  felt  no  fort  of  harm, 
(hi)  either  then  or  afterwards.  Ilowbeit  they  who  knew 
the  danger ,  looked  when  he  Ihould  have  (/)  fwollen,  as 
ufual throughout  the  whole  body ,  or  fallen  down  dead  fud- 
denly  upon  thefpot :  but  after  they  looked  under  fucb 
expectations  for  a  great  while,  and  faw  on  the  contrary , 
no  harm  at  all  come  to  him,  they  changed  their 
minds  c  to  a  direct  oppofite  fentiment ,  and  laid  audibly , 
that  he  was  a  (_/’)  god  in  human  form. 

SECT.  CXXI.  FROM  VERSE  VIL 

IN  the  fame  quarters  of  that  fhore ,  were  large  (V)pof- 
feilions  of  the  chief  (b)  magi/lratical  man  of  the  ifland, 
whofe  name  was  (r)  Publius,  who,  agreeable  to  his 
wealth ,  received a  us  in  a  humane  manner,  and  lodged  us 
at  different  places  of  his  own,  for  the  fpace  of  three  days 
(d)  courteoufly.  And  it  came  to  pafs  at  this  very  time , 
that  the  father  of  Publius  (e)  lay  in  bed  lick  of  a  dan- 
gerous  (f)  fever,  and  of  a  naufeous  painful  bloody-flux 
likcwifc  ;  to  whom,  upon  information,  (g)  Paul  entered 

termed  Nemefis.  (^)  Hath  not  permitted  any  longer,  See.  They 
did  look  upon  him  i»s  already  a  dead  man.  (/>)  Comp.  Mark  xvi. 
18.  Cuke  x  19.  (/)  Greek,  inflamed,  (j)  Comp.  A&s  xiv.  11, 

12.  The  Heathen  deity  Hercules,  was  worfliipped  here;  who 
was  believed  to  have  ftrangled  in  his  cradle,  no  lefs  than  two 
{hakes. 

Greek,  regions,  comp.  Mar.  xxvi  36.  (A)  Comp.  Mark  vi.  2;. 

(c)  Common,  as  a  fir II  one,  to  many  others  (J)  Provided  not 
only  neceflaries,  but  things  convenient,  comp  Mac  xxv.  35  («-) 

Comp.  Mat.  iv.  2  4..  X.u  iv.38.xiii  16.  (f  )Greck,  fevers,  or  had 
frequent  violcnl  paioxyfms.  (^)  He  imghthave  been  Jefired  alio, 

REFLECTIONS. 

prehenfible,  Pfal  Ixxvii.  19.  Generofity  from  the  uncultivated 
by  learning,  is  preferable  greatly  to  proud  knowledge,  and  un- 
compaflionating.  e  The  frank  and  honeft,  immediately  retract 
cenfure  from  ignorance.  Having  means  of  better  information, 
we  Ihould  correct  and  own  our  miftakes,  John  vii.  24. 
a  iiindnefs  to  the  dilUeiled,  is  often  and  immediately  reward- 
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in,  and  humbly  prayed  (h)  before  them  in  the  name  of 
Chri/l ,  and  to  ihe  one  living  and  true  God,  and  laid  his 
hands  on  him,  and  healed  (i)  him  forthwith.  So  when 
this  was  known  to  be  done  upon  fo  eminent  a  perfon , 
others  alfo  w  hich  had  difeales  (y)  of  various  kinds  in 
the  illand,  came  and  were  healed  of  tkefe  by  fimilar  de¬ 
vout  applications ,  who  alfo,  in  teftimony  of  their  pious  gra¬ 
titude,  b  honoured  us  with  many  honours  as  fervants 
of  God  mojt  high ,  and  of  his  divine  fon  whom  we  taught ; 
and  when  we  departed  from  thence ,  to  fail  farther 
on,  they  even  laded  us  with  fuch  things  as  were  (k) 
necclTary. 

SECT.  CXXII.  FROM  VERSE  XL 

AND,  after  being  afore  three  months  from  our  ar¬ 
rival  at  Melita,  when  the  winter  was  over  wre  departed 
in  a  {hip  of  the  large  trading  city  Alexandria  (.?)  of  K - 
gypt ,  which  alfo  had  wintered  in  the  ifle,  whofe  name , 
from  the  (Ign  painted  upon  it,  was  Caftor  (£)  and a  Pollux. 
And  landing  at  Syracufe,  (r)  a  mojl  noted  city  of  the 
ijland  Sicily ,  we  tarried  there  three  days.  And  fail¬ 
ing  from  thence,  we  fetched  a  compafs  to  the  eafi , 

on  account  of  the  late  miracle,  (f>)  A  clear  proof  that  he  would 
nut  he  owned  as  a  God,  Mat.  ix.  i8.  xix  13.  Luke  iv.  14.  (1)  bee 
M.irk  xvi.  iH.  vi  5.  vi\  32.  (_/)  See  Luke  x  ii,  1 1,  12.  Jjhn  v.  3. 

xi  4  (4)  Like  meat,  drink,  &c.  chap,  xx  34, 

[a)  See  chap  xvii.  O'.  (/->)  Diofcuroi,  that  is.  the  fons  of  Jupiter.1 
Tuiei.tr  deities,  luppofed  to  have  peculiar  influence  ov?r  ftorms, 
and  to  whofe  care  the  Hup  was  committed.  Though  fiftious,  Paul 
I  Tuples  not  to  name  them  (c)  A  city  and  port  in  Sicily,  fituated 
a  fine  bay  of  the  Mediterranean  fea  ;  65  miles  fouth  of  Meflina  ; 
of  great  bulk  and  wealth :  here  part  ol  the  cargo  might  be  fold, 

REFLECTIONS. 

ed.  Happy  wreck,  which  iflued  fo  well  for  the  glory  of  God, 
and  fpiritual  good  of  mankind.  b  Lingering  and  painful  dif- 
tempers,  fugged  falutary  reflexions  to  the  mind.  Providence 
often  works  by  the  hands  of  generous,  hofpitable  and  grateful 
people.  Converfe  and  friendly  offices  do  mutually  cheev. 

a  As  an  idol  is  nothing;  in  cafes  of  neceffity,  and  where  there 
is  no  danger  of  fcandalizing  others,  a  Clinician  is  not  polluted 
N  n 
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round  head-lands ,  and  came  to  {<£)  Rhegium  in  Italy  : 
and, after  one  day*/ flay  in  that  place,  the  fouth  wind 
blew,  and,  with  fo  fair  a  gentle  gale,  wc  came  the  next 
day  to  (e)  Puteoli,  where  we  found  Chrijlian  brethren 
converted  from  the  JezeiJh  religion ,  and  were  kindly  de- 
Jired  to  tarry  with  them  feven  b  days;  and  having 
done  fo,  we(/)  went  directly  by  land  toward  Rome. 
jAnd  from  thence,  when  the  brethren  of  like  precious 
faith  heard  of  us  coining,  they  too  c  affectionately  came 
(g)  to  meet  us  ( h )  of  Paul's  company ,  as  far  as  (/)  Apii- 
forum  ;  and  others  of  them  at  The  Three  ( j )  Taverns, 
Jlill  nearer  to  the  capital ;  whom  when  Paul  iiw  fo  re - 
fpecl fully  and  tenderly  faluting ,  he  thanked  a  mojt  graci¬ 
ous  God,  that  there  wt 're  here  true  worjhipptrs  of  him- 
fef,  agreeable  to  the  lazes  and  directions  of  his  dear  Son, 
and  took  new  courage  from  their  converfe  d  to  advance , 


Named  from  a  Greek  word,  which  fignifies  rupture,  as  fup- 
pof=d  to  have  been  broken  off  from  theifl  md.  A.  d-fheuk  naviga¬ 
tion  to  the  ancients  it  was  thither.  ( d )  A  city  of  Company  nc^r 
Naples  ;  and  named  from  waim  baths  of  fulplnir,  which  arc  there. 
Called  anciently  Diccarchia,  a  great  mart  lor  imported  coir, 
(e)  Comp.  chap,  xxvii.  3,  43.  The  centurion  alfo  feems  to  have 
confenttd.  .  hap.  xv.  6.  xxi.  12.  xxv  3.  (f)  For  like  ufe  of  the 

word,  f.'e  Luke  xv,  20  John  xvi  17.  (g)  iiefore  this  they  might 

and  probably  were  written  to,  comp  A£ts  ii  ic.  (/>)  Paul,  Luke, 
and  Ariftarchus.  (/)  A  city  named  from  Apius  Claudius  a  Ro¬ 
man  fenator.  Forum,  from  market  place,  bo  forum  Livii,  fo¬ 
rum  Julii.  (y)  Some  warehoules,  on  the  eaft  road  to  the  city, 


REFLECTI  ON  S. 

by  fuch  things,  fee  1  Cor.  viii  4,  7,  &c.  b  The  good  earneft- 
ly  deli  re  opportunities  of  hearing  and  converfmg,  lor  improve¬ 
ment.  c  Brotherly  love  and  refpeft  for  facred  olliee  grudge 
no  labour  and  cxpence  in  being  kind.  It  may  be  entertaining 
to  reflect  how  much  the  art  of  navigation  is  improved,  and 
with  what  difpateli  now  a  days  commerce  is  carried  on. 
Hence  alfo  learn,  how  drift  an  examination  the  feviptures  are 
capable  of  undergoing.  No  hillory  has  flood  the  tell  that 
thefe  facred  writings  are  made  to  bear.  It  is  very  fatisfaftory 
to  obferve  the  collateral  evidence,  as  it  coincides.  d  Religious 
friend fli ip  is  the  very  balm  of  lile  Examples  and  promilcs 
animate.  When  thofe  meet  who  favour  the  gofpel,  it  gives 
both  great  courage  and  comfort.  WhiHt  with  a  pure  heart 
we  vrorfhip  God  according  to  his  law,  let  us  wifh  well  to  ail 
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though  a  pr  if  oner,  to  that  illvjlrious  city  where  they  all  lived. 
And  when  we  came  to  Rome,  the  feat  of  empire  and 
mijtrefs  of  the  world ,  the  centurion  Julius ,  as  his  orders 
were,  delivered  the  prifoners  over  to  the  (£)  captain 
of  the  pretorian  guard  :  but  Paul,  c  through  good  jervices 
of  that  fame  ( l )  Julius ,  was  fuffered  to  dwell,  wberefoever 
hechoft ,  by  himfelf,  till  bis  caufe  might  be  heard ,  (m)  with 
a  foldier  that  kept  him,  by  a  (ri)  chain  of  Jbme  length 
which  was  tied  to  both. 

SECT.  CXXIII.  FROM  VERSE  XVII. 

AND  it  came  to  pafs,  that  after  three  days  from  our 
arrival  in  the  great  city ,  Paul  called,  by  certain  fr  iends , 
the  chief  of  the  Jews  (a)  belonging  to  it ,  on  account  of 
both  dignity  and  learning  together ,  that  he  might  religioujly 
converfe  with  them .  And  when,  agreeable  to  bis  defire , 
they  were  come  together  where  he  dwelt ,  he  faid  unto 
them,/?r  clearing  his  character  from  any  juf  caufe  of  fuf- 
picion ,  and  for  preparing  their  minds  to  hear  the  gofpel : 
(Is)  Men  and  brethren  of  the  fame  refpedable  progenitors , 
though  1  have  committed  nothing  again  11:  the  beloved 
Ifraelitifo  people,  or  cuftoms  of  our  venerable  fathers, 

and  ftored  with  provifions,  wine,  Sc:.  like  an  inn.  (/•)  He  Terns 
to  have  been  Burrhus,  the  intimate  of  Senera,  under  Nero.  (/)  Per¬ 
haps  alfo,  Feitus'  account  might  have  afli lied,  chap.  xxv.  18,19. 
(>v)  Comp.  Gen.  xxx.  41  xliii  3/,.  Zech  xii  t  z.  xiii.  14  (/')  bee 
Sc",  ep,  v.  Col.  iv.  18.  Phil,  i  7,  13,  14..  2  Tiin.  ii.  9.  t’hiiem.  x. 
13 

(,/)  Comp  chap  xxv.  z.  xxviii.  7.  They  might  have  returned 
afer  ihc  interdict  of  chap,  xviii.  z.  ( b )  Comp,  chap  xxii.  1.  xxiii. 

REFLECTIONS. 

mrn.  They  fliould  he  gratified  inftantly  who  feek  for  certain 
i-nilruftion.  e  Captivity  itfelf  is  rendered  fvveet  to  the  fer- 
v.mts  of  God  very  often,  and  ufeful  to  others,  chap.  xxiv.  23. 
What  a  happinefs  to  be  excufed  from  lying  among  wretched 
companions  in  prifon,  to  a  man  of  fenle,  education  and  piety. 
After  all,  how  trying  a  Hate  for  one  of  the  molt  upright,  bene¬ 
volent,  and  generous  of  mankind. 

N  n  2 
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ps  they 1  had  them  from  Mofes ,  yet  was  1  delivered  pri- 
foner  from  thofe  of  our  own  nation  at  Jerufalem,  as  one 
worthy  to  die^  into  the  (Y)  hands  of  the  unbelieving  and 
idolatrous  Romans;  who,  when  they  had  minutely  ex¬ 
amined  me  r d)  once  and  again,  would  have  let  me  go 
fr.ee  from  thefe  bonds  and  every  kind  of  trouble ,  becaufe 
there  was  no  caufe  which  they  could  prove  found  by  them  of 
being  confined ,  and  leaf  of  ail,  of  (e)  being  punijhed  by  death 
in  me.  But  when  fome  of  the  Jews,  who  Jhould  bare 
been  my  bejt  friends,  fpake  fiercely  (f)  again  ft  it,  1  was 
eonftrained  with  not  a  little  relu Stance,  to  appeal  from 
their  judges,  unto  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  Cefar,  only  for 
prevention  of  murder  ;  and  not  that  1  had  ought  elj'e  by 
way  of  revenge,  to  accu  ie  thofe  belonging  to  my  own  na¬ 
tion  of ;  for  f  have Jt ill  a  very  great  tender?;  ejs  and  con¬ 
cern  for  them.  For  this  caufc,  therefore,  have  I  called 
for  you,  or  alfo  to  fee  you,  dear  kinfmen  according  to  the 
jlefh ,  and  to  l'peakwith  you  early  as  friends,  that  wrong 
injurious  reports  may  have  no  effect,  becaufe  that,  not  for 
crimes,  but  for  the  bleffed  hope  of  a  divine  b  Saviour  pi  0- 
viifed  (g)  to  1  fra  el,  and  now  glorioifiy  fulfilled  in  jej'us 
Chrifi,  1  am  bound  with  this  undeferved  chain.  And 
they  of  the  JewiJh  extracf  and  religion,  who  lived  here  and 
were prefent,  faid  unto  him,  We  have,  as  yet ,  neither  re¬ 
ceived  letters  from  countrymen  out  of  Judea  concern¬ 
ing  thcc,  neither  any  of  the  brethren  (.6)  that  came 
hdhci  of  late  (hewed figns  of  averfion,  or  fpake  any  harm 


1.  (,)  See  ch  ip,  xxf  31,  &c.  xxv.  8,  ic.  ( d )  Chap  xxiv.  25. 

(f)  hee  ch.  xxiii.  .’y.  xxiv  23  comp.  Mat.  ixvi.  31.  (/')  CJi.  xxv. 
x.  (o)  Comp,  ch  .p.  xxvi.  6,  7.  Under  this  w^s  implied  a  date 
o!  future  b^ppinH's  to  the  riglveons.  chap  xxiii.  6.  xxiv.  15,  21. 
(/’)  Comp.  chap.  vii.  2,  37.  xiii.  20,  38. 


REFLE  CT  IONS. 

1  The  ceremonial  law  might  yet  be  obferved  by  Jew?,  fee 
chap.  xxiv.  8.  Only  converted  heathens  were  not  to  be  bound. 
*  By  all  lawful  means  ought  the  minds  of  people  to  be  guard¬ 
ed  againfl:  prejudice,  verfe  22.  Without  bearing  hatred  againft 
any  we  may  and  ought  to  defend  our  own  innocence.  The  re- 
Jiuirettion  Jefus  was  ever  at  firfl.  fuppofed  to  be  a  vain  thing. 
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at  tf//'of  thee.  But  vve  now  fondly  defire,  if  you  judge  us 
worthy,  to  hear  of  thee  what  thou  thinkeft  in  relation 
to  himfo  lately  named  ;  for  as  concerning  this  Chrijlian 
(/jfeci,  we  know  that  here ,  as  every  where c  clfe indeed , 
it  is  fpoken  againft  (j)  by  both  Jews  and  Gentiles . 


SECT.  CXXIV.  FROM  VERSE  XXIII. 

AND  when  they  had  appointed  him  a  convenient 
(day  tofpeak,  as  became fo  large  and  momentous  a  fubjeti , 
there  came,  beftdes  thofe  who  were  prefent  lafl ,  many  0- 
ther  Jews  of  the  city  to  him  into  his  own  hired  lodging  : 
to  whom  he  expounded  with  much  plainnefs ,  and  teili- 
fied  with  equal  fidelity,  the  dodrine  of  the  (<7)  kingdom  of 
God,  under  prince  Mejfiah ;  perfuading  them  (£)  to  the 
ulmoftof  his  power,  by  an  offer  of  various  folid  arguments, 
concerning  the  truth  of  Jefus  his  divine  mijjion ,  taken  both 
out  of  the  law  of  (c)  Mofes,  and  out  of  the  a  fubfequent 
prophets,  b  and  that  from  intenfe  deftre  of  convincing  them , 

( 1 )  Sec  chip.  xxiv.  c,  f 4  (j)  Comp  Luke  ii.  34.  The  Jew* 
curled  them  in  their  fyuagogues,  and  lent  forth  emilfaries  to  hold 
rhem  out  as  detedable.  i'he  lies' hens  flyled  them  atheifls,  JuJl. 
Mart 

(a)  Comp  Luke  xvi.  28.  Arts  xviii.  c.  As  to  the  nature  of 
this  kir.gdom,  the  Jews  were  next  to  univerfally  miflaken,  fee  Luke 
x  v ii  2c .  (A)  Put  lor  endeavour,  as  in  chap.  xix.  8.  a.  42.  ivii.  3. 

Comp.  chap.  xiv.  4.  xvii.  38.  xiii.  y. 
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c  Hence  obferve,  in  the  eloquent  expreflions  of  an  admired  au¬ 
thor,  what  mud  have  been  the  real  caufes  of  the  progrefs  and 
cftablilhinentof  Chriiiianity  :  “  How,  of  a  pure  and  humble  re¬ 
ligion,  which  gently  infinuated  itfelf  into  the  minds  of  men, 
it  grew  up  in  lilence  and  obfeuritv,  derived  new  vigour  from 
onpolition,  and  finally  cretled  the  triumphant  banner  of  the 
nofs  on  the  ruins  of  the  capital.”  Gibbon's  Hijlory.  It  is  one 
of  the  Heights  of  controverfy  to  give  bad  names  to  an  nntagonifl. 
Lord  Hailes.  All  men  upon  earth  cannot  make  falfehood  truth, 
and  truth  falfehood. 

a  Even  the  wifeft  pious  endeavours  may  not  favingly  affett 
all,  as  in  chap.  xix.  8.  xxviii.  24.  Intent  fpeech  upon  a  great 
affair  will  fometimes  lengthen  out  confidcrably.  "  Much  di- 


a8 6  acts  of  the  Chap. XXVIII. 

throughout  the  whole  day  from  morning  till  evening. 
And  fome  hearers  believed,  then  and  afterwards ,  the 
tilings  which  were  fo  fuitahly  fpoken  by  Paul ,  (c)  and 
fome,  moft  jvifernbly  blinded  byfecular  prejudices  andfalfe 
reports ,  c  believed  not.  And  when,  d  owing  tothis ,  they 
agreed  not  among  thcmfelves,  they  departed  from 
him  to  mind  their  worldly  concerns  and  to  take  little  more 
thought  about  the  matter ,  alter  that  Paul,  who  knew  the 
force  of  their  bafty  and  caujclcfs  prejudices ,  who  abode  in 
unbelief ,  had  ipoken  this  other  one  tremendous  word  : 
Well  indeed  fpake  ( d )  the  Holy  Ghoft  by  Ifaias  the 
(■:)  prophet,  unto  our  (f)  find  larly  wicked  fathers  of 
the  Jewi ft. )  land ,  faying  in  vijion  from  bis  lofty-  throne ,  Go, 
rts  mv  meffengcr ,  unto  this  hardened  contumacious  people, 
and  "lay, e  hearing  ye  Avail  (g)  hear,  and  lhall  not  fav- 
ingly  underftand  ;  and  feeing  ye  Ihall  fee,  and  not  per¬ 
ceive  for  your  eternal  good,  hof  the  (h)  heart  of  this 

(J)  Or  God  by  his  fpirit,  fimiLtr  to  Rom.  iii  19  John  vii.  38. 
>tx  ^ j<om.  iv  3  x.  <V  h.  (?)  Comp.  chap.  vi.  y,  of  Ifaiah.  with 
Mat  xii\  15  (f)  Pm  for  concerning,  as  in  Mark  xii.  *2.  Luke 

liX.  9.  Will  hear  (/;)  Put  for  mind,  lee  John  iii.  40. 

REFLECTIONS. 

lipence  and  care,  as  well  as  good  learning,  is  require  to  dif- 
charge  aright  the  preaching  oilice.  We  know  enough  to  con¬ 
firm  cur  faith  in  the  gofpel,  if  teachable,  and  if  not,  the  whole 
difeourfe  at  laTge  would  have  occafmned  new  cavils.  Paul  had 
fkill  to  make  both  his  bondage  and  liberty  turn  to  the  imereti  of 
C'hriftianity  Apultolical  futferings,  fur  zeal  and  diligence, 
made  the  gofpel  to  be  more  inquired  into  ;  fome  from  enrioii- 
tv>  and  others  from  a  more  virtuous  difpolition,  comp.  Phil.  i. 

1  j  Chrillians  all'o  are  encouraged  by  fueh  examples.  11  1  lie 

yjry  fame  word  01  God  his  not  always  the  lame  good  effect, 
Luke  viii.  n,  iz,  &c.  2  Cor.  ii  16.  Acts  xvn.  4,  5.  \  ague 

nn falisf.wftory  information  ought  nor  to  berefted  in.  Prejudice, 
as  yer,  had  made  the  greater  part  of  them  reject  uhriiti.iuity. 
Attentive  euriofity  to  learn,  iliould  not  be  refuted.  d  l'he  gol- 
pel  of  Chrift,  which  leads  to  unity  and  love,  may,  through  tin¬ 
man  corruption,  prove  the  caufe  of  angry  and  cruel  difientions, 
Mat  x  34,  &c.  l.uke  xii.  51,52,  c  From  the  change  of  tenfes, 
it  appears  that  the  blame  of  difobedience  falls  entirely  upon 
people’s  felves,  comp.  Mat.  xiii.  14.  We  may  be  termed  clnl- 
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people  f  is  waxed  grofs,  and  abfolutely  unfpiritual  as  by 
fat ,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing  divine  things,  and 
their  eyes  of  judgement  have  they  objiinately  doled,  left 
they  fhould  fee  truth  with  thofe  their  mental  eyes,  and 
’hear  what  would  convince  them  with  their  ears,  and  un¬ 
derhand  with  their  heart,  and  fhould  be  (/')  converted 
from  the  love  of  bygone  evil  practices,  and  I  fhould  thus 
perfectly  and  for  ever  heal  them.  Be  it  known  there¬ 
fore  unto  you,  onpurpofe ,  if  pojftble ,  to  provoke  you  unto 
jealoufy  who  fo  criminally  neglect  prefent  merciful  offers, 
that  the  falvation  of  God  from  extreme  guilt  and  wretch - 
ednefs  which  you  deferve ,  by  his  mojl  dear  Son ,  isfent, 
under  clear  pojitive  divine  s  order,  unto  the  idolatrous  (j) 
Gentries  every  wbere,2.nd  that  they, now  fo  unenlightened , 
will  ajfuredly  hear  it  (4),  and  improve  to  their  eternal  good 
tire  word  of  grace  which  you  make  light  of  And  when 
he  had  faid  thefe  neceffary  Jharp  words,  the  Jews  de¬ 
parted  botne ,  with  minds  full  of  thought,  and,  both  on  their 
way  at  that  time  and  afterwards ,  had  great  (/J  reafoning 
among  themfelves  about  the  important  point. 

SECT.  CXXV.  FROM  VERSE  XXX. 

AND  Paul,  amidji  thofe  who  were  mojl  his  enemies, 

(1)  Or  convert  themfelves,  Beza.  (  /)  Comp.  Eph.  ii  12.  Aits  xiii. 
46.  Ifa.  xii  3.  xxvi  1.  lx.  6,  1 8.  Ltom.  xi.  11.3c.  (^)  Mat.  xxviii. 
19,  10.  Aits  xxvi.  17  John  v.  22,  24.  (/)  Much  debate,  or  de¬ 

puting,  comp.  chap.  xv.  7.  1  Tim.  i.  4  vi.  4. 

REFLECTIONS. 

chen  of  thofe  whom  we  molt  refemble.  How  deplorable  to 
be  fpiritually  blind  and  deaf  under  the  blighted  light  of  the 
gofpel,  anil  its  loudeft  proclamations.  Adored  be  divine  grace, 
that  any  are  inclined  to  hear  and  obey.  Minifters  find  in  fueh 
a  fullicient  recompence  to  all  their  labours  and  hazards,  Pfal. 
Lxxvi.  10.  *  Vicious  fenfual  affections  ftupify  the  foul.  g  'ihey 
who  fuffer  and  perifli  by  guilt,  ought  not  with  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  of  their  having  wanted  the  benefit  of  good  advice  and 
lair  warning.  They  who  are  unwilling  to  afford  a  patient  hear¬ 
ing,  are,  humanely  fpeaking,  incapable  of  profiting  by 
any  thing.  By  not  conforming  to  the  world,  Chrillhunty  over- 
thiew  the  mighty  fabric  of  Paganifm.  Lord  Hailes. 
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dwelt  at  Rome  two  whole  years,  not  clofe  confined  but  ax 
a  prifoner  at  large ,  in  his  own  private  hired  houfe  ;  nr, cl 
there  (a.)  received,  with  kind  uniform  affection,  all  that 
came  in  unto  him,  preaching  with  great  ardour  and 
zeal  the  gofpel  ( b )  kingdom  of  God  ejlablifhed  in  the 
perfon  of  his  Son ,  and  teaching  thofe  things  which  con¬ 
cern  the  exalted  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl from  written  divine 
oracles  and  fpecial  revelations  made  to  bin  ft  If  with  all  be¬ 
coming  (c)  confidence,  no  man  whatever  forbidding 
him  fo  (c/)  good  a  work. 

[a)  He  might  he  here  allowed  likewife  to  labour  for  neeefiari?*. 
As  Peter  is  not  mentioned  nor  faluted  in  the  end  of  the  epiiile  to 
the  Romans,  it  would  rot  feem  that  he  was  then  bilhop  of  Rome. 
(£)  See  Mark  xiv.  43  Afts  ixviii.  23.  (c )  Or  freedom  of  fpeech, 
and  unawed,  chap.  iv.  3  1 .  vtii  2,7  xix.  b.  (J)  Ihus  far,  St.  Luke, 
his  upright  bold  companion  and  fellow  labourer.  Other  hiftoiies 
narrate,  that  Nero  Cefar,  who  for  fome  years  ruled  wifely,  did  a<- 
quit  Paul  and  difmifs  him  from  Rome  ;  that  he  travelled  through 
much  of  Italy,  Gaul,  Spain,  Greece  and  Afia;  After  eight  or  ten 
years,  he  was  brought  back  to  Rome,  and  under  the  cruel  tyranny 
c.f  Nero,  did  fvdFer  martyrdom,  with  exquifite  tortures,  as  did  ma¬ 
ny  other  Chriftiacs,  comp,  with  Tacit  1.  v.  Eufeb .  W:cr.  Damafus 
and  others. 
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*  Compends  of  Paul's  dodrine  may  be  feen,  Ads  it.  22. 
xiii.  23.  xvii.  3,  31.  xviii.  5.  xxvi.  3.  In  all,  God's  goodnefs 
ought  to  be  owned,  Ads  xxiii.  n.  From  Rome,  Paul  wrote 
his  epi files  to  the  Galatians,  Ephefians,  Philippians,  Coloflians 
and  Philemon,  with  his  fecond  epiflle  to  Timothy.  Unto  every 
one  who  vifits  us,  we  fhould  be  willing  to  communicate  the 
dodrine  of  truth,  Juft.  Mart.  To  be  allowed  to  profefs  theilm 
in  Rome  was  no  fmall  favour.  What  bears  the  mod  difccurag- 
ing  afped,  has  often  the  beft  of  confequences.  Rejeded  fer- 
vants  of  God,  by  fome,  mull  fcck  their  confolation  from  the 
faith  and  obedience  of  others.  Here  St.  Luke’s  gofpel,  and 
the  book  of  the  Ads  are  faid,  upon  good  evidence,  to  have 
been  revifed  by  Paul,  comp.  Phil  iv.  22.  Col  iv.  16.  His  own 
■w  ritings  are  immortal  monuments. 


FINIS. 


